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PREFACE. 


On the 14th of August, 18 l 6 , the/Hon. 
Chariest ^onard Irby and James Mangles, 
Commanders in the Royal Navy, left Eng- 
land, with the intention of i .sr*., ing a tour on 
the continent. This jj,burne> luey were]^d 


to extend far beyond} the original design. 
Curiosity at- first, and an increasing admira- 
tion of antiquities as they advanced, carried 
them at length through several parts of the 
Levant, wiiich have been little visited by 
nbdern travellers, and gave thspj njoj'e than 
/ A^rs of continued employment. 

*^r their return to England, in the 
warl820, they were induced to 
selection of the letters which 
d<;]lresse4 during their absence 
m England, as the most 
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coiwpnient mode <ai’ satisfying, the ir^quiries 
of numerous frieiuls- 

Among tliosc; who by expiessing them- 
selves interested with the narrative, sug- 
gested the step whicli has now been takeni 
of printing some copies for privatfedistribu- 
lion, was a gentleman well accpiainted with 
the Turkish ^•*ovinccs described in the fol- 
lowing.^jtrges, and wllp has lately edited the 
Travels of the lamentofl Burckhardt through 
the s.'une countries. He was rtotjonly sc 
obliging as to suggest such corrections in 
the language of the original manuscript af 
must always be necessary in such circum- 
stances', ptth'iaiisly to printing, but moi| 
especially in the case of persons qu. . 
unexperienced in authorship : but he has 
I’urther permitted the maps which 
published in the two volumes of Bur^vl 
hardt’s Travels, and in the second 
of Mr. Walpole^s collec^iojpj^o be used’ 
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the construction of the geographical deli- 
neation, which accompanies the present 

* • 

volume. The only material point in which 
.this map differs from those authorities, is in 
the position of a few points, in the southern 

"V \ 

part of Syria, the latitude and longitude 
of which have been communicated since the 
publication of Burckhardt’s Syria, by tlie 
Earl of Belmorc and Captain Corry, of the 
Royal Navy, who made the observations. 

To these gentlemen, therefore, the au- 
thors have to express their obligations, 
as well as to H. W. Beechey and John 
Rennie, Esquires, who have kindly fur- 

V w 1% 

iiished them with five original Sketches in 
Nubia. 


London, July, 1821 . 
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LETTER I. 

^)iJK party and the first object of interest described. Departure 
in a boat fsom Philae. The crew characterised, including 
Hassan nicnamed the blue devil. Saracenic biiildiu;^s in pic- 
turesque situations. Piles of stones on elevated places, to ^uide 
the caravans from the interior of Africa, &c. Supposed boun- 
dary between Pgypt and Nubia. The diiTcrent natives an<l their 
languages. 

Arrive at Kalapsche. Inspect the temple. Description there- 
of. Unusual appearance of crocodiles in this part of the Nile. 
Are mistaken for physicians and induced to prescribe. Found 
the purple acassia. Peculiar manner of taking water fowl by 
swimming. Bathe. Belzoni bitten in the foot by a water lizard. 
Trickery of a native of Senaar. 

Arrive near Koroskoff. Picturesque appearance of the islands 
and rocks ^11 the Nile, in that vicinity. Visited by a inessengcr 
from Hallcel Cashief, requesting presents. Refused. Sto}) at 
Offidena. The natives handsome and well made, but very dark. 
Arrive at Derry. Apply to Daoud and Hallcel Cashief, sons of 
Hassan, he being at Dongola, for leave to oneu the temple at 
Ebsainbal. The Nubian dance. Avarice ana trcaclicry of the 
crew. Pass Ibrim. A sad picture of ruins and desolation. 
Comparative limits of former travellers in these parts considered. 
Arrival at Ebsambal. Renewal of application to Daou^aiidHullecl. 
Interesting appearance of the Dongola \'ara van, with nimibcrs 
of camels laden with provisions. Remarkable appearance of the 
Mo’ckatem mountains; their pyramidal form and termination. 
Stop opposite the village of Farras. Fine ruins of a large Nubian 
city. Several remarkable temples with hieroglyphics. (Ireek 
ana Roman ornaments. Instance of shyness in crocodiles. Kill 
a torpedo with daggers. Several camelcons taken ; tlieir ver- 
satile appearances and peculiar faculties of catching flies. 

Arrive at Farras. Bardin Avith the servants of Ha.ssan Cashief 
for asses and camels to visit the Second Cataract. Arrival there- 
at. Fresh instances of artifice displayed by the boatmen. Con- 
sequent determination to proceed on foot. Herds of tlie 
zeiie, a nimble animal resemhlii^ the deer. Survey and descrip- 
tio^f the Second Cataract. The great extent and velocity of 

tS rapids«” Striking and contrasted beauty of the tnountaiu 
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scenery. Tlie natives* gfrcat dread of the dark. Difficulties of 
crossin if to Elpha. Disapnointmeiit in the supply of the animals 
bar^^ained for at Farras. Mutinous and desperate conduct of the 
boatmen. Serious interference of the natives repulsed by our 
firmness. Return to FbjtainbaL Conimuuicatioii fivm Daoud 
Oashief not arrived. The crew here sued for pardon, pleading 
the custom of sueli demands upon strangers. Visit to, and de< 
scription of a small temple excavated in the mountain^ opposite 
Ebsambal; curious (ireek paintings, &c. Gratifying arrivaj of i 
a message from Daoud Cashief at Derry to ascertain our identity, 
us the favoured English for whom llassan Cashief had pioiniscd 
to open the temple. Deceptive conduct of two natives in the 
promised introduction to a temple in the mountains. The crew 
draw their daggers on our servants; severe reproof of their 
sanguinary conduct, and our lives threatened in revenge Daohd 
and Halleel arrive ; their persons described. Partake of refresh- 
ment. Give presents to the two Cashiefs. Jlallecl offended; 
sulky and inexorable at not having a gun amongst hia portion 
similar to DaoiuFs. A sheep killed by Daoud to regale us, who 
apologises for his brother’s absence and indiscretion. Artful 
scIlcuic of Halleel to obtain more presents. Halleel perseveres 
for a gun. Gave him one of ours as a pcace-offcring. The 
Farms man, who threatened us at Elpha, suddenly annoys us. 
Procure his reprimand from the Cashiefs, Agrde on^ terms for 
clearing the access to the temple, and proceed thither with fifty 
men. The exterior of the temple and its situation, enveloped in 
sand, described. Obstacles to our progress. Selfish song of the 
men. Their indolence. Contract with the cashiefs for the comple- 
tion of the work. One hundred men employed. Boat’s crew 
renew their entreaties for forgiveness. Consequent reconciliation, 
'riiey work badly, and exact half the agreed terms. Despair of 
success, lineourage them to proceed. Complain to the Cashiefs, 
who promise more men. Retire disappointed to our boats. 
Renew our labours with fifty men only, and those idle. None of 
the leaders except Mouchmarr, an Arab, an elderly servant df the 
cashiefs present, who designated his masters as robbers, and the 
whole of the tribe of the Barbaritis as thieves. Daoud arrives. 
Complain of the laziness of the men. Increased exertion pro- 
mised. Remainder of the terms insisted on. Persist in a refusal. 
Great discontent excited thereby. Meanness of Halleel in begging 
Mr. Salt’s pipe, the janissary’s silk waistcoat, and our Greek 
servant’s sabre, &c. All refused. Another unsuccessful attempt 
to get presents, by one of the chiefs, ' sanctioned by the casliien. 
Ilassan excites us to return to Philae to repair the boat, asserting 
it to be leaky ; steadfastly decline till the accomplishment of 
our task. First day of the moon, Ramadan, or Turk»h fast ; total 
abstinence from food. Hulleers third fruitless application forMr- 
S.’spipe. His angejr^andabnipt departure. Farewell visit to Daoud’s 
tent, announcing diiif Intention of persevering to gaift access to the?. 
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temple. His dissuasion therefrom. Promise to apprise him 
in due time to share the gold, his anticipated treasure; his 
tacit consent. Enjoin good conduct to the crew hut proceed 
without tlicm to the temple. Strip, six in number, and com- 
mence, determined by our own labour to affect this Herculean 
task. IVliikc rapid progress. Joim^d and assisted by the 
astonished crew. Personal inconveniences from our toils. 
•Encourage our men. Retire to our boat gratified at the 
successiVl prospect. Unexpected visit in the night from Daoud. 
Exchange presents, and receive assurances of his favour and 
. early assistance. 

V^igorously proceed for our object under excessive lieat. Crew 
refuse to wdrk. Persevere and make great progress without 
them. Visited, while at work, by Halleel. Desperate affray 
between our janissary and Hassan. To our great joy Halleel 
suddenly disappears. Further artifices of the men. The Darfur 
( aravan passes, Avith four thousand camels laden with gum, 
ivory, and ostrieh feathers, on its way to] Cairo. Extraordinary 
.exactions upon them by the Mamelukes at Dongola. Descrip- 
tion of the Jelabs conducting the caravan. 

lle-commence with encreased strength, having sixty-four men. 
Present from Daoud of Nubian clothes, &c. His fruitless attempt 
to beg a pipe for his master. Renew our labours. Pleasing 
discovery of a ^seated statue, in a mutilated state, near the door. 
Unfinished and discouraging appearances of the exterior on 
fiirther progress. Numbers of labourers offer their assistance. 
Retire in consequence to avoid disputes, leaving tickets for thirty 
only with old Mouchmarr. His- infamous breach of trust in pur- 
loining ten of them. Violent quarrel among tAvo parties for 
preference. Redouble our efforts, with tAveiity men, but only 
three instruments. The form thereof delineated, (ibserve the 
tracks of snakes and other reptiles on the sand. Sudden 
appearance of forty armed men. Mouchmarr and his party 
instantly fly to the mountains Their deceptioh and artful 
atten^t to levy contributions. After their departure discover 
thatilmy Averc Mahommed and Ali Cashiefs with their forces, 
who were engaged in Avar of extermination with Daoud and 
Halleel. Ridiculous return of Mouchmarr, Avith his matchlock 
and a few of the Ebsambal people; relates his account of the 
Avarfare. Find that Mahommed and Ali intercept our supplies. 

OeAV insolently withhold our ludri for their own use. Forcibly 
repossess ourselves thereof. About fifty men employed ; annoyed 
by their skulking and idleness. Troublesome application of 
immense numbers of men. Decline their assistance, and they 
carry off the implements and threaten our crew. Aided by the 
assistance of twenty-three persons, proceed to our employment. 
Arrival of a Mameluke from Dongola, reporting the misery pre- 
vailing there. Half of the supplies of bread^ we had paid for 
withheld. Exorbitant increase or the price^^ provisions. Set to 
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work with only two assistants and tiie crew. Animating aong 
of a workman to his fellow-laliourcrs. A spy from Daoud 
arrives, dissuading the men from tlicir work. Falsely reports 
that the Grand Seignior had superseded the Pashaw iii his 
governincnt at Cairo; treat him with derision. IVlouchmarr 
states his prohihition froyi supplying us with bread, ^)r farther 
assistance, and takes his leave. Pursue our operations with only 
our sailors and Mameluke. An Fbsambal man comes to offer, 
supplies. Refuse all assistaru'c. 

Encourage our (Tew for tlieir (increased exertions.' bailors 
next day ask leave to go to Ebsamhal to get bread. Hassaii, 
steals our doura; dispossess him of it. A milkman rc-supplic's us 
by stcaltb; a real luxury. The reis appears witle a present of 
spirits distilled from dates, from the wife of Daoud. Decline tht'. 
present and pay for it. Thermometer 112 Fahrenheit in the shade. 
Cliceriiig indications of a door. Former apprehensions from 
nn finished appearances now cleared up. Hassan impudently 
demands pay for the crew. Mameluke depa^^s on a raft for 
Cairo. Hassan sends to the cashief to apprize him of our 
progress. Resume our labours with the crew and two strangers,' 
and at sunset come to the corner of the door. Sailors exult, 
with cries of backsheeisli, and redouble their efforts in the 
prospect of our promised reward. Sailors beg our cook^s waist- 
coat and the Greek’s gown. Proceed to work without the crew, 
at moonlight, who load us with abuse; desire *us to quit the 
boat, and Uireaten to leave us. Bclzoni frightens tlieln. Their 
abject homage on his appearance; bring up all our arms and 
ammunition. Hassan threatens to murder the janissar]^. At 
work by candle-light. The crew, all armed and dressed in full 
costume, peremptorily repeat their dtunund’S, with savage impre- 
cations and gestures. Try to appease them; meanwhile the 
janissary squeezes himself through a hole and enters the temple; 
discovered by the crew, who now strip and work with 
alacrity. Hflssan discloses to our cook their lawless power. 
Attain our primary object, and cater the temple. Obtain some 
statues, sphinxes, &c. of calcareous stone. Ebsambal pbiisants 
astonisbea at our success; anticipate the convenience of 'the 
temple as a place of retreat from the Bedouins. Contract with 
Hassan for bread and meat. Take internal and external dimen- 
sions of the temple. Receive a supply of provisions of . one- 
third more than their worth. Effect the shipment of the statues 
and distribute forty piastres, the promised backsheeisli. The 
splendid exterior of the temple described. Four beautiful 
colossal figures, above sixty feet high, sculptured in the best 
style of Egyptian art, and in the highest perfection. The 
interior consists of fourteen capacious apartments. Its stupen- 
dous ;ind magnificent embellishments, its paintings, its sculpture, 
and il.s numerous vduable specimens of antiquity. Extreme 
heat of the temp^, similar to the feeling and effect of the 



CONriiNTS. 


• XI 


hottest vapour-hatli. Visit a smaller temple, like the fonm*r, 
cut out of the rock. Description of it. Its colossal and other 
statues, some of upwards of twenty-five feet hij^h ; small female 
figures ornamenting the front. Its interior, consisting of three 
principal^apartmcnts, its antupie sculptiu'c, its ornamented walls, 
and other objects of exciuisite beauty 'and interest. Start on our 
return. Mahommed and Ali (/ashief, with their predatory band, 
hail u^nd inquire as to the money found in the temple. ( Jail 
on Daohd. . Another instance of his guilty duplicity. lie gives 
us provisions. Promises to keep the temple open for Mr. Salt. 
Arrive at Derry. Visit, with candles, anotiier temple cut out of 
the rock; its ruinous state, and dismal appearance described. 
A visit from Halleel, with presents. He is disappointed in 
expected requital. 

Visit the temple at Armada, in the desert, opposite to Derry. 
Description thereof. In the interior are modem Greek paintings 
and ancient Egyptian figures. Arrive at Sabour and inspect its 
temple; the edifice and statues much dilapidated. Dc.spcrate 
conauct of Hassan, who attempts to stab Bclzoni. Captain 
Irby wounded in the effort to disarm him. The reis and one 
of the crew quit the boat. Hassan returns next day, wanting 
us to re4and the statues and leave them behind. Admonish and 
threaten to bring him to account at Assuan. Mameluke 
rejoins us, having been robbed of his money and raft. Proceed 
to the ^all unfinished temple at Ofiidcua. Greek or Roman 
figures^ in entaglio, found on the walls of the neighliouring 
ruins. Importuned by the natives for backshecish." Bid for 
a statue previously noticed, but without effect. V^isit the temple 
of Dekki, also in an unfinished state. Traces of the artist’s 
skill in the interior (in basso-relievo) ; the entratice covered with 
Greek commemorative inscriptions. Visit the temple of Garhe 
Girshe, excavated in the rock. Natives insolent, ana of a murder- 
ous character. The building much mutilated, and the sculpture 
bad and heavy. 

Inspect the temple of Garbc Dendour, built in front of a rock ; 
sifiall and unfinished. Pass Garbe Meric. See the ruins of 
a temple^ with hieroglyphics. Land at Kalapsche. Proceed to 
the temple. The assembled natives, armed with daggers, refuse 
our entrance. Ask for money. Rashness of the janissary 
fal^ to our object, nearly so to him ; rescue him, and return to 
our boat under showers of abuse and stones. Fired over their 
heads to shew our forbearance. One villain frigblened, by a 
pointed musket from his attempt to plunder tlie boat in our 
absence. Indifference of the crew, Fitlelity of the ( I reek servant. 
Insolent self-will of guides and interpreters. ' Repass llie gates of 
Nubia. The waters of the Nile very high. The crew .»sk f<»r 
backsheeish for passing the rapids. ^ Driven by the current past 
the two temples of Teffa. ^ One dedicated ^ Isis now used as a 
cow-house> the other unfinished. \ > 
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Visit Hindaw and various mins in that quarter; cxtclflsive 
w'all ; stone quarries ; Roman aud Greek commemorative in- 
scriptions and sculuture. Inspect the temple of Daboude, 
altuijethcr unfinishea, two handsome moorelithc cases of red 
granite adorn the sanctuary. Hassan, the Phihe murderer, 
deserts the boat oji our approacli there. Arrive at PhiJiee. First 
Cataract. Description of the edifices ; their style and sculptures. 
French iiiscriptionb <m a pylon, indicative of the extent of their ' 
Egyptian conquests under Buonaparte. Cnupie symb<^* of the 
elephant in the portico of the temple. Remarkable imperfection in 
sculpture, in figures of Isis, on this island. Observations upon the 
natives of Nubia ; tlieir unprincipled habits ; the country in general. 
Frequent appearance of ancient towns buried in rubbish. Nu- 
bians a distinct race from the Arabs ; their extraordinary super- 
stition. (’urious mode of sinokiiig. Strange manner of killing 
personal vermin. Their habits and costume. Their manu- 
facture. Platters made from the date tree. 

Bargain with the susnicious crew. Pay exacted in advance for 
conveyance down the Cataract. Receive a pilot and eight addi-, 
tional hands to conduct us down. Hassan disappears, dreading our 
report of him to the Aga. A two hours' passage down the rapids. 
Scenery wild and roinahtic. The boat strikes against the rocks. Self- 
imagined courage of the crew. Reach Assuan, the ancient Syene. 
Visit the ancient granite (|uarries. Examine the column tnere, 
curiously inscribed in Latin, llieir ancient metfiod qf cutting 
pure, masses of stone. 1'lie ancient road paved with granite. Eng- 
lish translation of the inscription. Historical remarks on the origin 
of the quarries. Examine the mummy-cases and bosses of sacred 
Egyptian emblems. Curious specimens of carved-work. 
As.siian uninteresting, a dirty and ill-built place. The Aga visits 
us. Complain to him of the crew. He pronounces them noto- 
rious rascals. Their previous desertion. Visit Elephantina, 
celebrated by Dciion. Its pleasing and luxurious appearance. 
Ruins of the^iiciciit town and several temples. Engage a boat 
to Thebes. Inspect Kouin Oinbo, the ancient Ombos. Rei^ins 
of two temples on a promontory of the Nile's eastern shore; 
description thereof ; peculiar structure of one of them. Barren 
appcaraiu'c of the neighbouring country. Observe the large 
fertile island of IMansouria, and a smaller one in the middle ofthe 
Nile. Saracenic ruins of brick-work. Traces of ruins of the ‘an- 
cient town. Extensive view from the promontoij. Djibel 
Sclsilis, mountains of the Chain ; tradition thereof Several 
small temples, excavated from the rocks, of iralcareous stone. 
Statues ill alto-relievo. Tasteful specimen of architecture. 
Numerous extensive quarries. Reach Edfoo, the ancient Ap- 
polinopolis Magna ; its large temple ; prodigiously high pylon. 
Sculptures and antiquities described. Striking contrast with the 
paltry modern town of Edfoo. Recent and interesting d^coveries of 
emeralds by a Freneb mineralogist. Stop ftt El Cab, the ancient 
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Elrpthias, splendid ruins. Curious antiquities of as^riculturnl routine 
and other miscellaneous objects of interest in cntu^lio. Another 
small temple. Reach Esnch, the ancient Latapolis. A nmirniiicent 
Eg*yptian temple, supported by twenty-four columns, with nine 
capitals, obscured by modern houses. Ruins of a small temiile on 
the site Uphroditopolis. Another on the opposite side of the river. 
Ermcnt, the ancient Herntonth^ Ruins of four temples visible. 
Hi^hly^^linished symbolic representations in basso-relievo. Re- 
mains o^' an ancient basin and Nilometcr. Arrive at Luxor, ]>art 
of the ancient Thebes. Lodge in one of the temples. Mag- 
nificent obelisks. Similarity of the hieroglyphics to those at 
Ebsambal, and to those of Cleopatra's Needles at iVlexandria. 

Visit the tombs of Gourna. Deceptive practices of the natives 
in the concealment of the antiquities. Their party atta(dimcnts 
to French and English travellers. Description of the tombs, and 
their rich and exquisite sculpture. Account of the mummy pits, 
the subjects therein deposited. Inspect a newly dis(‘overed mag- 
nificent tomb ; -its fine paintings, in fresco, and other curiosities. 
.The valley of Gouma, and its antiquities described. Visit a 
temple near Medinet-Aboo. Return to Luxor, lilxamiue the 
statues and temples at Memnonium. Farewell visit to the tomb 
of the kings, scorpions taken by our guide. Grand view from 
the Lybian mountains. Remarks upon ancient Thebes. 

Departure for Cairo. Stop at Tentyra; swim the canal, and 
revisit the temple of Isis. AatronomicuV table, and complete lunar 
system on the ceilings delineated. Egyptian mode of calculating 
tie year. Stop at Siout. Visit Dr. Marouky and Mr. Brine. 
Stop at Houarti, the village of our crew; infatuation of the 
women to procure them families. Ruins of a city in the Mocka- 
tcm. A range of catacombs and temples in the rocks. Arrive 
at Cairo. Mr. Salt’s urbane reception of us. Shave our beards 
and resume our European costume. Proceed with Mr. Salt, Col. 
Stratton, and Mr. Fuller, to the Pyramids. Account of the 
Great Sphinx, &c. Return to Grand Cairo, a i?iean, ill-built 
city.^ . Description of its wretched inhabitants. Its citadel, govern- 
ment, and customs. Account of the massacre of the Mamelukes. 
Tlie varied appearances of the Nile, and Egypt generally. Visit 
the fertile island of Rhoda. Egyptian agriculture. Boulack, the 

S ort of Cairo, and its extensive commerce. Contemplate our 
eparture. Renew our supplies of provisions, clothes, and arms. 
Our expenditure. Letters of introduction from Mr. Salt. In- 
teresting tomb at Radimore, covered with beautiful paintings. 


LETTER II. 

Departure from Cairo. An Arab, with three camels, conducts 
us to Jaffa., Pass the obelisk of Malaria,* the site of Heliopolis, 
and other ruins. Oxsi route through tlie dm|t. Stop at a village; 
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pmoenl ut ni|>ht. Howling of wild beasts. Joined^it a 

vilh)i>e by ii nuiii with a loaded ramel. Skirt the desert, and 
|)a,ss richly cnlt,j\jue<l plains. Sclahieb, the last village on the 
bt>rdrrs of Egypt. Kecruil with water and provisions for the 
desert. Joined by. eight ])crsoiis on asses, on their pilgrimage 
to Men u. Lcav«* ilie village. J*icturesquc appearaoee of the 
drsert. Contrast thereof with Nubia. Quails, partridges, &c. 
in abundance. the lake Dainietta and ruins of l^usium. 

Desert more billy. 'Many carcasses and detached fono.s of 
(iuiicls and asscs, and some wells of indifferent water. Make 
bread. Approach a buy on tin* coast. Meet a small armed 
caravan. liackslueisli (ieinandcd and refused. Psiss over a 
plain co\iTC(l with salt. At breakfast a strafljger demands 
backsluMiish. A party of 1 arabeeii Arabs levy a contribution on 
our guides. Our arms preserve ns from a like exaction. Arrive 
at ifl-Arish. Description thereof. Quit it by night, followed 
by an Arab, whom we request to leave ua. Pass some wells, a 
Sheik’s tomb, a Mahominedau burial place, Aooks of sheep and 
goats, peasants and laden camels. Oiv arms protect us. Pass^ 
ruins, and arrive at Haneiinis on the coniines of l^ria. Descrip-* 
lion of it and its inhabitants. Our route from Cairo. Proceed 
through a i»arren country to Esdier. Frantic grief of a woman, 
who had quarrelled with her husband. Proceed from Esdier to 
Ga;sa through richly cultivated plains, and thence through groves 
of olives an<l open country. Pass several villag*es. ^Arnve at 
Asdoud. Descri])tion of a Turkish khan. Curiosity of the 
natives of Asdoud. Suppose us to be doctors. Give them some 
balsam of Mecca. They beg some of our hair to bum, refuse it 
and laugh at their superstition. Their gratitude. Reasons for 
not proceeding from Gaza to Jaffa by way of Ashkclon. Quit 
Asdoud. The country open and little cultivated. Pass ruins 
of an aqueduct; well of poisonous water. Also Yabne the ancient 
Jamnia. Cross the river £1 Rubin. Description of Sheikh 
Rubin’s tomb. Proceed over sand hills and along the sea beach 
towards Jaffa. See Ramla and Loudd on our right. 

Arrive at Jaffa, the ancient Joppa. Ludicrous appearaffee of 
the British representative. His conduct. Description of Jaffa. 
Generosity of the Aga. Anecdote of him. Leave Jaffa, 
equipped, in an Arab suit of clothing, for the approaching 
winter. Skirt the sea-bcach. Pass Arsouf, the ancient Ap- 
polloiiias, on the left, and arrive at Cesarea. Description 
thereof. Arrive at Tortura, the ancient Dora, and proceed 
to Athlitc. Situation and description of Athlite. Pass the foot 
of Mount Carmel, and arrive at Caiffa, the ancient Hepha. 
Ascend Mount Carmel. Description of the convent. Elijah’s 
cave, Ac. BeautlAil view of Acre, &c. Descend to Caiffa. 
Cross the brook Kishon and the river Belus. Arrive at Acre. 
Lodge in the convent. Description of Acre. A religious 
festival. Procure a firman from the Pashaw. Quit Acre, and 
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pass v.n to Zib. Applied to for medical aid. Give them balsam 
of iVIecca. Gratitude of tlie Sheikh’s sou. Leave Zib, and pass 
over Cape Blanco. Visit some ruins, and ascend the ladder of 
the Tyrians, a picturescme spot. Descend the ladder and arrive 
at Tsour, the ancient Tyre. Awful fultilment of Scripture pro- 
phecies aeainst Tyre, manifested in its present state. 

Cross me Kasinia. Explore the ruins of several large cities. 
Cross ^gveral dry torrents and a river ; its banks enriched with 
dowers. . Pass the ruins of a city, and arrive at Saida, the ancient 
Sidon. Its immediate neighbourhood well cultivated. Visit the 
.convent Mar Elias Alzo, the usual residen(‘c of Lady Hester 
Stanhope, with letters for her. Her ladyship absent, and residing 
at castle Jeba', a more elevated spot in the mountains. Forward 
her letters with a note. Her answer, requesting us to visit her 
convent. Her costume and amiable generosity. Description of 
8aida. Pass the ruins of an ancient towui, and many sarco]>hagi, 
over the promontory of Baynith. Descend through plantations of 
dgs and mulberries to Bayruth,the ancient Berytus. Cross several 
rivers, and over a rocky promontory. Description of the nahr cl 
Kelb. Sepulchre of at. George. Superstition of the fishermen. 
Cross the nahr Ibrahim, and arrive at Gebail, or Gibyle. l)e- 
scrij^tion thereof. Pass Batroun, the castle of Temseida, and arrive 
at T'ripoli. Situation and description. . Visit the English Consul. 
Visit tne Cedars of Labanon and Baalbec, accompanied by Signior 
Guiseppe J\laz61iere. Description of the road. 

Arnve at Eden, and at the Cedars. Situation and description of 
the Cedars. Scriptural references to this country. The village 
of Eden identified with the garden of God, Ascend to the crest 
of Lebanon. Extensive view of the hills at its south-east 
foot, Baalbec in the distance, and the sea to the westward. De- 
scription of the Bekaa IVluthooalis. Descent from Lebanon, 
excessively steep and rugged. Dismount, and walk the horses 
down to the valley. Proceed over some rugged hills covered with 
shrubs, to ^ad. Arrive at Baalbec. Imposing ’grandeur of 
the ruin&v ^it Baalbec for Tripoli. Rainy weather ; stop at a 
vill^e* for the night j meet some peasants returning after an ineffec- 
tual attempt to cross the Lebanon ; the weather very bad, with 
much snow. Shelter in a cave filled with peasants at the foot of 
the mountain. Remove to a larger one, more exposed, and kindle a 
fire for the night. Next morning fine weather. Ascend the moun- 
tain. Fear of the peasants to proceed before us. A^roaching 
the summit, the snow being deep, the horses fall. Reach the 
summit with much difficulty. The cold excessive. Descend 
through a great depth of snow to Eden. Our situation thought 
da^eroUs, and public prayers offered up for our safety. Return 
to Tripoli. Good quality of the Lebanon wine. Leave Tripoli 
for Latachia. Stop at a khan near the nahr el Bcred. 

Arrive at Tortosa oppotite Ruad island. Description thereof. 
The island of Ruad, the Arpad of scripture. Cross the nahr cl 
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Mulk. Stop at the village where Monsieur Boutin was defied. 
The inhabitants refuse us shelter. Bivouack in the open air. 
Pa^is tJcbilee and reach Latachia, the ancient Laodicea* Its situa* 
tiou and port described Detained three days by the intrigues 
of the Arab conductor. Arrive at (’andele. Difficulty of find- 
ing Lourdee. Its situation close by the highest pin naclg^of Mount 
Cassius. Descend the north side of the mountains. Scenery 
woody and wild. , 

Reach the banks of the Orontes near the site of thej^ity and 
groves of Daphne. Description thereof. Follow tSlc tanks ‘ 
of the river ; beautiful scenery. River meanders between high hills, ^ 
and the road along precipices in the rocks. Enter the plain of* 
Suadeah. Difficulty in finding Suadeah. (luide^Kby a peasant 
across the river, up to the horses bellies. Suadeah a straggling 
village. Civility and generosity of the Soubash. Proceed towards 
Antioch. Rainy weather. Arrival at some cottages; refused ad- 
mittance at three of them ^ our hospitable reception at a fourth ; 
present the mistress with a gold double Napolepn. Reasons for 
giving it. 

Arrive at Antioch — its description. Arrive at Gesir Adid^ and* 
cross the Orontes. The lake Aggi Denns on the left. Arrive 
at Bourkec, the site of a Roman town, llie sepulchres described. 
Pass several sites of ancient towns, castles, &c. ; proceed over the 
rocky hills into the plain of Alaks. Stop at Toumeen. Arrive at 
Aleppo. Good fortune in the adoption of our owa route, though 
advised by Sheik Ibrahim to take a northerly one. •Arrive at 
Mr. Barker’s, the consul-general. Find Mr. Bankes there. Wait 
for the Suknc caravan. Amusement during our stay at Aleppo. 
Idea of visiting Bagdad frustrated by a letter received hy the Dutch 
consul. Suckne caravan arrives ; dissuaded from going with it, 
and urged to proceed by way of Hamah and Homs. 


LETTER III. 

Remarks on Aleppo ; its situation and buildings ; dcrcorations 
of the houses by Persian artists 5 carved-work doors, &c. Re- 
semblance of the city to that of Antioch; neatness of the butchers* 
shops; its society and manners. , Depart for Hamah, oivgood 
host accompanying us for tw^o hours outside the town ; his kind 
solicitude in our behalf ; furnishes us with letters for advice and 
assistance to iSclim, the governor’s secretary at Hamah ; and to 
8cander, secretary to the Motsellim of Homs, also to Hadgi 
Hassan, an old Turk, at that place, a great dealer with the Arabst 
Receive also Mr. Barker’s letters to the Saraffs of the Pashaw of 
Damascus to secure horses ; also, to Acre, Cyprus, and Sm^a ; 
to Sir Robert and Lady Liston, and other persons of consMer^ 
ation, at Constantinople ; aids us also with printed documents, a 
map, and money.; Stay.ior the night at the klian Touman, 4. 
spacious lodging,, but 4;rowded with caravans for (Damascus and, 
Latachia. Proceed n^t day over naked plains in' company with 
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them ; stop at Sermein. View of mount Cassius covered with 
snow on the riiicht. Join a caravan bound to Ifamah and Da> 
masciis, and proceed therewitii. Pass a ruinous TurkisbHfortress* 
enclosinjr a village. Custom of such cireumvallations, on the 
skirts of :^e desert accounted for. Meet an extensive caravan, 
part of tnc hadj, or Mecca pilgrim&ge, returning from Da- 
^inascus ; an interesting sight. The green flag (the prophet’s 
bannerraying ; the animals, a few camels, but chiefly horses and 
mules, aft wiUi bells; among them, the tackterwans, a curious 
vehicle peculiar to the east ; description thereof. 

Pass many divisions of the hadj ; the animals laden with the 
pilgrims’ privr^ speculations. History of these (customs. Com- 
mercial quickness of the peasants. Observe some Roman ruins 
and sarcophagi. Pass the riiglit in a very good khan. Proceed 
in the morning ; Lebanon, a mass of snow, before us. Mount 
Cassius shut in by the northern extremity of the Ausarian 
mountains. Observe sites of many ancient towns, tanks, sarco- 
phagi, &c. much’dilanidated; an open country abounding with 
gazelles and game. Sleep at khan Shekune, a good khan, but 
crowded from the hacQ. , Pursue our route over the plains, pa- 
ndlel with tlm range of the Ansamn mountains. Lebanon and 
Antioch in sight. Descend gradually into a delightful vale, and 
arrive at Hamah, on the west-bank of the Orontes, a winding 
s^eam ; its banka fertile and picturesque. Take up our quarters 
in* a khan^ comparative description of these buildings, in the 
and on the road side ; their terms of accommodation and 
arrangements; also, the mode of travellers subsisting them selves. At 
Hamdi, receive a letter from Mr. Barker, bv an express messenger 
from Aleppo, with a flrmaii from the Grand Sciguior, empowering 
us to go with four servants through Syria and Cyprus, the island 
of the Archipelago, &c. 8cc. to Constantinople, and insuring us 
aB reejuisite assistance and protection. Melancholy scene of 
traffic in femal^^aves ; eleven of them brought fro«u Georgia ; 
their charming^ appearauce ; wretched diet ; mode of conveyance, 
and unnathral treatment ; witness a disgusting bargaining for one 
about fifteen, by a rich old Turk ; agonizing grictof one of the 
ill-fated girls, aitticipating a separation from her sister and com- 
panions ; their destination, Damascus. Comparative accui'ocy of 
Bruce and Volney, as to the Georgian and Circassian women. 
Negociate with the Arabs to reach Palmyra ; our Maltese inter- 
preter meets with Pierre, in the employ of Lady H. Stanhope, 
and the bearer of a present to Narsah, the chief of the Annasee 
Arabs ; Pierre professes his acquaintance with the Arab chiefs, his 
attendance upon lady. Hester to Palmyra, and his negoeiatiou for 
Mr/ Bankes, who was soinjuriously treated. EiiSbarrassed by the 
absence of Selim a^d Scander, at Damascus ; resolution to wait 
Selim’s return. Discuss with Pierre, the customary charges to 
travellers; his trickery and suspected treacK^y. A Christian 
from Homs offers his services ; doubt hie sipcerltj, but decide to 
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avail ourselves of them, and manoeuvre with Vierre ; weather- 
hound three days. 

Pierre visits us, surprised at our not having set out for Da- 
mascus. Introduces five Arabs to bargain for conduct to Pal- 
myra ; Sheikh ^alee (they* chief) nephew to MahannaAs a lad of 
fourteen ; demands three thousand piastres for convoy ; treat them 
ail with derision ; they menace us with robbery ; lower thc'r terms* 
to eight hundred, and* quit us ; send them an offer of si^^iundred, 
including the hire of camels ; payment on onr safe rcturnio Hamah.' 
Agree with us, only “ for the love of Malaka/’ or queen, (their 
title of Lady Hester Stanhope, from her liberal payment.) 
Send to the Aga to ratify the treaty in writing ; dlis conaitional 
responsibility ; resist their importunities for money in advance, 
ana depart from Hamah at dav-break. Pierre follows. Cross 
the Orontes near the villages of Rastan, and the ancient Arethusia ; 
description of them. 

Arrive at Homs. Suspicious letter from theJSheikh Narsah to 
obtain money \ penetrate the trick, resolve to walk, and call on 
Narsah. Trifling of the guide ^ he arrives, after three days, froifl 
his chief Mahannah mth three camels. Further detention for the 
Motscllirn^s ratification of our bargain. Access to the governor 
prevented from the recent decapitation of the pashaw. Arbitral^ 

S roceedingg of the l\irkish government against suspected imHvi- 
uals. Make partial payment to Hadji Hassaniiifder stipulations. 
The Motsellim’s surprise at our confidence of safely with the 
Arabs. Proceed with our three camels and conductors. Our 
finesse to prevent probable robbery on the way. 

Arrive at a Bedouin camp, and w'elcomed by both men and 
women ; stop next day at another Arab camp, and equally well- 
received. Pursue our journey, at an early hour, in an easterly 
direction, but uncertain track. The Arab's economy of his tinle 
on a journey. His rapid collection of fuel to pi;eparc refreshment. 
Dispatch ofir breakfast, in ten minutes, and prdes^ed; quench our 
thirst at a neighbouring rock, under the iropatienc^f^^ir guides ; 
their affected vigilance and courage. Approach the ^amp of 
Mahanna, in a valley. Observe children running down young 
partridges with dogs. A wild boar hunt ; escape of the formidable 
animal with a single wound. Approach the Sheikh's tent. Old 
Mahannah, his two sons Sheikh’s Karsah and Hamcd, with chiefs 
from various camps assembled. Narsah’s unmoved reception of 
ns ; accounted for his subsequent address. Enquires the reason of 
English curiosity to see Palmyra; supposes it the search for 
gold. Promise him the half of our chance. 

Arrival of further Arab ^ests. Etiquette of the chiefs, and 
mode of salutation. Narsah questions us about Buonaparte, and 
the occupation of France by the allied troops. Recognize 
Sheikh llamody, the. person who exacted upon, and confined 
Mr. Bankes. nis consciousness of impropriety. Regaled with 
roasted partri|ijges, bread dipped in butter and honey. * 
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Amusing customs while eating. Evening devotions, and curious 
mode of ablution. Narsali’s elaborate address to his circle about 
some land. Its soporific effects on us. Refused permission to 
depart in the morning, and desired by the chief to join an 
immense a^emblage of Arabs at a breakfast banquet of rice and 
camePs fle^. Our portion sent to us^n a separate tent, con- 
jl^ctiires* ^s to the course of such arrangement. Order and 
decorum^ the feast; mode of distributing^ the remains to the 
people, mrsah summons us to his select circle. His whimsical 
i|ueries as to our customary diet. Mahannah makes signs to us 
for money. Exchange our camels for dromedaries, and take 
our leave, each having his conductor mounted behind him. One 
of Narsah’s men accom^nics us as a guard on a white di'ome- 
dary finely decorated. Dreadful joJtin^^ of the animals. Sleep 
in an Arab tent, wc proceed on our desanation, and arrive there 
in the afternoon. 


imyra, as see 

valley of the tombs. Picturesque beauty, and cheering contrast 
oi^ the scene with the lonely desert. Examine the antiquities 
minutely. Survey the Arab village of Tadmor, and Temple of 
the Sun. IMutilated state of its chief pmaments. Our disap- 
pointment ill the inferiority of the architecture and sculpture of 
Pfdmyra. Description thereof. The tombs more interesting; 
their merits, as warks of art, compared with those of Egypt. Much 
salt in the ficinity, a lucrative branch of commerce. Return 
from Palmyra ana sleep, as usual, in an Arab tent. Pusilla- 
nimity of our Arab convoy. Pass parties of Mahannah’s peo- 
ple, armed with spears, &c. Their inquisitiveness. Reach his 
camp at night. Mahannah deprives our poor Arabs of the salt 
they had purchased at Palmyra. Scheme of Narsah' to obtain a 
new dress from us. Declares his intention to write a letter to 
the Kino of England, and charges us with one to “ his dear 
frieiid Lady Hestpr.^ Their various titles, and uniform venera- 
tion of that Latdy. Difficulty of obtaining a draught of water at 
starting. Pursue our course and get benighted. Bivouack in 
the open air. Timidity of the Arabs to make a fire. Lay down 
between the camels. Deprived of sleep from the intensity of 
the cold. Proceed at day break; interesting sight of the re- 
movel of a camp. Get a good breakfast, off Icntiles and bread, 
at a smril camp.. Novel appearance of the ground furrowed up 
by wild boars. 

Arrive at Homs. Pleased with our ^ides, give them volun< 
tary backsheeish, and charge them with the present of a turban 
to the Sheikh ^of Tadmor. General opinions ^f the Arabs. 
Remarks on their singular horoitality, habits, mahners, customs, 
and comparative happiness. Rest a short time at Homs ; proceed 
through a mountainous country, rounding the point of Anti- 
Lebanon, and’ in three days view the plain , of Damascus. 
Arrive at the convent of Terra Santa in wat city. Luxuriant 
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fertiJity of its vicinity ainl surrounding country. Sensible com- 
I’orts of a bed, after thirty-eiffht days’ privation thereof. Visit 
the place of the vision of St. ruiil. Hie house of Ananias, &c. 
Shufii, or Shem, the ancient name of Damascus. Scriptural 
references as to this spot, &c. Friendly offices of the Pasliaw’s 
Physician, procured by Mr. Barker’s letter. Obtain /another 
Hrinan for the Pashalic, and a letter to the Goyirnor rf 
Jerusalem, for {(uhles to Mount Sinai. Meditatey route to 
Constantinople. Find a letter left by Mr. Bankes; with infor^ 
mation about the ancient Abilah, liis hopes of our joinim,^ hinuit 
this place. Our mutual disappointment, &c. 


LE JTKR IV. 

Depart from Damascus, follow the road to Jacob’s bridge 
on the Jordan, between the lakes Houle aneV Tiberias. Stop at 
the khan of the village of Sasa. Pass through a rich plain jo 
the \vestward for Panias. Traces of an ancient paved way, 
supposed the Roman road leading to Caesarea Philippi. Djebail 
Sheikh (Anti-Lebanon) on our ri^t> a deep snow, almost impas- 
sable ; a fine plain at the foot of Djebedl Sheikh. A conspicuous 
tomb in the valley. The source of the Jordsm considered. A 
singularly beautiful lake, called by Arrowsmith “ Bujcet-el-Rani,^ 
by Josephus “ Phiala.” Further authorities as to the source of 
the Jordan. Pine coup d’oeil. A hill to the S. W., the great 
Saracenic castle near Panias. The plain of Jordan, A 
verdant country. Remarkable difference of climate from niaf Of 
Damascus, &c. Cheering indications of spring. Enter PanUs. 
Picturesque course of the river. Ruins of ancient walls on its 
banks. Town and environs described. Opinions as to tfce 
ancient Panias, afterwards Csesarea Philipm^ extent, and 
other antiquities. Take the diversion of sho^ng. 

Leave Panias, directed to follow the Jordan^to lui]|:e Houle. 
Explore various fords. Cross the Jordan. Nearly lose the 
horses in a swamp. Reach the road to Safot at the foot of the 
hills. Intended day’s journey shortened by the past difficulties. 
Stop at a village near lake Houle. Ascend an acclivity to Safot ; 
pass some Roman ruins in a village. Grand and luxuriant pros- 
pect of the lakes of Houle and Tiberias, with part of the plain of 
the Jordan. Description of Safot, its castle, and fine approaches. 
Proceed towards Tiberias (the ancient Japhet). Pass the niglit at 
an old ruined^khan, near the village of Madjdala. Dreadfully 
bitten and msraed by a red vermin. Disgusting prevalence of 
other personal vermin in this country. The natives deem it the 
curse of God on them.” Bugs numerous, here and in Egypt. 
Shrubby and romantic countiy. Pass a picturesoue cliff, with 
numerous caves occupied by goatherds. Arrive at Tiberias. De- 
' :ription of the modern town, on the lake of (iennesaret ; iW 
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mural enclosure and towers. Fine reliques of the ancient town *, 
also of the famous hot (mineral) batlis of Tiberias. Their ex- 
traordinary dca^ree of lieat; exj)erinienfs therein. A Turkish 
bath, the resort of the Jews, and a Ro j-an se|ndchre, supposed 
by them to be the “ tomb of Jacob.” Remains of Vespasian^s for- 
tifications. Description of the lake Tibtirias. “ The miraculous 
^irau^fht^ of fishes,” and otlu^- gospel allusions considered. 
Lodge iirithe churcli, under an Amb priest, “identified as the 
liouse of lit. Rcter.” Exchange the sacred roof, for the open 
Vourt, on account of the fleas. Rroverl)ial saying of tlie natives 
up(v- these insects. The dearth of fisJi accounted f<ir. Passage 
of Jordan tliwujgh the lake, discernible. 

Arrival of Mr. Cankes frojii a tour of the Haoiiraii. ( ’onsent to 
accompany him on his proje(*ted tour of the Dead Sea. Mr. 
Baiikcs makes a short visit to Sidbt. Inspect Om Keis, (tlie an- 
cient (mdara) in the comitry of “the (iadarenes.” Leave Tibe- 
rias. Pass the site of the ancient l'aui(!hca ; ruins of a Roman 
bridge on the Jordan, and the village of Semmack. Ooss the 
rwer Yarmack, or Hieronuix. Ancient site of “ Ainatha.” 
Kin^y received by the sheikh of the natives inhabiting the 
ancient sepulchres.^ Lodged in a lar^e tomb. Arrangements 
and description of its occupants. Scriptural recollections and 
identity of this spot, the Necropolis j its sepulchral and other 
antiquities described. 

Visit the brot springs in the plain of the Vannack. Ruins of a 
Roman bath at the source. Find sick persons thereat. Return 
to Tiberias. Occupied foui* days in measuring the circuit of the 
ancient city, and in making researches. Mr. Bankes dis(M)vers 
and makes a plan of a curious ancient fortification. Elaborate 
ta^ of taking the measurements. Its appellation by the natives. 
Historical remarks thereon. Roman ruins in the village of Erbcd 
at the foot of Mount Beatitude. Old convents of singidiur con- 
struction, between the village of JMajdil, the ancient Magdala, 
and the fortress Callah-el-Hainmain. Ruins of six Roman baths, 
of lukc-warm mineral water, jii the vicinity. Their form, pe- 
culiar* construction, and surrounding scenery described. Swim 
to the Scorpion rock. Leave Tiberias. Pass an extensive aque- 
duct , discover traces of the walls of Tarichea. Circuitous course 
of the Jordan here. Pass a khan near a bridge of arches upon 
arches. Observe a Roman mile-stone. Pavement of the ancient 
road again perceivable. A sarcophagus on an eminence. A great 
number of Arab camps on our way. Arrive at Bysan, supposed 
^he Bethshan of Scripture. Sacred memoranda thereof. Inspect 
the ruins of this great city. Its famous theatre, ,novv filled with 
weeds, a primary object of interest. Remarks of Vitruvius on its 
peculiar structure ; make a plan thereof. Discover twenty-four 
skulls, and other human remains in a concealed vomitory. A 
viper entwined in one of them. Examine the reliques of the 
.tombs, neari the Acropolis, and remaining sarcophagi. A fine. 
Jloman bridge^^iind near it, t!ic paved way to th6 anticiit Ptol - 
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mais, now Acre. A dilamdated bridge. Prostrate columns^ of 
Corintbian architecture. Ruins of many subterranean graneries, 
and other antique remains in the suburbs. Character of the 
people. 

Leave Bysaii. Take ^(uides for fording the Jordan. ^ A tomb 
called “ Sheikh Daoud,” near Ae ford. Increased swi^ness of 
the river here. Bathe, and ascertain its breadth, ^^lt “ Ta»* 
bathat Fahkil.^’ Ruins of a modem village, of an ajpent city, 
neu*it. Of aline temple by the water>side, and of colimins of tn^ 
Doric, Ionic, and Corinthian orders. Excavations in the hills, tlie 
probable Necropolis, and the spot where Elijah was fed by the 
ravens. Sleep at Hallaiyye. Arrive at the vilhl^e Cafringee in 
the valley of Adjeloun- Traces of a Roman town. Accompanied 
b^ the principal Sheikh to the Callah-el-Riibl^at. Visit an exten- 
sive natural cave, supposed the cave of Mackkedah.” Scrip- 
tural reference thereto. Description of the castle and its antiqui- 
ties. Find a Roman mile-stone in an old mosque, with fragments 
of Roman sculpture. Village of Eugen, Roman tombs, and sar- 
cophagi. Extreme beauty of the coimtry. The arbutus and otifer 
curious trees. Further traces of the Roman road. More Roman 
mile-stones. Village of Souf, its scenery and antiquities. Visit 
the ruins of Djerasn. Character of the natives of Souf. Revisit 
Djerash escorted by the sheikh of Souf and ten armed men- Their 
officiousness and self-importance. Return to Sduf. The natives^ 
affected terror of the dytehmaan (enemy). Arrival ofMr, Bankea* 
interpreter and a soldier, with a young prince of the Benesuekher 
Arabs, and ten men armed and mounted. Ebn Fayes (the prince)* 
attended by his mace bearer. Description of the part^ and their 
martial mameiivres. Negociations with them for guidance and 
protection on our intended route. Their refusal to go beyond 
Kerek, and reasons thereof. Objects of our research as connected 
with scripture history ^ conclude with the Aj[ab guards pay down 
the money, and proceed. Make further measurements and survey 
at Djerasn. Precautions necessary in dealing with the Arabs. 
Pass the night at the village of Katty. The Arabs d^and sub- 
sistance money. Repeat our labours among tbe antiquities of 
Djerash. Conducted to a camp of tbe Salhaan Arabs. Artifice 
of the conductors, to induce a present of one of our horses. The 
Benesuckhers refuse to go to Djerash. Dispatch our baggage to 
Katty, and proceed for Djerash. Pass a deserted village. Me- 
ditated interception of us by six Salhaans. Reinforce ourselves, 
and advance upon them with ridicule. Resume our operations at 
Djerash. Measuring, drawing, and copying incripuons> Mr* 
Bankes surprised at work, and robbed of his cap by an armed 
Arab. Great quarrel at Katty between the Benesuckhers and the 
villagers. The field abandoned by the fonner. Dishonesty, diser- 
tion of the Damascus soldier. Completion of task at Djerash, 
Description of* its numerous splendcd ruins and antiquities, histo- 
rical remarks tliereoiH. 5 • 

Depart for Szalfr,. (Jrqsa the Zerka. Pass the/light at a canip 
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of the Sallicil^iis. Mena^in^*' scheme of the Beiiesucklicrs to im- 
pede our progress and exiort money. The prince’s prime minister, 
the chief rogue. The prince and his gang quit us for their o\vi\ 
camp. Proceed to Szalt. Ruins of a large square Cyclopean 
building in the valley Da^^ga. Pass some inclosed vineyards. 
Prospect of Szalt, and its luxuriant neighbourhood. Description 
of its qhoice fruits. Arrive, weA through. The people’s reception 
and tr^tment of us. Find ma^y Christians. Conducted to the 
bouse of^^ne. Attempted extor^n of the minister.” Dismiss 
the gang, 'fheir efforts and threats to draw us to tlieir camp. 
Our contempt of them. Insulted by the Mahoinrncdan natives. 
Accompanied by the .shcikli’.s son and five guards on our re- 
searches. RuitlU of the village Athan, and sarcophagi in the 
rocks. Two old tombs at Gilhad (riliiood; adoption of one as ji 
Christian chapel. “ The birth place of the prophet Flijali.” Visit 
several ruined villages. Szalt identified as Machserus, where Jolm 
the Baptist was beheaded. Conciliatory invitation from the Benc- 
suckher prince to Jiis camp. Qur ulterior plans and determination. 
Oult Szsdt amidst a great dispute among the people. Our inter- 
preter found concealed and crying behind a door. Rejoined by 
the prime minister and two Benesuckhers ; their attempt to mis- 
lead us aided by the Turkish natives. Discover the ri^ht road to 
Jerusalem, and proceed followed by the Arabs. View of the 
Dead Sea, Jericho and the plain of Jordan. The two men leave 
us; th^ 8m>poSed object. Divert our course towards the Jordan 
anu <piit ** the minister.” Reach its banks. Ancient tombs. Swim 
the nver ou horseback. Spoil all our papers. Misled by a la- 
bourer, Benighted and shelter in a shepherd’s cave. Retrace 
our steps to Wady Zeit. Received by the peasants armed ; mis- 
taken. Procure a guide for Nablous. The Arabs reported to be 
in chace of us. Village of Bait Horage. Twenty-eight hours 
without food. Village of Kaffer Baiter. Old Roman tombs and 
tanks, dead bodiefutlmrein. Jacob’s well. Nablous the ancient 
^chem. Ruins of a large toivn, tank, and sheikh’s tomb, on mount 
Gerizim. Visit Bethlethcm and St. John’s. Tricl? of the fire 
in the Holy Sepulchre at the Greek Easter. Departure i\ith 
the pilgrims, the governor and an immense body of troops to the 
Jordan. The Procession described. Arrival at the camp near 
Jericho. Proceed to the Jordan. Pilgrims all bathing. Their 
various ceremonies described. Attended by two Arabs, bathe in 
the Dead Sea. Peculiar nature and effects of the water. Reach 
Jerusalem, Meet Lord and Lady Belinore. Serious dispute of the 
Friars in the Holy Sepulchre. Sepulchres called the tombs of 
the kings. The governor refuses permission to excavate. I'he 
Reverendissimo certifies our visit to all the sacred places at 
Jerusi^m. 
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Lin TEH V. 

PiiKLiMiNAiLV arnini^cMiKMits f(ir letivini? Jenisulcin. Assume 
oriental names. Adapt our costume. Secrete our money in onr 
belts, and depart, well armed, from Jerusalem at dusk. Party, 
elevci) in number. SUm*^) at Eetlilcliein. Proceed lT)r “ Solo- 
mon’s pools;*' ascend the mounta^i of the Franks. The.r(iiiious^ 
state of its wa^s and lowers 5 * mlitary histoi^ thereof, /view of 
the Dead Sea. * Bethlehem, Proceed by HarriatoCn to the 
labyrinth ; curiosity thereof. English names inscribed. Ruins ' 
of Tekoa, built by King Rehoboam. Track to Hebron. Pass 
Sipheer and its Roinati sepulchral caves. Riiins^f the house of 
the House of Abraham.** Pass numerous vineyards, with an- 
tique Ava toll- ton or.s. 

Arri\e at llehron. Hospitable reception. Description of the 
town and its inhaliitants. Refused aclinission to the mosque and 
Tomb of Aliraham. Description ^ the exterior. Manufactory 
of glass lamps. Introduction to tne Jewish pAest by the gover- 
nour. Hospitality of the Jews, who offer letters of iiitroductioiK, 
Visit tlie synagogue. Present the governour with a watch. His 
dissatisfaction. Contract for guides. Governour inspects our 
firmans, &c. Introduces our conductors. The law officers and 
authorities. The guides refuse to conduct us. Receive the 
money and Avatch. Depart by ourselves for Kerek. A messenger 
overtakes iks. Wo rc-eontract and receive one Jellidieen Aral^. 
Pass the mins of Hagee, and two Roman tombs. JeUaheeti 
camp of thirty tents, Avith harems for the women. An Arnb 
tailor arrives ; refusal, from fear, to conduct us to Wady Mousa. 
Agree for guides to Kerek; their avarice 011 the road; they leave 
US; they rejoin us. Delightful prospect of the Dead Sea. Pass 
an old 'ihirkish ruin on u rock. Drink from a pool of green, 
stagnant water at Ll-Zowar, a man fmthin'^ therein. Enter the 
great plain at the end of the Dead Sea. lleffcsh ourselves with 
flour and witer, and retire to rest. Disturbed by our guides 
in dread of the clytehmaan. Obser\'e numerous hills and strata 
of salt. Mountainous margin of the Dead Sea, pass into a country 
of curious shrubliery. Botanical remarks thereon. 

Arrive; at the nahr el Hussan, or horse river. The Ghorneys 
hospitably entertain ns; rufuse any compensation. Mistaken 
for soldiers of Mahommed Aga. Left them in a terrible scramble 
and dispute for money throAvn amongst them. Great annoyance 
from horse flics, identified by the natives as those of the plague. 
The destruction of Sodom and (jomorrah. Attempt to cross the 
Hussan on horseback. Our horses lay down in the stream ; dis- 
mount and walk down. Proceed under the mountains. See 
quantities of rich porphory, and various beautiful stone. Collect 
specimens thereof. Reach the south end of the Dead Sea, and 
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its back-waVr. Pass j,hti iiifrkt in a ravine covered with the 
choicest odoriferous shrubs. Ascenfl a barren mountain ; hailed 
by three men with a j^n. Take a sketch of the fine view of 
the Dead Sea. Accoste|^roughly by the llirce men who remained 
with us. Surprised bjrnVe other armed men in ambuscade. 
They qiie§tioii us, and we prifceed. Pass throu^ii a fertile coun- 
try onMhe river Souf, Snila. \Observe the ancient roill-i'ourscs. 
The cas;lc of Kerek appears, ^^uins of the seraglio ; a mosque 
of Mcle^-re-4aher. Approach the fortress 'described. Dis- 
mount and enter. Curious comstruetion of the town. Dcscrip- 
cion of tlic castle and its Mahommedau architecture. A Christian 
church therein.- Account of its «supposcd founder. Its paintings 
and sculpture. ’ Sheikh Yousouf absent celebrating his recent 
nuptials. Kindly received by Abdel Khader, liis son. Costume 
and habits of the women. Our horses and ourselves well fed, gra- 
tuitously. J\Jcet with a great Arab traveller, liis ac'count of 
himself ; he contrasts the privileges of this country with that of 
.the Turks. Dinfi at a Turk^S house on boiled mutton, without 
/bread, a common practice, and its origin. Old Shiekh Yousouf 
arrives without his youthful bride; his person and manners 
described.. Inhabitants remarkably illiterate, the Greek priest 
being the only person who cpuld read. Breach of promise of the 
governor of Jerusalem. The Greek priest mediates and arranges 
for onr departjpre and conduct to Wady JMousa, &c. Yousouf 
pledges himself to accompany us thither. Witness the payment 
of a bridal do^vry. The good understanding between the Cliris- 
tians and Turks. Departure from Kcrck. Sarcophagi. Joined 
by an Arab from Dejebal, who describes the fortitications and 
capital of Dareyah; and buried treasures. Silver preferred to 
gold. Horses fed on camels’ milk. Shiekh Yousouf mistaken for 
a Wahabee. His horror threat. Refreshed with sour milk and 
bread at the camp Sheikh Ismavel, Yousouf’s youngest son. 
The ruined village of Mahannah ; the Christian church. Survey 
various ruins. Return and sleep at Ismayel’s camp. - Resume our 
journey, and pass numerous Arab camps, and ruined sites. 
Arrive at that of Hainahta or Mote. Musshut, the tomb of 
Abou Taleb, A Roman milc-stonc. Mahommedans alight and 
pr^ at the tomb of Sheikh Jaila. 

Camp of Shiekh Sahlen), commander of Djebal, and the country 
to Shobek. Refusal of his attempted extortion. His consequent 
imprecation. Adjustment of differences ; accompanies us with 
his son to a camp of thirty tents. Visit the ruins of Dettrass. 
A temple and other Roman remains. Solemnities on a death 
in one of the harems. Pass the remains of Acoujub, a Roman 
fortress. Observe quantities of lava issued from the mountains. 
Picturesque fall of tlie rivulet el Hu.sseiii. Ruins of a small 
but rich building, on the promontory; its fine .sculpture of 
araU^ue foliage, capitals, columns, Old mill-courses in 
the vxii^s. Another c^uw^ of thjpy-thrcc tents. Fresh 
attempts aV extortion, &c. Volcanic sttne, tV. ', Our spy- ’ass 
purloined ; compelled to^rcdccni if Jhi' - tivo rufi'Ccs. Daos , u 
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relation ot the sheikii of Kcrek, robbed# of hia .swojll. Pass the 
village of Baaida, and reach the mins WOhanindel. Columns 
and capitals of bad Doric arclutectiire. A camp of Bedouin Arabs ; 
take food uitb them. Discover scv eray volcanic ciikinences, and 
ijuantities of lava, 'J'race an anciej^Tltoman high-way of curious 
pavement. Ruins of s(|iiflre stoii^muildings. Three nfile-stones, 
with effaced inscriptions. Kxai^c some antient Turki^ build- 
ings, w'ith Arabic inscriptions^ Discover some A™5s, and 
divert our course, (rigantic Ascription of Shobpk. / Verdant 
gardens of fig trees, at the foU of the hill. Pass the tomb of 
Sheikh Abon SolimarK Approach the town ; assailed by the nativciT. 
Our safely guaranteed hythe ptesence of ShieUis Voiisouf and 
Salvlem. Oarried to a divan iu the open air, aufl refreshed with 
dried figs : the building constructed upon the ruins of crusade 
architecture. Arabic inscriptions upon the JVlahonimedaii castle, 
r.xtcnsivc view of the before-mentioned desert and volcanos 
( 'iistomary salutations and manners of the natives. x\larm of 
Arabs, wlio had killed the goats of the natiVes. 'Phreatened 
retaliation. Roman inscription on the church entrance, ascribe 
to the hVank kings of Jerusalem j description of its architecture 
Quit Shobek and arrive at a large Arab camp. Titular dis- 
tinctions of the sheikhs. Our hospitable reception. Recognise a 
merchant of Hebron, who had been robbed of his goods by the 
Arabs. Their habits in the tents. Abou Raschid arrives and dines 
Avith U.S. Orders restitution of the merchants goods. Abou 
Zatoun, the shiekli of Wady Mousa, violently opposes our pro- 
gress there. Joined by his people and depart with violent threats 
against us. Abou Rasoliid following them, vows to enforce our 
acivance. Joined at Samniack by a w^ell armed and mounted host 
subject to him. 'Swears “ that we shall drink of (he water of Wady 
IMousa.” Wild and romantic view of Mount Hor. 

Perceive traces of a Roman vvay similar former. Alight at 
a camp of sixty-eight tents, in three circles on'^a mountain. Mag- 
nificent and 4 )icturesquc views ofCToves, fertile fields, and camps. 
Mount Hor, the reputed tomb of Aaron. Distant view of Mount 
Sinai. Reach another camp subject to Abou Raschid. Odd 
dress of the natives. Warlike appearance of the Wady Mousir 
camp. A large deputation arrives; their conference with Abou 
Raschid. Ineffectual remonstrances with our opponents; aud 
return to the camp for the night. Violent storm; the cattle 
seek shelter in our tents. Wm: determined upon ; Abou Ras- 
chid seuds for reinforcements to Shobek, and desires the presence 
of Sheikhs ^ ousouf and Sahlem. '^Pheir arrival. Recommends 
pacific measures. Renewal of conferences unsuccessful. Con- 
tinued arrival of reinforcements. Warlike appearance of our 
camp. Noble disinterestedness of Abou Raschid. Hindi, a 
powerful x\rab chief, dechjrcs for our cause, and threatens to unite 
]iis force. Thievq^ and siiics deteej^ in our camp. Old Yqjif* mPs 
eloquence ill on# favour, aJid cof^matory but decisive ^ 
Tntcrostiu^'^cctsof {!iutiquity,^i& 5 Cernible. iMc.<]jf5c a secret 
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visit there^^. Arrival jof a numerous cavalcade. 1 'he chiefs 
aliffht and pay hoinage(to Raschirl. Peace proclaimed, and our 
auxiliary force dischar^jed. Rejoicings of the men. Excuse 
themselves by having ^ujgposed us Frenchmen. Intending to 
poison tl^p water. A person from the pashaw of Damascus "exa- 
mines our papers. His totalMgnorancfe of the Tiukish language. 
Visit^j by Abou Raschid. RiLuains of towers ; traces of a great 
metropolis. Depart with the (^putation for Wady Mousa ; con- 
trived separation from them on tl^ road. Arrive near the village ; 
large encampment of the inhabitants. Outskirts of the vast Necro- 
polis of Petra. Its various sepuVhral and other antiquities ; their 
style characterised ; historical atlusions and comparisons relating 
thereto. Curious entablatures and inscriptions of the tombs. Awful 
and sublime appearance of the approacli to Petra. Impressive 
effect of the screaming of tlie birds of prey. The spot where the 
pilgrims were murdered last year by the men of Wady Mousa; 
the wrapping cloak and watch of one of them offered to us for 
sale. A magnificent temple ; unparalleled beauty of its .structure ; 
numerous colossal statues. Traditional depository of a vast 
treasure; Hasnah-el-Faraoun opinions as to its antiquity. Pyra- 
mids on the rocks. Pliny and Strabo’s description of Petra, 
and its customs. Construction of the houses of Petra. Splendid 
ruins of the theatre, surrounded by sepulchres. Grand and capa- 
cious mausoleum. Tombs of Moses and Aaron on the supposed 
Mount Ht>r. Curious hues of the mountains. Engage an Arab 
shepherd as our guide. Leave Abou Raschid with our servants 
and horses and proceed. Visit an old Sheikh in a tomb at the 
top of the mountains; antiquities thereof. Prospects of tlic 
surrounding country. Oliservc the facade of another temple in 
the northern approach to the city; its majestic appearance. 
Reconducted by AboivRaschid from the ruins to the palace. Hor- 
ticultural advant^i of the city. Scriptural references thereto ; 
depopulated state of the city. Quit the district of the tombs, and 
arrive at a small camp ; stopped by two men mshiug therefrom ; 
hipndly contention for the honour of affording us gratuitous sup- 

S lies 5 their hospitality, and subsequent avarice. Aral) (‘haracter 
epicted. Revisit Petra, and return to the camp. Our apprehen- 
sion of robbers. Proceed towards Shobek. Great inconvenience 
from cold. Arrive at Abou Rachid’s camp, and joined by Sheikhs 
Yousouf and Sahlem. Raschid’s mace-bearer sent witli us to 
Shobek ; quit it 5 pass a swarm of locusts ; peculiar effect of the 
rock whereon they alighted ; reported frequency of their appear- 
ance. Arrive at Ipseyra, or Bsaida; people surly and fanatical. 
Pass the village of Tafyle to the tents of Sheikh Sahlem. En- 
tertained on our way by shepherd’s l)oys with their double pipes. 
Descend into the Wady-el-Asha, and" bathe in the hot spring, 
des^nated by the natives ‘*the bath of Solomon ;” scriptural 
to this spot. Kill j^large black- s'earpion.' Regaled at 
me caiSiij^of the father of Yousouf s' bfi(^,. and proceed to 
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Korok. l^acilic cxch<jji^(‘ ol* pivdciits bAvA'Ceii old Fousouf and 
llic .Uiiiaeee Aial);s. Oesjierat**. illness (x the sheikhas brother’s 
wile ; ndniinistcT to her relief. l*ass thesfcurecof Ain-cl-Erangce, 
the frank’s fountain. Set out to explorj the southern extremity 
of liic Dead Sou ; enjjfu^e a j^uide ; IdpCxtortion. Meet a caravan 
forllel>ron and Jcrusalemt Pass tub spot of a dreadful Massacre. 
A laii^c herd of cattle, spoil from rfie Ifaouran. ^ 

Arrive ut a prospect of the l)^d Sea; remarkable appearance 
of its evaporation. Hebron ciravau implores copcce^ient of 
their route from the dread oi»robl)ers. Descend towards the 
plain (jf (ihnr; its agricultural mppearanccs. Various ruins and* 
uiititpiilio, probably the site ofithe ancient Zoar. View bf the 
Dam, and description of the village of the inndel GJionicys, 
a ml itri inhabitants. Peculiarities of the vegetation of the Dead 
Sea; lino salt upon the beach. People collecting the same. Ap- 
pearance and description of the promontory. Collect lumps of 
nitre un<l sulphur; observe traces of foreign travellers. Pass 
the strait betwixt the sea and back-water. Observe a small . 
caravan from Korek. Quantities of dead locusts; their extraor-, 
dinary appearance. History and description of the hack-watet^ 
Arrive at Sheikh Yousouf’s camp ; find men come to claim the 
cattle robbed from them by Ismayel’s people ; arbitrary adjudi- 
cation of Yousouf, Return to Kerek. Reach Abba, formerly 
Rabl)ath-Moa1), aftc^nvards Areopolis. Ruins of Rpman temples, 
&c. Pass the night at a Christian camp. In teres ting^phenome' 
non viewed from the southern extremity. Visit the ruins of 
Bait-Kerm. Remains of a large Roman palace. Lodge in the 
camp near it. Repeated appeals of the men for^ their cattle. 
Sheikh ilarn. A conspicuous object from an eminence. Re- 
peated prospects of the Dead Sea, and its interesting shores ; 
ascertain its extent. Arrive upon the brink of Wady Modjeb, 
the ancient Anion. The ancient road, ahd various relics of 
antiquity coeval with Trajan. Roman mug-stone of Marcus 
AiireUus. .Pass the land of the Moabites into that of the 
Amorites. Reach Diban, the Dibon of Scripture. Interesting 
landmark, A consecrated pile of stone-work. Remains oT a 
fine Roman bridge. Milc-stoiics of Severus. Pass Djebal 
Attarous, prolialdy Nebo. Stop at a camp, near the ruins of 
Muyn, the Baal Maya of Scripture. Take various bearings of 
the Dead Sea, and its vicinity. Return to the camp near Mayn, 
Prospect of Heshhou, and other mins. Engage a guide to 
the sources of hot water. Pass immense numbers of rude 
sepulehnii moiiumeuts of remote antiquity. Find ourselves in 
an ancient highway. Cross the bed of the torrent Zerka Mpyn. 
Animals feeding, called Meddii, or Beddn. Obtain views of the 
Dead Sea, Frank Mount, and Bethlelicm, also of the romantic 
valley of Calirrhoc. Stream of hot water from a high rock ; 
its sulphureous aopearunce. A. rapid and copious river ^*btlie 
bottom uiiderngatii of eqUul tcnp^faturc. Traces ^ pristH?e 
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buildings oif the rock. ) Find four Roiuan defaced medals. Our 
Arab guide takes a vauour bath. Nature and properties of the 
springs described, l^rjcccd to the Beiiesuekcr’s camp, near 
IVLadeba. Alight at theH,'^'^^ of the chief Ebn-Fayes, onr former 
companion to Djerash, (anJt from wly)m we escaped to Szalt) ; 
receii^jd l)y him and his brol||ier outside thereof ; their dress of 
handsone silk from Damascus.^ The elder brother plays a one- 
stringed^^ fiddle, and sings tn^ death of his father.” Supper 
served in air immense wooden dish, borne by three persons ; 
agree for a guide to Oom-i-Rasasi, 

An immense tank at Madeba .7 Reach Oom-i-Rasass. Extensive 
Christian riiiiis.i Mr. Bankes renews his researches j is robbed b) 
an armed Bedouin of his abba. Meet with increased numbers of 
camels. Reach Ileshbon and find Sheikh Voiisouf, the man of 
Szalt, and the young prince of the Bcnesuckhcrs. Preiiare to in- 
spect the ruins Jind the celebrated pools. Receive a message of 
extortion from Ebn Fayes for leave to proceed. Expostulate and 
' produce our firman, lie threatens to shoot us. Persist in onr 
^..refusal of his demand, and are allowed to proceed. Heshhon 
vrheat brought to parch during our detention. Descriptive ac- 
count thereof. Ruins uninteresting. Find many human sculls 
and bones. Quit Heshbon for Szalt. 

Arrive at Arrag-el-Emir. Grand ruins of a large edifice. 
Sculpture in •relievo. The supposed palacte of Hircan, the 
brother oi Alexander, King of Jerusalem. Many artificial caves 
in the cliff near 3 their resemblance to stables. Arrive at Szalt. 
Pursue our journey, and pass the night at a camp of Beiicsuck- 
hers near Amman. Examine the ruins of Rabbath Ammon (now 
Amman) an immense theatre and an odeum close jbo it. Traces of 
other Roman edifices apd Christian churches. Pass the night at 
an Arab camp on tho^road to Djerash. Yousouf again charged 
with stealing the^'people’s cattle^ dismisses thorn hy coolly 
pleading possession. Yousouf takes leave of us. Apology for 
the impositions of the natives. Cross the Zerka, flie Jabbok of 
^ermture, and return to Djerash. Complete our survey of the 
edifices and proceed by Rajib to the Jordan. Roman remains in 
a vUlage-mosque near Katty. Wild boar shooting; these ani- 
mals very numerous. Return to our bivouack. An adder found 
in Mr. Legh’s blanket. Reach the Bysan ford on the Jordan, 
^oceed to Tiberias. Visit Mount Tabor ; travellers names in- 
scribed on the ruins thereof. Beautiful plain of Esdredon. Arrive 
at Acre. Instance of unfeeling barbarity there. Observations 
on the character and manners of the Arabs. Their manufacture 
of clothing, &c., chiefly hy the women. Found many concealed 
dead bodies. Practice of ty thing to support the sheikhs. Ejii- 
bark in an imperial brig for Constantinople. Reasons for avoid- 
ing jgir visit to Asia Minor at this season of tlic year. Mr. Legh 
leyeH^re by land, for Pa^j^a, &c. Mr. Bankes by sea, for 
regret at parti^, with such e7ircllei||;compainons. 
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LEITER VI. 

Equip with Turkish travelling* costtfme^ a finnan and two 
biruldies, for post horses. Depart frym’^(jonstantinoplc Ijpr Scutari 
with a Tartar servant and anothi^ Reasons for engaging the 
”1 artar. Purchase of horses. Priced from Scutari and ^verse 
the villages of Gaobin and Bendi^. Arrive at Ghiviza the Lybissa 
of antiquity. Cross an arm of Abe Marmora to Ersek. # Proceed 
to Kisderveiit, inhabited by Grelks. Pass the lake Ascanius, and^ 
reach Isiiick or Tchinisli, the si\e of ancient Niciea; advance to^ 
the town of Lefke. Arrive arBilejik. Shuhut situated in a 
i)eautiful valley. Arrive at Eski Shehr. Roarf through open 
baked plains. Sidi Gazi. Many ancient fragments thereat. 
Pass a naid-shle fountain with several fragments. Stop at 
Kfiosru Khan, a miserable place, with many relu^ues in its neigh- 
bourhood. Breakfast at a fountain of Roman structure; its 
sculpture, &c. Pass two ancient cemeteries and a Mahommedan • 
burial ground, also a Curd camp of black tents. Reach Bul-^ 
werdun. Proceed over a swampy plain and a cause-w'ay to Isakli]!^ 
a considerable place. The road through a fertile plaui, swamps 
and lakes in the distance. 

Arrive at Ak Shelir a large town. Description of the suite of 
a rich Turk travelling. Proceed through a pOQr country and 
reach Ilgum, thence through a down countir to Khadun khan. 
Roman ruins therein. Pass two altars with Greek inscriptions; 
reach Ladik. Burial ground described. Road tl\fough plains. 
Arrive at Konich, (formerly Iconiuiri) the capital of a pashalic : 
Description thereof and its inhabitants. Proceed through 
plains of rich soil uncultivated ; thence through open plains 
partly cultivated, with villages in sight, to^^arabignar (near some 
volcanic mounds). Miserable houses, a haqdsorne khan and a 
iiios(iue in a ruinous state. Leave Karabignar,' and pass a mound 
of conical form, surrounded by a natural fosse with saltwater; 
ground covered with ashes and Scoriae. Sunigees return. Plan 
to avoid ex(*hungc of horses, pursued ineffectually. A deseited 
village. Observe some Turk omen’s tents of singular construction. 

Arrive at Erklc or Eilegria, beautifully situated. Surugees 
imprisioned for causing the death of a horse; with difficulty 
obtain one to proceed with us. Leave Erkle and enter a hilly 
country. Pass some fine rivulets and a village. Large patches 
of last years’ snow on the highest parts of Mount Taurus. 

Stop at Olukooshlah, a place with a khan and a few huts. 
Delay in procuring horses. Road now between some trees and 
gardens to a riveris side. The mountains’ production of rich 

S s, sold to passengers. Scenery increases in beauty. Hnd 
lents of breccia, porphyry, &c. Arrive at a picturesque 
bridge of one bold arch; .)ruip8^ another and a fountain it. 
The road beooiives nigged ana Rie scenery less picturesr/e'. 
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inits of the Hills siiig*ulijHy pointed. Arriv/ at the post-house, 
Takehui*, situated in a w:M ni^^ed ])hu*e. Insolent behaviour of 
the Tartar, who returns Takehur. The [)ost-master, armed, 
menaces, and orders us U*-, ^top. Obliged to (^ivc up the horses. 
Proceed on foot. Tartar rejoii s with horses and ba^ga^e. Road 
cut throu<jh the rock, at a pla.^e callerf Kolinkboa};, one of the 
7 auri I*'^ae, or Cilicae Pylie of the ancients. Arrive at a afuard- 
house and fountain ; descend throu|,^harug‘jced road across numerous 
ravines, i'ass alWkish castle on in eminence. Also remains of 
.t column of iiandsome porphyry. r\iss an old Roman castle. Ap- 
proach a considerable river, and .^lesoend into the great plain of 
Tersoos. Country covered with myrtle, &c. Cross the Cydiius, 
and arrive at the khan in Tersoos. Thermometer at 92 in 
the shade. Tersoos described. Its present commerce, &c. Quit 
Tersoos for the coast of Karamania. Proceed by the road to 
Kazalu. Reach ah artificial mound; fine pottery and other re- 
mains on its suminit Prospect over the plain; village of Kazalu. 
The Scala, and vessels at anchor. Plain partially cultivated with 
i:jOtton. Pass the ruins of a town, having part of a building 
siuiding. On the left another artificial mound with the remains of 
a port. Stop at a small mill. Ground covered with dwarf wood. 
Proceed by various gardens of figs, &c. encompassing a vilIl^(e ; 
the inhabitants sleeping in the open air under the trees. This 
cultivated tract ivery limited. ^ Road through Dwarf Woodland. 
Another artificial mound with ruins. Cross a considerable stream 
and reach Pomueiopolis, surrounded by dark looking bushes. 
Ruins describej^ Cross several streams and bridges. Another 
artificial mouila with ruins' thereon. Country more open and 
boggy. Pass several places where the natives tread out the corn, 
and sleep on stages, elevated upon poles. Skirt the sea-beach. 
Quit the plain country, and cross a rocky hill. The supposed 
boundary between (Jilicia (Jampestris andf Aspera. Cross the 
mouth of a large river in a sandy bay, a bridge and village near* 
Large heaps of stones collected. Ruins of foundatioas, Ac. A 
Rotns^n aqueduct on a double tier of arches across tlie Latmus. 
Troughs cut in the rocks, and holes perforated to fasten the 
cattle to. Description of several ruins. Proceed over a stony 
road. Continuation of the grand aqueduct. Pass a burial place 
called Shedelah, and descend into a sandy bay to some wells 
of water, called by the natives Ayasli. Some ruins described. An 
ancient paved way lined with tombs, sarcophagi, altars, &c. Ar- 
rive at a sandy nay and an isthmus. The great aqueduct again 
appears, though much in ruins, and near it the remains of a 
palace, &c. The ruins of Eleusa, or Sebaste. Ascend the next 
eminence. Baggage horse falls over a precipice. Its fall 
broken by the baggage. A tomb described Rout, in the ancient 
paved yay, to a castle and ruins. Descend into a valley leading 
to th' ijr^Tf^orc, where stands an offi c^tle. Remains of a pier pro- 
iA/»' niiH cnnriA irlihiii'skt Rs extremiiof. Ruins of a 
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ti»\vii on n, hill eastward, and on the i»idej( of the valify to tlic west, 
vcniiiiiis of excavated houses. A sareJihaffus on the iijipcr part 
of these hills. The villaj^c of Iclmran feportod to be near. Cross 
the foot of the western hill to a sandyA)ay. Anotlurr castle on a 
sandy island. Several springs of ^sfi water issue from the rocks 
close to the sea, the firs^t scon ^cc crossing the La^mus. The 
ruins of the ancient (^oryciis. Enquire for the SalFrowVave 
Strabo. Pursue our route ovc/a roupfli road, the coast formini^ 
many bays and inlets. A sm/ll vessel at anchor iji iirst bay. 
Promontories between these yays excessively ruif«ed, and road 
bad. horse falls fretiucntly. Followed by seven natives 

of leburan, a very wild lo(>kiu<f people, armed with knives. Oiir 
party with fire arms. The inhabitants of this country noted 
pirates. Passed five eaves in one of the valleys. Continuation of 
very bud road into an extensive plain, terminating to tlie south in 
a bmg, low promontory. Pass the ruins ofP^rshendy aud some 
others. Plain partially cultivated with cotton. Men employed 
spinning wool, the occupation of women in other parts of the 
Levant. Arrive at a miserable village, by the edge of a moras^. 
A large building formed of ancient ruins. Continuation of 
road. A small mound with the remains of ancient buildings; 
and some sarcophagi near. Arrive at the Ghiuk Sooyor river, 
the amdent Calycadnus, and enter Sclefkeli, one of the ancient 
Selcueias. Selefkch, and some other ruins nqar it, described. 
Conductor taken ill. Continue our course westward.* No horses 
to be procured at Selefkch. Anive at some ]ruins and a small 
bridge, (juit the plain country and pass along a^ocky coast, by 
an extensive Necropolis of sarcophagi cut in theVock, To the 
ruins of another village, and further on to a bay, having a large 
Turkish fortress on its western promontory. A polacca brig at 
anchor. Converse with the crew. Pass in^o another bay sheltered 
by an island. Two vessels taking in wood. Ruins at the head of 
tlie bay and on the island. Bays sheltered Tiy the curved projec- 
tion of the point Bissau el Kahpeh. 

Pass over a very high bluff, and descend among romantic cliffs 
and ravines into a valley. Stop at a small source of fresh water ; 
the first seen since starting. Find an open stage placed for the 
accommodation of travellers, there being no inhabitants. The 
valley inclosed by two high cliffs ; ascend with great difficulty, 
and examine the ruins of a Turkish castle. A commanding view 
of the sea, and the island of Cyprus. Observe some natives, 
and being unariricd, retire, and join the rest of the party. Pass a 
stormy night in the open air ; experience violent feverish heat 
and tnirst- Drink constantly at the fountain. Morning, the 
weather more serene. Valley opens on a deep bay of the sea- 
coast. Pass over a mountainous and barren country; come 
to some abandoned huts and gardens. Ser\'ant’s illness in- 
creases to a high fever. Advance further, and \Vith /^Siculty 
find the track, there being no road. Arrive at Clgt.fre?*/(t^yat.bc .j 
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ancient (Jclin^lcris. Two vessels lyinjif in the port. CIuTmdreU 
descril)cd. Ear^yain for horses to prorecd. The disorder, Avhirli 
luid attacked all the- pur, y, increases. 'riion«;lits of proceediiiir 
abaiidoio'd. Resolve to fasten to (Cyprus for medical aid. Our 
^i^uide, to obtain relief, blooded with tlu* point of a nail. Party 
much exhausted for want of i ourislinient. 'rerinioation of the 
tour aiV'ibutuhle to want of wholesome food, unwhoLsomeness 
of the waters, lyini^ on the nia-;rin of the swamps, and Avuiit 
of suflieiikit coverinrt* at nights. ]|\rrival at Cyprus. f.>angerous 
'‘illness of one of the party; eonvalesccncc. Rmhark for 
Marseilles in a Freueh hrig; arr val, after a passage of seventy 
days; perforin a quarantine of Wcrity, and proceed to Mont- 
pellier to rceruit our health. 

vSoMi: account f)f Cucluik ^Vli, in a letter from John Barker, 
Esq, to the Earl ^f Elgin. 
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Cnnients, Page xil. line 4, for nioorellthe read inonolithe. 

13, 27 1 Sheekreatf Shelkbfffosefm. 

1 17, 19, “ the fleece»» read " the flnse.*** 

127, 19i Appollnoplis read AppoUnopoll*. 

195, 1 0, PT0AEMAI02 reaimTOAEMAlOZ. 

222, 3, Latachia read Latacbia or Latakia, pattim. 

223, 2, SelactareffofSelencia. 

228, 18, an read and. 

28, Tnrkmen read Turkomen. 

856, 20; Goariiays read Gborneys. 

:i57, 27, Honssan read Hnssan. 

359, 1, el Derrah read el Dara, passim, a 

1 1, Saphy read Szafye or Ahaa, oaieJk. 

873, 18, WadyelHnsaeinrreat/Wadyel A|ia,j9aM/m. 

,878, 19, Showbac reaafSIrovrbee ^ 

432, 17, Zettum read Zetonn. 

458, 14, Rubba read Rabba. 
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LETTER I. 

TOUR IN EGYPT AND NUBIA. 

'Dofiription of the party and olject of pursuit.— Depar~ 
fromPhike. — Arrive at Second Cataract. — Elpha. 
'■^Ebsambal.—Open the great temple. — Derry Kalap- 
sche.— Retail to Phila.—Pass through the Cataract . — 
Vidt Aduan^Thebes. — Tentyra.— Arrive at Cairo. 

Cairo, September S7, 1817. 

We arrived here on the first instant, having made 
a much longer trip than we had intended ; the 
reason of this I shall explain in its proper place, 
and in the mean time proceed to a continuation 
of our narrative, from where my last letter, dated 
in June, concluded. I think I mentioned before, 
that we had joined, at Philse, Messrs. Beechey and 
Belaoni; the latter is Mr. Salt’s hgent. Their 
principal object in going up to the second cata- 
ract, was to endeavour to open the great temple 
at Fj»5Cr%bal^\by desire, of. ;Mr.< i§ii^t|| which Mr. 
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Belzoni had attempted the preceding ^ear. The 
whole face of the temple, as high as the heads of 
the statues which are in front of it, was buried in 
the sand which ha’d beeil blown from t^e ^desert. 
This sand, in the course of time, had accumulated 
to such a degree, as not only to fill up the whqlf 
of the valley through w^iich it had passed, but ^so 
to form a mountain, sloping from the front of the 
temple, for two or three hundred] yards towards 
the banks of the Nile. From all ej.ternal appear- 
ance it is probable this temple, which is hewn out 
of the live rock, had been shut for manjr cent^^s^ 
perhaps for more than two thousand yeaH; ^and 
in that case, if it had not suffered^ too much in " 
the general pillage and destruction which all 
the sacred edifices under\yent at'^e conquest 
of Egypt, by Cambyses and other subsequent 
princes, it was hoped that ^mething interesting 
to the antiquarian might be discovered. 

We Considered it a fortunate 'qjjrcumstance for 
us to have an opportunity of joining fn so 
interesting an undertaking, and as it b adviseable 
that travellers should be both numerous and well 
armed in Nubia, the junction of us four, togetiier 
with Mr. Beechey’s Greek servant, an Arab cook, 
and a . janbsary, composed a tolerably ' strong 
party. We could only add one solitary musket 
to a prett^^opd sto^ of arms of J^verv 
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tion whicl^ Mr. Beechey had with him. We 
hired a boat; which belonged to a village situated 
on a point amidst a cluster of date-trees which 
bounds^ the view of the river from Philae to the 
^uthward : the crew consisted of five men, in- 
^ding the reis or captain, and three boys : 
th^e of the men and the reis were brothers, and 
the fifth was their brother-in-law, having married 
their sister ; unis latter was dressed in a blue 
shirt, from whiph circumstance we nic-named him 
the blue devil his real name was Hassan ; he 
wil/^ hyjjtiA by a conspicuous character in this 
na^t!^. The hoys were sons of some one 
or other of the crew, and the boat they said 
belonged to t^ father of them all, an old man 
who wore a,f^en turl>an, as a descendant of the 
prophet. 

In the afternoon of the sixteenth, we started 
with a fine fur wind, having first settled a quarrel 
between two of our crew, in which one of the 
party was cut through the calf of the leg, to the 
bone : our agreement with the reis was for one 
hundred and sixty piastres per month, four pounds 
sterling ; and at the end of the voyage, if they be- 
haved well, a bachsheeish or present was pro- 
mised, a stipulation which always forms part of 
similar bargains in this country. It was expressly 
und^t^cd thajt the crev^ sl&uId^4Q4.|)[iemselves. 
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As we advanced upwards, the sand hilis filling up 
the cavities between the black granite rocks pre- 
sented a most remarkable contrast, the wind 
having drifted it very mtich ; the surface ip many 
places was quite fine and smooth, reminding one, 
with the exception of the difference of colour, of 
some of the scenery; in Switzerland, were /'me 
snow before it cracks, and after it has been drifted 
fine, presents just such an app^rance. The 
mountains here close much on thp river, and we 
looked in vain for that rich plain which, in Egypt, 
is every where to be seen on the h|vn^ ^j^he 
Nile. On the heights, as we proceeded, ^'Q^saw 
several Saracenic buildings placed m most pictu-"' 
resque situations ; they tend very much to set off 
this wild species of scenqty; ydu\d§o observe, 
throughout Nubia, numdrous piles of stones 
placed on the most elevated and conspicuous 
parts of the mountains, to indicate the vicinity of 
the Nile to the caravans from the interior of 
Africa, as Darfur, Dongola, and other places. 

Half a day’s sail from Philse, conducted us to 
the finishing of the granite rocks, which now gave 
place to those of calcareous stone, though on the 
river side, in most instances, their exterior still 
retains a black colour and a polish. The vein of 
red granite, which begins below Assuan, and ex- 
tends bey^qpd Phihei is supposed f^o co^^^e in 
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an easterlyMhection till it joins the shores of the 
Red Sea, keeping, nearly throughout, the same 

breadth : the observations which we made on our 

• • 

trips into the desert from Assuan, tended to con- 
firm this opinion. 

•On th“ afternoon of the seventeenth we came 
to^ place where the mountains close upon the 
river in a ver\abrupt manner, leaving no level 
land on the banks ; the hills at the same time pre- 
sented some 'vpry grand though rude scenery. 
I'his, by some travellers, is termed the boundary 
betoi^en Egf^t and Nubia, though I should be 
incliii^d to agree with the French, that the first 
cataract b a more natural limit to the two coun- 
tries ; as, imriediately above Assuan, you perceive 
not only country '.quite different from that 
below, but even natives of a character and colour 
in no way resembling the Egyptians, differently 
clothed, and speaking another language. 

This evening we arrived at Kalapsche,* and as 
we had to wait some time while our janissary 
was buying provisions, we went up to inspect the 
temple^ though we had agreed to visit the anti- 
quities in general as we returned from the second 
cataract. The ruins of this edifice are large and 
mag nifi cent, but it has never been finished : it 
consists of a large peristyle hall, (most of the 
^lurans of which have fallen; a,n4-mapy are un- 
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finished^) two chambers, and. a sanctTiary. The 
exterior walls are smooth, the sculpture not 
having^ even been commenced, and in tlje interior 
it is not finished, there being in no instance either 
stucco or painting. There has been .fir^t a quay 
on the river’s side, and then a flight of steps as 
approach to the temple. We reserved the Mea- 
surements, &c. till our return : th/ outer hall had 
several Greek inscriptions in it, some of them in 
tolerable perfection. / 

In the evening, before we stopped, we passed 
two crocodiles, they were on a shoal ih^e^iqi^adle 
of the Nile, and retired before we got near fhem^ 
they were the first we had seen |in<;e we left 
Philae ; indeed they are never m e^ ith near that 
island. On the nineteenth.a foul wind^bliged us 
to stop, when an old man -came to beg medicine, 
thinking we were hackim, or physicians, a strange 
notion which all barbarous nations have respecting 
Europeans ; we gave him some advice, though we 
declined any pretensions to the title he had g^ven 
us. Bruce, in making himself acquainted with the 
rudiments of physic, shewed how well he judged 
of the proper mode of travelling in these coun- 
tries; and his narrative proves how much he 
benefitted by thb knowledge. Our denial of all 
knowledge of physic met with little belief among 
the natiy^^aiRi tb ittdit^ us to giv^ them assis^^ 
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ance, they Offered t.wo fowls for any aid we would 
render to their patients. On the twentieth we 
saw a camel swimming across the river; one man 
swam before with a halter in his mouth, leading 
the animal, another followed behind, 
y June SI. We this day observed, immediately 
opposite Duckie, two lads crossing the river 
v^li^h is hera tolerably wide, and pushing and 
towing a laden reed raft. 

On the tn^nty-second observed the purple 
acassia; it bears some resemblance to a shrub, 
an^is evidently a dwarf species of the mimosa; 
nevelr attaining a height beyond a foot or fifteen 
inches; excepting in colour, the flower is like the 
yellow acasaa. On the twenty-third our crew 
killed a spake^at was basking on the river side; 
it was gray, with two black marks below its head. 
It was curious to see the precautions they used 
before they would surprise this reptile, which 
they represented as poisonous, though 1 did not 
believe it was so. We had this morning a re- 
gular wild-goose chase after an old one and four 
young ones; the crew jumped overboard and 
caught them all, though with some difficulty. I 
mention this merely to give you some idea how 
expert these people are in the water; they may 
almost be said to be amphibious. 

June 24. ■' This day ij^.^.:^r»$|^Qjg^^Koroskofr 
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in the morning; we purchased a sheep for nine 
piastres^ but were obliged to send the money 
before they would even shew the animal; we 
remonstrated much against this curious method 
of making a bargain, but nothing would induce 
them to change their plan. We this day saw^ 
the calibash growing ,wild on creepers up Jjae 
acassia-trees on the river side; /ur crew gQt 
three very good ones ; the boys als« found a sort 
of wild currant growing close to ^e water side; 
we tasted some, and thought them not unlike 
the blue-berry, though not shaped Mike t^m, 
being round; in size and colour they are alike. 

Our custom was always to bathe morning and' 
evening regularly, frequently oftener ;[this evening, 
while at this recreation, Mr. BelzdiS.'was bitten in 
the foot, wluch caused him' to cry out somewhat 
loudly for assistance; next morning he was bitten 
again, in the same place; this last time fetched 
blood, taking a piece out of the toe. The animal 
must have been small; he plainly felt something 
twisting round his leg; we all ^ee in thinking 
it must have been a water lizard. 1 should have 
told, you, the other day a man htuled us and 
asked ** if we would buy a spy-glass;” he said 
he was a native of Senaar: we thought it .must 
be the property of some European ^ho had been 
robbed, and ^qre|9i;e;..szud we would see it first 
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in conseqniince he , came into the boat, to be 
carried to the village where it was (about four 
hours’ sail above) ; however, on arriving there he 
walked off, and we never heard again either of 
him or his glass; the fact is, he wanted a passage, 
aad you, I am sure, will give him credit for so 
cubing a method of getting one. It is by these 
littre^traits tlKjt one can judge of the character 
of people of tliis description. 

J une 25. W^e this day arrived neaTKoroskofF,at 
the point where the river reaches the southernmost 
poii^, before^the beginning of the second cataract; 
for t^e ascent of . the river here turns due north, 
and continues in that direction between ten and 
fifteen miles;] after which it becomes S. W. and 
then west tcTThe second cataract. The Nile 
here assumes a picturesque appearance, having 
several islands and rocks in the centre of it. In 
the evening our 'janissary shot , a wild-goose; its 
plumage was beautiful, and its taste exce’edingly 
good, though we had not the means of cooking 
it in a very savoury manner. 

June 26. Observed the Nile to have fallen 
about one and a half foot; it is now twenty-two 
days since it began to rise; it is already above 
the cataract of Syene (Assuan). 

June 27. We this day saw two crocodiles; 
F men requested us .tq.fir^'-so^ muskets to 
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frighten them away, but were noff afraid of 
towing the bark in the water close to the bank 
were we observed them; I think, from what we 
have noticed of these animals, that if ever they 
do attack people, it is but very seldom. This 
morning a man on horseback came down to tW. 
river side, and said he was sent by Halleel Ca^ef 
with salam alicams (compliments)/ he,-how^r, 
seemed more intent to get something for himself 
and in a moment enumerated several articles 
which he requested us to give him; such as. 
coffee, snufiP, gunpowder, salt, &c.; we told 4iim 
we had none to spare, as we reserve those articles 
for Hassan Cashief, the chief person in this 
country, and whose favour it is necJ^ssary to gain 
by presents, in order to get permissiqp to open 
the temple at Ebsambal, one of the principal 
objects of the expedition; that chief has pledged 
his word to Mr. Belzoni, that none but the 
English* should be allowed to work there, on 
condition that he, Hassan, was to have half the 
gold that was found in it: for these people have 
no idea that our researches for antiquities in this 
country, have any other view than to get trea- 
sure; and they laugh when we tell them we are 
looking for stone statues, and slabs of that mate- 
rial, with inscriptions on them. • They cannot 
conceive what ipotive can. induce us to come suo^: 
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a distance!} and expend three or four-thousand 
piastres to clear away an accumulated mass of 
sand, f(jr no other purpose than to find some 
granite figures. 

We non' observed the water to be exceedingly 
'^uddy, and of a reddish yellow colour. Wc 
sti^^ed a short time at OfiSdena with a view of 
^Ifid-^al^g a\tatue ; but after much prevarica- 
tion, we could not even get a look at it. The 
natives of tl\^s place are both handsome and 
well made, a circumstance very rare in Nubia; 
their complexion however was unusually dark. 
In the evening arrived at Derry, sent word to 
Daoud ^nd Halleel Cashief, the two sons of 
Hassan, (wAo most unfortunately for us was at 
Dongola,. and by whose absence we lost the 
friendship and assistance of the only honest man 
in the country,) that we were going up to open 
the temple at Ebsambal, and would thank 
them to send orders for us to be permitted to 
work ; adding, at the same time, that we would 
wait on them and pay our respects on our return. 
While waiting there we had a specimen of 
Nubian dancing ; about twelve lads assisted ; the 
music consisted only in clapping the hands, in the 
doing of which, they kept very good time. I 
cannot say much for the elegance or gracefulness of 
Mhe dance, as it was nq|hing thocjB th^. lifting up 
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the right foot and stamping it down zgain, then 
rising up on the left foot by the spring of the instep, 
and afterwards letting the feet rest on the flat 
sole. This was done for a backsheeish which we 
gave them. We also gave the reis and crew a 
backsheeish of ten piastres, but they said it wns 
not enough, so we gave them fifteen. At nigm, 
when we stopped, the reis came to .Us tcytsesf ths^ 
we were two parties, and therefore should by 
rights pay double the money we had agreed on 
for the boat. Complaint was also made that we 
had not given sufficient to the crew to eat; I 
mentioned before the agreement about their deed- 
ing themselves : it was also alleged that Jacques 
(an agent of Mr. Drovetti’s, a FrencRiman living 
in this country, and who hired die 1)oat not long 
before us,) always gave them one third of his 
coffee, meat, bread, and every thing that he 
had; in short, they imagined that up here we 
were at i!heir mercy. Now, as we had regularly 
fod them, and given them coffee without stint every 
day, we thought it time to come to an under- 
standing, and therefore told them that the boat 
was at our disposal, and that it was no matter 
of theirs if we had two or five different parties ; 
and with regard to food, that as they were not 
contented with what we had given them spon- 
taneously, . diey .should have nothing. We bans; 
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no doubt but our janissary and the Greek servant 
put them up to this request, as the soldier took 
a poor cowardly part, and urged that we were 
in a savage country, and had better temporize 
till we were on our return, thus showing of 
how little use these fellows arc to protect tra- 
vtUers. 

'f’assed Ibrim, situated on a rude but 
^picturesque hill of a conical shape, and of barren 
calcareous stqne. There is not now the least 
vestige of an mhabitant to be seen, and it pre> 
sents a sad' picture ^f rtun and desolation. Mr. 
Legb, iu publieation, (a few extracts 

from wldfdi We have seen in the Quarterly Review 
for Februiury last) says " this town was destroyed 
by the mamelOSea;” it was the extent or limit of 
his voyage in Nubia : he travelled in 1813. Mr. 
Bankes, it appears, was the first Englishman 
who ever succeeded in gaining the second cata- 
ract : he travelled in 1 8 1 3. I fancy he took much 
about the stune tour of Syria that we mean to 
take, though we have not as yet seen 'his journey 
traced out. In 1816, Mr. Drovetti, the d- 
dfmmt. French consul in Egypt, suuoeeded in 
reaching the second cataract, together with his 
two agents, Rifaud and Cailliaud ; these travelleia, 
together with Sheck Ibrahim (a real friend of 
yH^rs) and Mr. Belzoni, are all that l^ye reached 
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thus far : Mr. Belzoni had his wife \i®th him in 
man’s clothes. Poor N orden, who travelled eighty 
years ago, could only reach Derry ; his Nubian 
trip is rather interesting, though not very instruc- 
tive. Denon went no higher than Phil® ; and 
Pocock, who passed Norden on the 'Nile, only 
reached that isle. On the tops of the hills n|ar 
Ibrim, we remarked many conical hilJ^'t^, ^as 
marks to lead the Dongola caravans (^). This 
evening we saw a crocodile sleeping on the 
sand a considerable way up; we were withiii 
twenty yards of him, but as none of bur muskets 
were loaded with ball we did not fire ; we how- 
ever made a noise to awaken him, when he 
rushed into the water with his mouth open, 
looking very savage; he was about fifteen feet 
long. 

June'Sy. Arrived at Ebsambal, and unfor- 
tunately found Hassan Cashief absent ; sent again 
to Derry/ to Daoud and Halleel, for leave to begin 
and open the temple when we returned from' the 
second cataract : the banks of the river between 
Ibrim and Ebsambal are beautifully strewed 
with the yellow and purple acassia, forming 
thick hedges, which have a very pleasing effect ; 
a species of .the tamarisk is also common here. 
The acassia is famous for producing the gum 
arabic, which is. brought in great quantities frog^,. 
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the interiois of Africa in the vicinity of Darfur; 
the seeds of the acassia also serve for a lucrative 
branch of trade, being sent in the first instance to 
Cairo, and then shipped for Europe, where they 
serve as. a good article for tanning. The water is 
DOW become exceedingly thick, it is not, however, 
uDj^jicasant to the taste. 

.^X>. While we were at Ebsambal, the 
"Jongola caravan passed; it was preceded by 
.about fifty camels, . carrying the provisions, &c. 
The conductors were armed with a sword, dagger, 
and spear edch; they wore sandals to preserve 
the ^oles of their feet from the burning sand, 
which we now feel most sensibly, being obliged 
to stop every now and then to pour it out of our 
shoes. These' s*Sndals are much like those worn 
by the ancient Egyptians, and which, are often 
-found on the, feet of the mummies at f^is day. 

. The range of the Mockatem mountains finish 
nearly opposite Ebsambal in a remarkable 
manner, terminating in a considerable number of 
pyramidal hills rising up from the sand, and 
having the appearance of a gigantic camp; some 
of the hills are oblong, and in the form of 
marquees; others are so perfectly pyramidid^ 
that one finds it difficult to divest one’s-self of t]?o 
idea that they are the work of men’s hands, 
i'^ce attributes the ojci^in. of .the ; pyramidal 
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mode of building to an imitation of the slope or 
inclination of the sides of mountains. (Vol.ii.p.33.) 

July 1. Stopped opposite the village of Farras; 
we here examined' the site of a large Nubian city, 
and amongst the modern stone buildings of the 
Arabs found several remnants of temples, wi^Ji 
hieroglyphics ; in one was a beautiful cornice jjKhd 
a frieze, with the winged globe Migh^SK>3iiisi!s\d. 
The natives shewed us some Greek and Romal\ 
ornaments, such as the spread eagle, ornamental'^ 
cross, &c.; near the village are some fragments of 
a temple, consisting of several broken pieces of 
red granite pillars, also some small ones of beau- 
tiful white marble. From the appemance of 
these ruins, the fineness of the situation, and the 
rich plain of cultivated land ne^ it, I think this 
must oncq have been a populous and flourishing 
city, in the'time of the Greeks and Romans, as 
well as the Egyptians. Close' to the rubbish 
there is ‘a natural rock by itself, and a door lead- 
ing to a very small recess or chamber, in 'which 
are two Egyptian figures, in intaglio, bn the wall ; 
one is a man, the other a woman with the lotus 
flower in her hand; a double row of hieroglyphics 
near the inner figure, and there is a niche at the 
further end- of the chamber about four feet 
square. 

We bathed this morning opposite a village, 
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on a sand-bank in front of us, at not more than a 
musket-shol distant, we observed two crocodiles 
(timsah in Arabic) ; as soon as we went into the 
water they both walked into the river, to all ap- 
pearance from fear, for they are certainly both 
shy and ^mid, and, I suspect, will only attack a 
single person when they can surprise him in the 
and off his guarJ; we saw no more of 
d^e tw; at noon we saw another crocodile 
pwimming with his nose just out of the water. 
We also observed, to day, a pretty large water- 
lizard, and a small black water-snake. To day 
the Eiiand.-hiils have assumed a fine green appear- 
ance, being covered here and there with tamarisk; 
this verdure, contrasted with the dark yellow 
sand, forms a pleasing diversity of appearance* 
In the evening, while towing the boat, our sailors 
founcT a torpedo on the very brink qf ’ the river, 
apparently asleep; it was curious to observe their 
caution and timidity in approaching it; thqy, how- 
ever,.succeeded in sticking one of their daggers 
in his -head, and by that means hauled it on shore; 
our Egyptian crew had done the same near Beni 
Hassan. We got the fish on board, and, though 
nearly dead, it sensibly affected my arm in laying 
hold of it; I felt a double shock up the an . 
near the elbow. It was about two feet long; had 
. very small -eye's ; the belly and top of the back 
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white; one dorsal iinj and the sides were coloured 
dark brown with black spots ; it ha& no scales. 
Our sailors in Egypt ate tlie one they caught, 
but the present crew would not touch this, even 
when dead, and consequently harmless, much 
more eat it. They all said we avoided i;he shock 
by uttering a charm, or using some magic infi'i- 
ence. This day one of the boys of 
brought on board a camelion; he caught it in . n 
acassia (called in Nubia the soont) tree, which 
they affect m<»re than, the date, or any other tree^ 
in this country. On comhi^ board, it hissed 
and shewed i^mptoms of evinqii^ at 

the same time a great desire to make its esei^ 
It was then of a dirty green colour, with dwk 
spots, and whenever it was apptpadhad it turned 
to a dusky brown, inflating itself at the s^me time. 
1 conclude that one hue is the effect of fe^'^and 
the other of indifference. We had subsequently 
eight of these animals on board; some of them 
became so tame, that when the flies mmoyed us 
much, we had only to take one of the camelions in 
our hand, and place it near the flms, and it would 
catch them with its long tongue in great numbers. 
One of our crew brought us some fine ^eoes of 
gum arabic which he picked off the acassia; some 
of the specimens w^e remarkably clear.and large. 

July 1. ^Jn the evening arrived at Farras, 
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when two natives, with the men servants of 
Hassan Cashief, came and made a bargain with us 
to procure asses and camels to go above the 
second cataract. One of these* remained in the 
boat, and the other promised to meet us at Elpha 
on the morrow with the animals. Elpha is op- 
po^te the second cataract, and is the last habitable 
pl^'i^^ich the Nubian boats ascend. 

^Tuly g. Arrived at the second cataract, and 
perceiving we should have a long distance to walk 
lo- the elevated point from udience the finest 
view ^e calituct Is obtained, we requested 
the luis take' us higher up the river, in order 
to cdiortmr the walk, but all the boatmen persisted 
that it wite imj^moticahle Ibr the boat to go' 
higher on account of the rocks; they offered, 
howevM>to take us if we would first go over to 
E|j|{fil^ on the opposite side of the rive/, and land 
all our effects, and then return ag^. We re> 
quire^ the reason of this odd proposition, when 
they said, that they were apprehensive of thieves 
on that side of the river. We did not however 
like the scheme, and therefore refused it, urging 
them to advance higher up, as we plainly perceived 
ane nught go a good league farther without the 
least risk; but nothing would induce them to 
soment. In the mean time another boat arrived, 
^^we j^rceived that our .reis ai^his sailors 
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were in league with those of the other boat, to. 
force us to take their bark ; but we determined to 
walk rather than submit to this imposition, as 
they wanted a high price in the newly arrived 
boat, and accordingly wc set out. The sand was 
deep and the sun very hot, so that w:e soon found 
that walking in the desert is no joke; our ttip 
occupied us about two hours, from one^J^ree, 
the hottest part of the day. On the roadv^e 
found innumerable tracts of the gazelle and oth\ * 
animals: we saw sev^n of the former in one lo^' 
and three in another. They were not so timid as ^ 
one would expect, and stopped to gaze .on us 
with their ears cocked up like deer in a park; 
their colour is brown, not much unhke the sand, 
and when they are in a valley it is difficult to 
perceive them. We were not more^an two 
musket-shpts distant from the first three wb»«aw ; 
when running, they appeared wonderfully light 
and niqible, and while on the rocky parts bounded 
with great agility. 

The spot from whence we surveyed the cata- 
ract was a projecting cliff, about two hundred 
feet high, with a perpendicular precipice down to 
the river side; from this place, which is on. the 
western bank, you look down on the cataract to 
great advantage. It presents a fine coup d’lml; 
the river here runs E. N. E, and W. S. W. In 
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America tlfis would be called “ a rapid,” there 
being no fall visiblb, only an immense cluster of 
innumerable black rocks, with ^he Nile running in 
all directions with great rapidity, and much noise 
between ^them; they fill up the whole breadth of 
the river, which may be about two miles wide, 
and they extend as far as the eye can reach, 
making a space of about ten miles of 
Rapids; three below the rock on which we stood, 

' and seven aboye. The scenery is here remark- 
ably wild, there being no human habitation 
visible^ exebpti^ a fisherman’s hut on one of the 
islaiods,, the village of Elpha on the opposite 
sid^ of ^e river, in the distance. Some of the 
rocks have beds of yellow sand on them, and most 
of the islands have small trees and shrubs 
in the crevices; the verdure of these, 
contrasted with the sand and black rocks, pro- 
duces a fine effect. In front, and on both sides, 
the view is bounded by the desert; to the south- 
ward are the tops of two high mountains rearing 
their heads above the hills, and apparently seventy 
or eighty miles distant. The western bank of 
the river is richly covered with trees and shrubs, 
and it is curious to observe, immediately beyond 
the green margin, the barren desert, without the 
least vestige 'of verdure. Having bathed and 
on bread and cheese, set^tout on our 
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return to the bark, our guides urging us to be 
quick, lest we should be benighted; they said the 
serpents and other venemous reptiles always 
came down by night to drink, and they were 
apprehensive that we should tread, on them. 
They also said we should meet the robbers at 
night. These people bave a remarkable aversion 
to being caught in the dark. 1 remenruSfTw^n 
at Dendera, our servant, an Arab, hurried 
and left us behin4» when he thought we should beV 
late in returning to otir bout; iin4 wh^ver our 
lights have gone out ki> a t<nia4> temple, t)^ 
Arabs have always clapped tlohr himds, mid i#bde 
a noise to keep their spirits up till thq 
turned. In the evening, after dark, we reaehed 
the boat. 

July 3. In the morning at daylight we'Stq^^ 
over to Elpha, the way to which place lea^S 
through several intricate passages, amongst rocks 
and shoals, where the current runs with great 
rapidity. In one part we were obliged to pass 
close under a high bluff point with some ruined 
houses -on it. It wa^ not necessary to pass 
through this intricate passage; our boatmen took 
it when we were all asleep in our beds, and we 
only perceived our situation on awaking at 
Elpha. We here found that neither asses nor 
camels h^;|^rriyed;.‘tO 'take us up to the ^^.ple 
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above the sicond cataract which we had heard of; 
the reason assigned for this was, that the price 
agrellBd op the day before, at thr^e piastres for each 
animal, was not enough, though the person who 
made th^ agreement was there. We now endea- 
voured to procure beasts of the inhabitants, but 
they haggled so much about the price, that we 
c;phld nothing of them. While we were 

Arranging this matter, our crew, reis and all, took 
their clothes, arms, and effects out of the boat, and 
walked off to about twenty yards’ dis- 

tance, on thehwa^ of the river; here they squatted 
d^n^aopngst a cpf^deraUe number of natives, 
tyeu lM^ not taken notice of this proceeding, as 
thi^doihes, &C. were all kept abaft;, behind the 
end <}f our cabin, and, therefore, when we could 
^0* l^he asses, &c. we said we did not 
want them, and would go back to Ebsambal. 
With this intention we called the reis, and desired 
him to get the bark ready to return, but received 
an immediate answer that " neither he nor his 
crew would come.” We sent word to know the 
reason of their refusal, when they replied, that wc 
must give them more money for the boat before 
they would come on board ; they also sent word 


♦ Sackey it the Persian wheel with which they raise water from 
the river ; it is described by Elurc)i^rdt> Nordca, and other 
trailRftrs. 
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that we had never fed them, nor had? we given 
them backsheeish, and when Ve reminded them 
of Derry, they said that was nothing. ^ " 

We now threatened to take, the boat off our- 
selves, and for that purpose rigged, t^e oars 
across, but the wind being strong against us, we 
did not get under wei^. When the oars were 
ready we sent word to the crew to comeftSuT they 
replied that they would not ; that we might buy\ 
the boat if. we chose, but that they would not 
navigate her; , at the ssaaae: timeihey said that 
they were pec^le who did. not valne thm .lives 
a pigeon, and for half a one that they woidd ta^ke. 
ours. While all this .was passing, we. observed, 
the natives assembling in every direction,, armed: 
with spears, swords, and daggers ; every niinute 
they were arriving from all quarters on asses/ ai^ 
always going to the rendezvous under the sackey, 
where our vile crew had it in their power to tell 
any falsehoods against us without our being .able 
to confute them, as neither our Arab cook, the 
Greek servant, or janissary understood the Bar- 
barin language. Several of the Barbarins now. 
came to see what arms we had, and took account 
of every thing in the shape of a weapon; for, 
seeing affairs in this posture, we had prepared for 
the worst, and laid out all our arms* in. readiness, 
of which fpr^hiQ^telyi^rwe had a good stock^A 
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message ribw came from the crew that they 
wanted money ; w*e sent them word that they 
mui^ firs^ come and do their duty ; that as soon 
a^4:he boat was off from this place, they would 
have a b§cksheeish, but not one para till they had 
ddne their duty. They now sent word that we 
had absolutely starved them, which was no doubt 
what tliej^fceld the natives ; they also informed us 
'by a message, that at this very place they had 
beaten Jacques (Bifaud) during lus last voyage, 
(though you mfty remember what they said of 
his generority at Derry,) and that it was done 
in the presence of the shriek of the place, and 
all the natives ; and that they had made him pay 
Mty piastres foa.the stick they had broken over 
his hJad. At this moment several of the natives 
c|pie down demanding backsheeish, backsheeish, 
in a threatening manner; we asked the reason 
why we should give them money ? they replied, for 
seeing the cataract, and coming into their coun- 
try. A loaded musket was now pointed at them, 
and they were asked if they wanted money by 
force - or good means ; on which they retired, 
saying la, la, la, no, no, no, evidently not liking 
the sight of fire-arms, which they have a parti- 
cular aversion to. We now told them, that if 
we had seen the cataract without paying, so they 
hadween us without gi^g* us thing as a 
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recompence, though we were as noviA a sight to 
them as their cataract was to us, and therefore 
we were quits. . ^ V 

Some of the most impudent now came d6v:n, 
and on being refused money said we shyuld wait 
where we were till the high Nile : that we should 
neither go upward or •downward, laugluhg and 
hooting at the same time ; our villaiawtfS' crew all 
this while sitting under the sackey, and enjoying* 
the storm they had raised against us. To all 
their threats we constantly r^hed ^at we were 
well armed, were deterimned ,not to: he robbed, 
and that should they eome to extremities, we wquld 
certainly make a good use of our fire-arms, wh|ch 
we took care they should all , see were pretty; 
numerous and loaded. The asses were^now 
brought, and the people endeavoured to persuai^ 
us to go off to the temple, evidently in the hope 
of plundering the boat when we were gone; we 
eadly saw through this trick, and positively 
refused to go. We also told the natives that 
though we were few in number, we had the 
firman of the pashaw, and that any violmce 
offered to us, would be sure to be well punished ; 
those who had brought the asses now asked some 
remuneration for their trouble, as we had refused 
to hire them ; this we thought reasonable, and to 
draw off their ditc^t^n^, for there were aibaut 
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forty of t^em, we gave eight piastres to be 
divided amongst the claimants. The division of 
thi^money turned affairs very much in our favour, 
fo| they began to quarrel amongst one another 
Tn^ediately. 

' The crew now thinking that we had given the 
natives backsheeish, and » that they should get 
nothing jotta without danger to themselves sent 
'a messenger while the natives were disputing 
about the divi^n of the mght piastres to say 
they woidd come and prepare the boat provided 
ih^ had the ba^hedbh : we repeated our terms, 
that they showld have a present when they did 
thw duty. Semng now they could not stir up 
the natives to any acts of violence at the risk of 
thei^ personal safety, they returned to the boat 
^ wmed, having their daggers fastened to the 
left arm above the elbow joint, the manner in 
which all the Nubians wear that weapon. As 
soon an the boat was ready they asked for the 
money, when we gave them fifteen piastres: 
before we were off, however, one of the Farras 
people came to be rewarded for endeavouring to 
hire the asses at that place, or rather for disap- 
pointing us ; we gave him five piastres, which he 
indignantly refused, but seeing he could get no 
one to assist him in forcing us to give more, (for 
alli^hese people are ipipudont and bullying for 
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their own interest, but never for anoj^er’s) came 
back and said he would take the five we had 
already offered hi^i ; this we now refused, fyhen 
he went off in a violent rage, uttering thfepts 
that we should hear more of him belo^. • 

this, we got off from this infamous place, and 
soon found what a trap we had been caught in ; 
for it was with the ullmost diflScul t y^ th at even 
the crew could get the boat through the nume- 
rous. narrow passages, all of them being obliged 
to get out into the riv^y^ and guido J^er through 
amongst the locks; and we were aim forced to 
pass directly under the bluff pmnt I mentioned 
before, where the natives, had we taken the boat 
off ourselves, would have annoyed us greatly, 
while they would have been sheltered behiiM the 
ruined village. Indeed our crew wished us wove 
all things to take the boat off, that they might 
represent us to the inhabitants as robbers, stealing 
their bar^ : however we saw through all this. 

July 4. Arrived at Ebsambal and found diat 
no message whatever had been received from the 
cashiefs at Derry ; this was a sad disappointment 
to us. Our crew now dreading the presence of 
the chiefs, came to beg a reconciliation, saying 
that they had forgotten and forgiven every thing, 
and hoped that we had ; .they said they would 
behave weW in 'fuifire^** that they were n^r, 
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and always made a practice to get all they could 
from passefigers and strangers — they remarked, 
" that dogs, when repulsed, always made a prac- 
tice of Returning to get something as long as 
tj«re was ^ny thing to be had — this appears to 
be* a favourite proverb amongst them. 

* July 6. Visited the small temple opposite Eb- 
sambal on the south side df the river. This tem- 
ple is exca^Ced in the soli^uountain; the entrance 
is situated on the side of a rocky precipice, which 
below it slopeii into the river; there are some 
ruins of steps iii the rock ^ an approadi to 
if. . The 'j^rmei^al . ^minber is ten paces long, 
by nine Wide: it is supported by four pillars, two 
on each*^de of the passage. In the centre, at 
liie 'fhrther end of the apartment, there is on 
eaclj^side a. door-way communicating with side 
chambers, nine paces by four each: the sanc- 
tuary at the end of the principal chamber is 
six paces by four; this is the most common mode 
of construction in the Egyptian temples. At 
present the interior of this temple appears daubed 
all over with dirty plaster and Greek paintings, 
mostly representing men on horseback. Behind 
these, however, we easily discovered the Egyptian 
figures, hieroglyphics, &c. &c. in bas-relief on 
stucco; as most of the figures represent men with 
hawk’s heads, we think this femple was dedicated 
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to Osiris; and afterwards, perhaps, converted into 
a church of St. George. The sanctua^ has been 
once ornamented, but the sic[e, apartments are 
plain: there is a .small subterraneous |::hai^er 
below the sanctuary, apparently intended forlb^ 
sepulchre. 

July 7. A message on a dromedary arrived 
from Daoud Cashief at d)erry to see " if we were 
the same English for iHiom Hassim ^NShief had 
promised to open the temple at the same time 
he sent word i£ we were tiie same person^ 
he would inuwediately if not 

he knew wdift to do.‘ The Itttler af 
message alladed to the Fieadf, vidm had . pied 
every effort to get Hassmi Cashief to aUow^l)^* 
to open the temple after Mr« Belzoni'e ‘ 
attempt in . 1816; Mr. Belzoni, however, ^ad 
fortunately, in Mr. Salt’s name, sent Hassan and. 
his two sons a turban each, and some other pre- 
sents, after his first eff>rt: this he did to bind them 
to their promise, and they certainly deserve credit 
for keeping it. It ought to be mentioned that 
Mr. Drovetti, in the early part of 1816, on his 
way to the secmid cataract, before Mr. Belzoiu^s 
arrival in Nubia, had contracted with Hwssn 
Cashief to open the temple, for three hundred 
piastres, and left the money; Hassan prominag 
that Mr. D. should find it ready opened on hia 
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return from the falls: however, when he canie. 
back his mcf^ey was returned, the chief candidly 
telling him he coul^ not undertake the task fbr so 
smaira sim. As Mr. D. would, not go to more 
c:|]:'ense, tlic field now became open to any one 
-\;ise who chgse to attempt the enterprize. 

July 6. In the morning we started early with 
twok of''the natives in search of a temple which 
they said the neighbouring mountains, and 

‘^ted b> be about a pipe distant ; for it is eom- 
mon am<«^ tluan to estimate a short journey by 
the they' can smoke during its 

perlsri^h^: ^ otue itay we met two white 
gaEe]|^;y;they were very timid, the belly and 
perfectly white. After walking about 
aa4iodi‘, we caqie to tibe mountains, where, 
hann^ waited about two hours more, our con* 
ductors came and said, they could not find the 
temple, though the evening before they had 
described the size and every particular of it. In 
the evening we had a violent quarrel with -the 
crew in consequence of their drawing their 
daggers on our servants ; we told them that the 
first who should draw his dagger would be sure 
to be severely punished; this threat, however, 
had .so little eflfect, that one of them who had 
murdered his own brother at Philae, (for which 
reason he did not dare to go near the island (*)^ 
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but was taken into our boat at a village above 
it,) said he would be the first, and s^ore by Alla 
and the Prophet that he would have one of our 
lives ; adding, that his method was not^to ^ack 
people awake, bub to stab them sle^jfimg. 
however, laughed at their threats, and /old tTOm* 
they were more apt at talking of these- matters 
than in executing them. ^ • 

July 10. This day the two cosHfSfs arrived, 
Daoud and Halleel; they did not come to us, iMr 
send any message to a;|g|>riae us of their arrival, 
but pitdied their tent8i^*1piim«^|^.Qf sticks 
of date, the roof covered wit)i'gi^s, On,.i£^ sand- 
bank at the river-side; here they wmted ti|t‘ iye, 
should make our appearance. We accordh^gly- 
set out to visit these potentates the first tent 
entered happened to be Halleel’s. He was\|i tall 
handsome man, about thirty-six yeara of age, six 
feet high, very corpulent, and had a fine expres- 
sive countenance, with dark eyes: his dress was a 
large loose white linen shirt, with long sleeves 
hanging down nearly two feet, an old turban and 
slippers. He received us with tolerable affability, 
and immediately conducted us to his elder brother 
Daoud’s tent, who also gave us a very good 
reception. Daoud Cashief appeared to be rather 
taller than his brother, though not so fat. He 
is a man about forty-five years of age> and had a 
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certain dignitr and reserve in his demeanour that 
bespoke the chief : Jie wore a loose blue shirt. 
We A^ere not lon^in bringing the subject of the 
temnlie to^is notice, when he immediately said 
hjjf^uld wTyingly give us his assistance to have 
It evened f pancakes of flour and butter-milk 
were nqw brought, on which we all feasted, 
ihaung usej^fihgers instead of spoons, as these 
4 i&ple have, no idea even of the meaning of 
umi^ils oft t^jkbad* Coffee was how served, or 
rather a suj^tith^Jbv^that beverage, which is not 
unpalat(d3||^|^^thi^p|w/t gargadan; it is a small 
black >^^gf8lh, not 'unlSke the .English rape-seed; 
this tlfej' bttrn and pound like coffee, and it 
would ^ ]^szle many people who are not cod'- 
noisSeifp to And odt the difference, 

Ther two chiefe now dwelt much on the 
attempts which the French had made to induce 
them to consent to the temple’s being opened, 
appearing to take great merit to themselves for 
having' resisted all the offers that were made to 
them;— the presents were now brought, and given' 
in the name of Mr, Salt Q : to Daoud was given ' 
a haudsome gun, which at Cairo cost flve-hundred 
piastres, a turban which cost fifty, and some 
Other trifles, such as gunpowder, soap, tobacco, 
coftee, sugar, &c, To Halleel a turban was pre- 
sentodj a^d smaller articles equal in value to what 
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his brother had received. We now took our 
leave, but had scarce reached our boat when we 
heard that Hailed was highly offended because 
he had not received a gun as well os^s briber. 
We immediately waited on him am^ endeavop^d 
to appease him, explaining that we werS not i^are 
of the two brothers being both cashieis,or we would 
certainly have brought him a gun a^gjpll as Dfioud 
(the preceding yeaf when Mr. B. was in 
the younger brother hi^ not af|sum^. ihe~tiile'pF 
eashief, nor was he tre^d ;^ ,st;tch): promised 

word, that we woidd Sendi 'hini abo^t^,, gun 
exactly the same as his brother’s; or ^ Ibi |>re~ 
ferred it, that we Would give him one of ouif own 
guns; though we confessed we had none|half so 
good as the one we had already given, and 
advised him to wait till we got another, as - he 
would lose much by accepting a bad one. All 
was however in vain, as nothing could appease 
him; he sat sulky in the corner, saying, he had 
better guns than ours, and that he knew what to 
do in his own country ; meaning that we should 
not^pen the temple. This was a sad and un'^ 
expected blow to our hopes; we began to despair, 
and seeing nothing would please him we retired. 
A message now came from Daoud to invite us to 
partake of. a- sheep, ho had killed in o^r to 
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regble us; w^went to his tent but found Halleel 
not there: we noticed this, and expressed our 
concern at the displeasure he had evinced. Daoud 
said i\is br^Ji^er was only a bpy; that he was 
and did not know what he did, and 
that ^e need not n&ind him. We now sent a 
^e to him to say that, we ufould not eat 
he ca3Rii»and ate with us, but he refused, 
now at our request went to bring him; 
but failing, he returned, saying, he was only a 
boy, and that he pledged himself we should open 
the temple. However, as uns saw by Halleers 
behaviotiT that he was of a mischievous disposi- 
tion,. and a person likely to do us great injury, 
indii^ctly, if not directly, we judged it the best 
policy to bring about a reconciliation. Mr. B. 
accordingly went himself, and after much diffi- 
culty prevailed on him to come ; he, however, was 
still sulky, and we had scarce sat down to dinner 
when three strangers, apparently neWly armed, 
etttere<l the tent, kneeled and kissed hands, paying 
their respects to Halleel before Daoud. We 
easily saw through this little trick, which was a 
concerted plan between the two brothers, to 
induce us to believe that each of them were 
equal, the one to the other, and thus to give 
Halleel more presents, from a supposition that 
his rank was equ^l to his brother's: the men 
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belonged to the suite and were di^^yulsed for the 
purpose. 

After we had^ retired from dinner we went to 
see if Halleel was, still displeased, ^i^founa him 
as sulky as ever; our crew and Hassan hiv^^ 
been with him from the first moment ,of hiS ill- 
humour, and doing t^ll ih their power to put him 
against us; for which Daoud hftd«*reprimmded 
them severely. Perceiving there was no 
him, that neiiliar presents nor^^^ti^s were of 
any avnil, we return^ id ^at, Daoud having 
pled^d hb' word that on 
the temple the following i]»^(ning.^y^l<at^^ the 
evening we received a message 
requesting a gun, with some powder aM tlb^ : we 
immediately gave him ours, which tiiough gohd 
for nothing, was, nevertheless, the best looking in 
our stock. This prompt compliance calmed his, 
anger, and we began to congratulate ourselves on: 
the prospect of ultimate success in our projected., 
undertaking. Daoud Cashief sent a sheep. T%e 
only renuiining difficulty now was to make the 
agreement with the workmen. The Farras man, 
who told us at Elphu " that we should hear of 
him below,” now made his appearance, and en- 
deavoured all he could to thwart our preceedings; 
we, liowcvcr, took him to the'cashiefs and ‘ex- 
plained his conduct. to them, .which caused them 
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to reprimand him, and he entirely failed in every 
point. Afterlmuch <altercation we were glad to 
agree for the mejf^to work at two piastres each, 
per cay. 

^yfitlily 11. In the morning *the two cashiefs 
cam^ on hbal'd, and we proceeded to the temple, 
about a quarter of an houi*’s row from the village. 
Th|| chiefs us we ^ere* to have sixty men, 
re paid, for* tlmt. number, while only fifty 
Wqweio obliged also to give th^ doura, 
as they, all complam^. of haying nothing to eat; 
however^ sq^h anxiety aj^mt the 

templ^nf .ji^^^f^ere glad to give them any 
th^ would but work. As it most 
Ukc^ render you more acquainted with our 
proceedings, and the object of our research, to 
give. you some description of the front of the 
temple, I shall proceed to explain where it was 
situated,, how formed, and the manner in which 
the mysterious door was hidden from our cu- 
tiosity. The temple is situated on the side., of 
ihe Nile, about two or three hundred yards from 
its western bank ; it stands upon an elevation, and 
its base is considerably above the level of the river: 
it is excavated in the mountain, and its front 
preimnts aflat surface: of upwards of sixty feet 
in height, above jthe sammit of the sand iramer 
diately, over the dyor, but not ,so much as forty 



38 


TRAVELS IN 


[better 

on the north side, and a little more on the south; 
the breadth is one hundred* and seventeen feet* 
Above thirty feet of the hei^t of the. temple, 
irom the base,* is covered by the ^cumi^ated 
sand in the centre^ and about fifty fist on ^tt^gr 
side. You are, therefore, to figure'tif yourOidf a 
flat excavated perpendicular surface, fironting the 
river, and hemmed m by one ad^j ^ a mountain 
of sand leaning against it; the door in the 
of tins plane^^rfhee buried in tiitejmnd, v^h 
rises on each it^ increaimig the 14bci(^ jmd 

diffievdty< 6f digging doiii^^^fl^pdigicni^ de- 
gree ; fi>r ' no ' somi^ ' thi^lahiF Ihe^ntie 

removed^ than that' on either 
so that to get only a foot down in liio 'iie 

had the labour of removing* the whcde eutfime 
ni sand which lemted against the firont of tiie 
temple; this sand ‘also was of soi fine a description^ 
that every particle of it would go through im 
houT'glass. Before the front of the temple axe 
ibur sitting colossal figures cut out of the Jolid 
mountain, chairs and all: they are, howerin', 
brought out so fully, that the backs do lean 
against the wall or front of the temple, but are 
full eight feet from it; and were it not fer a 
narrow niche of the rock which joins them tf 
the surface, from the back part of the necks 
downwards, th^y wpuld be wl^lly detache;^. 



LETfRE^t.J _ EGYPT AND NUBIA. 39 

m 

One of llw statues has been broken off by a 
fp^ture <rf t1^ mountain^ from the wmst upwards. 
jWe were tuAe^-two monkeys above the frieze 
and oorni^e oi these there arh not now above 
^e)ve per^k Under the arm* of one of the great 
figu^s w^ ihacovered the remmns of the stucco 
with whi(^ they, were . once covered ; and traces 
of ye ifed paffl t Which jvad once on them is dis- 
i^esji 1 think it very probable 
tflSwhola^’fimirt of the temple was once covered 
wHh s^eecibi .mtHFO >especia^^ have ussed 

that skUfulfy in the 

deeoihilhii^.^^^^pi in^^ ^ which I sh^l speak 

plaoe. Ofthecori^eover 
the d^^m^fa was once jperfect, there is not at 
presratmore thanTa foot in breadth resoainingi just 
over the comer where we entered j in^ tHe progress 
of our labours, you will see what is become of 
the rest, and its mutilation caused us some very 
desponding evenings, as may well be imagined, 
ichen there was so little indication of the temple 
being finished lower down than we could see. 

TMs description will give you some idea of the 
obstacles we had to surmount, and, at the same 


time, of the good reasons wc had to expect a 
magnificent interior, should we evei' succeed in 
the undertaking; 

July 1 1 . Frlgt day, the fifty men that came 
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Mroyked very badly^ and we found that tiie burthen 
of the song which they sungby waypfstiinulatii^. 
each other, was, “ that it was cKH^tihn money th^ 
were working for, that Christian was very 

good, and that they would get as'muel^f iias tlS^ 
could — this Nubian song, though^ cheering to 
them, was not much so to us. In the evening we 
returned to the vill^^.of Ebsa^gbal. and 
ceiving we should never mke tuty >|ao^ei^ 
people whp, bdpig sure of them pi^ whether 
laboured well or SQ/wonld pidy work five hours 
in the ^dfty, we and. con-* 

eluded a bargpm with fi^cpetives .** to 

^en the temple ’* for three huoid^^ 
this time none of us thought it wduM takp'nun^ 
than four da^s to accomplish the undertaki^yso 
IhUe did W know of the real nature of our en* 
terprize. On the morning of the twelfth, the two 
cashiefs and about one hundred men came and 
worked very weU, thinking they could open the 
temple in one day; they requested we weadd 
not interfere in directing the labourers where in 
work, as it was now their own affair, they had 
undertaken the task, and were responsible fonitn 
execution. In the evening our boat’s crew came 
and begged the intercession of the cashiefit to make 
peace ; they were the more anxiojis for an accom* 
modulioii, as by the quarrel the^ lost the heads. 
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dkins^ and ofi^ of the sheep which we occasionally 
kiled. 'We -lltade ntuch ado to give in, but ulti-' 
maiely becam^ ^^nciled ; the coshiefs bursting 
out into a Wqlettt rage against the crew, on our 
.^MUarking mat no European travellers would 
e^er coto^ ilito the country again, when they 
heard ^of 'the tiaage we bad received. The dispute 
wa^scarcelygit an end. before dur sailors asked 
; -this* we positively refused till we 
a^ved- then oidy on condition of 
veiry good behaviOttAi all caihe and kissdd 
hands hi toki^^ rbietnicdidt^. ^ At sun^t we* 
returned- ^lage of ‘'Ebsainbal, when the 

M^ 'l^mourers asked for two out of 


the^ three hundred piastres (though* they had 
consimted to be paid only when the. temple Was 
opened) we' were, however, obliged to give one 
hundred and fifty, but said we would give no 
more till the work was finished. 

July 13. Only Halleel Cashief and abdUt 
iixty men came; they worked very ill, and ex-^ 
pleased doubts as to there being any door, though 
they had not yet got more than four feet down. 
.While - we were endeavouring to persuade them 
tU persevere, one of the natives, a carpenter, with 
ail audible voicei made a speech, the substance of 
which was, “ that they would work the whole of 
the present amr^two successive .days, and if in 
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that time they found a door^ well and good, if 
not, that they would lahoua no 1)^8 

brief efi^sion was received wllB(^ tumultuous lap>^ 
probation, in which we thought it gp^i policy to 
join, as neither our approval or di^lrasure 
have had any weight with them, and ft was |k>s> 
sible our being in good humour with them might 
induce them to do their w.ork more gj^rfullv.l In 
the evening we returned to thevillnge,reem|dw|^:^ 
to the cashief of the badnera of tho wprki 
noticed the ap^mdh of the ramadan, when it 
was inobable we shnnid be; able to 

get workmen, and therefore ^rts 

would be useless. Both the ne^<'|l^ 

nused us '*a host of men next 
that they should begin early.^ While we We^ 
discoursing, some Mograbins on. ihei? way from 
Cairo to Dongola were introduced; we remarked 
their melancholy looks, but were ignorant of the 
eause. * Our business being at an end, we retired 
to our boat after having feasted on doura eaiim 
and dripping. 

July 14. Rose early, and sent to the cashieft 
that we were ready, but, after wmting for tinee 
hours, they sent word to us to go (md they Vould 
join by land ; so busied were they in pltmdering 
the Mograbins, that our temple .and ourselves 
were not thought of. Wc accof^ingly went^ wd 
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found only fillty men doing little more than nothing, 
a^ none c« the laadera or attendants present, 
except old Mm^faarr, an elderly servant of the 
cashiefs. asked him th’e reason of his 

mail's ^ence^ when he smd " that we must 
not thinl^hftn a Barbarin, that he waa an Arab, 
and only Hved in jthis country by force ; that 
bo^ ^ ca^efs were, robber, and at present 

of Morocco; and that the 
mole tviba of natiTea were nothing but a gang 
ci thie^*^ We could nob. hej^tj^ghhig at the 
remarks of <dd man». <whi^ though true 
onpugh, Yi^i^^haW cQme> hett» frmn another 

wm^. ian old rogue, as you 
win pefemtwi in the sequel. At noon Daoud 
Cashiel iprrived ; Ihe men still continuing to work 
without effict, we remonstrated with Daoud, but 
only reemved promises of great doings on the mor- 
row. We r^urned to the village in the evening, 
when the mmx asked for the remainder* of the 
, money ; Ibis we refused, and in consequence there 
was much discontent evinced. HaUeel Cashief 


now came to endeavour to persuade us to pay Ibe 
money, but we persisted in refusing till they had 
worked the third day, according to their own 
promise. We were now told that if we paid the 
moii^ they would come next morning and work, 
but. if not, thasiiiot a man of them would come ; 
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wc still refuse. \ Halleel now asked for one of Mr. 
Salt’s handsome pipes, whicl> the ^eir had t(^d 
him was in the boat ; having ^eiionslv begged 
the janissary to give him his silk iat, and 
requested of our ‘Greek servant hiq’,.<iiameluke 
sabre ; this latter article belonged Vo* Mr. Salt, 
was very valuable, and to save it, we had ,] 
tended it was the property of t^ Greek, f In 
thinking the cashief would even beg 
servants. He had also asked the soldier foi^s^ 
pistols, offering him a slave in return ; — all was 
however refused. , 

Tuesday, July 15 . Both cashi^ came and 
some of the chiefs ; one in particular, a stranger, 
was highly dressed, and we were told he was a 
leading char^ter, and had much influence with the 
natives ; that nothing could be done without him. 
But we had now seen enough of the character of 
the Nubians to perceive that this was only a 
trick to induce us to give the new comer some 
presents, and we therefore affected to take no 
notice of him, determined for the future to give 
no more than we could help. In the morning 
the men worked well ; our crew assisted them, 
and behaved better, but towards the evening the 
work went on badly. We returned to the vil- 
lage; on the way Hassan told us we must go 
back to Pliil®, in order to ppmr the boat. 
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which fte assorted to be leaky ; wt soon gave him 
understand thjrt we had no intention of 
reVurning iiinwf^had accomplished our work. 
Soon Halleel came to the boat to ask 

for the p p^'igain, but it was refused. 

Wednes'day, July 16. First day of the moon, 
(isdan or Turkish fast, during which they do 
boll eat or dr^k from §un-rise to sun-set. Early 
morning Hallsel sent us a. water-melon, 
wd shortly after made his appearance, begging 
the pipe again, which being worth upwards of 
sixty piastres, had greatly attracted his, notice; 
this third jattenapt was evaded, and he set off in a 
^,'w!t}iout :even taking leave, mounting his horse 
for Derry, where he intended passing the rama- 
dan. We now. went to Daoud’s tent to pay him 
a farewell visit previous to his departure ; he asked 
us what were our intentions respecting the 
temple? We told him we were determined to 
work ourselves, and persevere till we •came to 
the door ; he appeared much surprised at this, 
and said it was impossible we could succeed, 
recommending us to return, and come again after 
the month of ramadan, doubtless in the hopes of 
getting more presents. To .convince him of our 
resolution to proceed, we told him that the Nile 
would as soon change its course, as we our deter- 
mination whein once it avus taken. lie domt 
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asked the sail 's if v.e had solicited thei/ assist- ■ 
ance, when they told him we^faad i^t 4teeiltionm 
the subject to them, which inde^ (v x • -iio ; ne 
then asked w'hen we thought w'e ■ -‘/;h the 

door ; we told him that was very uy^^s* i.iin ; he 
said if we thought we should be only Ih/ee or four 
days, he would remain, but if more, he must be cO^ : 
we answered that we expected to hfi eight or 1^ 
days before our work would «be over. We 
promised, that whenever we should be near thh 
door, we would give him notiee> that he nlight he 
present and get his share <if the gold. He gave a 
tacit sort of consent for us to proceBd^ ttnd we 
took our leave, thanking him for whaj^ he had 
done for us. Amongst the warlike instruments 
in his tent, we observed a shield made of croco- 
dile’s skin ; it was remarkably strong; one of the 
protuberances of the animal’s back served for the 
boss or centre, and one of those of the tail for the 
hollow of the elbow. The natives assured us it 
would resist a musket ball ; and if the skin of the 
living animal possesses this power, I do not see 
why one should doubt the assertion. In general^ 
Nubian shields are made of the skin of the hip- 
popotamus. At twelve o’clock we sailed for 
the temple, and while going took occasian to 
represent to the reis and crew, that now we were 
about to be left together, we ho^d they wojild 
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continu^o behave well and condi t themselves 
^e^ceabl^^^l^in^n our part every indulgenee 
couf^'\'''®ojia'bly expect, provided we had 
no faul^ ;< qn^^ith them; they all promised to 
behave i’ "jJ^ves orderly aiid quietly. We 
dined, at oi!re,]and at three o’clock set off to begin 
our labour, going up alone and quietly that we 
jpig^t not wak| the cr^ who Were asleep on the 
BA we wished^mey should be prevented 
rising high in their demands, by an apparent 
indifference on our part a& to whether they 
assisted or ttot% We now stripped to the Waist 
and commenced! six in number, including the 
Greek smimt imd the janissary, with a good will, 
and soon, found that we made considerable pro- 
gress ; We resolved to keep to our ..work, and 
regularly to persevere from three till dark in the 
evenii^, and from the very first dawning the 
day till nine in the morning. .After we had 
worked about an hour some of the crew came 
up, they appeared astonished to see us labouring 
•without shirts, and expressed surprise at the 
progress we had made. They now began to 
assist, which we appeared to take no notice of; 
they worked well, and at dark we left off, having 
done as much as (speaking within bounds) forty 
of the natives .would have done in a day. Our 
hands certainly s^ered a little by blisters ; I had 
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nine on one 'and, and eight on the'ot^r. Wq, 
were careful to encourage our sail^s^^d not/to , 
expect too much from them, ail • pr^i“ 

bited, though under a vertical sud^^ • ing or 
even drinking, rendered their cas^^i^’. liflferent 
from ours. We returned to our't'pmt in high 
glee at the favourable appei^ance of affaurs. We 
had scarcely supped &nd^ retired to bed whei^ wo, 
heard a strange boat appro^hing ; it prove ^] ^ 
be Daoud Cashief on his way to Derry ; he nad 
givep a passage to ope of our. sailors who had 
waited behind at the village to get bread, made. 
He sent us a. kid with salaams, and a request that; 
we would spare, him some of our small eoffeer 
cups, which were rather handsome : we sent himt 
two, and at the same time requested of him a 
ludri (a skin to contain water), which he gave us ; 
lastly, a message came to say that he had left 
several of his servants behind him at Ebsambal, 
with orders to assist us with men, to procure us 
supplies and provi-’ions, and, in. short, to render us 
any service we might require. We thanked him,- 
and lenewed our promise of apprising him when . 
we should be near the door, that he might not 
think we had any secret object in opening the,j 
temple during his absence ; for they all think we' 
expect to find money should we succeed. Daoud . 
now dej-arled; we gave our cre\(two piastres. for 
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^ 99 ^ many^and one to each of tlu ^oys ; there 
six 151 ^ Ipd tj^d boys. We told them, at 
“Hfie sam. , Jhat if they consented to work at 
similar i v in the same manner as we did 

ourselves, -rvi. should daily receive the same 
sum:'— thes^ ^^ditions were acceded to ap- 
parently with great eagerness. 

.-.w/ThWsday, July 17- Started at the dawn of day 
;^4!^*.'Drked hard, foufCeen in number, till nearly 
nine o’clock, whea.the sun being at a considerable 
height, and shining directly on us, the heat obliged 
us to desist: we had made considerable progress, 
and as all our efforts were directed in the right 
way, wie had reason to be well satisfied. The 
crew worked tolerably well; Hassan was on the 
opposite side of the river getting bread made, 
and looking out for a sheep. Dined at one, and 
at three renewed our operations : one of the crew 
did not come this evening; we took no notice of 
it, resolving to give him only half a day’s* pay; 
the rest worked tolerably well^ we continued 
till star-light, and made great progress. At the 
latter part of the evening Hassan returned, having 
brought nothing with him; at night we paid the 
crew. 

July 18. In, the morning, at the very first 
dawning of day^ started to our work again, 
and called the ci 4 w, but as we expected from 
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the moment Hassan arrived, they all ^fused , ‘o. 
work, alleging that the pay wa^n^ snfficinT^*^. 
that it was now ramadan, and th^ **; • 'gKt tC; ’ 
have thirty piastres per day. • i'y now 

informed us that they had spok#!'w.{ 'his aloud 
in the night that he might tell us^.' feeing -them 
in this huxnour, we told them that those who did 
not choose to work might let it alone; a^ hat^^ 
past eight we left off, ^uving done nea^f^ 
much work as if they had been with us : iMeed 
we were astonished to see what steady persevering 
labour would do. One of the Ebsambal men 
came this morning and worked very fairly, pro- 
mising to bring ten more on the morrow: there 
came also a chief from the opposite side of the 
river with an oflPer of twenty men. We told him 
our terms of two piastres per day for each man, 
and that it was our intention to pay the money 
into the men’s own hands, as we learnt that the 
cashiefs and chiefs had given each labourer one 
piastre only, and retained the other for them- 
selves. At three, we renewed our operations: 
a few of the crew came but worked very badly; — 
we foft off at dark. 

Saturday, July 1.9. Commenced our labours 
before daylight; only two of the crew came and 
three other lads; the promi^d men fi:om Eb- 
sambal and the opposite sicfci of the river not 
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j^^iyingiVve continued working till lialf-past eight, 
wore about to leave off, Ilalleel 
tIasKi* » court of bulliea made their ap- 

pearan. ^''"^oat, and landing near our bark, 
came up what was doing. Immediately 

we saw them^i^proaching we left off, and*Vent 
down tb bur bark ; Halleel, and his Myrmidons 
i/on returned. ^Suspep^g their roguish inten- 
.AoW^Ave, to avoid tliem, went to bathe; the men 
from the bpposite^ide of the river, aboUt thirty 
in number, now arrived, but without tools; this 
disappointed iis a little. On coming out of the 
water, we tVent to visit Halleel Cashief, as a 
conipliinent,' to keep up appearances; while so 
doing, a desperate .dispute took place between 
our janissary and HaSSan, who seeing the former 
was hot armed, ehaced him into the boat with his 
drawn dagger, uttering savage imprecations at 
the same time. Halleel made a pretence to inter- 
fere', but soon after, while we were settling the 
dispute, he Sheaked away in his boat with all his 
attendants, without taking any leave; indeed he 
was off before we were aware, and we were very 
glad to find him ^onc. 

Our Greek servant now told ui he had asked 
for setae coffee^ taid on being told there Was 
none, had desired servant to say nothing to us 
ahbut his having ahted for it; he was very inqui- 
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sitive ab<- >t he stay we intended to p^ake, a. 
seemed desirous we should call o]^ ktiu at 
on our return, no doubt in hope }, sifme^ 

thing more. The men worked^^^ i,'. ■ ell to 
day; the Ebsambal man who hL»*.>t>iomised to 
bring., jiis nine assistants never r^it^Ws appea- 
rance ; til's we clearly saw was iTalleel’s doing. 
At night, when paying djie men, pre had a dhipii'^e 
with the workmen, who endeavoured to 
on us by false tickets; these tickets were slips of 
paper on which Mr. Belzoni wrote his name and 
issued them out to the workmen in the morning; 
on producing them in the evening they received 
their pay. This day the Darfur caravan, of 
tour thousand camels, laden with gum, ivory, os- 
trich-feathers, tamarinds, rhinoceros horns, slaves, 
&c. passed on their way to Cairo : the mamelukes 
had made them pay nine thousand dollars (up- 
wards of two thousand pounds) at Dongola. 
Some* of the jelabs who led the caravan came 
to see our operations : they had long hair 
greased with oil and hanging down in ringlets; 
some had it plaited: they wore sandals, had each 
a long spear, and altogether were singular figures. 

Sunday, July 20. At twilight we renewed our 
labours, and had sixty-four men to work; the 
crew stimulated them by a good example, which 
coupled with our own personjil attendance, pro- 
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a^jrood morning’s labour; ..i, inroc P. M. 
.>> ^comme:^«^d |^ur oj^rations and got on tolerably 
weM. - one of Daoud Cashiefs staff 

arrivt* ■ ^'J^-ine aqua vitae, jind a few dates as 
a present, '“jaalso brought Irby and me some new 
Nubian two suits cost us tw^pty^four 

piastres, ' or ^elve shillings ; doubl^i^hat we 
.^ad given for better ^^bi«gs of the same kind at 
ffalout. iK th'e’' evening our cook threw a 
kettle of water in the face of a bully who asked 
him for money in a threatening manner: this 
truly cook-like mode of assault unsheathed the 
Barbarin’s sword (for the most trivial occurrence 
produces their drawn weapons), and it was with 
difficulty we could, prevent some serious mischief 
from ensuing. At night Daoud Cashiefs mes- 
senger returned, having failed in an attempt to 
beg a pipe for his master. 

Monday, J uly 2 1 . This day no men came from 
the opposite side of the river, but we had about 
forty from Ebsambal ; they worked tolerably well, 
and brought to light the bend of the right 
arm of the statue, to the north of the door, 
which was much broken: the discovery was 
highly satisfactory to us, as it proved that the 
statues were seated, and, consequently, that we 
should not have-'' to dig down so deep for the 
door .as if they |were standing figures. In the 
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evening o men worked tolerably well, 
towards tl^e close of the dtjy we^fofind a pr;p5' 
jecting part of the wall rougldy clCsc’l. J - ne^eif 
in its surface, and having everjW^ptu! • nee of 
unlinished work. We could not \^|more than 
six os eight inches down, and it^^*^^. continued 
the saine!*4he projection was abo^t fpur inches 
from the plane surface^ of the front of thSc 
temple, and it appeared fi/^fill ’up the wlj^le- 
space between the two centre statues. , This 
being exactly the place wjherc we expected to find 
the door, the sudden change from a flat finished, 
exterior, to a coarsely chiselled uneven surface, 
was precisely the circumstance most copulated tp 
give the impression that the temple was unfi- 
nished, and that there was no door ; indeed we 
could not in any other way account for an 
appearance so extraordinary and unexpected ; 
discouraging as this discovery was, we never- 
theless ‘resolved to proceed with our work, tmd 
to dig down till we had ascertmned beyond all 
possibility of doubt, that there was no entrance 
to the temple. 

About eleven o’clock at night, a boat arrived 
from the opposite side ; tliey did not make qny 
noise, but the reis sent word that he had brought 
a sheep for us ; the message wa§ acqompanied 
witli the ])rcsent of a watcr-meh n. 
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^^.^JTuesday, July 22. At daylight iv( found a 

^*’!;.,-rvat asserajbl^e of* people, the boat having 
trough . ofer in the night ; at the same 

time tin ^iH-T^ed a considerable number from 

Ebsambal. -.a/ these two parties amounted to 
treble the iw^<*er we wanted, we retired, to-our 
boat to avoid ^sputes, leaving thirty tj^l^ts with 
Mouchmarr,«with in^tj>uction to employ only 
,;«?iat .-iumber ; returning in about half an hour, we 
found he had onlygjven out twenty of the tiekets, 
ke^^ng the other tqn to himself till the evening, 
which would give him twenty piastres. While 
we were settling this with the old rogue, a violent 
quarrel ensued between the natives of Ebsambal 
and the party from the opposite shore, as to who 
should be employed ; and after much noise and 
confusion, hostilities having commenced in a slight 
degree between the parties, the whole of them 
departed shouting and hooting, in number about 
two hundred, the stronger party not permitting 
the Ebsambal people to work. As they retired 
our crew serenaded them with repeated cries of, 
" barout, barout,” which means powder, powder, 
an article they are not very partial to. In the 
evening we renewed our labours without any assist- 
ance, but soon had the crew and about twenty 
volunteers, who Verked very well considering we 
l^ad only three instruments, the Ebsambal men 
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having taken away four out of the sev^n we 
hitherto used. They were‘'Cf thii|^orin. 


and the mode of working W 95 to fix the inffple- 
ment perpendicularly in thc< sand, and then to 
pull it forward by a cord attached ta it; one 
person was stationed at the handle to fix it in the 
sand, and another at the cord by which it was 
pulled forward. Instead of one, the Arabs gene- 
rally employed from four to six men at the cord. 
This evening we came to the chair of the statue, 
but still no indication of a door; the unfinished 
work continuing, though the figure, drapery and. 
all, is perfectly finished as far as we could see 
down. 

Wednesday, July 23. It was curious to observe 
in the morning, on the smooth surface of the sand, 
drifted by the night breeze, the tracks of the 
snakes, lizards, animals, &c. &c. which had come 
down to the water’s side during the night to 
drink ; and we could plainly discern the traces of 
their return to their solitary hfunts in the .desert. 



EGYPT AND NUBIA. 


t.] • 



’•Sometimes their track indicated the presence of 
reptiles of ftonsiderable size ; and with these 
pi\}ofs of th^ nocturnal movements, we easily 
accounted fo^ the dread our guides expressed of 
walking mar the water’s side the night wc^^- 
tufned fp^j^^he second cataract. M^^ -^ciiewed 
our operatiems at the very first an^arance of 
day, and sooif had about twenty-six workmen 
together with the ^rew ; between eight and nine 
o^lock, as the piviple were working, we perceived 
q, boat laden with men coming over from the 
opposite side. As soon as the Ebsambal people 
made them out, they all set oflF with old 
Mouchmarrat their head; the latter saying he 
knew who they ®ere, and would go and treat 
with them, as they were coming to prevent our 
work. The old fellow, it appeared afterwards, 
was more intent on his own safety, as both he and 
his party went and hid themselves in caves in the 
mountains. Suspecting something, we *sent for 
all our arms from the boat and waited the event. 


The newly arrived party now made their appear- 
ance, about forty in number, armed mostly with 
muskets, pistols, sabres, and pikes; they were 
much better dressed, and made a better figure 
than the attendants of Daoud and Hailed. 
There were Wo with white turbans, who ap- 
peared the leading characters ; these approached 
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ill advance of their attendants, and after the* 
usual salaams and ccremoii/’. of i^Jute, seated 
themselves near us, and presented us with two 
sheep, which their pieii had brougm with item. 
VV e now desired our janissary to asl^tl^m the in- 
tentid^T'of their visit, and to tfel]^(^s%ia we had 
nothing to t^spose of, having given |.ll we had to 
spare to the two cashieft^ below. • They replied^ 
that they wanted nothing, ^at they were in the 
employ of the pashaw, that their p^ace was to keep 
order and tranquillity in the country, and that 
they wished to know if any obstacles on the part of 
the inhabitants rendered their assbtance necessary, 
as they were ready to be of service to us, hoping 
that on our return to Cmro, wq, should not fail to 
speak favourably of them to the pashaw. We 
replied that we were going on tolerably well, and 
that we did not stand in need of any assistance. 
After sitting about half an hour, they went down 
to the other temple, followed by all their atten- 
dants, and soon after sent our Greek servant up 
with a message, “ that they were at war with the 
other two cashiefs ; that they were greater than 
them ; that they were the governours of this 
country; that when the others killed one man, 
they could kill two ; in short, that we liad given 
a gun, shawl, soap, .and tobacco, to both Daoud 
and Hailed, and why, they wish^id to know, .was 
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■WQthing given to them, who possessed double the 
Authority of ^he bfbthers in this country, and 
could prevent our labour whenever they pleased ? 
finally, that th^y must have the same, and more 
presents than f we had already given, or tJ^ciiT 
we should open the temple.” Thew.-tilso 
wished to kno!r under what authority Vve acted, 
sftid desired t^ see oun^firman. We replied 
% these menbees^by the same observations 
we* had made ow^their arrival, viz. that we had 
already given all we had to give away ; and we 
added, that as we had both the pashaw’s and 
Deftarda Bey’s firman for doing what we were 
about, any. violence ofiered us would be sure 
to reach their ear^. Their answer was, that 
they cared nothing about the pashaw : on seeing 
the firmans, they said they were good tor nothing, 
being written in Turkish, not Arabic; that 
they had no Turkish interpreter, and that were 
the firmans even in Arabic, nothing but pfesents 
would induce them to permit us to proceed. The 
crew now thought it a favourable opportunity to 
ask for one of the sheep (for each of which we had 
given ten piastres), but we immediately refused 
their request, explaining, that they were mistaken 
if they thought it a proper time to ask gifts, 
when other peot)le were endeavouring to rob and 
plunder us ; that| as soon as the banditti were 
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gone, and we were at our own disposal, we mighty 
give them something, hut neyer tjlrough fear of J 
them, or to gain their favour. Soon after 'the ’ 
two cashiefs and their gang proceeded +n Eb- 
' saxibal ; we now learnt that they T^er* Mahomed 
and»:*Ji, Cashief, that they lived^^!^*^sttle above 
Derry, onSthe opposite side of the liver, and were 
at war with Daoud and^Halleel irt ^consequence of- 
their grandfather (Hassan’s'iathei) having killetf ' 
some relation of Ali’s many ytH&s ago. This is 
what the Barbarins call the “ warfare of blood 
for blood,” and it always lasts till an individual of 
one family is sacrificed to appease the other (*). 
Sometimes this hostility exists for 4nany ages 
between families ; and it is for this reason that 
a murderer, who is one of our crew, dares not 
go to Philae or the neighbourhood of Assuan, 
where he committed the crime. 

At three P. M, renewed our operations and 
had a considerable number of assistants ; it was 
truly ridiculous to see old Mouchmarr now make 
his appearance, with his matchlock in his hand, 
and a few of the Ebsambal people. He took 
especial care to examine both up the river and 
down, to be sure that the cashiefs were well out 
of sight; and when he found the coast clear, he 
came to us to relate how his people had been in 
the habit of making slaves and prisoners of the, 
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other party; what numbers they had bound to- 
gether and th;3wn’kito the Nile, &c.: we rallied 
hingi a httle about his intercession. We found 
that* the cashiefs had prevented many of our 
assistants froi^ coming, and that they had pV '.i- 
dered the’^'|Nile country, taking two sheen ^om 
every sackey,fand ten piastres fron^t^ose who 
Aould not pr^iir^ the animals. We also learnt 
Ithat . fine of four dollars (thirty-six piastres) 
wfcs to be levi<t^^ on every one who came to our 
assistance. This evening our men worked very 
well; as they did not belong to Ebsambal, they 
knew they were out the cashiefs’ reach. 

Thursdfiy, July 24. At dawn of day went to 
work again; as we had broken our water-jars we 
asked the crew for our ludri which we had lent 
them, but Hassan said it was ramadan, and that 
as they could not drink water in the day time, 
they wanted our ludri to keep it cool for them 
in the evening, and that they would return it 
when they got to Philse. We gave them to un- 
derstand that we liked cool water as well as they 
did, and desired the janissary to take the skin 
without further ceremony; asking them at the 
same time if that was gratitude for the sheep we 
gave them yesterday : Hassan answered, that the 
sheep was lean and good for nothing, or we 
should not have given it. This morning w'e had 
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about twenty workmen, but neither Mouchmarr 
nor tlic Ebsambal men cflfhe; ^fter we hail, 
worked about an hour a party of about thirty 
came from the opposite side and volunteered to 
u^^j^t: as they were more than we wanted, and 
carnal Jpte, we told them we woul^ji^ them ‘one 
and a hall^^>iastre each if they wo\,ld work; this 
they rejected at first, ..but sobn!t|,returned and 
agreed. After they had worked dearly a;- hou< 
four other men came and solicitgt?/ employ ; these 
we refused, when one of them displaying a dirty 
white turban as a flag, drew all the whole party 
off with a shout. After about a quarter of an 
hour’s stay, however, they returned, having^ been 
told that we could do Without them: the work 
now went on pretty well, the armed rUfflaUs not 
making their appearance. In the evmiing the peo- 
ple worked very badly, being so numerous that 
one skulked behind the other. 

Friday, July 25. Got up at dawn of day and 
found one hundred men assembleil, though the 
night before we told them that We did not want 
any more assistance: we explained this to them 
again, adding, that at most we could not employ 
more than twenty: they replied, that we must 
employ them all or none. Seeing them in this 
mood we returned to Our boat, resolving to waif 
till they were all gone, and knowing that, the 
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heat of the suri, at nine o’clock, would soon dri^c 
them away. « Aftep m^ch noise amonj^st them- 
selyes, and numerous ineifectual parleys, they all 
set off, taking all the instruments with them, 
and threatenilig our crew that if they assi^'iX 
us .they \fiuld acquaint Daoud and Ijjenecl 
Cashief .of ft|r thus showing that the^ brothers 
had ordered tut ^o assistance was tifhe rendered 
|us. l^ur saillrs laughed at them, saying, they 
cared nothing ^bout the cashiefs or any one else. 
Soon after this the whole rabble crossed the 
w^er, having a dirty white turban (the pro- 
phet’s banner) hoisted. At three we renewed 
our work with six instruments which we had 
made ourselves: the crew and also that of ano- 
ther bark came, and assistance was also offered 
from a few others : we got on tolerably well. 

Saturday, July 26. At dawn of day went up 
to our employment with the assistance we had 
the preceding evening, in all about twenty-three 
persons; our servants had another quarrel with 
the crew. A mameluke arrived from Dongola; 
he reported his countrymen in great misery at 
that place. He was on his way to Cairo to see 
his mother: his father was included amongst the 
mamelukes who were massacred at Cairo by the 
pashaw some years ago, and he had escaped with 
his uncle, who being lately dead, the lad wa.“ on 
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hit. return to his only surviving parent. We now 
learned that Mahomed and# Ali Cashief were 

in 

gone down the river again with their plunder. 
In the evening renewed our operations. A ‘man 
had received 'money for our 'bread on the 
oppc^ite side of the river, refused to^ng it : . we 
had a dispute in consequence, ant, 'after much 
noise and cmifusion, h4l{ the qu\m|;Ly wc paid for 
was brought, which we were.glaa to get. 
now found the price of every thing we bought 
had doubled since our arrival; fh^e natives hoped 
by these means to force us to relinquish oiir 
work, and, with our eyes open, we were obliged 
to submit to the imposition. 

Sunday, July 27. At dawn of day set to work 
again, and had only two assistants besides the 
crew, who worked remarkably well: several vo- 
lunteers came, but we rejected them on account 
of their laziness. One of our two assistants this 


morning sang a song to cheer up the crew ; this is 
their constant custom when working; the words 
are as follows: " Oh Nubia, my country, thou 
smellest like a rose; when I sleep I dream of 
thee, and thou appearest a garden full of flowers.” 
You may easily imagine that our ideas of Nubia, 
" where a flowering shrub is scarcely ever seen,” 
were not in unison with those of our neighbour. 
We, however, found this a new proof of that 
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happy disposition which nature implants in the 
breast of every man to be partial to his native 
soilj be it what it may. 


The naked nej^ro panting at tjie line, 

Boastb of his golden sands and palmy wine : 
Basks in the glare^ or stems the tepid wave. 
And thii^-s his gods for all the good they r .ve. 
Such is tire pa^ofs boast where'er we jram. 
His first, Mt country, en^r is, at home.” 


At ‘three we recommenced our operations; while 
we‘ were working, arrived a spy from Daoud 
Cashief, who after having deliberately examined 
us, began by talking to the crew to draw them 
off from thf work : he then asked old Mouchmarr, 
who had just arrived from the village with some 
bread for us, how he dared assist us; adding, 
that the cashiefs would cut off his head for it. 
This news did not appear very agreeable to 
our friend, who was now deterred from working 
as he had done the preceding day. Our 'young 
mameluke friend who understood the Barbarin 


language, unknown to the crew and natives, told 
ns of this. The spy then informed us that a 
firman had arrived from the grand signior to 
supersede the pashaw in his government, and that 
new troops were now at Cairo. So paltry an 
attempt to alarm us, was answered by a hearty 


^augh, which made both the spy and his country- 
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men look very foolish, until seeing the joke went 
ngiiinst them, they put it by a laugh also. 
In the evening old Mouchmarr came to be paid 
for his bread, and on being asked to bring more, 
s'^id he did not like to tell us a falsehood, and 
tn^ he had strict injunctions ag^st bringing 
any thi^g more, or indeed rendedii’g us any fur- 
ther assist'ince. Wa furtheV Warned that the 
whole of the natives on both siles of the rivjr'r 
had mutually agreed that nothij^g was to be 'sold 
to us. It was hinted that we might have some 
men to work if we chose; however, as our money 
was getting low, and as we had found that we 
did almost as much without, as with tikem, we 
sent word that we wanted nothing of them; we 
had three days bread, and our work had arrived 
at a point which would soon ascertain whether 
there was any door or not; we felt ourselves 
therefore quite independent of our troublesome 
neighbours. Old Mouchmarr now took his leave; 
it is but justice to the old man to say, that he 
behaved better than any of his countrymen. 

Monday, July 28. Commenced our operations 
at the usual hour, with only our sailors and the 
mameluke, no Ebsambal men making their ap- 
pearance; all worked pretty well. This morning 
no milk was brought; we affected to take no 
notice whatever of it, and at breakfast were pai;- 
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ticularly careful that the crew (who came down 
and were watching usf narrowly to see what effect 
t})c n^ant of this luxury would have) should oh- 
.‘icrve n& change in consequence, that they might 
■ ,)ort to the natives the poor success of thei»' 
scheme. At* -three renewed our labours; whfle 
working, an Bhsambal man came to see what 
was going on; m /aid that if we wfshed it, a 
ce>,tain number people would come from each 
sackey to assist, and he usked us if we wanted 
provisions; we refused all assistance. He then 
asked ' ’ '^e could live on stones? we replied, that 
w'e had a boat to go and fetch whatever we 
wanted, and .that money would always procure 
something; he now said we might think ourselves 
fortunate in having a soldier of the pashaw’s with 
us, as were it not for fear of the consequences, 
in case any thing should happen to him, the 
whole body of natives would prevent our work 
by force. We replied, that we were detemdned 
to proceed; and that even were the soldier not 
with us, we would persist in our undertaking. 
He now began to brag of the number of armed 
people they could muster from the neighbour- 
hood: we, however, laughed at him, and he left us, 
having failed in all his designs. Our crew this 
evening worked very well, and we thought it good 
pojicy to tell them we noticed their exertions. 
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Tuesday, July 29. At dawn of day we recom- 
menced our labours with T;he crev', and made 

* 

considerable progress, no strangers making, their 
appearance, the one who assisted us y^terday 
'being deterred by the threats of the spy. In the 
evening, at three, renewed our w<jrk*; towards the 
close of day the sailors requested^ to be dismissed, 
that they might go to Ebsank>aI;Tto get bread for 
themselves. We suspected soFke bad intentiCns 
on their part, but said nothing: HassanP had 
previously endeavoured to steal some of our 
doura (for bread we had none), but we were too 
sharp for him, and made his boy give us back 
what he had taken. 

Wednesday, July 30. At twilight we went 
to work again, the crew coming as usual: this 
morning our milkman brought us milk agmn, 
but said he was obliged to do it clandestinely. 
This was a real luxury, as we found, after four 
houts hard work on an empty stomach, that a 
limited ration of doura grain, dried dates, and 
water, to which we were now reduced, was not 
very sumptuous fare. The reis of the bark, who 
had before cheated us out of our bread, now made 
his appearance again with some spirituous liquors, 
which he said he had brought as a present from 
the wife of Daoud Cashief. We clearly saw this 
was a trick to get a present to the bearer, which 
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is generally double the value of the article givcir^ 
we tl ereforc refused* the present, hut offered to 
purchase what he ha^; after some hesitation he 
consented: — it was the spirit distilled from the 
date, hut without the addition of aniseed, which in 
Egypt makeS it palatable. We generally took a 
little before diiper as a tonic; for without some- 
thing of the kinck(tli^ average’of the tlfermometer 
hbing one hundrl^aAd twelve degrees Fahrenheit 
*in the shade) weV>und that we had no appetite. 
As sOon as he had got his money he took himself 
off to the other side of the river, having evidently 
come to see if we yet began to complain for want 
of provisions^ But although we had nothing to 
eat but doura, and only enough of that for four 
days, we never once mentioned the subject of 
provisions. This evening we came to a projection, 
evidently a cornice, though much broken by the 
shock of an immense block of stone that had 
fallen on it. Beneath the projection we found a 
plane and smooth surface, and a tablet of neat 
hieroglyphics, highly finished, carved thereon; the 
most favourable indication of a door we could 
possibly expect, and which much cheered our 
prospects. 

At three we returned to our operations, and by 
digging down and carrying away the sand with two 
bfxes, we removed a sufficient quantity to make 
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out about a foot of a tablet surmount^ b;|r a torus, 
and one end of a broken cofnice above it; which, 
having been broken by some accident, has evi- 
dently been chiselled away since its completion, 
with the design of renewing it: the fiirrowed 
surface, and the marks of the tools'in all 'direc- 
tions, though rudely done, and quite unfinished, 
prove this to be the case, andkhtti the mystery of 
the unfavourable appearances i^ch had formeidy 
given us so much uneasiness is ./cleared up. This 
evening Hassan asked, with more than usual 
impudence, for the pay of the crew, adding, that 
, he wantied it immediately before it was dark. 

Thursday, July 31. At twilight yesumed bur 
task; palisadoed the part supposed* to be imme- 
diately over the door, by driving in piles of date- 
trees, and pouring at the back of them mud 
mixed with sand to keep the outer sand from 
running in between them. Just as we were going 
to desist from our work, some armed inen came 
from the opposite side of the river, who had 
been called over by Hassan: we enquired the 
reason of his calling them over, when he said he 
wanted the boat from the opposite side, to go 
and get some provisions for the crew. Our sailors 
talked freely with the strangers; we took no 
notice of them; they appeared very intent on 
what we were doing. This day the mimdul^ 
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took his^eparturc for Cairo; he went ou a hn;^il 
reed raft which a Nubian was conducting down 
the ^river; Hassan ran with great eagerness to 
send *8ome message by the stranger; no doubt 
to apprise the cashiefs below of the progress of 
our work. • 

In the. evening we resumed our labours with 
the crew and ijteoystrangers'; towards sun-set we 
came to the c^p^T of the door; it was rather 
broken. The sa|[lors, on seeing it, expressed great 
signs of joy, uttering cries of" backsheeish, back- 
sheeish,” at>d immediately asked us if it was not 
true, that we had promised them money when- 
ever Wp should find the door: we replied, that we 
certainly had promised them a present, and would 
give it when we had entered the temple. The 
fellows now began working hard to enlarge the 
entrance, appearing in high good humour, and 
occasionally repeating the favourite word " back- 
sheeish,” tyep, tyep — good, good. At dusk we 
had made an aperture nearly large enough for a 
man’s body, but we could not tell whether the 
sand would be necessary to be drawn up from 
the entrance or not, which left us in great un- 
certainty as to the time when our labours would 
end; for should the temple be much filled with 
sand, we might have a prodigious deal of work to 
do yet. When wc returned to tlic boat. ITassan 
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tolri Captain Irby and myself^ it was totally im- 
possible we could ever get Into the temple by 
palisadoing; that the sand would fall on us as fast 
as we dug down, and that it was like attempting 
' to dig into the Nile; at the same time he offered 
to forfeit his beard if we succeeded ; aJll the crew 
joined in the same assertion. But it was the only 
method of getting at the door,hin>^ss we cleared 
it altogether, which would^ h.»vl^/ taken a good 
month more. / “ 

We resolved to ' begin the next morning by 
moon-light, and apprised the crew our inten- 
tion, that they might not think we wanted to 
steal in by ourselves, and thus bring, away the 
gold unknown to them. As the day’s discovery 
had put us all in good humour, our sailors at- 
tempted to profit by it; they asked our cook for 
his new silk waistcoat, and begged of the Greek 
his new blue gown ; they did not solicit any thing 
further *from us, thinking it best to wait till they 
got our backsheeish. 

At moonlight on Friday morning, August the 
first, the anniversary of the battle of the Nile, we 
rose. and went to work. We called the crew, 
but as they did not appear in any hurry to 
come, we went up alone with lights; while 
making our arrangements to begin, we heard a 
great noise below, plainly distinguishing Hassan’s 
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roaring (Voice above all the rest, and the W0d 
hacksheeish frequently repeated. The Greece 
serv^int being sent down for a^lamp, returned 
with hn'^abcount that they were all abusing us, 
and complaining that after having worked hard 
for us, they only received two piastres per day, 
instead of four which they merited (I should here 
tell you that tl^rtoonthljr wages frdm the reis, 
were from seveRTO^ine piastres each man). We 
wei% called chri^ian dogs without faith, and they 
said we must take all our things out of the boat 
immediately, as they would stay no longer, 
having remained till they were tired, and in a 
place were. they could get no provisions. Mr. 
Belzoni now went .down to find our hammer 
which was mislaid, resolving to abstain from any 
argument with them ; immediately on seeing him 
they all fell down on their kness, and began pray- 
ing, bowing down, and kissing the ground accord- 
ing to their custom. He took no notice or them, 
but brought all our arms and ammunition up ; 
the janissary also went and brought his pistols, 
Hassan saying in his hearing, that he must 
carry a soldier on his back to Derry, implying 
that he must murder the janissary, though it was 
but the day before that he came to him saying that 
he wished to make peace, and that what he had 
^formerly said against him came from his warmth 
of’t/mper, and not from his heart. 
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>^8 soon as wo had commenced worBing by 
candle-light, one of the crew timme to say that we 
must embark immediately ^md depart, or ; land 
our effects and let the boat go, as they could wait 
no long^ ; we sent word that they might go 
whenever they pleased, but it would* be to their 
own loss if they did, as we would pay them 
nothing ; and that fb* our p^rt«We were deter- 
mined to remain till our wd!L^"'*%as completed ; 
having said this, we continued our work. The 
crew now made their appearance in a body, 
dressed in their turbans and gowns, as at Elpha ; 
this being their custom when they wish to appear 
of consequence. They were armed, with long 
sticks, pikes, swords, daggers, and two old rusty 
pistols, which would be more likely to kill the 
person who fired, than him who was fired at. In 
reply to our inquiry of what they wanted, they 
made long complaints of being badly pud* apd 
of never having received any adequate recompence 
for having brought us provisions from the neigh- 
bouring villages, and for all their other endea- 
vours to please us ; that they had wmted here till 
the last moment, and must now go down the 
river, all at the same time joining in savage 
imprecations, and scraping the sand with their 
hatchets and swords ; the reis, who was the fore- 
most of the party, in feigned paroxysms of anger ,| 
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tiaeifr.^^ sand up in his face, where the pa^pi- 
i«|^on caused it to^ticlc O'; ^he same timh Vc 
V'wej^, accused of calling out " barout, barout,” to 
tl^ ^Bsambal people, though it was themselves 
that first taught us the meaning of that word. 

As alld;his fitfce was performed to intimidate us, 
and to extort a sum of money from us as a reward 
for their renteinj^g till the templet was opened, 
we took care |ifaj»lhey should see by our Qpnduct 
that the schem^ entirely failed; therefore, avoiding 
aU passionate behaviour, we replied coolly and de- 
liberately ta all their lying imputations, telling 
them that if they studied their own interests, they 
would behave very differently; that this of all 
others was the most unlikely method to obtain any 
thing from -us ; and that as they had staid ninety- 
nine days, why not remain the hundredth ? After 
several other arguments, all as useless as they 
were false, one of the crew stepped forward, and 
pretended to be a peace-maker; the janissary 
meantime had squeezed himself through the hole, 
and entered the temple during the debate unknown 
to them, till one of the strangers having stolen be- 
hind to see what work we had done, found it out, 
and apprised the crew. They now seeing them- 
selves foiled in every way, pretended to suffer the 
me^ator, with some reluctance, to disarm them, 
and then began stripping to work, laughing and 
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reji? -cting tyep, tyep — good, good. Berfijk t^ep, 
(brrby, means temple). We defined it our best j^ 
licy to srppress our feelings and appear recoi^^t^f 
Hiissan had told the cook that they could mifr^er 
us all if they chose ; that neither law or justice 
were known in this country ; that they could, after 
committing the crime, fly to the mountains, where 
no one would^ursue them ; that (they were not the 
poor people we took them for ; Ifto^hey had kept 
the French at bay four years; thatahey kept their 
own slaves, cattle, &c. &c. We were not told of 
these expressions of theirs till we went down ta 
breakfast at ten o’clock. 

We now entered the temple, and thus ended all 
our labours, doubts, and anxiefy. This morning 
we built a wall to barricade the door ; it was 
made of stones and mud, with a foundation of 
date trees driven in to prevent the sand from^ 
giving way. A toad crept out of the temple 
while we were thus employed, and hid himself in 
the rubbish at the entrance. We now brought 
down to the boat some statues of calcarious stone 
which we found in the temple. There were two 
sphinxes, emblematical of Osiris (lion’s body and 
hawk’s head) ; a monkey similar to those over the 
cornice, only smaller; and a kneeling female 
figure, with an altar having a ram’s head on it in 
her lap. At three wc went to work again ; twa 
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of th<^ Ebsambal peasants came, and app^red 
astonished that we had succeeded. They said 
the country people had no idea we sL .tuld have 
accomplished our undertaking. They appeared 
to think the temple would make a good hiding 
place for ^heir cattle, &c. whenever the Bedouins 
came to rob them. 

I 

Saturday, August 2. ^ Continued working at 
the wall befor^ tile door. Hassan asked for some 
of our money^ to go and purchase a sheep, sti- 
mulated no doubt by the expectation of the share 
they always had, viz. the entrails, skin, and head, 
none of the former of which the crew rejected ; 
on one occasion 1 saw one of them eating that 
part raw, as they were skinning the animal. Re- 
duced as we were to nothing but doura, a grain 
not unlike pearl barley, we told our friend it was 
to no purpose to bring us meat when we had no 
bread, and that unless he brought the latter, we 
did not want or wish him to bring the’ former ; 
they now took the money, promising to bring 
us bread also. We did not employ the sailors 
this evening, having finished the wall. Hassan 
was roaring and grumbling all day about 
money, in hopes that his bawling would induce 
us to give more; we took no notice of him, 
determined to give the money when they had put 
the^ statues into the boat ; for we now perceived 
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the^v was a great difficulty made about^them. 
We this day took all the measurements of the 
temple, V )th externally and internally; Captain 
Irby and I undertaking this task, while our com- 
ipanions w£u*e employed about their d'.awings. 
Towards the close of the evening the mab brought 
us some cakes of doura and a sheep, for which, 
however, he 'made us' pay thirteen piastres, a 
thir^pdore than the articles wdiM Vorth. 

Sunday, August 3. This morning some Ebsam^ 
bal people brought us some butter and a lamb ; 
we told them, however, that now they might keep 
their provisions to themselves. In the evening 
the crew, after much disputing with Ha§san (w}io 
was against the measure), put the statues ipto 
the boat ; this being the condition on which they 
were to receive the backsheeish. Soon after this 


we gave them a present of forty piastres amongst 
them ; we had considerable difficulty in satisfying 
them, for the reis, on perceiving the men^y, 
snatched it up, saying it was his share ; we, 
however, took it from him, and distributed it 
according to our original plan. 

I shall now give you some further particulars 
respecting the exterior of the temple, and then 
proceed to notice the most prominent beauties of 
the interior. The four colossal figures in front of 
the temple are all of men ; they are in a sitting 
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postufei above sixty feet higb, and the two wh’ch 
are partly uncovered, are sculptured in the tJest 
style of Egyptian art ; and are in a muc'- higher 
state* of preservation than any* colossal statues 
remainin'' in Egypt. They are uncpvered at 
present iriiy as far as the breast; before the 
recent excavations, one of the faces was alone 
partly visible, iii\d part of tlie hoad-dress of 
thf other remainfn^/two. The face of the 
whether taken 'in the front view or profile, ex- 
hibits^ one of the most perfect specimens of 
beauty imaginable; it has so far resisted the 
effects of time, as not to have the least scratch or 
imperfection; and there is that placid serenity 
which one admires in most of the Egyptian 
.countenances. The face of the statue. No. 3, has 
a more . serious aspect, the nose is not so aijuiline, 
nor is the mouth so well turned; it is not, 
hcwever, without its beauties, and perhaps a 
bettet would say the features possess more 
character then the former. The statues are noti 
however, without their imperfections ; the necks 
are short, out of all proportion, and the ears are 
placed considerably too high, a defect very com- 
mon amongst the Egyptian figures ; the bodies 
also seem to lean rather too much forward for 
the natural position of a sitting figure. However, 
»it was hardly fair to pass one’s judgement on this 
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defect, as being partly uncover^, they 
cotild not be seen to proper advantage. 

Littl. or no space appears to have been left 
between the figures on either side, and scarcely 
more in I’the centre than sufficient for the door. 
Immediately above the door, which formerly 
surmounted by a cornice, now broken, is a tablet 
of hieroglyphics, overti which is an oblong square 
niche enclosing a standing figtSs of a hawk-hectded 
Osiris, in full relief, projec’^mg rfo more thamthe 
depth of the niche itself. On the head of 'this 
figure is a globe, and below, on each side of the 
legs, are two symbols, which appear suspended 
from his hands ; one is a small femal^ figure, the 
other a staff surmounted with the dog’s or fox’s 
head. On either side of the niche is a female 
figure in intaglio, presenting an offering to the 
Deity, and various hieroglyphic inscriptions, pro- 
bably descriptive of the oblations. The comice 
above the door presents a very curious appearance; 
it has been broken by a fall of part of the rock 
above, and the chisel has since been evidently 
employed to form the remaining part into some 
other shape, or to fashion it in a manner ready 
to admit of the building of a new cornice, or some 
other ornament of that description. 

The interior of the temple is one hundred and 
fifty-four feet long, by fifty-two broad, (exclusive 
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of the side chambers) it is comprised of fourteen 
separate apar^ents,* whereof the first is a prin- 
cipal hall fifty-seven feet, by fifty-two ; the 

a • 

second*, an anti-chamber, thirty-seven feet, by 
twenty-five; the narrow chamber crossing the 
other* two, fhirty-seven feet, by nine feet eleven 
inches ; after which comes the sanctuary, twenty- 
three feet seven inches, by tw'eWe feet three inches ; 
the i .st are side apartments, whimsically placed 
in various directions. The interior of this temple 
is a Work not inferior to any excavation in Egypt 
or Nubia, not even excepting the Tombs of the 
Kings ; indeed the efiect produced on first en- 
tering it, may be considered as more striking 
than any which those, can afford ; the loftiness of 
the cieling, the imposing height of the square pil- 
lars, and of the erect colossal statues attached to 


them, full thirty feet high ; and the whole dimen- 
sions of the apartments on a much larger scale 
than any of the other excavations, all contribute 
to render the interior of this temple not less 
admirable than its splendid exterior. 

The sculpture on the walls is not so well 
finished, nor the colouring so perfect as in the 
Tombs of the Kings, but the composition and 
invention of the design, and the spirited execution 
in the performance, may be- considered as fully 


^ual to any thing in Egypt. The extreme heat 
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and (■^'"enessof the apartments, occasioned by the 
want ' : a free circulation of air, hare contributed 
materially to injure the colouring, but enough 
still remains by which to judge of what is lost, 
and to convince the spectator of the original 
beauty of the work. The most conspicuous 
groups appear to represent the victories of some 
celebrated hero, apparently the same who is 
depicted at Medinct Aboo, Luxor, Carnack, and 
other parts of Egypt, together with the trium- 
phant processions and consequent offerings to' the 
deities. There is little difference in these groups, 
from the similar sculptures in the buildings above- 
mentioned ; the hero appears in the s^me manner 
in his car ; he is of a gigantic stature, and is 
destroying his enemies with his arrows ; the 
vanquished sue for mercy ; the discomfiture and 
flight of their companions ; the procession of the 
prisoners, and the distribution of the other parts of 
the groups, are likewise nearly the same. The hero 
himself appears to be no other, but the prisoners 
seem to be of different nations from those repre- 
sented in other places ; and it is not a circum- 
stance of little interest to see here, painted in 
glowing colours, the costumes of the various 
tribes of the interior of Africa, at a date so re- 
mote, that one knows no where else to look for 
any description cither of their manners or theij' 
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customs. How interesting would a rninu^^' copy 
of these groups be to travellers in the int. ■ of of 
Africa! who could compare them with the customs 
of the present day. Some of the feaptives are per- 
fectly black, and have all the characteristics of the 
tribes, of the interior of Africa — such as woolly 
hair, thick lips, long sleek limbs, &c. ; others are 
of a lighter hue^not unlike 'the present race of 
Nubians. The most common dress consists of 
the leopard’s and tiger’s skin, fastened round the 
waist, while the upper part of the body remains 
uncovered. The cap which they most commonly 
wpar is of a construction which I do not recollect 
to have observed elsewhere, and appears to con- 
sist of the leaves of the palm tree, dried and cut 
in slips; while the workmanship is a sort of neat 
plaiting, apparently worked with much ingenuity. 
Those who wear the caps have no hair, but some 
are distinguished by bushy hair and beards. 

In one of the groups is represented the storm- 
ing of a fortress, of very singular construction, 
which is defended by people of the race just 
mentioned. On the top are seen women, among 
whom, one in a sitting posture, wholly divested of 
drapery, and of a light complexion, bears no 
resemblance in character or attitude to those 
represented in other places by the Egyptians. 
The hero who directs the assault of this fortress 
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is, a« usual, of gigantic statute. On the plain 
beloN. are seen the peasants driving their cattle 
away from the presence of thh conqueror, designed 
with great spirit of action; some of the besieged 
party are also kneeling and imploring clemency. 
The arrows are flying from all quarters amongst 
the defendants, and some are seen plucking them 
from their foreheads," arms, and other parts of the 
body. Large stones hurled down from above, do 
not in any way intimidate the attacking party. 
The group of twelve supplicating victims, which 
the hero is represented in another part as 
grasping with one hand by the united hair of 
their heads, while with the other lie uplifts the 
axe to sacrifice them, is executed with much 
energy and force ; and the marked difference of 
character in the several countenances of the 
various tribes they belonged to, is executed in a 
masterly style; the expression of agony and 
despair in their several features are finely traced. 

In this temple we found several detached 
statues of calcarious stone ; one of which, a little 
larger than life, is executed in a better style than 
is generally to be met with in Egyptian sqalpture; 
the head and lower part of the legs are wanting, 
as well as one of the arms, but the remaining 
parts sufficiently attest the skill and good taste 
of the sculptor. The figure is an upright one. 
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and seems to ha^ represented either ; .or 
the hero depicted on .the walls. The surface of 
what .remains is scarcely injured.; but the sub- 
stance of the stone is so decayed by time, that any 
attempt to remove it would probably occasion its 
total 'destruction. I have already described the 
other statues which we brought -away. These 
were found in different parts of the temple; half 
a monkey at one end, and the other half at the 
other, and so on. 

How. long this temple has been buried, is a 
question which must ever remain unanswered; 
fof ty feet of sand had accumulated in the centre 
above the top of the door, before the recent ex- 
cavations, which were carried no further than 
three feet below the top of the entrance. There 
is reason to suppose that the temple was deserted 
before any sand had collected in front of it, but 
there is nothing either in the interior or without, 
that can indicate the age in which it was aban- 
doned. Very little sand was found in the temple 
compared with what might have been expected; 
it did not reach beyond the second pilaster, and 
was not much broader than the door-way. This, 
Yio doubt, is partly owing to the great depth 
(eighteen feet eleven inches) of the entrance. 
\ light black substance, which seemed to be 
decayed wood, was found in every apartment, in 
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som 'laces of the depth of two feet ; its surface, 
allowing for the differencp of colour, was not ' 
unlike that of snow, when it has been frozen over 
by one night’s frost; it cracked under tlie foot, 
leaving the impression. Many small pieces of 
wood were strewed about, apparently little in- 
jured by time, biit which, on being touched, 
crumbled into dust. The wooden pivots on 
which the doors traversed, still remain in the 
upper corner of all the entrances to the different 
chambers; and we also found small fragments of 
wood in many places. Some of these appeared so 
perfect that we thought of bringing them awRy, 
but they mouldered at the first touch ; we were,, 
therefore, very careful in leaving what remainedi 
for the benefit of future travellers. A broken 
brass socket, for the pivot of a door to traverse 
on, was also found. 

The extreme heat of the temple was such, that 
Mr. Beechey spoiled his drawing-book, while only 
coppng one of the groups ; the' perspiration 
having entirely soaked through it. It has the 
feeling and the effect of the hottest vapour bath. 
In the centre of the sanctuary is a bench with 
four sitting statues ; the one on the right i^ 
Osiris, with the hawk’s head and globe; the 
others are human figures; two have the crux 
ansata in their liand. I shall send you a 
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ground plan to convey some idea of the ^'rm of 
the temple, and alsh of the whimsical disposition 
of the chambers. 

I ^ill conclude this long 'description with 
a few remarks on the eight standing figures of 
Osiris, thirty feet high, which ornament the outer 
hall, and between which is the passage into the 
interior of the t^ple. These figures are as well 
proportioned as they are highly finished; the 
dratpery reaches nearly half way down to the 
knees, and is striped like that of the figures 
without. The features of the countenances are 
perfect, and they all have the hook and scourge 
(the usual* emblems of Osiris) in either hand, 
which are across on the breast. The arrangement 
of the statues in the ground plan is exactly as 
we' found them. 

I shall now describe what we, speaking com- 
paratively, call the small temple of Ebsambal. 
The direction of the river here is W. S. W. 
and- E. N. E.; both the temples are situated 
on the left bank, at the ends of the two 
mountains which form the valley, by which the 
sand which has buried the great temple found 
its passage. Both are cut out of the solid rock, 
which is of a sandy or calcarious nature. The 
easternmost and smallest appears to have been 
made before the other, as the style of the colossal 
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statue« which are sculptured in' the front of it, 
ure ruuer than that of the lai^e one, and appear 
to have been cut in a less advanced state of the 
art. The front of the temple is not perpendicular, 
but sloping from the top to the bottom: six square 
.spaces are excavated in the surface,' serving aa 
niches to the same number of colossal figures, 
the remaining part being left -in the form of 
buttresses projecting ten feet at the base beyond 
the inside of the niches: — the door is in the 
centre, with three erect figures, one a female (Isis) 
with a male on each side of her: these latter re- 
present Osiris. On either side, between diese 
colossal statues, are two figures of about six feet 
high, which reach nearly to the knees of the for- 
mer; those supporting the male figures appear to 
represent Horus, while the others near Isis are 
females. The space left in the centre, and in 
which the door is cut, is more than twice the 
breadth of the other projections between the 
figures, and slopes on the same plane with them 
for about one-third of its length: it then de- 
scends somewhat more perpendicularly, and in 
this lower plane is the door cut, without any 
other projection. The points of the projecting 
buttresses are covered with hieroglyphics, and a 
single line of them extends along the top of the 
niches for the whole breadth of the teipple, of 
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which it forms 
diately above the. door is an offering to Osiris, 
and on each side of it are hieroglyphics as on 
the Other projections; a line ‘of serpents and 
globes surmounts the offering, similar to what 
is often mht with over the doors of Egyptian 
temples. The height of the projecting buttresses 
nearest the door is thirty-four feet seven inches, 
taken in the angle of the others thirty-eight feet, 
their projection at the base ten feet, that of the 
door only seven feet six inches; the distance 
between each buttress, eight feet three inches; 
breadth of the buttresses, four feet seven inches. 
The height of the female figures is twenty-four 
feet six inches, not including the head ornament 
which reaches to the top of the buttress. The 
male figures are twenty-five feet eight inches 
high, and their head dresses four feet ten inches. 
The h^ht of the door-way is eleven feet six 
inches; width, four feet ten inches; the length of 
its passage into the temple, twelve feet nine inches. 
The whole width of the ornamented front of the 
temple is eighty-eight feet, and its height, in a 
perpendicular line, may be about forty feet. 

The interior of the temple is composed of 
three principal apartments; the first and largest 
supported by six pilasters, three on each side, 
(surmoi}nted with the head of Isis in the front,) 
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line ornamental summit. Tmme- 
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is thirtv-six feet by thirty-four; Xhe space in the 
centre oetween the pilasters fs fourteen feet six 
inches, and they are seven fecit eight inches from 
the wall: the distance between the pilasters five 
feet nine inches; their dimensions three feet seven 
inches, by three feet three inches. The breadth 
of the second chamber eight feet five inches; its 
length is the same as the first, axd also taken at 
right angles with the door: the sanctuary is 
seven feet ten inches, by eight feet nine inches : 
on each side of the second chamber is a small 
side apartment six feet square. 

I shall now describe the decorations of the 
interior, and rather minutely, as there is more 
uniformity, and evident allusion to the deity to 
whom the temple is dedicated (Isis), than is 
generally met with. The interior of the . porch 
is ornamented on each side by an offering to Isis 
from a human figure. Within the chamber, on 
each side of the entry, is a large figure, with an 
axe in one hand, while with the other he grasps a 
bow, and a kneeling victim held by the hair of 
the head. On either side are two human figures ; 
that in front has a knife upheld, and appears to 
command the sacrifice; while that behind seems 
to preside over it with the lotus flower in her 
hand: the opposite side is the same, excepting 
that the figure commanding the sacrifice is Osiris. 
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On the left, as^ou enter, the wall is embellished, 
first, with an ofieiifag to Isis; secondly, tne Initia- 
tiop, by Jupiter Ammon and Osiris, of a young 
prie*st; thirdly, an offering by a female figure, of a 
small sistrum, surmounted by the head of Isis and 
th6 serpent, together with the lotus flower, to a 
male figure; fourthly, an offering of a small sit- 
ting figure with the crux ansata on its knees (which 
are cocked up) to a male figure. On the right 
hand the wall is ornamented, first, with an 
offering of provisions to Osiris, with the scourge 
in his hand; secondly, an offering uf the lotus 
flower and three water pots, pouring w'ater on 
other flowers, to Jupiter Ammon; thirdly, an 
offering to Isis of .two small heads of that deity 
surmounting two short handles or staffs; fourthly, 
an offering to Osiris of two small water vases. At 
the end on one side of the door is an offering to 
Isis of the lotus; and opposite is the same 
offering to a female figure. The inner chamber 
has offerings to Isis and Osiris, and the initiation 
of a priestess by two isides; the sanctuary has 
a small figure, in alto-relievo, in a recess at the 
end. 

Monday, August 4. Early this morning wc 
started on our return, and soon saw on the 
eastern bank Mahomed and Ali Cashief, together 
with the band of thieves that had attempted to 
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plunder us : they hailed to ask ii^ We had opened 
the temple, and how much m4pey we had found 
in it. In the evening we ‘called on Daqud 
Cashief, who prolested his innocence of ‘the 
transactions at Ebsambal, even before we had 
mentioned the subject; this was certmnly not 
very wise in Daoud, as nothing could tend more 
to prove his guilt; and if further 'evidence were 
necessary, we saw amongst his train several of 
the principal spies and bullies that had annoyed 
us. It was, however, necessary to dissemble, and 
appear to credit him, as a contrary line of con- 
duct could lead to no good; and after receiving 
a present of a sheep, goat, and some bread^ 
together with his promise to. keep the temple 
open for Mr. Salt, we took our leave ; when near 
Derry we met Halleel crossing the water to be 
present at our interview with his brother, and 
thus get his share of any thing else that could be 
squeezed out of us : he was, however, too late. In 
the evening we arrived at Derry, and went to see 
the temple with candles. This temple b situated 
about a quarter of a mile from the town: it b cut 
in the solid rock, but is so much ruined that 
nothing perfect is to be seen. There has been a 
middling sized hall, with eight square pilasters 
and four terms, with standing figures in alto- 
relievo; the latter seem to form a sort of portico 
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to the princif^ chamber. The eight outer 
pilasters have fallen, but those of the pbrtico 
are perfect witmmhe exception of the terms, 
which have all been broken off. Within is the 
principal chamber, seventeen paces by sixteen, 
supported > (HI each side of the centre by three 
pilasters: this latter leads to the sanctuary, on 
each side of which is a small chamber surrounded 
with benches. At the further end of the sanctuary 
are the marks of four sitting statues which have 
been chiselled off : they appear to have resembled 
those of the large temple of Ebsambal. In this 
, temple the stucco and paint is imperfect, and the 
whole has a black and dismal appearance; but to 
judge from the size and execution of the figure!^ 
&e. in entaglio, on the walls, it. may once have 
been t<derably handsome. The dedication ap^ 
pears to have been to Osiris. There are boats, 
battles, sacrifices, &c. like those at Ebsambal. 

We had just gone to bed this evening, when 
Halleel arrived; we sent word that we were 
asleep. He sent us a present of some aqua vito, 
and a miserable sheep; all these presents are 
paid for at the rate of double their value. 

Tuesday, August 5. Early this morning Hal- 
leel came on board, when we gave him to under- 
stand what we had told his brother, viz. that we 
had nothing left to dispose of, having given away 
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every thing that wc had to spari? V- All this while 
he was whispering to one of yyr sailors, asking, 
no doubt, if we had any thingl' ieft, and whether 
it was true, that 'we had not given his brother 
any thing. He now examined attentively every 
thing in the cabin, but observing ntfehing was 
forthcoming, he took his leave, and we started also, 
glad to get rid of him and Derry too. It was here 
that poor Norden, eighty years ago, met with the 
treatment from Baram Cashief, which prevented 
his going farther up. This morning we visited 
the temple at Armada, and saw two gazelles 
near it. This temple is built in the desert (at . 
least it is desert now), not far from the, river, on 
the opposite side from Deny, and about one 
quarter of the way between the latter place and 
Koroscoff. It consists of a hall, supported by 
twelve pilasters and four pillars, in four rows of 
four each; but as a wall of intercolumniation 
surrounds it, the detached pilasters and pillars 
within the hall are only six in number. Beyond 
the hall is a small cross chamber, nine paces by 
three, and within that is the sanctuary, which is 
eight paces by three. The interior of the latter 
is daubed over with plaster, and modern Greek 
paintings of the twelve apostles, saints, &c. 
Underneath this plaster, however, the ancient 
Egyptian figures and hieroglyphics, &c. in has- 
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relief, appear ; have been executed in a very 
superior style, ai^-\ the colouring has been* rich 
beyond descriptioiW^ There is a small chamber on 
each 3ide of the sanctuary. The dedication is to 
Osiris. The sand has drifted into, and nearly 
filled up the hall ; some modern sun-burnt brick 
ruins attached to the temple may have been addi- 
tions by the Greeks. 

At noon we arrived at Sabour, and proceeded 
to inspect its temple, situated on the western 
bank, about one hundred yards from the river 
side ; it is built of calcarious stone, in a plain at 
the foot of the mountain, at present covered with 
sand. Th^ approach to it is by an avenue of 
sphinxes (lion’s body and woman’s head), having' 
two statues in a standing position at the end 
nearest the Nile, all of calcarious stone. At the 
further end of the avenue is a pylone, with two 
fragments of ill-carved statues, at present thrown 
down'; they are all full length figures, and much 
dilapidated. On each side of the entrance within 
is a peristyle space, with four terms on either side ; 
these appear to form the hall of the temple, 
which being covered with sand cannot be en- 
tered. The masonry is here much ruined, and 
there is not one perfect figure to be found. We 
observed that the hieroglyphics on the back of 
the two statues nearest the temple were the same 
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as those on the frieze of the^V'urge temple at 
Ebsambal, with the different only of being 
written vertically instead of If montally. These 
hieroglyphics occar on either side of the* crux 
ansata, which occupies the centre of the frieze, 
on one side written from right to left, fand on. the 
other from left to right. The hieroglyphics on 
Cleopatra’s needles at Alexandria, are exactly 
the same about one-fourth down ; and we noticed 
the same characters on the two great obelisks at 
Luxor. 

Towards the close of the evening we' had 
another quarrel with Hassan, who drew his 
dagger on Mr. Belzoni, uttering savage impre- 
cations, and saying, that all who disbelieved in 
the prophet were dogs. We made a great efiort 
to get him out of the boat, but the reis and crew 
adhered together so much, that we could not 
succeed. In this country it is difficult to chastise 
an insult; for should a traveller so far forget 
himself as to use a weapon against a Nubian, he 
would be sure to be sacrificed, as the whole 
country would rise against him, and escape would 
be impossible*. A pistol went off twice by acci- 
dent in the boat during these unpleasant disputes, 
but fortunately did no harm ; and Captain Irby 

* This part of the country has, however, been since garrisoned 
and taken possession of by Mahommed Ali. 
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had his hand mu.*- cut in wresting a dagger from 
Hassan, who, whi^ej foaming with rage, was in 
the act of stabbing' ^ Mr. Belzoni. It is not a 
year *ago since a Russian was lAurdered a little 
above Derry; he was in company with another 
who escaped to Assuan ; they were unfoi-tunately 
unarmed. Our reis and one of the sailors quitted 
the boat in consequence of our last quarrel. 

Wednesday, August 6 . Started at dawn on our 
voyage ; about seven the reis returned ; he now 
wanted to land the statues and leave them behind; 
this we told him he should not do, and advised 
him to beware what tricks he played us, as we 
would bring, him to an account at Assuan, where, 
at least, there is some sort of government. Our 
young mameluke joined us this morning, having 
been robbed of his money and the reed-raft 
which he had purchased. About noon we in- 
spected the small temple at Offidena; which has 
been left in so unfinished a state, that it is difficult 
to make much out of it. All that is at present 
to be seen is a small peristyle hall, with fourteen 
]>illars ; but neither the columns, their capitals, 
or the sides of the hall are finished. The Greek 
Christians had made a chapel of this temple. 
There are, on the walls of a fragment of some 
‘detached building, three figures, evidently not 
Egyptian ; they are in intaglio, and are either 

u 



TRAVELS 1 1 [letter I. 

of ancient Greek or Roman . rkmanship ; they 
appear to be an Egyptian, .and a Grecian priest 
and priestess. In the tablet is a figure 

representing Isis, and Horus presenting h6r an 
offering. The pEople came and crowded round 
us here, asking for backsheeish ; as* they did it 
in a very impertinent manner, we did not give 
them any till we had explained to them that a 
more quiet mode of begging would have got 
them more money. We endeavoured here to pur- 
chase a statue, the same that we had attempted . 
to buy on going up; but after being detained 
about two hours, we were obliged to give it up. 
In the evening we visited the temple at Dekki ; 
the exterior and part of the interior of this 
temple have not been finished, but the basso- 
relievo in the interior, bears every mark of having 
been executed by a skilful artist; only one 
chamber, however, has been completed with 
stucco and pmnting. The whole building is on 
a small scale, but the plan is very neat; it is 
approached by a pylon, beyond which is a por- 
tico of two columns in front; within this are 
three small but distinct chambers; the centre 
one is narrow, with a smaller apartment on each 
side ; one of which has steps whereby to ascend 
to the top of the temple. The whole building 
is of a narrower width than the pylon, and a wall 
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from the exterio# of the latter surrounded it. 
The entrance of th^^pylon is covered with Greek 
inscriptions; amongS^^wliich, several commemorate 
the homage paid to the god Metcury, by Greek 
and Roman visitors, the latter under the reign of 
Tiberius Caspar. This temple, like some others 
in Nubia, has been subsequently used as a Greek 
chapel, as appears by their daubed paintings; 
other ruins, perhaps of a smaller town, are scat- 
tered about near the temple. 

; Thursday, August ?• Started at dawn, and 
soon visited the temple of Garbe Girshe; the 
natives here have a very bad character. Last 
year they myurdered a soldier of thio^pashaws, 
and not having been, punished for it, are now 
remarkably insolent. Seeing us all armed, 
and not being numerous themselves, they asked 
for the backsheeish in a quiet manner, and we 
gave them some. This temple is principally an 
excavation in the rock, but has been fronted by 
a built portico or peristyle hall; four terms on 
each side, and two pillars in front, in a muti- 
lated state, remain to it; but there have been 
many more of the latter ; and probably a flight 
of steps preceded by an avenue of sphinxes (a 
lion’s body with a woman’s head), as appears by 
fragments remaining, was an approach to it. 
The excavated chambers have a black and dismal 
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appearance, and the interior l^hnes have become 
the habitation of bats. The plan is not dissimilar „ 
to that of the great te apie at Ebsambal, but 
much smaller, and thj sculpture is unusually bad 

t 

and heavy. The first chamber is nineteen paces 
by eighteen, and supported by six* terms, three 
on each side of the centre, with alto-relievo figures 
of Osiris in an erect posture ; but instead of the 
arms being across the breast, with the scourge in 
one hand and hook in the other, as at Ebsambal, 
both the insignia are here in the right hand, which 
is uplifted, while the left hand hangs down; 
these latter are executed in a most heavy and 
unsightly manner. On either side of this chamber . 
are four niches, in each of which are four alto- 
relievo figures; the second chamber is smaller, 
supported by two pilasters, one on each side 
of the centre ; beyond this is the sanctuary which 
is small ; the altar remains In it, and four sitting 
statues at the further end ; there is a small 
chamber on each side of the sanctuary, and side 
apartments leading from the second chamber. 

Towards sun-set we inspected the temple of 
Garbe Dendour : this is a small edifice which has 
never been finished. It is built with a small 
portico of two columus in front, and two small 
chambers within it. The sanctuary at the bacic 
is an c;xcavation in the rock, before which the 
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temple is builti it is very small and unfinished. 
Before the building is a portal and a square space 
in, probably u tended as a quay to protect 
th^bdffice from the river neflr which it stands 
— Garbe Merie. We passed this place without 
stopping, Ih^re being nothing but a broken wall, 
with hieroglyphics, which has been part of a 
temple. • 

In the evening we landed at Kalapsche and 
went up to see the temple. Here we found 
air the natives assembled, and armed with their 
daggers to dispute the entrance; we asked the 
treason of their being assembled in such numbers, 
and what they wanted: they said they must be paid 
before we entered, the temple: we asked the 
speaker if he meant that he was to be paid him- 
self, or who it was that we were to give money 
to? they all cried out, that we must pay every 
one of them. Now as there were about sixty of 
them, and many others arriving, we thought this 
a bad speculation, and were, therefore, proceeding 
to explain to them that it was not any great 
object for us to see the temple a second time, 
since we had already inspected it; and that if they 
chose to let us enter, we would give them a 
reasonable present when we came out, otherwise 
that it was immaterial to us whether we saw it 
or ■not,.and that we would go without seeing it. 
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While we were settling this, our ^amssary picked 
a quarrel with the natives, ebnsing them all, 
calling them thieves, and saying, we would 'enter 
the temple by force: in consequent? tiheV all 
rushed on him with their drawn daggers, and 
had nearly wrenched his musket froih him, when 
we thought it high time to fly to his rescue, and 
after much struggling we succeeded in restoring 
him his arms. We were now glad to get to the 
boat, being well hooted as we went down; and 
on shoving otf, they pelted us with stones; we 
fired a musket over their heads, to shew them 
that we had ammunition though we did not choose 
to use it unless there was real occasion. Our 
Greek servant now told ns that while we were 
up, one villain had entered the boat with a drawn 
sword, and was proceeding to plunder, when per- 
ceiving it was time to be serious, a loaded gun 
was 'pointed at his head, with a threat to jiay him 
dead on the spot unless he desisted; this timely 
firmness caused him to quit the bark: — the 
crew all the while not interfering or saying a 
word. We commended the Greek for his pre- 
sence of mind, but had not so much reason to be 
satisfied with the janissary, whose unseasonable 
rashness alone prevented our seeing the temple; 
this was more provoking, as . further up the river 
such a fit of valour might occasionally haye been 
of use. 
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It is a g^eai inconvenience to a traveller in 
this country, that* bo^h servants and interpreters 
alvpvfiL think themselves wiser than their masters; 
andliiK8fe®rle when desired to ^y or do any thing, 
always act wcording to the dictates of their own 
judgment,* never letting their employer’s wishes 
have the least influence with them. When inter- 
preting they never tell you half what is said, and 
frequently when you explain something which 
you are anxious should be interpreted, they an- 
swer yes, yes, I know it; never thinking of telling 
the other party, but taking it for granted you 
■are speaking for their information, not for the pur- 
pose of their explaining your words to others. 
This evening we repassed the gates of Nubia. 
As the Nile was now high, and the river here 
much contracted by the approach of the moun- 
tains on both sides, the rocks jutting down perpen- 
dicularly into the water, our crew made a great 
merit of taking the boat through the rapids, with 
the hope of obtaining backsheeish; but, though 
noticing all that was going forward, we took 
care, by an assumed carelessness, to make them 
think that we were regardless of the whole pro- 
ceeding, and thus we escaped an additional tax. 

This evening the current drove us past the two 
small temples of TefFa. Mr. Belzoni, who has 
secjfi t^m, describes them as follows: — only one 
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of those ediHccs is finished ; it is dedicated to Isis, 
and is about twenty feet squaret; at present it is 
all dirty, being used as a cow-house (not^a^.bad 
application for a temple of Isis, to wh^jW'. " yow 
was peculiary sacred). The other, ^wh)cn is si- 
tuated near the former (both being oq the western 
bank of the river and near the water’s edge), has 
never been completed; its dimensions are similar 
to those of that first described. 

Just before dark we went to visit Hindaw; the 
ruins in this quarter are very extensive, but 
nothing can be distinctly made out as to the 
meaning of the bmldings, which, whatever they 
may have been intended for, have never been 
finished. Beginning from the southward, the 
first object is a great square, situated on a bed 
of rock surrounded by an unfinished wall, built of 
immense blocks of calcarious stone. On the north 
side, in the middle, there is a portal similar to 
those by which the Egyptian temples are gene- 
rally approached; the top of the door-way is or- 
namented with the winged globe, and a figure 
of Isis, in basso-relievo appears half finished on 
the side of it. It is not improbable that this 
wall (which encloses a space about half a mile 
each way) may have been intended to surround 
several temples; the space it occupies being too 
great to suppose that only one was intepdeo; to 
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be constructed there. Further north is an ex- 
tensive quarry, frdm which we may conclude 
the s|>^qe was drawn for the building of these 
edifiT .■ '^ithin this quarr)^ we perceived a 
door-wa;f'^cLyed in the Egyptian style; and on 
each side is*" ajconvexity, as if it had been intended 
to carve out pillars. There is also a niche, with 
a bust of Ronfhn execution, on each side, and 
forty-two very perfect Greek inscriptions, written 
in the time of the Romans, to commemorate the 
visits of various generals, and other persons of 
distinction who had come here to pay their vows. 
Mr.Bankes copied all these: to the northward of 
the quarry,* on an eminence, is a small unfinished 
portico, of two pillars on each side, and two in 
front; the capitals are highly executed: the former 
combine the lotus flower with the vine, date, and 
doura grmn; the latter have a quadruple head 
of Isis. 

Friday, August 8. At noon we inspected the 
temple at Daboude; it is situated about two 
hundred yards from the river side, and is alto- 
gether unfinished. The approach is by three 
portals, after which comes the temple, consisting 
of a portico, composed of four columns in fi’ont, 

, and a wall of intercolumniation reaching half 
way up the pillars. Within this there are two 
chiWbp's and a sanctuary ; the latter contains 
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two handsome monolithe cages of red granite, 
between six and seven feet high, and about four 
broad ; these are the only objects of jn^rest 
which the templ^ contains. Towa^Jf^ yiver 
side, on the banks, are the remaiiyT 6f a quay. 
This day the murderer quitted t|.e' bark, not 
daring to shew himself near Philae ; he did not 
appear ashamed of the crime which he had com- 
mitted. 

In the evening our cicw stopped at their 
village, and brought a scabby half-starved lamb 
as a present to us; we could not forbear from 
laughing, as it was really the most pitiful animal 
we had seen in the country and in truth it must 
have put them to no small trouble to find such a 
beast. We refused the present most stoutly, but 
it was all in vain ; they forced it into the boat. 
At three, arrived at Philae, called by Hamilton 
and Burkhardt, Giesiret El Berbe El Ghassir, or 
Giesiret Anas el Wodjoud, the first of these 
names means the Island of ruined Temples : not 
an inapt denomination. Philae is the eastern- 
most of a group of islands and rocks which 
compose the first cataract. It is about half a 
mile long, rather high, and being wholly covered, 
with magnificent ruins, has a grand and imposing 
appearance ; the lofty pylons are seen at a great 
distance, and produce a fine effect. Th^ is^nd 
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divides the Nile into two streams, and the river, 
finding so great id impediment in its course, 
rushe«'hy with considerable velocity. The prin- 
cipai"?®-'"'' V are approached b}-/an avenue formed 
on each R^ie “'by a gallery supported by columns, 
the capitals* Cf all which are different with respect 
to each other. There are thirty of these pillars 
on the left, and* on the right only sixteen, with 
colls (probably the habitation of the priests) 
within them; the greater part of these last- 
mentioned columns are finished, but there are 
some incomplete. These shew that the columns 
Were first constructed and erected in the rough, 
and that tdie sculpture was finished after the 
erection of the column. The rough outlines 
which we found traced, were very curious; and, 
neatly as all the capitals are sculptured, the 
finishing artist had but a rough and coarse pat- 
tern to point out to him the style of architecture 
he was to pursue. The difference of the two 
galleries, in number of columns, is occasioned by 
a small temple having been situated at each end of 
that on the right ; these temples are now entirely 
ruined. At the end of the avenue is a large 
pylon, formed by two moles ; the entrance in 
the centre has had two lions, and two small 
obelisks of red granite, ornamented with hiero- 
gly^ics before it. It is on the pedestal of one of 
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these latter that Mr. Bankes discovered the Greek, 
inscription; and it is on fhft door-way of this 
pylon, that the inscription announcing^jth^t this 
island was the ^rmination of the|i^r€f^ con- 
quests in Egypt, and consequently ff tf ar travels 
on the Nile, is written; a copy of it, verbatim, may 
possibly be amusing. 

"Republique Fran^oise, An. 6, Le 13 Mes- 
" sidor, Une Arm^e Franjoise command^ par 
" Bonaparte est decendd a Alexandrie, L’Arm^e 
** ayant mis vingt iours apres Ics Mamlouks cn " 
" iiiit aux Pyramids, Dessaix commandant la 
" premiere Division, les a poursuivis au dela 
“jusque au Cataracts, ou il est Arriy6 le 13 
" Ventose, 3 Mars. Les Generaux de Brigade.” 

" Here follow the names, 

" An. 7 de la Republique, de Jes. Cr. 1799.” 

It was in the portico, as you approach this 
temple, that we noticed the elephant as an 
hierogl]q)hic ; this is the only instance of our 
finding this symbol in the country. The above- 
mentioned portico leads through the left end of 
the great pylon, after which there is a handsome 
court or hall, and then you enter the temple. 

We here first noticed a singular imperfection 
or peculiarity in the sculpture of the large figpire, 
of Isis in the great pylon — she has two Irft hands ; ^ 
we have since observed the same singu^ari^ in/ 
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Other places ; the French work has copied some 
of them. In all«parts of the island^ on the sides 
o’f^he temples, are Greek inscriptions, comme- 
mo^ting Uhe worship of ^reek and Roman 
geneiidV^ lo have come to pay their vows to Isis 
and Serapi!j. Philae is said to have been the spot 
where Isis was appeased of her wrath for the 
..violence offered by Typhon to her husband ; and 
hence we find so many temples dedicated to her 
in so small a compass, there being no less than 
four. 

Before I quit Nubia, a tew observations on the 
country and its inhabitants may not be unac- 
ceptable. . At present only two English travellers 
have been in this country. Mr. Hamilton, 
Colonel Leake, and Captain Hayes visited 
Debode, but were prevented from advancing 
further by the united efforts of the cashiefs and 
the mameluke bey, Elfi. Mr. Hamilton’s book con- 
tains the result of these gentlemens’ mission into 
Upper Egypt. The French had penetrated only 
as far as Phil®, where they left the inscription be- 
fore mentioned. Several years elapsed before any 
European travellers entered Nubia, when Burk- 
hardt led the way, which was followed by Mr. 
Legh and Mr. Bankes : — the former has published. 
Immediately after passing the first cataract, the 
tiWeller observes the Mockatem and Lybian chain 
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of mountains to close much on the Nile.: this re- 
mark is applicable, with few exceptions, throughout 
Nubia, at least as far as we went ; there is couoe- 
qucntly only a narrow strip of cultivated lau l on 
either bank of the rwer. The ancients, t^reserve 
the soil and prevent the rapid coursefdf the river 
from washing away the land, constructed im- 
mense walls, or, more properly speaking, piers, 
built of huge masses of stone piled one on the 
other, and reaching into the river from the foot of 
the mountain, or rather the limit of the Nile’s 
rising, to the point of the water’s lowest ebb. 
These piers are invariably built at right angles 
with the stream, and are generally abojnt fifteen 
feet wide. As they are very numerous, and as 
the labour and expense of their construction must 
have been prodigious, some idea may thence be 
formed of the importance that was attached to 
them. From the number of temples, and from 
the fine plains of loamy soil, now generally 
covered with a surface of sand, a foot thick, 
which makes them look like the rest of the desert, 
there is every reason to suppose that this country 
was once both populous and flourishing ; at the 
time of the height of Egyptian power it was 
considered as an integral part of the state ; this 
is evident from the figures and devices in the 
temples having every resemblance to those (of 
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Egypt. Of the land, of Nubia which might be 
cultivated, t- do npi; suppose one fourth is ^hade 
U6cM)f this indifference in agricultural pursuits 
proceeds from the despotic system of the govern- 
ment, where the governing authorities think of 
nothing bi\t piaking the most of their situations 
whilst they nold them ; consequently their sole 
aim is to get jnoney, no matter how it is pro- 
cured. A licentious soldiery are ever ready to 
contribute to the oppression of the inhabitants, 
more especially when the fund from whence they 
derive their own pay and emoluments are drawn 
from this source; this observation applies to 
Egypt as well as to Nubia, only that it is more 
easily perceived in the latter country. l%e con- 
sequence is, that the date palm, the fruit of which 
ripens without any human aid, and which pays no 
duty, is here more encouraged than any other 
production; and dates may safely be called the 
staple of the country. The doura, which is the 
holcus arundinaceus of Linnaeus, is the only graun 
to be met with; it makes very good bread, 
but they grow barely sufficient for their own 
subsistence ; indeed, it is so prized, that they 
frequently preferred it to money in payment for 
the articles we purchased. The miri or land-tax 
is paid at the rate of ten dollars per sackey, 
consequently every sackey which the Nubians 






build becomes an additional in(^ucement to the 
Turks to come into their country; and it is only 
the scantiness of the produce which keeps'^tbe 
pashaw from quartering his troops on them'^ this 
the crafty natives are well aware of, and take 
care to put no temptation in the | way. The 
present mode of collecting the miri in Nubia, is 
by sending thither annually about two hundred 
Turkish soldiers in boats, and the money they 
get hardly defrays the expenses of the expedition. 
The duty is not paid in cash, but in doura, 
which they purchase back from the Turks ; but 
they generally contrive that the soldiers do not 
return very full-handed. The Turks usually 
make Derry their head-quarters, and remain 
about six weeks in the country, during which 
time the cashiefs retire into the mountains, and 


the natives conceal their arms, which are always 
taken from them whenever they are found. I 
shall here observe, that in several parts of Nubia 
we noticed the sites of ancient towns, indicated, 


as in Egypt, by mounds of rubbish. 

I shall now add a few remarks on the natives. 


as we resided longer in the country, and had more 
dealings with them than any other Europeans have 
ever had. The Nubians are a very distinct race 
of people from the Arabs ; their dress is com- 
monly a loose white shirt and a turban*; some- j 
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times they are uncovered, except a cloth round 
the waist. They aTe very superstitious, most of 
them wearing charms to ki'‘»;p off “ the evil eye,” 
or some other apprehended ill^s. These charms 
consist of some words written on a scrap of paper, 
and sowed • up in leather ; they are worn mostly 
on the right arm over the elbow, and sometimes 
round the neck.*’ All the cashiefs we saw had 


them, and one Nubian dandy had nine of 
these appendages. These poople think them- 
• selves very cunning in schemes to deceive stran- 
gers. Few of them smoke ; instead of which they 
use salt and tobacco mixed, enveloped in wool, 
and kept between the under lip and gum ; the 
boys commence this practice when quite youngs 
They are all rogues, but being bred up in such 
principles, do not think there is any harm in 
being so; the opprobrious terms, harame, cadab, 
(thief — liar) are not considered abusive with them, 
as they have no notion of honesty, and cannot pos- 
sibly keep from pilfering any thing within their 
reach; we detected our sailors at this work almost 
daily, but they always made a joke of it. The 
several districts differ much in regard to dress, and 
particularly in the manner of wearing the hair, 
some have it curled, " Ji la Brutus,” other.s plaited 
and hanging down with great uniformity, in ring- 
ij^ts, to the shoulders, where it is cut off square at 
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the bottom, and looks exactly Ijike a mop. The 
latter grease their locks plefttifully with oil; the 
former have generally, a skewer sticking in ?fleir 
hair in readiness ^o disturb any animalcule which 
may bite too hard. There is great difference in the 
features and make of the several I^ubian tribes : 
the natives of Elpha are tall and good looking ; 
the people of Derry are hideous and deformed-; 
the tribe at Arm'-.da ure small, but handsome, 
and well made ; tirr. -‘.re frugal in their mode of 
living, subsisting principally on dour a, made into 
fiat cakes, and baked on a stone, which is heated, 
and some sour milk and dates. It is usual to see a 
courier, or man, going on a few day’s journey 
with no other provision than a small bag of dates; 
they eat the offal of all the beasts they kill, not 
rejecting any part; and when we were at the 
village to which the crew belonged, the women 
came down eagerly to dispute for some fowls, 
which having died, were thrown on shore. They 
are great boasters, but do not appear to have any 
firmness ; and they have a great aversion to fire- 
arms. They evince much outward show of 
reli^on, praying four or five times a day; and to 
shew their piety, they leave the sand on their fore- 
heads, which sticks there while they are perform- 
ing their devotions. They are respectful to their 
cashiefs, to whom are referred all their quarrel' 
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and disputes. Th^ are invariably armed,' and 
appear very proud of their "''capons ; they mostly 
carry a dagger on the left arm, a long pike and a 
sword slung across the back. The boys, when young , 
have weapons provided them ; this they imagine 
shews their independence, and they acknowledge 
no government. ^ They are exceedingly passionate 
with each other, but are -.on reconciled, even 
after the most inveterate ..r they adhere to. 
gether, and no bribes can separate them; we 
never .saw an instance in which we had any of 
|hem on our side, or when any thing was revealed 
to us. Ear-rings are common amongst the men ; 
they usually have but one, and it is immaterial in 
which ear it is worn. ‘They eat the locusts grilled? 
and affirm that they are good. They are consi- 
derably darker than the Arabs. The only manu- 
facture they have has been pointed out to them 
by necessity, and consists of neat close-grained 
platters, made of the date-tree, to contain their 
milk and food. No earthenware is made in the 


country ; their water-jars are brought from 
Egypt. 

The women do not cover^ their faces so scrupu- 
lously as the Arabs; they are not ill-looking, are 
generally well made, and have good figures. They 
wear .a brown garment reaching down to the an- 
\les ; it ijf thrown over the right shoulder, comes 
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closo und 'v the left arm, the shoulder of which is 
bare, and has not an ungrace^l appearance ; they 
iire very partial to rings and bracelets; the former 
are frequently worn at the nose, the latter are* made 
f one piece of brown glass, which not yielding, and 
being forced on as small as possiblo;, often causes 
much pain ; they always go bare-footed. Young 
girls have <). '.overing round their loins made of 
strips of leather, *i;-i<ghig down and ornamented 
with cowry-shells a.i-i beads. The hair of the 
women is plaited somewhat like the men’s, and 
greased with oil. The Barabras, from their frugal 
mode of life, arc subject to few diseases ; they arc 
all marked with one, and sometimes ’two scars on 
the spine of the back, wherd they have been burnt 
for the cure of an endemial disease, which attacks 
them when young; this mode of treatment, by 
drawing all the humours to one spot, keeps the 
discharge open till the patient is recovering, and 
experience has doubless shewn it to be often suc- 
cessful. A boy, while we were at Ebsambal, was 
in a state of cure, and accidentally injured the 
part which caused it to bleed ; the father imme- 
diately applied a remedy, by throwing some sand, 
of which article there is no scarcity in the country, 
on the wound ; this soon appeased the boy’s crie» 
and pain. ^ 

Tuesday, August 1^. After about lour hour’n 
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disputing and bargaining with the cre\ , we per- 
suaded them to tfta us down the cata ict in* the 
boat, on the condition of our paying fifty piastres, 
but they would not start unless we paid them 
every para of the money before* hand. We tried 
to induce tliem to take half of the cash at first|| 
awl^he othe^ half on our arrival ; but no, they 
vnust have it all.* It would have been the same 
to us whether we paid thern before or after, but 
knowing their character. • were afraid that 
when they once got the money, they would turn 
our things out of the boat, and take themselves 
3«(F, especially as there was a great crowd assembled 
who would, have aided them in any of their 
pranks. We could not help laughing when we 
found that however unfavourable an opinion we 
had formed of them, they were equally suspicious 
of us. Having at length supplied them with that 
sovereign balm, " tlie fleece,” they prepared to 
depart. A pilot and eight additional hands came 
on board to conduct us down; just before putting 
off, Hassan sneaked off and disappeared, dread- 
ing the report we should make of him to the Aga. 
Wc were about two hours on our passage, which 
was amongst all the windings and turnings of the 
^innumerable islands which form the rapids, for 
cataract there was none. The scenery was wild, 
^barren, and romantic. Sometimes the bark was 
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carried away pretty sharply by the stream, and , 
occasionally, when she was rougKly handled in the 
vortex of the current, our sailors cried out, tyep, 
ty®P> (good, good,) and asked us whether rthey 
were not bold fellows for undertaking what they 
had done ; at times they made such a violent noise, 
all speaking and bawling at once, that a person 
not used to Nubian manners would have thought 
they were all going to the bottom. The boat 
only struck once, hvi it gave her a prodigious 
shock, and made us fully sensible of the hardness 
of granite rocks ; the sailors immediately began 
to sound the well, expecting she was bilged, but 
she did not make much water, an4 we soon 
got off. At the commencement, while near 
Philse, we observed oyster-shells incrusted. in the 
granite rocks, bordering on the river; some of 
them were very perfect and large. We reached 
Assuan (the ancient Syene) in the evening ; Mr. 
Ruppcll, a German traveller who was at Thebes 
with us, discovered on one of the uninhabited 
barren islands, which compose the fall, a fine 
tablet of red granite, with a perfect Greek in- 
scription on it, highly interesting. As we have 
been on terms of intimacy with him, he haa g^ven 
us a copy, which I enclose tu you. The stone 
Mr. R. takes with him to Frankfort, to be pre- 
sented to the museum of that town. 
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On our arriva^ at Assuan, we proceeded to 
vi«it the ancient granite quarries in the neigh- 
bourhood : our principal object was, to examine 
the column which is there, and which has an in- 
scription in Latin, not devoid of interest. Our 
guide lost fii^ way at first, and took us to another 
palt of the quarry where we found an immense 
granite basin, seventeen feet long, by seven wide, 
and three deep. It is hev n out in the rough, 
and is narrower at the bott'-m than the top ; we 
were 4t a loss to imagine for what purpose such 
.an immense basin could be intended, unless it 
was for a bath. The whole of this quarry was 
highly interesting ; here we had an opportunity 
of noticing the nuOmer in which the ancients 
used to cut the prodigious masses which one 
meets with throughout Egypt. It appears, that 
when they wanted to detach a mass, they cut 
niches in a right line throughout the piece they 
intended removing : these niches were about two 
feet apart, five or six inches long, and about three 
deep, by two and a half broad. As soon as they 
were finished, the block was separated by some 
violent blow or concussion. We met in all di- 


rections specimens of the progress of their work ; 

■ some masses were hut half detached, others wholly 
separated ; here we saw an obelisk in the rough. 


y^nd the*ie a column, the whole was an interesting 
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scene. The ancient load, regjj^larly paved with 
granite, is still plainly to be seen, though the sand 
covers a great part ; in the vacancies between the 
hills are causeways, some of considerable length, 
to connect the elevated parts one with the other, 
and thus keep a communication open with the 
several quarries, all these roads leading to /•two, 
principal ones which conduct to Assuan. We 
now searched for the column with the inscription, 
and at last found it. The pillar is small, not 
being more than ten feet in length, by about three 
feet diameter ; the inscription is tolerably perfect; , 
an Arab, acquainted with Mr. Belzoni, told him of 
it, and it was seen for the first time by a traveller 
last year. As Mr. B. had copied the writing, we 
did not think it worth while to copy it. Its pur- 
port is as follows : — To Jupiter Ammon, Kneephis 
“ Bona (the Good Spirit), and to Juno the Queen, 
" under whose protection is this mountain, in 
“ which were discovered nine quarries near Phils, 
“ during the happy age of the Roman Empire, 

" under the most pious Emperors Severus and 

" Caracala, and and Julia Domna hb 

" august mother ; and a vast number of statues, 

“ and large columns, were taken out of these 
“ quarries by Aquila, prefect of Egypt. “ Cura ’ 
‘‘ Magens Opera,” which Mr. Salt interprets, un- 
dcr Ills directions. Aurelius HclogabliUi-'^ or-/ 
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dered this stoiw to be eiocted in the calends 
“spf March.’* vacant space before Julia 

Domna the mother, is where the name of ** Geta,” 
the o%her brother, was erased; Caracala having 
murdered him, ordered his name to be blotted 
out of ever)r inscription where it was inserted. 
Mi'.vSalt tells us, that there is one instance of this 
at Rome, and helias met another on an inscription, 
discovered at the late excavation of the sphinx. I 
should like to have sent the original Latin to you, 
but as it was not to be got, I must be content 
with what I have. You will observe the inscription 
says, that the Romans discowred the nine quar- 
ries, not that they made them. One must 
therefore infer that* they were first worked by 
the Egyptians; and as they were so numerous, 
and of such magnitude, they must have been of 
great consequence, and doubtless are of the most 
remote antiquity. I confess I was much per- 
plexed to think how the Egyptians could have 
cut, hollowed out, and polished, such immense 
blocks of the hardest stone without the use of 
iron, a metal which they are said to have been 
wholly ignorant of ; the niches, therefore, which 
I mentioned above, if not with iron, must have 
been cut with brass. We examined the construc- 
tion of numerous mummy cases, and boxes con- 
taining |%hc sacred emblems of the Egyptians; 
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they were invariably fastened wth wooden pegs, 
no nail of any description b*eing visible. Soine 
of the ewses W'ere of beautiful workmanship. 
Mr. Ru^^li has two legs of n chair elegantly 
, worked in the similitude of a lion’s feet and 
paws; these specimens of cabinet-making bespeak^ 
great taste and judgment, and it is difficuliT'lo 
conceive that they were made with brass. The 
negroes in the South Sea, at this day, certainly 
cut hard woods shaped as clubs, and ornament 
them in the most exquisite style; but I doubt 
much if they could make cases and boxes with 
their flints also. 

I cannot quit Syene without noticiilg that it is 
the place where Juvenal wes banished by the 
Emperor Domitian; being sent there with the 
title of " Governour of the Frontier of Egypt:” 
he returned at eighty years of age. Assuan has 
nothing to interest the traveller; an immense 
heap of rubbish lies behind the town, which is 
a dirty, ill-built place. 

Wednesday, August 13. This morning the 
Aga came to pay us a visit: he was asleep all 
yesterday, for as the ramadan prevents them 
from eating and drinking during the day, the 
great people invert the order of things by sleep- 
ing during that time, and sitting up and feasting 
ail night. We complained to him of tlk, treat- 
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we had expC;.'ienced from our c»’ew; he told 
they were ^ nr>rorious, set of rascals; that 
no J^ne would employ their boat, their character 
being «o bad, that people were afraid to trust 
tlieir goods in their hands. Our friends had not 
waited to b'e catechised for their conduct, but 
took themselves off the day before, after haring 
made great efforts to persuade us to give them 
some more backsheeish. We visited Elephantina 
so glowingly described byDenon. It certainly had 
.a pleasing, flourishing appearance, the north end 
^ being richly covered with fine crops of doura: 
are a few palm-trees. The south end of 
t]f.‘ i.tland is high, and here are situated the 
ruins of the ancient, town, together with the 
temples, onb- one of which, dedicated to the 
seri>ent Kueephis, is in any degree perfect; it is 
small, vvith an anti-chamber and sanctuary. There 
are the remains of several others, so mutilated, 
tiiat nothing can be made out. A high quay 
leads directly down into the Nile at the S. E. end. 
At eleven o’clock we started on our return, having 
hired a boat to take us to Thebes for one hundred 
and tv .‘nty piastres. 

Thursday, August 14. Inspected Koum Ombo, 
the ancient Ombos. Here are the remains of 
two temples situated on a promontory of the 
Nile's eastern shore; the large one, dedicated to 
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the crocodile (as appears by the principal 
ings being presented to a dfci/y having the Jbjb^dy 
of that animal) is situated at a short distq^ce 
from the river, vrhich it fronts. The smaller one, 
to Isis, is close to the river side, and not far 
distant from the other, to the S. W. of which 
there is a building which appears to* bCspart of an 
unfinished pylon, and which is Close to the river 
side. There is a whimsical irregularity in this 
latter edifice which should not be passed unno- 
ticed; the base is built of small blocks of stone,-, 
which gradually increase in size till you com^„ 
to the top, where are the largest masses 
all. The large temple consists of -a portico of 
five columns in front, in , three rows, though 
one at each of the outer angles is fallen. The 
cornice, only two parts of which are perfect, is 
ornamented with four winged globes. The frieze 
consists of a double border of hieroglyphics, 
rather large. The columns arc of great dimen- 
sions, and have various capitals surmounted by a 
plinth. There are two entrances, one on each 
side of the centre pillars, occasioned by tlic 
unusual circumstance of an odd number of 
columns in front; these conduct to another 
ruined apartment, originally supported by ter; 
pillars in two rows of five each; beyond these 
are three other apartments; the comiqiinication 
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tiBjn the one to the other is by two In^dpors, 
'«S5<f on either siob/ instead of a centre one 
whil^h most Egyptian temples have. The cornice 
of the* entrance, on the left, from the second to 
the third apartment, has an inscription in Greek, 
which mentions that it was written by direction of 
Ptolemy arid Cleopatra, and that the temple was 
dedicated to Apbllo, &c. The decorations of 
this edifice,' in basso-relievo, are highly finished, 
and in a good style; amongst the figures here, we 
noticed the lion with the hawk’s head, similar to 
^-fhe statues we found at EbsamJ^al, a union we 
/hhd not before noticed. The small temple of 
Isis points to the south; it consists of a small por- 
tico of four columns) surmounted by the usual 
quadruple head of the deity, with the passage in 
the centre, and beyond the portico are two cham- 
bers and a sanctuary ; but all the western side of 
the temple has fallen over into the river, and with 
it the chief part of the fiooring of the chambers, 
together With a large plain altar of black basalt, 
which has evidently come from the sanctuary. 
The want of hieroglyphical inscriptions on this 
altar is probably the only cause why travellers 
have not removed it. The ornamental parts of 
•this temple are in no way inferior to those of the 
larger edifice; we did not, however, notice any re- 
prcscntiyiions that wo had not before seen. Tlie 
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coimtry the neighboarhooj^l of Koum 
presente to the north and 'e^t nothing 
prospwtV^f a barren, sandy desert; there /is a 
small {KKHlon of land to the S. E. cultivated. 
Opposite to the temple, in the middle of the 
Nile, is the large island of Mansouria, which is 
highly cultivated, and a smaller isi;^d to the 
south, the soil of which is also good. Exclusive 
of the temples, the promontory of Koum OmbvT 
has several Saracenic ruins of both baked an^ sun- 
burnt brick ; and the ruins of the ancient town ' 
are discernible ^by the rubbish of the former.^, 
material. The view, as above described, is, on 
account of the elevation of the position, an exten- 
sive one. 

Djibel Selsilis. The meaning of this term 
implies " mountains of the chain.” The name 
has been given from a tradition that a chain was 
here drawn across the river> to prevent the ir- 
ruption by water of any hostile parties from 
above. The principal objects of interest, are 
several small temples hollowed out of the rock, 
which is of calcarious stone. The northernmost 
consists of a portico and sanctuary, with three 
recesses in the latter, containing statues in alto- 
relievo ; the walls have been stuccoed and painted,' 
but at present all is so much disfigured that 
little or nothing can be distinctly m^e out. 
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the soutliward are two more smallf^^^les, 
, consisting of one single nicho or ^ hollow 
in ^he rock ; both their fronts have two hand- 
some .columns, together with a cornice and 
frieze, executed with considerable taste; the 
colouring having the remains of great richness. 
Numerous other niches with statues, &c. are 
interspe^d neap this spot. The quarries here 
e^fenaive, and one large detached mass 
■^r^stone, of considerable height, would seem to 
I’be the spot where the chain which secured the 
river Was fastened. On the opposite side the 
quarries are also numerous ; the vicinity of the 
Nile to thi& place, so favourable for embarking 
and transporting the stone, was no doubt the 
principal inducement to the Egyptians to esta- 
blish so extensive a quarry here. 

Friday, August 15. Reached Edfoo, the 
ancient ** Appolinoplis Magna.” It is situated in a 
fertile plain, at a.short distance from the western 
bank of the Nile. The antiquities consist of a 
large temple, the plan of which appears to be the 
most magnificent of any in Egypt; though in 
point of perfection it must yield to Tentyra and 
some few others. It consists of a prodigious 
high pylon, the exterior wall of which is sculp- 
tured with a large figure on each side, sacrificing 
a number, of human victims ; and above these are 
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two ro^^^ figW^ presenting offerings to Osirip 
and Isis. inside of the pykn is decoratedj^th 
similar obktio}ts ; the cornice is imperfect as as 
the torus, or astragal moulding, which at present 
forms the summit of the pylon. Within is a 
large and magnificent peristyle courts forming an 
oblong square, with a covered gallerj^ supported 
by columns on each side ; beyond t|tis is the 
portico of tha temple, presenting a/Croik^'.six 
pillars, which continue for three rows, mal^ilig 
eighteen in all ; those in front have had a wall efi 
intercolumniation reaching up half their height. 
We thought these pillars appeared to be of very 
large dimensions, but on measuring them found the 
upper part of the shaft to be six feet four inches 
in diameter, while those at Carnack are eleven 
feet six inches at the base of the column. This 
portico is filled with rubbish upwards of two- 
thirds of the way up to the roof. The frieze 
in front of the portico is ornamented with a 
row of standing figures of monkeys, in basso-re- 
lievo, and the architraves within have rows of 
figures of Isis sitting on a chair. The chambers of 
the temple are inaccessible, the rubbish which fills 
the portico blocking up the door. The whole of 
the large peristyle court, and the top of the^ 
portico, and other parts of the temple, are 
covered with the mud-built huts of thqi modern 
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?qwn of Edfoo. The temple is sunoupded by a 
thi^wall, about eight feet in diarbeter, wKich 
is (bntinued in a line from the outer part of 
the gallery of the peristyle, leaving, a passage 
between the s^es of the temple and the wall. 
The exterior of the edifice^ and both sides of the 
wall, are wnbmented with offerings and hiero- 
glyphicsj£we rwnarked nothing novel in the 
sym^elfc -presentations of this temple, excep- 
*llllg\the horse, an animal we had not before 
ieen in this character. The ruins of the ancient 
Appolihopolis Magna are high, but not extensive. 
The paltry modern town of Edfoo presents a 
striking contrast to the magnificence of the 
ancient buildings; from the top of the lofty 
pylon, the huts at its foot, and the peristyle court, 
are scarcely discernible as human dwellings. You 
here enjoy a fine view of an extensive fertile 
plain and the river. There is a smaller temple to 
the S. W. of the great one, which is nearly buried. 
Before I quit Edfoo, I must mention a most 
interesting discovery that was made a few weeks 
ago ; a Frenchman, named Cailliaud, who under* 
stands mineralogy, has lately been employed by 
the pashaw to examine the Mockatem and Lybian 
^hain in search of coal mines. His last trip was 
to inspect the ancient emerald- mines, which are 
south of Cossur, at five hours’ journey from the 
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R^(l Sea; on lus tvay from the point opposite 
o Bdfdo> wl^ere he quitted the Nile, he cross^ a 
road at two d * journey from that place, wllich. 
appears to be the ancient Egyptian road from 
Koptos to Berenice. He also found there the 
ruins of a temple ; the road is paved v ith granite, 
and in some places is cut or hollowed out of that 
material. Interesting tablets, with hit oglyphic 
characters and inscriptions, are met ^th,-’„ ''c as 
he was on his journey, he had no time to ex««aiiic 
this mteresting spot. We have seen some of that 
specimens from the emerald mine which 'Mr. C. 
has brought with him. Our friend Ruppell, who is 
a good mineralogist, and who has made a valuable 
collection, tells us that these specimens are com- 
posed of black mica ; it is of a softish, scaly sub- 
sluiicc, and may easily be separated into laminae. 
The emeralds which we saw were very small, and 
ran in narrow strata through the other substance. 

This evening, August 1.5, we stopped at El 
Cab, the ancient Electhias. These ruins arc 
situated on the eastern bank of the Nije, not far 
from the river. The city has been inclosed by a 
wall of sun-burnt brick, thirty-seven feet thick ; 
the place inclosed may be a mile square. Within 
the great wall is another inclosure surrounding 
the ruins of a small temple, and other buildings 
much dilapidated and consequently uninteresting. 
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the back of the ruins, in the sade of the 
IVWkatem, are several sepulchral grottos, tviro ot 
wluch are well worthy of no. e; the one is 
remavkable for a highly finished tablet of hiero- 
glyphics, in intaglio; the other is a very inte- 
resting chsftnber ; and as some of the groups have 
the meri^of* great originality, and at the same 
time a^jexecuted with good taste, we have given 
jaWHfa minute description of the leading parts. 
CJh'the left, as you enter, the first object of 
interest, is a man writing on a tablet, which he 
holds on his left arm ; fronting him are various 
men driving asses, cattle, pigs, goats, &c. near 
to these are* several hillocks of corn, and people 
in the act of reaping and sheafing, with glean- 
ers, &c. following behind them. After this are 
three distinct rows of agricultural proceed’ 
ings; the upper one begins with two men beari)ig 
on their shoulders, by means' of a long pole, 
as brewers carry a cask, a sort of net basket 
, filled with wheat in the ear ; 


shaped thus 

next to them are two other men, one bringing 
on his shoulder an empty basket, while his 
companion carries the pole ; next is a man in an 
inclosed space, treading the com with six head 
of cattle, their mode of thrashing. Behind these 
are four people winnowing the grain, by holding 
it up over their heads, and pouring it down for 
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it; near the last>men|9^_ 
' i'^ned set^ on the«top ofahighhilWk 

of grain, ^ iRg down an account of the quln> 

titjr; afterw^B^^re four men piling it. •This 
group now terminates by two men depositing the 
corn in a square inclpsure, which was doubtless the 
granary. The next group is a plotfghmg scene ; 
there are two ploughs, each drawn by H'o oxen ; 
a man walks ojqicwte the animals; sowi|^ f ^ 

they advance ; this he takes from a basket* Sus- 
pended from the yoke across the horns of the- 
beasts. Behind him is a person driving a' wheel 
harrow ; the ploughs are preceded by four men, 
using a sort of pick-axe in the shape of the Greek 
letter alpha ; this was probably to break the clocb 
of earth ; further on are four men working another 
plough. Below this scene is a pair of scales ; at one 
end is a man writing an account, while another is 
weighing some small articles shaped thus 
and which we think may be the shape of their 
loaves, as bread is made sometimes in that form at 
this day in Egypt ; four of these are in one scale, 
and many others on the shelves at the side of the 
wall ; the weight in the other scale, is in the form 
of a cow couchant. Next to this are persons car- 
rying the weighed articles into a boat, by means, 
of a ghng-board, and near to this boat are three 
othervS already laden, with men poling them. The 
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jiiRrgo 1$ placed in a square magazine,' built in the 
centre of the boat/ not unlike the -cabin of tuo 
Tbjaniesis ; below is a- boat unG.r sjut; the sail 
is square, with a yard at the head and foot ; it is 
trimmed by means of a wheel, which is attached 
to the foot^yard, acting the part of a roller, and 
workin^/3n a pivot on the top of the square 
m^a^4,or cabin, which is^ near half the height 
masl. There is a door and window to the 
cal^, and seven men are rowing on each side : 
thb helmshman steers with an oar. The next 
group represents fishermen drawing their net, with 
two men carrying the fish away in baskets.; and 
another splitting them and hanging them up. to 
dry. Beneath this is another party catching geese 
with a net; after which are others employed 
plucking and trussing them, while one man is 
putting them in jars. Above are men plucking 
grapes, while two others are carrying them away 
in baskets; six others are pressing them, and 
others filling jars with the wine. Among nume- 
rous other groups of figures, we noticed a female, 
standing, and playing a harp with ten strings ; 
the instrument is rudely shaped, and badly 
finished. Another plays on a wind-instrument 
not unlike a clarionet, with this difference, that 
the end is not shaped like a trumpet’s mouth, but 
plain. As we had met most of the oilier groups 
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in this in. ^her places, and have noticed- 

them in letters, we tontented ourselvea 

with this shi^ account. We now visited a sn>all 
temple sitimted in^ the plain, at a short distance 
to the N.W. serpent Kneephis is said, by 

the French, haVe been worshipped in this 
tcniplo, though' we could not observe aJiK allusion 
to a serpent niere 'than what is seenJi^vory 
other temple ; it consists of a single chambSrqy^ 
rounded by a gallery of square pillars. 

Saturday, August 1 6* Reached Esneh, situatScT 
on the scite of the ancient Latopolis. In the centre 
of the town, near the market-place, is a magni> 
ficent Egyptian temple, the whole of which is 
however completely buried, «and modem houses 
built over it, except the portico or anti-chamber ; 
this is supported by twenty-four columns, in four 
rows of six each ; the outer row in front having a 
semi-wall of intercolumniation like that at Tentyra. 
The sculpture, in basso-relievo, of this tenqile is 
executed in an indifferent style ; the^ signs of 
the zodiac are represented on both ends of the 
cieling, but they are much inferior to those of 
Tentyra. The cliief beauty of this portico consists 
in the elegant proportions of the shafts of the 
columns. The capitals, all of which are different, 
are well executed ; they combine the representa- 
tions of the fruit and leaves of the date, vihe^ 
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Jottts, &p. &c. Three miles north of Esneh there 
is a small temple ill ruins, supposed^to be situ- 
ated on the scite of the ancient Aphroditopolis, 
and dh the opposite side of the river there is 
another on the scite of Contra Latopolis. We 
visited neither of these two, as they were both 
reported ^nworthy the trouble, and time was 
grqwin^ ^irecioust We had stopped at Erment, tlie 
Hdrmontis, on our passage up the Nile 
in May, but as I did not describe any thing above 
iUebes in my letter from Philse, I bring it in here 
in its place. From the state of the ruins it 
\&ould appear that the city was extensive and 
compact : riie ruins of four temples are visible, 
but only one at present possesses remains in any 
state fit to indicate what they have once been ; 
this has but seven columns standing, each of 
which has a capital of different architectui c from 
the other, the whole being composed of repre- 
sentations of the palm-leaf in various forms. 
There are two sanctuaries in the temple, both 
ornamented with various symbolic representations, 
in basso-relievo, stuccoed and painted. As we 
here noticed some groups which we had not 
hitherto observed in any other temple, we have 
•selected some of the most singular as specimens. 
In the larger sanctuary are sixteen hippopotami, in 
^two processions, walking upright ; a hippopotamu*- 
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pr^entiiig «a offering to Horus^ who is isitting on 
the lotus l^ffwer ; various erbeodiles, with hawks' 
]ieads> i^uarc cases, either altars or sarcophagi. 
Two rows of three monkeys, and two Of four 
cots ; a human figure, with the Ibis’s head, pre- 
setiting offerings to a cat ; a man bearing a globe 
on his shoulders; an oblong-square Vase orna- 
mented with fiowers all over ; on the Uf^PQ^ars 
twelve human heads, in four groups or three^^gk* 
and below it are their feet with sandals ;*niese^ 
last arc probably men carrying a sarcophagi^. 
A small human figure (Horus), with a hawk’s 
head, riding between the horns of a cow (liiJ), 
and facing Horus, who in this instance is also 
sitting on the lotus ilower/ In the inner sanc- 
tuary are two coavs, with a child sucking each, 
the animals with their heads turned round and 
looking at the infants — probably Isis and her son 
Horus. On the cieling are two rams (Aries) with 
wings — a taurus and a scorpio ; twelve figures 
in three rows of four each, with a circular head 
ornament, and a star in the centre, probably have 
some allusion to the signs of the zodiac. All the 
ornaments of these two sanctuaries are highly 
finished. Near the temple, on the east side, are the 
ruins of an ancient basin, in the centre of whichf 
Denou mentions, on the authority of Aristides, 
there wa.s a Nilometer, but the column on whicji 
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it jr«9<^Cadttated, is not visible now ; tlut remains 
of a fligh^f steps bre still discerniUe from the 
basin up to the temple. 

Sunday, August 1 7. Early this morning arrived 
at Luxor, part of the ancient Thebes, and took 
up our quarters in one of the temples; having 
settled evit^y* thing and established our house, 
&c.. w<v *^evote(f the day to a careful re-ex- 
ami^ation bf both Luxor and Carnack. At the 
fornier place we carefully inspected the war 
scenery on the exterior of the great pylon, but 
did not discover any thing novel to cause fiirther 
observations. We also took particular notice of 
the magnificent obelisks, and clearly made out 
that from eight to ten of the upper hieroglyphics, 
with the exception of their being vertically instead 
of horizontally written, were the same as the first 
characters of the frieze at Ebsambal, and the 
same also as the upper hieroglyphics in what are 
termed Cleopatra’s Needles at Alexandria. We 
now went to Carnack and walked leisurely over 
all the ruins, inspecting all the pmntings, sculp- 
ture, &c. but found nothing here to add to our 
former observations. 

Monday, August ;8. We devoted this day to 
•visiting the tombs of Gourna, and as Messrs. 
Beechey and Bclzoni had been employed for 
months, by Mr. Salt, in digging and making cx- 
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ravations ,itt,.-various directions among^hr^br 
bisli of tBtt ancient Thebes/ mTft^parwularly at < 
Oouma amongst the tombs, they were of conne 
the best guides we could possibly have; it was a 
gratifying reflection to think that after they 
should have shewn us the lions, we should leave 
nothing behind os unseen, at least ^ far as has 
yet been diacoverad in this most inta#estiim of 
all places. It is customary with thd nativi^ to 
deceive traveUer8> and tell them that they haim seen 
all, before they have inspected half ; and it was 
precisely this trick they played on us. f must 
give you some reason for tins disposition towards 
misleading strangers : it may well be imagined that 
the population of so immense and magnificent 
a city as Thebes, the " dty of one hundred gates," 
as Homer styles it, was prodigiously great; now, 
as the Egyptian practice of embalming was 
always prevalent amongst them, it is not to be 
wondered at, that the bowels of the earth near 
Gourna should contain an immense number of 
mummies. The natives have not been unmindful 
of the eagerness with which travellers inquire 
after papyri, and other objects of antiquity; 
these papyri are generally found under the arms 
or between the legs of the mummies, and the 
demand for them of late has been so great, in 
consequence of an opposition between the Frenc^ 
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partj^^^iB^loyed by Mr. Drovetti, and tjie 
•English, einJ)loyBd' by Mr. Solt, that they now 
sell for thirty, forty, and fifty piastres each; 
vrhereai^ formerly, you could get .them for about 
eight or ten. About a dozen of the leading 
characters of Gourna, or rather the greatest 
rogues, havd* constantly headod their comrades, 
and formed themselves into two distinct digging 
parties, or rAurrection men, designating them^ 
selves the French and the English party ; these 
people are constantly occupied in searching for 
new tombs, stripping the mummies, and dis- 
covering antiquities. The directors have about 
three-fourths *of the money, and the rest is given 
to the inferior labourers. They dread lest stran- 
gers should see these tombs, which to them are 
so many mines of wealth, and should commence 
digging speculations of their own — hence the 
care of the Gourna people in concealing them. 
It would be endless to describe to you all the 
intrigues which are carried on by the opposite 
parties to augment their collection; or the 
presents given to the Defterdar Bey, the Agas, 
and the Cashiefs, to attach them to either party. 
Lately Mr. Drovetti obtained an order from the 
Defterdar Bey, that the natives should neither 
sell nor work for the English party, and a cashief 
was most severely bqstinadoed by the boy’s orders. 
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and in Ms presence at Gouma^ for ap^ ting >^he 
English. At present, thing»-me a better, 
footing. Mr. Drovetti is not an amatuer, but 
collects to sell; he offered his museum *to Mr. 
Salt, on his arrival, for seven thousand pounds, 
which he states as his price, but 'which most 
persons seem to think he' will never get. He 
is now in Upper Egypt, and* is gone in search 
of a temple and Egyptian road which has been 
reported to have been seen by the jelabs,*at one 
day’s journey, in the desert, from Madfuui, the 
andent Abydus, described in a feurmer letter. 

To return to my narrative: the tombs* of 
Gouma are situated in a valley to>the S. W. of 
the Memnonium. Those which we first inspected 
are considered the best, and consist of two square 
courts cut in a bed of calcarious stone. There 
are excavations on three sides of the square, and 
the fourth, or south side, is that by which they 
are entered. The principal excavations are on the 
north side; these are very extensive, and we 
were at a loss which most to admire, the beauty 
of the sculpture on the walls, or the grandeur 
and extent of the excavations. The former is cut 
on the smooth stone, which is very close-grained, 
resembling the finest chalk, but without cracks or 
flaws, and rather harder; the colour is of so pure 
a white, and admits of so fine a polish, that stucco 
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hai^jofieiA^iiite unnecessary. There is a hitnnony 
^throughout th»-denorations of these tombs that '^e 
have no where else noticed ; the sculpture, in intag* 
liOjWillJbear the minutest inspection. The plan of 
the excavation, extensive as it is, is extremely singu* 
lar, sometimes abruptly turning either to the right 
or left without any apparent cause. At the further 
end there is a fine quadrangular court filled up 
in the centre^ with the solid rock; you here meet 
with s9me very rich groups; and there are innu- 
merable remains of fine statues, in alto-relievo, 
* leaning against the wall in all directions ; we 
could not, however, distinguish one that was 
perfect. ■ The art and precision with which the 
decorations of ^ese sepulchres are finished, ex- 
hibiting an endless variety of symbolic represen- 
tations, in the most elaborate and highly finished 
style, is truly astonishing; in some places the 
roofs are arched, in others they are flat; here you 
meet with a deep well in a corner ; shortly after 
you descend by a flight of steps. Some of the hiero- 
glyphics are painted blue on a pale red ground ; 
blue is very common, the colour of the stone itself 
serving occasionally for a fine white field. Amongst 
the figures, in basso-relievo, there were many quite 
perfect, and so minutely cut, that the eye-brows 
and ears, the hair, nose, lips, and the hands and 
nails, would bear t^ closest inspection ; in short, 
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ihroughout the whole of this maiiB0^6Hm,.Jthe 
w6rk of a movst skilful artist-j&-^emble. 1, 
think I may safely say the examination of the 
principal tomb occupied us two hours. • 

We now went to see the mummy pits: it is 
impossible to conceive a more singular and 
astonishing sight than a tomb of this description. 
Imagine a cave of considerable magnitude Med 
up with heaps of dead bodies in all directions, and 
in the most whimsical attitudes; some wfth ex- 
tended arms, others holding out a right hand, 
and apparently in the attitude of addressing you; 
some prostrate, others with their heels sticking 
up in the air; at every step you thrust your 
foot through a body or crush a head. Most of the 
bodies are enveloped with linen, coated with gum, 
&c. for their better preservation. Some of the 
linen is of a texture remarkably fine, far surpassing 
what is made in Egypt at this day, and proving 
that their manufactures must have arrived at a 
great degree of excellence. Many of the bodies, 
probably of the lower orders, are simply dried, 
without any envelopment. Innumerable frag- 
ments of small idols are scattered about; they 
are mostly human figures of Osins, about two 
inches long, with the hook and scourge in eithes 
hand; some ate of stone, some of baked earthen- 
ware, and others of bhu pot(f ry. Excepting «o 
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odd an^extraordinary an oxlubition, few of the 
common tombs, whicli were most likely ibr the 
poorer class' of natives, are worth seeing, as none 
of them are ornamented in any way whatever; the 
bodies are stowed in compact mdsses, tier on tier, 
always crossing each other. In some instances 
we found the hair quite perfect. It was in a tomb 
of this descriptiomthat some of the diggers found 
a beautiful net-work, composed of long blue beads, 
hollow, with threads passed through them ; the 
parts of the net hanging down over the shoulders, 
and all' emanating from a scarabaeus Thebaicus, 
which was on the crown of the head ; it was 
found on the.head of a female mummy. 

At the commencement of this year the diggers 
also found two remarkably fine Egyptian vases 
of brass, covered with hieroglyphics; they are 
nearly two feet high, and are the most valuable 
remains of antiquity which have been discovered 
for some years, being quite perfect. Mr. B. was 
fortunate enough to get them, for Mr. Salt, for 
one hundred and seventy piastres — ^4. 5s. 

We now went to inspect a newly discovered 
tomb, that well recompensed us for our trouble. 
Having crawled in through a small hole barely 
sufficient for the body to be squeezed in, we 
entered a small sepulchral anti-chamber adjoining 
to a tomb filled jwHh mummies. From the 
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finisdied style of the decorations of this ^amber, 
we* concluded that it must hjive beejL,the tomb of 
some noble family , the paintings are all in fresco, 
and so wonderfully well preserved, that yot the 
least scratch or stain is visible; the pure white 
ground of the wall not being even*tinged with 
yellow. Amongst the groups we .noticed an 
interesting troop of six musioians, all females, 
uniformly dressed in white robes reaching down to 
their ankle.s; over this, they have a sort of d>lack, 
loose woollen net hanging over the shoulders, 
and reaching down to the waist. Their -hair is 
jet black, plaited in ringlets, reaching down below 
from the outer part of the eye-lids all round the 
head, having at first sight the appearance of a 
veil. They are all walking in procession and 
playing at the same time: the leader has a harp 
with fourteen strings; then comes the guitar, 
which is not unlike the instrument of that de- 
scription which we use at this day; then a lute, 
which is a handsome instrument; after this 
comes another girl clapping her hands, ap- 
parently keeping time; then another playing 
on a sort of double pipe: this instrument is 
played on like a clarionet, and is long and thin, 
both the tubes being of equal length: the proces-. 
sion closes with a female beating on a tambarine, 
which is in this shape The gestures of 
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these iDusicians, with their uplifted eyes, would 
lead one te- suppose they were playing s&mc 
impassioned air. The preservation of this grou 
is astonishing, the colours being perfectly fresli 
and no part whatever in the least defaced. 
What would not the French have given for such 
a specimen *td put in their splendid work? there 
is nothing throifghout Egypt to be compared to 
it. There gire also two male harpers in different 
part# of this apartment; both are squatted down, 
and playing on smaller instruments than that 
first described, having only nine strings each; 
one is playing alone, the other is accompanied 
by a guitar# These last-mentioned musicians are 
bare-headed, and h9.ve bare feet: they are ap- 
parently elderly men. There are many other 
groups here, but as they are like what we have 
before noticed in other sepulchres, we avoid 
entering into detail. The sacred bull (Apis) is 
here most magnificently ornamented, and is a 
handsomer animal than we have hitherto noticed. 
The cieling of the apartment is divided into four 
compartments, each of which is painted with a 
different device. Adjoining the chamber, by 
means of a small well at one end, is a tomb 
.filled with mummies, amongst which are the 
fragments of a handsome mummy-case, richly 
painted and gla;^d. tiSome of the bodi(*s are 
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cm t red with canvass, having a coat of pilaster 
mid 'then painted. We found some -of the small 
ornaments of earthen ware, frequently called 
Ni'ometers, concealed in the envelope of the 
» orpses. 

The valley of Gourna ends at the foot of the 
Lybian mountains, where their sides* present a 
perpendicular predpice; here are^ome interesting 
antiquities — a granite portal, discovered this year 
by digging; an arch, the only built oifb of 
Egyptian architecture to he seen in the country, 
and which, from its singular construction, I shall 
describe. It is well known that the Egyptians 
were ignorant of the regular mode of building 
an arch, and it is the knowledge of this circum- 
stance which helps us frequently, in this country, to 
distinguish the works of the Greeks and Romans 
from those of their predecessors, 
tians built their arches in this form 
the Romans thus ^ All 

are roofed over with blocks of stone, frequently 
thirty feet long, but as this was the utmost 
extent, you consequently never meet a space 
between a row of columns wider than this, 
'rheir staircases, whether circular or straight, are 
built on the same principle as their arches, being 
merely firmly inserted in the side of the wall, 
the masoo taking care to IcRve stone enough 
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witliin, to prevent the risk of too great a weight 
without, injuring his work; each step is cut out 
of the solid stone. A painted chamber and a 
granite slab appear to be the other objects of 
interest near to this spot. It* seems to have been 
a sepulchre, rather than a temple, and has bco' 
approached* by two or more avenues. It was 
discovered by digging, at Mr. Salt’s cxpence, this 
year; but the Defterdar Bey or governour of 
U{^er Egypt, made them desist from their re- 
searches; there are the ruins of a small edifice 
below these other objects. 

We now proceeded to visit a small temple to 
Isis, which is situated to the N. W. of Medinet 
Aboo; its position may be seen from Memno- 
nium, but being surrounded by a Saracenic wall 
of sun-burnt brick, nothing but one portal is 
visible in the distance. This constitutes the 
approach to the edifice, and you arrive at a 
small portico, the pillars having capitals of the 
head of Isis; there is, besides the portico, a 
cross anti-chamber, a sanctuary, and two wings; 
it is altogether a neat little temple. In the 
evening we returned to Luxor, having pre- 
viously examined the statues and temple at 
Memnonium. 

Tuesday, August 19. Early this morning 
crossed the wat^ with our janissary to pay a 
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farew.-ll viuit to the Tombs of the Kings. One 
of life diicf diggers accompanied us to show us 
4 wo niw tombs discovered by Mr. B. this year. 
^Vc inspected them first, but found them quite 
■loworthy of notice; they are situated in a small 
alley adjoining the great one. We* now ex- 
plored the other tombs, but found ilotiiing new 
to add to our former observations? In the small 
chamber where Bruce copied the harp |je gave to 
Mr. Burney (for his History of Music), we ^aw 
that traveller’s name scratched over the very 
harp, which we think strong presumptive evidence 
that he drew it himself, though he has beeir 
accused of drawing it afterwards from memory : 
he is erroneous in the number of strings which 
he has given to it: the instrument itself is not 
unlike the original, though the musician is very 
indifferently copied. This evening we found 
some scorpions which our guide took up in his 
hand with great indifference: we remarked that 
he took good care always to seize the reptiles by 
the tail. 

We returned by the way of Memnoniura wi 
foot, ascending to the top of the Lybian chain 
which on one side gave us a fine view of the 
valley and Tombs of the Kings, while on the 
other hand we looked down on the plain which 
contains the whole of the ancjjent Thebes, to- 
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gether with the Nile, to gYeat advantage. As a 
specimen of Egyptian scenery, it was a spibndid 
view. As we descended, we counted on one Bpot 
upvi;^ds of fifty mummy-pits, di&ccrnihle by 
their moutlis or entrances being open, on tlu* 
sides of vthe hills, exclusive of an innumerable 
quantity «f*doors of grottos, sepulchral chambers, 
&c. &c. cut oi>t of the sides of the mountains. 
We now returned to Luxor, and having seen 
evAry thing, we began to think of returning. I 
cannot quit Thebes, however, without a few 
observations; most travellers, when speaking of 
this ancient capital, make mention of the lines 
of Homei;, wherein he alludes to Thebes in such 
glowing characters. I shall give you Pope’s 
translation of the passage, and then add a few 
observations which occurred to me on the spot. 

Not all proud Thebes* unri\ ailed walls contain, 

' The world's great Empress on ih* Egyptian plain, 

That spreads her conquestb o’er a thousand states, 

“ And poure her heroes through a hundred gates, 

Two hundred horsemen, and two hundred cars, 

“ From each wide portal issuing to the wars.” 

In our researches throughout the whole of the 
Theban ruins we could not meet with any remains 
of either walls or gates, unless the term is applied 
to the pylons aiid other buildings which ootisti- 
tuted the approaph to the sacred edifices. Novs, 
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if TIk IfCs was a city wliidi had a hundred gates, 
there’ nii'st surely have been a wall on which to 
<‘onstr';ct them; and it is not unreasonable to 
suppoisc chat the walls of so extensive and snag- 
/ificent a city would have been built with stone, 
'T at least that the frames or portals of the gates 
would have been of that material ; stHlmo vestige 
of either gate or wall is to be Sben; and if so 
many ruins of temples and their porticos remain 
to this day, why have we not one solitary ^te, 
or even fragment of the wall left ? Under all 
these circumstances, I do not ihink it an iihpro- 
bable conjecture, that it was the numerous- 
porticos, pylons, &c. of the Theban temples, that 
gave to her the boasted reputation of a hundred 
gates, more than any real outlets that ever 
existed to the city. That she vanquished and 
subdued many states, and that the people were 
proud of their warlike achievements, appears 
from the battles so frequently traced on the 
walls; but we no where observed Egyptian 
horsemen, they being always of the enemy’s 
party in the act of flight, and looking back with 
dismay on the conquering Egyptians, who are 
invariably in chariois. Much as has been found 
amongst the ruins of Thebes, 1 suspect there 
is still much more; and if the English party 
are not prevented from digging, it is probable 
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we shall be continually hearing of some new 
discoveries. 

Friday, August S 1 . We started early this morn- 
ing for Cairo, having bargained with the reis to ‘ 
take us down for thirty piastres— fifteen shillings. 
The boat ^as laden with lentiles for the pashaw. 
We got afeV mats over-head for a shade, and 
found the cargo* a good soft place whereon to 
put our be^s ; the sailors, in the boat, offering to 
helpers in our cooking operations, we found we 
did as well without as with a servant. 

Saturday, August SS. This morning we stopped 
at Tentyra, and, as our reis said he should not start 
for an houi^ we determined to revisit the temple 
of Isis*; we accordingly started on foot for that 

* The inscription on the listel of the cornice, in front of this 
temple, speaks of it as dedicated to Venu'), which agrees with 
Strabo, who says, **The Tentirites worship Venus; belund the 
temple of Venus is a sanctuary (hpip) of Isis-** The latter still 
exists ; it is a small temple without columns. It is curious 
that the French sayans did not copy this inscription; either 
they did not see it, or» stranger still, none of them knew Greek 
enough to be able to copy the letters, which are considerably 
broken and erased, it was first copied by Colonel Leake and 
Mr. Hamilton. It is not surprising that the French, having 
failed as to the inscription of Tentyrs, should have omitted 
others more difficult, or that they should have occupied Alexandria 
• for three years without having been able to decypher a single 
word of the inscription .on the column of Diocletian . (Colonel 
Leake was the first to discover the legibility of this inscription, 

by making out the words aaleanapeias and LiiAPXoi AirrmoT 
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piu pose, but when we had got two-thirds of our 
way, Avc found the canal was filled, and that we 
nuKst either swim over it or return; as we wete 
dressed in our Arab costume, the forme}> alter- 
native was not difficult ; we therefore threw our 
clothes over and plunged in. We cx&mined the 
temple, and did not forget the little vhamber, in 
vvliich we had before noticed the, circular astro- 
nomical table on the deling to be a monument of 
the same kind as the Isiac table which we had^seen 
at Turin. It was in the cieling of the other half 
of this chamber that Mr. Ruppell discovered a 
complete lunar system, which had totally escaped 
Denon and all the other French savans. Mr. R. 
took an exact copy of thi^ interesting tablet, 
clearly making it to contain twelve moons and a 
bit of another, which no doubt was meant for the 
odd five days, as the twelve make three hundred 
and sixty. As this throws an additional light on 
the Egyptian mode of calculating the year, it 
is a matter of no small interest, and reflects 
the more credit on Mr. Ruppell, as so many 
travellers have examined this chamber, and this 
circumstance never occurred to them. In the great 


The joint efforts of himself an<l Mr. Hamilton ; and Colonel 
Squires during several days afterwards /lecyphe red what can be 
seen of the remainder Sec Clasi,ical Jairnai 
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J'pench work they have put down fourteen. or 
fifteen moons, never having taken the trouble to 

S' 

count them. Having returned we continued our 
voyage?. 

Tuesday, August 23. Stopped at Siout and 
went up to pay our respects to the hospitable 
doctor, Marou*ky — found him as friendly as ever ; 
— stopped two hours, and pushed on. 

Wednesday the 26'th. Visited Mr. Brine, a 
grateful remembrance of whose kindness also 
induced us to call. We here took charge of the 
heads of two Egyptian mummy-cases, and other 
antiquities dlug up for Mr Salt from a spot 
supposed, to,* be the burial place of Hermopolis, 
near the Lybian chain. 

Thursday, August 27. Stopped atHouarti. As 
this was the village of our crew, we were obliged 
to reconcile our minds to stop for three days, 
while they made merry with their friends and 
relations.. We had scarcely arrived here an hour, 
when our reis came to ask us to lend him the 
two mummy-cases which we had on board. He 
said he should like to have them up at the village 
for an hour ; we lent them immediately, not 
having any idea of his reason for borrowing them. 
On the following day, however, we found out, for 
numbers of women' came down and requested 
them, when they alternately walked three times 
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round them, crossing over them each time ; , this 
we found was to procure them families. From 
this time the women were constantly arriving, 
young and old, and all going through the same 
ceremony ; they were all very serious during the 
performance of this mystery, and* seemed to 
think it odd that we laughed so* much. Our 
sailors informed us there werd some antiquities 
at the foot of the Mock atem, about qne hour and 
a half’s distance; they mentioned templdl and 
catacombs ; we did not much believe them, but 
were glad of any excuse for a trip to pass away 
the time, and accordingly started with one of 
the reis’s brothers for a guide. He 'took us to a 
very extensive and finely situated site of a city, 
which, from the state of the rubbish, must have 
been of some consequence ; its situation is at the 
mouth of a valley in the Mockatem, on an 
elevated spot, at the edge of the cultivated 
plmns of which it commands a fine view. The 
modem village of Tehene is close to it. The ruins 
have been much dug up by the Arabs in search 
of antiquities. We only found one capital ap- 
proaching to the Corinthian order, most likely 
Roman. Immediately above the rubbish is a 
considerable range of catacombs and ancient 
temples hollowed out of tha rock. One small 
temple of Isis is well worthy of notice, the de- 
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corations, in basso-relievo, being tinished in a 
^dod style. At about a quarter of an hour'^s 
walk along the side of the mountain, to the 
southward, we saw a large excavated space, and 
on the top a frieze with a Greek 'inscription, the 
letters of which are remarkably large. It is about 
three fathomsdong, and its size (the letters being 
nearly one foot long) made us believe it must be 
generally known ; therefore we did not copy it. 
We clen^rly made out the word ptoaemaiox; but 
thinking it common, did not notice it much. We 
•have since found that no travellers notice the 
site, and the inscription is not known. We have 
• therefore given the particulars to Mr. Salt. A 
very old map of Danvi^e’s, on a small scale, has 
the site of an ancient town, under the name of 
Cynopolis placed nearly in a parallel of latitude 
with this. We now sailed, and continuing our 
voyage, arrived at Cairo on the 31st August. 

Wednesday, September 1. Our first care now 
was to shave our beards, which we had allowed to 
grow from our first departure from Philae, and re- 
sume our European costume ; we felt as awkward 
at first at this change of dress, as we did when we 
first assumed the Arab costume. Mr. Salt re- 
ceived us very civilly. We found that great 
discoveries had been made at the pyramids and 
sphinx during our absence; and the first thing 
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that drew our attention was Mr. Salt’s elucidative 
iddu of the pyramids, sphinx, and all their init^ 
resting environs. A.<! the whole account of the* 
proceedings is going home for publicatiijn, I shall 
only trouble you with a few particulars. On our 
arrival we found, at Mr. Salt’s house,* Colonel Strat- 
ton, of the Enniskillen dragoons,* and Mr. Fuller: 
these two travellers had coille from making the 
tour of Palestine, having lastly arrived by land 
from YafPa and Gaza. They embarked %t Con- 
stantinople, having first made the tour of Greece. 
As they had not yet been to the pyramids, we 
were glad to have an opportunity of accompanying 
them. . • 

Friday, September 4. , We went early in the 
morning, and Mr. Salt having lent us a copy of 
his newly made plan, we regularly went over the 
whole neighbourhood, place after place, according 
to the plan ; we found there was nothing new for 
us to see, excepting a few of the upper steps fronting 
the sphinx. Unfortunately for us and all future 
travellers, they have filled up all the excavations of 
the sphinx, so that there is not so much to be seen 
now, as there was previous to our departure, 
the base having been perfectly clcai'ed on one side, 
before we started for Upper Egypt. From the .se- 
veral drawings and plans which we have seen, to- 
gether wit h thedcscription we have heard, it appears 
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that the indefatigable Captain Caviglia continued 
tds operations till he had cleared all the breast of the 
animal; that he afterwards pursued his labours 
till he reached the paws, at fifty feet distance from 
the body; and here it was, between the t^o, that 
he discovereef the sniall temple, views of which 
are given in thfs work. I imagine this small edifice 
was composed of three large, fiat stones, like a 
similar shrine ,in the possession of Mr. Salt, and 
that the door was filled up by two smaller pieces 
of stone on each side of it; these sides have some 
'fine specimens of basso-relievo, and give a fine 
idea of what the sphinx originally was. A man 
'is depicted; as presenting an offering to it; 
some inscri^^ons also •are interesting, and one 
of Caracalla has the name of Geta, his brother, 
erased, as in the Latin inscription at Syene., 
The lions which were found, together with the 
tablets, in basso-relievo, have been sent home to 
the British Museum, were 1 hope you will see 
them. The great head of Memnon will please 
you, and when you contemplate its grandeur,- 
recollect that Thebes has at present the remains 
of thirty-seven statues of equal dimensions ; many 
greater. Beyond the small temple is an altar. 
To describe the other parts, I must beg you to 
imagine yourself fronting the face of the sphinx, at 
a considerable distance, and nearly on a level with 
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the lower port; of the face, and also with the 
ground ad|dniDg the animal. As you adVaiic^ 
you find at some distance from the pawa^ .a 
flight of steps which lead some dep|h hal^ 
the paws to th*e base of the temple. Mr. Salt 
is of opinion that -this descent Hby steps was 
meant to impress the beholder (after having first 
viewed the sphinx at a distance on a level) with 
a more imposing idea of its grandeur, when he 
views the breast in its full magnitude froft below. 
A wall of sun-burnt brick was on each side of the 
steps, to prevent the sand from filling up the 
space. Afterwards we went all over the great 
pyramid, again descencfing to the Jiower. chamber,<^ 
which Captain Caviglia ^scovered, and ^o rein- 
spected the well, &c. We could not sheyr them 
Colonel Davidson’s chamber, as the Arabs had 
stolen the rope ladder which was left there. 
After having slept at the mouth of the great 
pyramid, we returned to Cairo; the excursion 
occupied us two days. When we were last at Cairo, 
a trip to the sphinx used to take two hours; we 
were now five hours going there, the inundation 
of the Nile forcing us to go more than double 
the distance round the edge of the canals. We 
went in a cangia, or rowing boat, as the capal 
was quite full. As we are now about to leave 
b^gypt, I shall add a few remarks before I 
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quit of the subject. In my hut I said nothing 
>^hout Cairo. All Turkish towtu impress Europe- 
mu vrHh very unfavourable ideas; the streets are 
mi^iinably narrow, and the fronts of the houses 
lobk like so many barn doors. Cairo is particu- 
larly ill-built, and a stranger on arriving, after 
having heard tio much of “ Grand Cairo,’' can 
scarcely believe hiiT own eye-sight when he finds 
himself in this miserable hole; and this is the 
more Striking, as at a abort distance the lofty 
minarets g^ve it a grand appearance. Miserable 
narrow streets, the square bow windows meeting 
over the head, and built with unpainted deal 
wood; no pavement to be seen; grates substi- 
tuted for pmies of glass ; a dirty ill-dressed popu- 
lace, and women covered up like so many ghosts, 
may give you some idea of this metropolis. The 
various classes of inhabitants, such as Turks, 
Arabs, Copts, Jews, Franks, &c. have their re- 
spective quarters where they reside in detached 
societies; each quarter has its gate and porter to 
attend it; all are shut at eight o’clock in the 
evening ; after which time it is customary to fee 
the porter to get admittance. In case of revolutions, 
when the troops go about robbing and plundering 
all they meet with, these gates become of great 
service. The citadel of Cairo is built on a com- 
manding eminence ; here the pashaw resides : 
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great merit is dud ? i^b this man 
quillity which exists at present throughout Egji^t, , 
and could such an atrocious crime as the 
of the mamelukes be over-looked, he migMl^; 
considered as a great man; this barbarous a^;'' 
^was committed about six years a^o: the un- 
suspecting victims, about two thouiSand in number, 
were invited to the castle tb be present at the 
presentation of the Pelisse to the pashaw’s son, 
Toussein, and his investiture with the cofhmand 
of Jidda, including the government of the sacred 
city of Mecca. During the ceremony, the walls 
and tops of the houses, the castle, &c. were lined 
with troops, and on a signal given,« as the mame- 
lukes were returning, thn soldiers opei^ their 
fire on them, and they were all shot to af 'man. 

Egypt at present presents a very different ap- 
pearance to what it did when we went upward ; 
the Nile having overflowed, all the vIBages are 
insulated, and being invariably surrounded with 
date palm-trees (which partly conceal the mud- 
huts) and give a pleasing and lively appearance to 
the face of the country. The river also, in some 
places, appears of prodigious width, whole plains 
being overflowed for many miles. We were pe- 
culiarly fortunate, having seen Egypt throughout, 
with the Nile at its lowest ebb, and also at its 
greatest (‘levation. There are no hedges in this 
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country, the division of land being exactly like 
.^at of the Pays Bas. There is no freehold pro- 
perty, all the land being let out by the pashaw, 
who afterwards forces the peasants to sell their 
property to him only, and at his’ price. Soldier-, 
are quartered in all the principal villages to en- 
force a due observance of this law. All the boats 
are likewise monopolized by him, and at his price. 
Gun-boats arc stationed at the narrow passes of 
the "rir^r, to prevent the passage of any barks 
unless laden for the pashaw. The Arabs, Copts, 
&c. who become rich in spite of this oppressive 
system, are allowed but little enjoyment of their 
wealth ; if any />ne of them has built a fine house, it 
often happens that he is desired to turn out, and 
give it up to some Greek, Turk, or perhaps to an 
European consul, and should he not immediately 
obey, his head is the forfeit. It is a curious 
fact, that no water-plants or weeds grow on the 
banks of the Nile ; a sedgy margin is never to 
be met with in this country. The lotus, affecting 
fens and marshy places, could only flourish dur- 
ing the most propitious part of the year, when 
the overflowing of the Nile promoted its growth : 
hence it was so favourite a plant with the an- 
cients ; and it is generally coupled with all sym- 
bolic allusions to the river. This jear the Nile 
has risen seventeen pics, or thiitj-foui feet ; this 
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is called a good Nile. Last year it rose eighteen 
pies, which produced a very plentiful crop. We;.;-' 
went the other day to the island of Rhoda to see 
the Melcias, but the column of graduation was 
wholly covered By the water ; so that we might 
have spared ourselves the trouble. ‘The island, 
however, now })resents a complete’oerpet of ver- 
dure, with beautiful sycamore trees (ficus syca- 
morus of Linnaeus) and well recompensed us. 
There arc no barns in Egypt : the peasani) being 
sure of fair weather at harvest-home, the corn is 
immediately thrashed, and the grain is piled up 
in immense hills, encircled by a wall. The birds 
are freely allowed their share, though, during the 
lime it is ripening, their claims are disputed by 
children, who are placed on elevated mud-hillocks, 
scattered in all directions throughout the plains ; 
here they bawl and fling stones by means of a 
sling, to deter the feathered robbers from their 
depredations. The other day we went to Bou- 
lack, situated on the banks of the Nile ; it is, pro- 
perly speaking, the port of Cairo, and the busy 
scene it presents at this time of the year, is not 
exceeded by any of our quays in Europe. The 
large dgerms, some of forty and fifty tons, make 
an immense profit during the overflowing of the 
Nile ; the stream bring.s them down with great 
rapidity, and the strong north breeze takes them 
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up again with equal speed. It is said these boats 
* sometimes clear half their original cost the first 
season ; a great part of the year, when the Nile 
ia in its bed, they are laid up in ordinary, as their 
great draught of water prevents them navigating 
at that season. We thought it remarkable that 
we had neyur met, throughout Egypt, with the 
remains of any athing like a pavement to their 
cities, with the exception of Antinoe, where we 
Meaaly made out the streets paved in many 
places. 

Egypt begins to fill with English travellers : a 
few days ago Captain Bennet (dragoons) and Mr. 
JoUifie arrived from making the tour of Palestine. 
The former is gone up as high as Assuan with 
Colonel Stratton and Mr. Fuller; the latter is 
obliged to return immediately to England. We 
start in a few days for the tour of Syria. Sheikh 
Ibrahim who travels for the African Association, 
and who is mentioned in Mr. Legh’s publication, 
has been of great’ assistance to us with his advice, in 
tracing out our route, &c. This he also did for 
both the travellers mentioned above. Mr. Salt is • 
very kind and attentive to us ; we dine with him 
every day, and he has allowed us to copy his map 
of Syria. We intend to cross the desert on 
camels to Gaza ; to visit the whole sca-coast up 
to Latachia ; from thence to cross over the moun- 
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tains by Antioch to Aleppo ; to go to Palmyra or 
Damaitcus according to circumstances^ and fironi 
Damascus to Jerusalem, visiting in our way all the 
curiosities to be seen in the neighbourhood^of our 
route. We calcurate that the tour will occupy us 
till the middle of January, when we mean to em- 
bark at Alexandria 6>r Smyrna and Constanti- 
nople. By the time we get off "for Syria, (which 
will be in a few days) we shall have been fourteen 
months absent ; we have supplied ourselve;^ wi^ 
provbions, clothes, and arms, viz. two muskets and a 
brace of pistols, and have spent only one hun- 
dred and ninety pounds each, including our share 
of the boat-hire from Philse, up tQ the second 
cataract, and back to Thebes, and also of the ex- 
penses at Ebsambal, excepting tbe payment of 
the labourers and the presents to the cashiefs. Mr. 
Salt furnishes us with letters of introduction to 
Lady Hester Stanhope, Mr. Barker, the consul at 
Aleppo, and all the English agents in Syria. Lord 
and Lady Belmore arrived at Alexandria in their 
yacht on the eighth instant, and embarked for 
Cairo on the seventeenth ; we expect them daily. 

Before we leave Egypt, I should inform you 
that we discovered an interesting tomb, opposite 
to Mr. Brine’s, at Radimorc ; the sides were 
covered with paintings, amongst which are two 
groups, of a description very rarely, if ever to be 
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.met with; one of them represents the removal of 
a colossus between thirty and forty feet high, and 
seated on a chair; upwards of a hundred la- 
bourefs are employed. The other drawing re- 
presents ap Egyptian garden, with exotics in 
flower-pots arranged on the terrace, near to 
which is an arboiy*, bee-hives, &c. &c. Mr. Bankes 
and Mr. Beechey are the only travellers who have 
'\ ’sit^d this tomb since we discovered it : the for- 
mer has accurate drawings of all its contents. 
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*TOUR IN EGYPT ATID SYRIA. 

Departure from Cairo, through the Desert, to El Jlrish. 
Gaza.— Asdoud.-^ Jaffa.— -Cesarea.—Tortura. — Ath~ 
lite. — Mount Carmel. — Acre. — Tsour. — Saida. — Bay- 
mtk. — Gebail. — Tripoli. — Cedars of Lebanon.— Baal, 
bee . — Tortosa. — Jebilee . — Laiachia or Latakia . — 
Antioch. — Arrival at Aleppo. 

Aleppo, December 6, isiT. 

On the first of October, at eight A. M. we were 
without the walls of Cairo. We had made a 
bargain with an Arab for three camels to conduct 
us to Jaffa for thirty dollars. About eleven we 
passed on our deft the obelisk of Mataria, the site 
of the ancient Heliopolis ; shortly after we passed 
close to the ruins of another ancient city on the 
skirts of the desert ; the only object of interest in 
them is a statue in a sitting posture, mutilated, 
but originally well executed. Our road was in the 
desert, but close to the cultivated plains, which 
extend no further from the Nile than where the 
soil can be benefitted by the overflowings of the 
river, either by natural or artificial means. This 
causes a sudden separation between the barren 
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sand and lltnd, having the appearance of 

a sea beach. evening vre saw some gazelles ■ 

on the right. 'We had left Cairo with only one 
camel and three asses ; the other two camels we 
were to meet at a village in the evening. We 
had enlisted in our service a Maltese interpreter 
who mounted the third ass, while the camel 

r» 

carried our baggage. Arriving in the evening 
at the village before mentioned, we parted with 
the asses, and at eleven at night set out again on 
the three camels, with their owner and his black 
slave. We heard the howling of wild beasts 
during the night, resembling the cries of human 
beings in distress. We suppose them to have been 
jackalls. 

October 2. This morning we remained se- 
veral hours at a village, where our conductor 
bought an ass : we were here joined by a camel 
laden; the owners object appeared to be to profit 
by our protection, seeing we were armed. As 
the Tarabeen Arabs of the desert through which 
we ■ were to pass have the character of being 
notorious robbers, we were not sorry to see 
our number thus increased; the stranger was 
bound to a village near Gaza. We passed, 
this day, occasionally through the skirts of the 
desert, as well as of the cultivated plains; the 
latter are ricli beyond description, with the 
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finest crops or fioura we had seen. Itte retiring 
•floods have left the land inundated with great 
and handsome lakes, and the soil being saturated 
as it were, and receiving at the same time the 
heat of an ardent sun, produces a very rapid 
vegetation. We slept thTs , night in the de- 
sert, and on fhe following morning we halted at 
Selahieh, the last village on our road, which is 
situated on the borders of the cultivated p lains of 
Egypt. We remained here a few hours to lay in 
a stock of water and provisions for the desert, 
which we entered by keeping more to the east- 
ward. On leaving the village, at two P. M. we 
were astonished at the picturesque appearance 
of the desert covered with wild shrubs; the 
occasional hill and dale, gpves a pleasing variety 
to the scene, very different from what we had 
been accustomed to in Nubia, where the desert 
deserves that appellation in the strictest sense, 
being nothing but a barren expanse of sand and 
rock, totally destitute of every sign of verdure 
or vegetation. The difference I have alluded to 
is to be attributed to the nightly dews in this 
more northern climate, which, though sufficient 
to nourish dwarf shrubs, would not be capable of 
irrigating a sandy soil divested of water, and 
consequently of every other means of moisture. 
Wells of brackish water arc occasionally met 
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with, which S0ite to sustain the numerous gazelles^ 
which we constantly see feeding in the distance. 
We frequently met with birds, and in some places 
the quail and partridge are seen in considerable 
numbers. We found that, although the camels arc 
capable when grazing, and without woAi, of going 
five, six, and even seven days without drinking, 
it is necessary that, when traveiling, they should 
drink at least every three days; and our driver, 
whenever he met with water, even if they had 
drank the day before, never failed to let them 
drink again, which always appeared to refresh 
them much, for the heavy sand fatigues these ani- 
mals in a great degree, though they perspire but 
very little, which tends much to the retention of 
that moisture so necessary for their support ; they 
were constantly feeding as they went along, the 
length of their necks allowing them easily to do so. 
We could not but notice the provident bounty of na- 
ture in planting the desert with vegetables of a suc- 
culent and nutritious kind. It is undoubtedly to the 
want of verdure in the Nubian desert, as well as 
throughout the interior of that of Lyhia, that we are 
to ascribe the difficulty of exploring those parts of 
Africa, as every camel there must have another to 
carry its provisions. Our road, or rather our track, 
was tolerably good. At Selahieh we had been 
joined by a man with assoh, an Arab without a 
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nose, a free negro, and six Muggrabins, one .of 
"whom was from Morocco, another from Algiers, 
and a third from Tunis, all bound on their pil- 
grimage* to Mecca. By keeping with us they 
secured for themselves a supply of water of which 
we had a good sjtock. They had separated from the 
great caravan fromhiorocco, consisting of ten thou- 
sand camels, which we met on our last expedition 
to the«pyramids, when we learnt that the two sons 
of the emperor of Morocco were among the 
pilgrims. This immense assemblage had been 
five months on their journey when we met 
them. 

October 4. We passed, on our left, the great 
lake, which is situated to the east of Damietta 
We were obliged to cross several rivers and pools 
of salt water, sometimes up to the bellies of the 
camels, the arabs and asses swimming across. 
In the afternoon we passed, on our left, the ruins 
of Pelusium, but they were loo far distant for us 
to visit them, and too many pools and lakes lay 
between. In the evening the desert became more 
hilly, with occasional clumps of palm-trees in 
the vallies. In one of these we remained for the 
night, near a well of brackish water. We saw 
some gazelles during the course of the day. 

October 5. We hud much the same country, 
the palm-trees, however, ceasing. We met many 
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c'<uoa&es md detached bones of camels and asses, 
who had probably dropped with thirst and" 
fatigue; we also passed a few wells of indifferent 
water. This evening Mahomet, our camel driver, 
made bread i he kneaded the dough jip a leathern 
napkin O, and mixing a good deal^of salt with it, 
made a flat round cake about Jhalf an indh thick, 
and baked it on dried camel's dung (^) ; it was 
very good. We saw several gazelles newr„where 
we slept. 

October 6. In the morning we came near a 
bay on the sea coast. We passed, on the right, 
some Bedouins ; saw a very fine hare ; the sand 
became heavier, and the shrubs less plenjiful; 
laborious work for the ctunels; we, however, 
occasionally passed through some long damp 
plains between the sand-hills. We met a small 
caravan laden with tobacco ; the attendants were 
armed, having two pistols and some swords. 
They asked backsheeish of us in a very rude 
manner, but we refused to give it, and determined 
to make tlie best possible display of our fire- 
arms for the future. 1 have little doubt that these 
people use their arms to commit robberies when 
opportunity offers, as much as to protect them- 
selves; indeed their insolent demand on us goes 
much to prove it. We still find the road strewed 
with bleached carcases of camels and asses. 
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October 7. We passed over a plain of about four 
^iles in length, covered with thick, hard salt, 
resembling in appearance sheets of firmly frozen 
snow Q; the surface bore the weight of our 
animals without giving way in the least. While 
we were resting at breakfast, a man came on 
horse-back, and talked to the camel driver a good 
deal, saying, he wished to know who we were^ 
that he was a guard, and had orders to stop all 
Europemis travelling without a soldier of the 
pashaw of Egypt. He also asked for backsheeish, 
but did not address himself to us; we kept our 
arms in sight, and he seeing we took no notice of 
him, shortly , after retired. The road was now 
level/ whidi relieved, the poor animals a good 
deal, and we soon reached the sea beach. At 
three in the afternoon we arrived at El Arish. 
About an hour before we reached it, we stopped 
at some wells of fresh water, where we found a 
great assemblage of camels and many Tarabeen 
Arabs, who appeared to stop all passengers; they 
entered into a violent dispute with our conductors, 
which we did not understand, but they took no no- 
tice of us. They presently levied a contribution on 
the other Arabs who accompanied us, and certainly 
we should have shared the same fate had it not 
been for the appearance of our arms, as the chief 
followed us all the way to El Arish, surveying 
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our baggage with the most thievish inquisitive- 
ness (®). We were also passed by the man on 
liorseback, who had \isited us at breakfast, but 
observing that we kept our muskets in our hands, 
lie said it was not against us that he meditated hos- 
tilities, and galloped on. At El Arish are some 
Roman ruins, as Vould appear by several marble 
columns wc noticed; there isra very fine well of 
good water here. The village is situated on a 
slight eminence about half a mile from the sea, 
from which it is hidden by sand hills and elumps 
of palms. The principal part is inclosed within 
a high wall of considerable thickness, having loop- 
holes all round for musketry, and, a walk also; 
there is an octagon battery for cannon at each 
angle. Some ruined guns and old French ammu- 
nition boxes are all the warlike stores it contains. 
This place is remarkable for the treaty made 
between Sir Sidney Smith and the French army, 
for the evacuation of Egypt, which his superiors 
would not ratify. The land about El Arish 
is quite barren. 

October 8. Soon after midnight we left this 
place ; the morning was cold and foggy till sun- 
rise; about an hour after, we stopped to breakfast. 
We begged our camel drivers to halt in a vale at 
some distance from the road, that our Tarabeen 
neighbours might not discover us. We had. 
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however, scarcely unladen the camels, when one 
/of our yesterday’s friends came, and seated himself 
in the midst of us. We could not help being 
surpris^ed at this fellow’s adherence to us, as we 
were now nine hours from the place whore we 
had first met him, and had been travelling in the 
dark. We requested he would take himself 
off, as he could? have no business with us ; 
he walked away apparently disappointed at not 
meeting some of his companions to assist him in 
plundering us. The desert was now much the same 
as at first, the shrubs increasing. In the forenoon 
we passed an extensive plain where there are 
wells of tolerable water, a sheikh’s tomb, and a 
Mahomedan burial-place. In the afternoon we 
had occasional views of the sea. We this day 
passed many fiocks of sheep and goats, peasants, 
and several laden camels. The attendants were 
usually armed, and eyed our baggage with a 
scrutinizing look, but the sight of the muskets has 
always had its effect on them. We saw this day 
some partridges, and numerous gerba, a sort of 
rat which runs like the kangaroo. About four we 
passed a temple of considerable magnitude ; two 
pillars of grey granite are standing, with several 
prostrate fragments, and a large wall constructed 
with antique remains. At sun-set we reaphed 
the village of Haneunis. It has a h^M)" square' 
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fortification jbdonng a mosque. The approach to 
this'place is picturesque ; it is seated in a volley, and 
its environs are prettily laid out with gardens, trees, 
&c. : there is but little land turned to agricultural 
purposes. We remarked both the houses and in- 
habitants to be cleaner and handsomer*than those 
in Egypt. There bre many marble- fragments of 
columns, &c. which mark the cite of a town of 
Roman antiquity. As we have now reached die 
confines of Syria, and are beginning to enter an 
inhabited and cultivated country, a few remarks 
on the mode of travelling may not be uninterest- 
ing. We had often enquired about the cheer we 
were likely to meet with in crossing, the desert, 
and were always told about hardships, such as 
want of water, the fatiguing pace of the camejs, 
and the total privation of every accommodation. 
Bruce’s narrative had also led us to expect very 
indifferent fare. With these unfavourable prog- 
nostics we were not a little surprised to find our 
journey a most pleasant one. The pace of the 
camels we found very agreeable; the open air 
was the best place to sleep during the night, and 
even then it was rather too warm; and as for 
water and provision we took care to lay in a good 
'>tpck of both, so that we fed remarkably well ; 
and^ indeed, if I except the heat, which about 
noon v<.as more than is agreeable (the skin of our 
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noses being blistered off by it), I may safely say, 1 
never made a more pleasant trip in my life. Thfi 
pace of the camels is somewhat tedious, being 
little mor^ than two miles an hour, or about the 
rate of Russel’s waggon ; but this required only 
some of that j[)atiencc which his waggoners must 
needs possess. Our camels, during this trip, were 
only once three days without drinking. 

October 9- At daylight we proceeded, the road 
leading through a barren country that resembled a 
heath. In two hours we came to the village of 
Esdier, prettily situated, with a view of the sea. 
There is here some land well cultivated and arti- 
ficially watered, with the sackey, as in Egypt; 
the principal produce is tobacco. Beyond the 
village, here and there arc beautiful sycamore- 
trees, similar to those in Egypt, in an uncul- 
tivated plain. We remained four hours under 
one of these trees for the purpose of drying all 
our things, which were wetted by the salt water 
on the fourth, unperceived till this day. While 
we were thus employed, a woman came hastily 
forth from the village, and seating herself on the 
ground, under a tree near us, bewailed most 
bitterly, throwing the sand over her head with 
frantic gesticulations which lasted about twenty 
minutes, when her husband, with whom we hea/d 
she had quarrelled came, and with difficuiijir drew 
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her off (“). li^here are some marble remains of an- 
tiquity at Esdier. Hereabout appears to be the si- 
I nation where the sea coast turns to the north. We 
thought we perceived a sensible change in the 
weather; the dews for some nights past had been 
\ery heavy; thismoming theN.E.wind blew keenly, 
but the sky was fine and clear. From Esdier to 
Gu 2 a, which latter place we reached at four P. M. 
sue fine extensive plains prettily cultivated ; and 
the neighbourhood of Gaza itself is richly wooded 
with olives, sycamores, mulberries, cedars; fig- 
trees, &c. &c. the country is inclosed by hedges 
of prickly pears, the hills gently rising to the 
view beyond each other, and the. whole has a 
beautiful appearance. Excepting the less perish- 
able materials, with which the houses are con- 
structed, stone being substituted for mud, the 
town partakes of the wretched appearance of 
those in Egypt. The rains in winter have 
forced the natives to roof their houses, whereas in 
Upper Egypt they only lay some canvass across 
to shade them from the sun, that being the only 
inconvenience they have to guard against. We 
remarked that the inhabitants here were cleaner 
and better looking, the women being dressed in 
a white or blue shirt, and a white shawl thrown 
Idosely over the head, witli which those who have 
u6 otbcf veil, cover their faces occasionally. 
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Being tired^ and having nine days beard, vie did 
not visit the town ; we were further discouraged 
by our servant having been scoffed at on account 
of the dii]^erence of reli^on. The gates of (ioza, 
were carried away by Sampson at midnighi to 
escape from the inhabitants : this town was 
the frontier of die land of Canaan. — (See Gen. 
c. X.) 

October 10. At four A. M. we left Gaza, the 
. road ^r two hours was through beautiful groves 
of olites. We then entered an open country, 
partly cultivated. We passed some villages on 
each side of us, and the dry torrent Escol over a 
bridge of two high arches. About noon we had 
^n our left Majudal a large village with a mosque, 
situated in a valley, surrounded by groves of 
olives. At three in the afternoon we arrived at 
Asdoud, the site of the Roman Azotus ; near it is 
an antique building in the form of an open 
square, which we at first took to be Roman, but 
as the Turkish khans for the accommodation of 
caravans and travellers, are built much in the 
same manner, we are rather inclined to believe 
it to be a very ancient khan. I will give you a 
description of it, which will convey some idea of 
what these khans are. The inclosed court is 
entered by an arched passage, within which, on 
each side, are piazzas formed of five arcJies, two 
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ou oa(‘ii side 0f a larger one in the centre. On 
e'at'ii side of the south entrance are chambers, 
on che right, steps to ascend to the top of the 
building. The chamber on the left has /svidently 
been used as a primitive Christian -chapel, as 
appears by an altar and a cross; tnd there is 
an inscription in some Eastern language over 
the door. There are other arches in ruins, 
partly buried, closer to the village, and a marble 
fragment which would appear to have once form- 
ed the capital of a Corinthian column. 'The 
natives of this place flocked round us in numbers, 
looking at us with wonder and astonishment, as 
well as every thing belonging to .us ; after we 
thought they had suflBciently surveyed us, we, 
begged them to retire ; they shewed no incivility, 
but said they came to look at us, because it 
seldom happened that Europeans arrived near 
this village. Some women came also, with a sick 
young man, apparently in a consumption, asking 
medical advice; we assured them we were not 
hackim (doctors), which they did not believe, and 
we luckily recollected that our Maltese inter- 
preter had some " balsam of Mecca,” which the 
friars say is an antidote for all distempers ; we 
gave them some accordingly, which appeared to 
excite much gratitude. They, hoAvever, soon re- 
turned ft) beg some of our hair, saying that the 
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smoke of Christian hfiir burnt while the medicine 
was warming would ensure a cure of the disorder*. 
We could not help laughing at their superstition, 
but they, continued to entreat ifs ; for my part 1 
had little tb spare, and Irby did not seem inclined 
to give any of his. Seeing ^e were averse to 
this latter remedy, they at length retired and 
brought us some honey and bread by way of 
return ; this we offered to pay for, but they 
> would not accept any thing. We had been ad- 
vised* by Sheikh Ibrahim to go from Gaza to Jaffa, 
by the way of Ascalon, or Ashkelon, but our camel 
conductor could not be prevailed upon to go 
through that* place, as it is not on the direct 
foad, and he would be liable to a penalty if he 
deviated from the common rout of the camels ; 
a regulation intended, we suppose, to prevent 
smuggling, as Ascalon is on the sea coast. At 
Ascalon we should have seen part of a Roman 
amphitheatre, and some excavations made by 
Lady Hester Stanhope, in search of supposed 
treasure, which failed of success ; but what we 
saw at Azotus in some measure recompensed us. 
This we should have missed had we gone by 
Ascalon ; it was at Ashkelon that Sampson slew 


* Mungo Park, at Dingyee, was requested l)y a foulah to (>hf 
kini a lock of his hair to make a sapliic ^ 
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jrty men ^Jijpges, xiv. v. 19). Asdoud is called 
Ashdod in tibie Old Testament (see Isaiah, :!ix. 
Jeremiah, xxv. ; Amos, i. ib. iii. ; Zechariah. xix. ; 
and Zephauiah, ii.). |t is called Azotus in the Acts 
of the Apostles, and by the Romans.'^ Palmyra, 
built "by Solomon by the name of Tedmor, or 
Tadmor, is another instance, an^dg many in Syria, 
of places having r^jpuned their' original names. 
The Arabs in that neigyMP^^rhood know nothing 
of Palmyra, always calling it Tddmor. 

October 11. Before daylight, we quitted 
Asdoud ; the country is open and little cultivated, 
though the soil is very rich, evincing a sad 
want of population. In the afternoon we passed 
some ruins, apparently Roman; they appear tq. 
have been an aqueduct to convey water to the 
road side, which is to the eastward of the tract 
we traversed ; we passed also a well which our 
conductor told us contained pmsonous water; 
we also passed, on our right, Yabne, the uacient 
Jamnia, ’situated on a small eminence. About 
noon we crossed the nahr (or river) El Rubin, close 
to the ruins of a Roman bridge, one great arch of 
which, and a part of another, only remain, over- 
grown with bushes and weeds, which have a 
pretty effect ; and certainly to an amateur of the 
picturesque, the ruins of Syria must have a 
decided advantage over those of Egypt, where an 
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arid climate totally prevents the appem'ance ikT 
the least spot of verdure on a ruined fabric, be i 
ever so old. The traveller is, however, hig’jfy 
recompensed for this deficiency, .by the compara-. 
tively highdBtate of preservation in which he finds 
the Egyptian monuments, notiirithstanding- their 
superior antiquity ; and I really believe that he 
who has once seen Egypt, will never feel equally 
interested in any other country. It is this feeling 
that fias brought hfr. Bankes back to the Nile, 
after*having explored Greece, Asia Minor, and 
the Archipelago, and he is now gone a second 
time to Thebes. The river El Rubin, above the 
bridge, is neajrly dry, and filled with wild flowers 
(ipd rushes. Below it ]^re is a handsome wind- 
ing sheet of water, the banks of which are like- 
wisb covered with various water-flowers, and 
many black water-fowl were swimming on . its 
surface;, the water is bad, but not salt. On the 
opposite side of this river, on a small eminence, 
is Sheikh Rubin’s tomb, surrounded by a 
square wall, with some trees inclosed. There 
are in Syria and iBgypt numbers of these 
tombs, which the Arabs erect to the memory 
of any man who they think has led a holy 
life, for the title of sheikh is not only given 
to their chiefs, but also to their saints. These 
tombs arc generally placed in some conspicuous 
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sj»t, fiequei^^ im the top pf some mount. The 
sepulchre consists of a small apartment ivith a 
cupola over it, white-washed externally (’”) ; 
within are deposited a mat and a jar of water for 
the ablution of such as retire there fop devotion. 
Sheikh Rubin, who lived many years liince, appears 
to have been much respected, and the people to 

r 

this day go to pay vows at his shrine ; they also 
bring provisions and make festivals there*, the 
river no doubt receives its appellation from this 
sheikh. Leaving the neighbourhood of the'nahr 
El Rubin, w'e crossed the sand hills and came to 
the sea beach, four or five miles south of Jaffii, 
and continued coasting till we can\B to the back 
of the hill, on the opposite. side of which standi 
the town ; here we crossed over between the 
most beautiful gardens filled with vines and ^’gs^ . 
prickly pears, &c. though the soil is a deep sand. 
We arrived at Jaffa, the ancient Joppa, about 
five P. M. On our right we saw Ramla, the 
ancient Arimathea, and Loudd, the ancient 
Lydda ; the former is in the road to Jerusalem. 
There being no inns or khans in the sea-port 
towns, for the accommodation of travellers, we 
were obliged to repair to the English consuls. 
We found the British representative at the door 
. of his house, and as he was a perfect original, I 
will give you some description of him. He was a 
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man apparently about ^ixty years of. Sge, dre8.sed 
in the Turkish mode, excepting an old brown 
cocked hat covered with grease, and put square 
on his head. His beard might be of some seven 
or eight day’s growth, and his back w'as orna- 
mented with & plaited pig-tail .reaching down to 
his middle. Wa found it difficult to refrain from 
laughing at the sight of so odd a figure, for his 
dress was all soiled with the drippings of soup 
^and fat. He. received us with a dignified reserve, 
and Tfttering severid “ favoriscas,” shewed us into 
the apartment, which did the duties of the saloon. 
This room was filled with water-melons; some 
old English pictures decorated the walls, and an 
q}d dirty sofa, without a covering, arid well 
lacked with fleas, constituted the furniture ; 
numerous holes in the floor gave free access and 
egress to the rats. In the evening, when supper 
was announced, we were in hopes of something 
good, and as we had not tasted any thing but an 
early breakfast of dried fruit, we entered the room 
with the appetite which riding usually creates; but 
j udge of our disappointment when we found nothing 
but rice and cabbage, our host observing it was 
“ Giorno della Penitenza” (Saturday). We slept 
in the saloon, and got unmercifully bitten by the 
fleas. Next day we received some scraps of 
meat, but the old consul took care first to fill us 

I - ’ 
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-« full of rioe^ that we could hardly find room for 
the better part of his feast. Jaffa, situated on the 
»ea coast, is a small fortified town ; the fortifi- 
''ations were in a. very ruinous state, but the Aga 
was busily employed in repairing thei?. Vessels 
were arriving from the northward daily, with 
stones, &c. and he himself was in* constant atten- 
dance on the operations. Tlie Christian and 
Mahomedan inhabitants were obliged to take it 
day and day about, to work, at the sound of the, 
drum, every morning at sun-rise. We savf the 
place where the French entered the town on 
their advance into Syria, and the hospital 
where Buonaparte poisoned his ^sick, on his 
retreat, to prevent them fidling into the haud*^ 
of the Turks. This place is now the Armen^9* 
convent, and one of the priests, who waer in 
the town at the time, says there were on^ 
thirty-five men thus poisoned. About a mile 
without the town the French army was encamped, 
and it was here that Napoleon inhumanly mas- 
sacred the inhabitants in cool blood, after the 
town was Mly in his possession. The number thus 
slain is uncertain, but many people now in Jaffa 
attest the truth of the assertion. Our camel-driver 
being bound to Jerusalem, we sent our heaviest 
and most useless baggage to that place by him, 
and endeavoured to purchase horses to continue 
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Qur ryute in Syria. . We had great difficult} 
about this matter, and in consequence senl to 
request the Aga would lend us a soldier to assist 
us on th$ occasion, as old Damiani, the consul, 
was of more harm than good in the buisiLcs's. 
The Aga, hoVever, very kindly and most posi- 
tively refused, sajring, he would lend us govern- 
ment horses for nothing, as he had also done to 
Colonel Stratton; he a4dud, that an Englishman, 
>to whom he had granted the same favour, had 
senT^im a spy-glass three years after in return. 
His motive may appear to have been interested, 
but the following circumstance tends to prove 
that^he is a good man: our Maltese interpreter, 
Awenty years ago, had been in a better situation of 
pfejand trading in a small way in cotton from 
S^a, was acquainted with this Aga; on some 
occasion he had given him a watch as a present; 
they never again met till the other day, when the 
Maltese travelling as interpreter to Colonel 
Stratton, was recognized, at Jaffa, by the Aga, 
who, seeing him in reduced circumstances, forced 
him to receive a sum of money, saying it was 
now his turn to give a present. The Maltese, 
who is an honest man, declined accepting the 
cash, but the other persisted in presenting it to 
him. This is one, amongst other instances wc 
have met of the disinterested generositv of the 

m ^ 
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liighei class of Turks. As to Daipiani we found 
Aim of little assistance to us ; he advised us to 
hay a blind horse at a higher price than Mr. 
Bankes gave hei;e for two sound ones. It was 
this that occasioned our reference te the Aga, 
whom wc told, ^n his making us so generous 
an offer, that we feared our journey would occupy 
too much time for him to spare his cattle; he, 
however, replied, that we might keep them as long 
as we pleased. A neat little fountain, as you enter^ 
this town, wc thought merited attention. ^ Jaffa 
is the ancient Joppa: Hiram, king of Tyre, sent 
Lebanon cedars by sea to Joppa, for the building 
of Solomon’s temple; and the latter had them 
removed by land to Jerusalem (see 2 Chroniclef^, 
c. ii. 16). St. Peter’s vision was near Jo^{t)i^ 
(Acts, X.). * ' . 

October 15. At nine A. M. we left Jaffa. We 
had hitherto not slept in a house, or under any 
cover since we departed from Cairo ; as yet we 
had found no inconvenience from this ; but as we 
were going to the northward, and the winter 
was fast coming on, we thought it adviseablc to 
equip ourselves in a thick Arab suit, made of a 
sort of coarse wool or sack-cloth; it was very 
heavy, and at the same time very good ; it cost 
ten piastres, little more than five shillings; a pair 
of coarse white Turkish breeches and red worsted 
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turban completed our costume. The sun in Ihc 
’ desert had browned us to a good standard colour^ 
which very well became our dress; we thus 
avoided the curiosity of the natives, who uiod t'* 
flock round^o gaze at us as if we had been wild 
beasts. For five piastres we pi^chased a woollen 
mat to do duty< as a bed; and thus furnished, 
with four good liaok horses under us, we felt 
quite independent. In the provision line, we 
always had a staple of bread, cheese, and onions, 
whiOT served for breakfast, dinner, and supper, 
unless we were fortunate enough to meet with a 
fowl. Our road led along the sea beach. We 
shortly crossed the nahr El Petras. In the after- 
^on we passed through a wild but pretty 
iptry, and crossed the nahr Arsouf, leaving 
^lage of that name (the ancient Appollonias) 
on our left. The following morning we proceeded 
very early, and crossing the nahr 1^1 Kasab arrived 
at Cesarea (see the viiith. ixth. xth. and xith. chap- 
ters of Acts). Here we stopped two hours ex- 
amining the antiquities. A small part of these are 
inclosed within the ruins of an old wall and ditch. 


which appeared to be Saracenic ; and on a pro- 
montory, which bounds this extremity on the 
south side, are the remains of a large edifice, 
constructed apparently upon the ruins of a 

Roman temple ; immense pillars of granite 

— ^ 
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forming the foundation of. the former, placed on 
a bed of rocks. Here is a small bay of the coast, 
•oa the north point of which, on the rocks, are also 
jv.aced manycolupins, apparently for the purpose of 
Sk landmg-place for merchandise. &c. JThe Roman 
remains extend faf beyond the limits of the walls 
before-mentioned, and to the north of them. 
Above, and parrallel with the sea beaeh, are the 
ruins of some ar^s and a wall, which appears to 
lead to the side of the h^, which now be^ tp^ 
approach closer to the sea than heretofore, and to 
the nahr Zerka where the water is fresh; this 
circumstance, and the wells of the town having 
bad water, led us to suppose these arches to have 
been once part of an aqueduct. There are ah^ 
wells on the promontory before described, 
they are now dry. Without the Saracenic walft,%<‘ • 
the south, we found a columnof marble, with a Ro- 
man inscription of the Emperor Septimius Severus, 
but too much buried for us to copy: Mr. Bankes 
has since told us it is a mile-stone, as he had 
it cleared for copying. About noon we arrived 
at Tortura, the ancient Dora (see Judges, i. 
27). There are extensive ruins here, but they 
possess nothing of interest. We left this place at 
two, and at four reached Athlite, where we re- 
mained for the night. Between Tortura and 
Athlite are numerou.s quarries of stone cut out of 
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the rock, of which t^ie hills are here formed. 
The village of Athlite is situated on a proinoh.| 
tory, nearly forming a peninsula, and apparently 
constructed from the ruins of a more ancieat cir ' 
It is of smair extent, and would appear fi:on< its 
elevated situation, and the old.walls which sur- 
round it, to have been a citadel, as there are the 
ruins of two other walls without it; the other 
incloses a square space, the farther orsoutherh-most 
end of which juts into the sea. There are three 
entices through this wall, two on the east and 
one on the south side, and steps in various places 
to ascend them. The second wall approaches 
near to that of the citadel; but the outer one, 
icli we may suppoiie to have included the re- 
nder of the ancient town, incloses a consi- 
gliiSIe space of ground now uninhabited. There 
s admail bay of the coast to the south of the 
peninsula, which may have occasioned the con- 
struction of a town on this site, as it makes a 
tolerable haven for small vessels. Within the 
citadel the most interesting of the remains is a 
part of a great building which we were puzzled 
to make out ; its form was originally a double 
hexagon; the half of the circumference, which is 
still standing, has six sides. On the exterior, 
bdkiw the cornice, in alto-relievo, are the heads of 
different animals, the human with those of the 
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lion; — the ram and the jheep are particularly 
distinguished. The exterior walls of this edifice 
have a double line of arches in the Gothic style; 
the lower row larger than the upper one; the 
architecture is light and elegant. Tfifjre does not 
appear to be any pneient name to this place, and 
from all the information that we can obtain ; the 
ruins are no >lder than the time of the crusades, 
when the town went by the name of Castel 
Pelegrino. From the commodiousness ^f the 
bay, the extent of the quarries in the neigoour- 
hood, the fine rich plains near it, though now 
but partly cultivated, it would seem that this 
place was formerly of much importance, and that 
the neighbourhood, thougl^ now very thinly ifu: 
habited, was once populous. ^ * 

October 17. At day-light, we dephtie^ 
through the northernmost of the two passages 
in the eastern wall; here the rock has been cut 
away to form the road, and various circum- 
stances combined, induced us to form an opinion 
that Athlite is of much greater antiquity 
than is represented. Passing by the part of the 
coast formed by the foot of Mount Carmel, we 
entered the bay of Acre, and in less than three 
hours from Athlite we were at Cpiffa (the ancient 
Uepha) ; here we found the only friar at present 
l)elongiug to (he convent of Mount Carmel, an 
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inAslIi^ent man (a Maltese), who, after supply- 
ing us with breakfast, attended us to the sum? 
mit of Carmel, where the convent is situated^ 
This building, now deserted, wjs formerly fitted 
with win^Qs^, beds, and every accommodation; it 
was pillaged* and destroyed by the Arabs after 
the retreat of the French army from the siege of 
Acre; the latter having used it as a hospital for 
their sick and wounded, while tlMiir operations 
^were Carrying on; and in the places where the 
poof^llows were lain, the numbers still remain 
by which they were arranged. The friar shewed 
us a cave cut in the natural rock where the 
prophet Elijah had his altar (see 1 Kings, xviii. 
^,'lind following vei:ses). In front of this are • 
remains of a handsome church in the Gothic 
4^/e‘built by the Empress Helena at the time she 
madb her pilgrimage to Jerusalem. Those objects 
are in the upper part of the convent, which is of 
a square form, inclosing an open court. From 
Mount Carmel there is a beautiful view of 'the bay 
of Acre, the mountains at the back, the>Mcditer- 
ranean, &c. Near the convent are some prostrate 
columns; we found an immense ' scorpion here 
amongst the rubbish; there is a well of excellent 
water in the court of the convent. Mount 
Carmel is of very inconsiderable height, and 
now quite barren, though at th^^ north-eastern 
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foot of it ure some pretty plive yards. On men- 
tioning to the friar our suspicions of the ruins of 
Athlite being partly Roman, he suggested the 
idea that it might have been called Athla as the 
present name Athlite resembles it niSicb in sound. 
Returned from Mount Carmel, and* left Caifia at 
three in the afternoon, and follo'ving the coast of 
the bay of Acre, shortly passed on over to the 
right of the bfook Kkthtm were Elijah slew the 
worshippers of Baal after he had proved to* them 
the existence of the true supreme being, by the 
miracle he had wrought on Mount Carmel. We 
soon after crossed the mouth of the river Kishon, 
and subsequently the river Belusj we reached 
Acre at sun-set, and were jshown to the house of 
Signor Malagamba the British agent. All 
rivulets wc have hitherto passed in SyriaT^r'- 
fordable, in the Autumn, close to their junction 
with the sea, where the counteraction of the 
streams of the rivers, which are rapid, and the surf 
of the sea, form sand-banks or bats; the water is 
generally fresh close to their junction with the 
ocean. ' 

October 13. We found Signor Malagamba 
more useful to us than Damiani; as he had no 
room to lodge us in, we took up our quarters in 
the convent, where we met with a most handsome 
rccont’ou fronj the “ Padre Superiore.” We ate 



SYRIA. 


11)5 

ourVi^ls with the woithy consul, whose house 
is in the same khan as the convent. Acre is a * 
strong fotified town. Since the French siege, in • 
179.9, the Turks have doubled the walls which 
inclose the •town. We were shewn the breach 
made by the Flench ar^, now entirely repaired, 
except the spent* shot holes. The situation of 
Acre is delightful; the principal objects in the 
town are the mosque, the pashawV seraglio, the 
v^nary, and the arsensd. A great religious 
festival* was solemnized by the Turks while we 
were at Acre: the mosques were brilliantly 
illuminated at night, and the next day we went 
‘to see the pashaw’s finest horses; they were 
spbaididly caparisoned with the most gaudy trap- 
pIt’®! leopard’s skins embroidered with gold and 
'sll^^. The animals themselves were ill made and 
good^r nothing, the whole being more for show 
than use. Acre was the Accho of the Old Testa- 
ment, which, together with Achzib, Dor, Sidon, and ' 
some other places of the searcoast of Syria, Were 
never completely subdued by the Israelites (see 
Judges, i. 31.) Gaza, Ekron, and Ascalon, further 
to the southward, were subjugated (same chap. 
V. 18). We here procured a firman from 
the pashaw, having travelled thus far without 
any authority from the Syrian governments. We 
found this firman worded very strco^Iy in' 
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favour; it vif|^ addressed io all the Agas^ 
•pstshalic of Afire, and our horses were ordered to . 
he hirnished tvith fodder, &c. free of expense 
wherever Ave might go. ^ 

October 20. At one in the altcrnoon, we 
"fitted Acre, going ojllir the J)lain of that 
name. There was nothing' nemarkable to he 
seen but the extensive aqueduct by which the 
town is supplied with water. We stopped at 
Zib, the ancient Achzib (see Old' Tesran^ 
Judges, i. 31); the inhabitants were df^e4: 
for the Mahomedan feast, and crowded round us 
with curiosity. All tiieir sick came for medical 
aid, hut we had nothing to give, them but the 
balsam of Mecca, which had been so usef^\#t 
Ashdoud ; the shiekh’s son amongst others ha 
hand most terribly burnt, and he evincefr 
gratitude for the assistance we rendered fo him 
arid the rest of the villagers. He offered our in- 
terpretet a considerable sum of money, which thg 
other, refused. A small medicine chest, with 
Reece’s or some other book on the subject, would 
be a truly valuable article in the trunk of a tra- 
veller in these countries, and would be a sure 
means of conciliating a stranger with the natives ; 
it was by a judicious appli ‘ation of a trifling 
knowledge of medicine, that Bruce made his way 
»J>(;.J!i5ll in A.ljy.s.sinia. 
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«!)lt:tober 21. We vjere mounted and on our 
, route at daylight^ and in about an hour’s tim& 
we reached and ascended Cape il^nco ; the de- 
scent on the north side, by its numerous windings, 
reminded \is*’^f the mountain roads of Switzer- 
land, but these were not half so, good as the very 
worst European road we ever met ; the sea dash- 
ing against the ro^s below us had a tine effect. 
About three hours before we reached. Tsour, the 
ancienf Tyre, we observed some ruins on a small 
emiiib^ce on our right ; we stopped to visit them^ 
and found they consisted of the remains of a large 
city, and the ruins of a temple in a most dilapi- 
dated state. Two columns, much defaced, are only 
^^Iffiing; in the lower part of the capital of 
^•|^w'e distinguished the Echinus moulding: the 
^^i^sjj^ie'has been composed of the natural . stone of 
the c&untry, which is calcarious and very porous. 
Beyond this town we distinctly traced the remains 
of the great ancient paved way towards Tyre, 
and afterwards we ascended what is called • the 
ladder of the Tyrians; it is a picturesque spot, 
the road being cut in the side of the perpendicular 
cliff on the sea shore, several hundred feet above 
the level of the water. This, according to 
Maundrell (page 52), was the work of Alexander 
the Great. Descending hence into the place 
below, we passed the rubbish of a^tother ancient 
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city, and i^K^.piotiuresque rivulets, and aiT^ed 
jBLt Tsour at«^e in the afternoon. Here we put, 
up at the of an Arab who called himself a 
Christian archbbhop; he was not at home, and 
at first his wife was unwilling to 4b<^ive us, as 
we w«re very roqghly attired as ^abs; but our 
conductor assuring her that wc were persons 
travelling for pleasure,, she llehaved to us w'th 
great civility and attention. The establishment 
was a very humble one, as might be>expefte d in 
so mean a place; the prophecies of the fall (rf'fyre ’ 
in Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel, seem to be 
fulfilled in the presmit appearance of Tsour, 
there being no vestige remaining^ of the ancient 
city (so called from Tira; the son of Japhe^) 
but mere rubbish. The city, formerly bui lfcjjfjp 
an island, is now on a peninsula ; the istm 
which Alexander caused to be made for th(f^o» 
secution of his attack on the city, has now the 
appearance of being the work of nature. The 
port is.* much choaked up with mud, and the 
waib and castle are visible, but I should strongly 
suspect they are not the same which existed at 
the time when Tyre was in its glory. 

October ^2. At sun-rise we proceeded on 
our journey, seeing the remains of the ancient 
aqueduct. In the morning we crossed the mouth 
of Kasmi^; the banks of this river are very 
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pi^uresque ; it process from an extensive valley 
between the moun(ains> and has pretty windings. 
There is a bridge with one arch over it, a little 
below which, it encloses a small jsland. We con- 
tinued ouVTdUte through a country nearly barren, 
very thinly populated, and very.uninteresting, with 
mountains on our right destitute of either beauty 
or vegetation. \f^e passed through . the ruins of 
five or six large cities, now mere rubbish, and 
o]^ ^tia^guishable as sites of towns, by nume- 
rodNitones much dilapidated, shewing marks of 
having been cut. square with the chisel, with mor- 
ter adhering to them, and fragments of columns. 
The only place marked in the map in this quarter 
..^he ancient Sarepta or Zarephath, remarkable . 
♦|^ the miracle wrought there by Elijah (see 
fiit, Kings, xvii. 0. and ensuing verses). In the 
aft^oon we crossed several dry torrents, and a 
river by a bridge of five arches ; the banks of all 
these streams contain quantities of wild^fiowers, 
amongst which is the oleander in full blooih and 
beauty. As we approached Saida- we .observed 
that the .sides of the hills were covered ‘with vine- 
yards, but they have not at all a lively appear- 
ance. Half an hour before we arrived, we passed 
the ruins of another ancient city, also a fragment 
of another granite column, and a Roman inscrip- 
tion in the time of Septimius SevOrus ; see Maun- 
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•liell, wlw, ^Virell as Mr. 3ankes> copied 
fonnd its purport to be Uke that near Cesarea — 
a mile-stone. The immediate neighbourhdbd of 
haida (the ancieqt Sidon) is pretty ; it derived 
it^ namn from Sidon the first born of^anaan (see 
Ge^nesis, x. 15). .The plain at th6 foot of the 
hills is entirely appropriated te extensive and 
shady grovea and gardens, with narrow and pretty 
lanes between them. There is no English con- 
sul or agent at Saida, we therefore went ^o tijf,,. 
convent but found no friars there, and the cH^ch 
was shut up. The French consulate had entire 
possession of all the apartments, either for them- 
selves or friends : the French consul himself was 
on a tour to the Holy Land. We had seen 
at Acre ; he was then going to Nazareth, apw 
seemed to be a genteel person ; his wife 
with him. We had some difficulty in ob£ain- 
ing a room in this convent, but at last we got one 
belonging to one of the absent servants. The 
French • vice-consul now came and visited us, 
and' - shortly after retired. As we are now 
■come into the -neighbourhood of Lady Hester 
Stanhope, a few observations will be necessary. 
As we were entrusted with a letter from Mr. 
Salt, a packet of English letters from Acre, and 
a book from Jaffa, we deemed it our duty to 
wait op her, api^ therefore set ^ it for her usual 
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reSt^enee, an old deserted convent in the moun- 
tain about one hour and half distance from Saida, 
calletp Mar Elias Alza ; but her ladyship was 
removed on account of the hcRt to a more 
elevated spot^n the mountains, called Castle Jeba; 
we therefore 'forwarded the letters, dic.-together 
with a note requesting, her ladyship’s permission 
to wait on her. I’he following morning we re- 
ceived a letter, saying, that she had made her mind 
jap n8t to receive any more Englishmen, with 
the ‘^asception of officers of the army and navy, 
" all fine fellows,” as she was pleased to express 
herself ; at the same time she strongly dissuaded 
us from undertaking the trip to Palmyra, and 
.re<!bmmended us to make a short tour of fifteen 
•Vr twenty days round the vicinity of Saida, and 
**;-hen*to return and pass twenty days with her in 
her ton vent. This, at the present season of the 
year, with the winter and rainy season fast ap- 
proaching, would have been- the most impolitic 
plan we could have pursued, and therefore we 
returned a polite answer declining her civilities 
with as good a grace as we could. ' She is always 
dressed in the Turkish costume as a man; her 
generosity we heard spoken of in all directions. 
Saida possesses as few relics of its ancient 
magnificence as Tyre. The port, if ever it 
was extensive, is now small and nearly filled up 
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with the acoumulation of mud. The castle,/, ^n- 
jiected to the main by a bridge, is an old bidding, 
hut the same remark which I made on tiie an- 
cient e^ihcies at Tyre is applicable to those of 
Sidon, viz. that they do not ap^I^to be of 
eqpal anti4|uity with that city in the time of its 
splendour. . 

October 25. At nine A. M.'we left Saida over 
a wretched rugged road, and an uninteresting 
country; we met occasionally the remains 1)f the 
ancient paved way. In the afternoon we 
the ruins of an ancient town and burial ground; 
here are many stone sai'cophagi, some never 
opened; their lids are very high imd massy, and 
terminating in an angle. ,A little beyond 
are two arches in the mountain’s side, the ruixfS 
either of a bridge or rni aqueduct. Shortly “aftesj^ 
we quitted the sea coast and passed over thrills 
which form the promontory of Bayruth; here is a 
fine view of the plain, covered with groves of 
ofives, aiid'of several villages on the mountain’s 
side. Descending, we passed through plantations 
of figs and young mulberries for the silk-worm, 
and from thence through gardens neatly inclosed 
by walls where we met occasionally with fragments 
of antiquity. We entered Bayruth at dusk; 
there is an ancient bath, with fragments of granite 
columns, &c. y/ithin the town. Bayruth is the 
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aiisjent \Berytus; it was here that St. Georgt* 
conquered the dragon, &c.: it is a fine situation, 
and %ke all the other towns of Syria ‘-that we 
have seen, has pretty environs on account of the 
rich gard^liS*, &;c. at the back of it; but these 
beauties are 'always confined to particular spots, - 
for an hour’s ride usually conducts you again into 
an uninteresting and rocky country. There is a 
fine view of the sea from the marina, and the 
^ietty*'is built on foundations of ancient granite 
colhmns. At Bayruth we were at the house of 
Mr. Laurella, the English agent, a very good 
fellow. 

October 26. At two in the afternoon we left 
. Bfiyruth, the 'road being for a short time very 
pretty, with gardens on each side of us. We 
' soon crossed the nahr El-Sazib previously joined 
by the nahr El-Leban, or River of Milk, from its 
foaming when overcharged with water. It is a 
pretty rivulet; the bridge has six arches. From 
hence the road led along the sea beach until "wc 
came to a rocky promontory whose ascent re- 
minded us of the ladder of the Tyrians, though 
it is neither so high or picturesque ; on reaching 
the summit, we saw below us on the other side 
the nahr El-Kelb, or River of the Dog, running 
beautifully through a deep chasm in the moun- 
tains, and a very neat bridge over it, which 
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Maundrell describes as being a bow-s^ot 
the soa. The banks are planted with vineJand 
nmlberries. There is a Roman inscription on 
H tablet carved put of the rock on the side of 
the road we descended; this wak copied by 
dMf^ndrell one hundred and twenty years ago, 
and appears to record the construction of the 
passage by the Emperor Antoninus. Near the 
bridge is also another inscription in the 
Arabic language. We passed the night at th^ 
mouth of the river; at daylight the foll6<(mg 
morning we moved, going along the seorshore, 
and in an hour’s time ascended a rocky point of 
a small bay inhabited by fishern^en. At the 
foot of this promontory, close to the sea, are Ine • 
remains of a chapel cut out of the rock, which we 
informed was the sepulchre of St. George^ 
(sefe the- note on Bayruth). The old fisherfhen, 
whose cottage is situated on the promontory 
above the chapel, were so superstitious as to 
brieve, and endeavoured to persuade us, that 
the water of the .sea near this spot is a cure for 
all distempers, and that numerous people came 
hither for the purpose of being healed by them. 
We had here a good view of the grand convents 
of Harissa Soummaar, romantically situated on 
the summit of the mountain. The valley at the 
end of this bay is cultivated and studded with 
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coinages.' Proceeding along the sea beach we 
pa 8 s)j|^d a Roman arch constructed with large 
stones over a dry torrent; from hence the road 
led over rugged rocks, till we came to the bridge 
over the. i^&ii..* Ibrahim, the ancient Adonis. The' 
bridge is of«a single arch, and handsome, and, 
the river, like ^e nahr El-Kelb, proceeds from a 
deep chasm betfreen the mountains, but the 
level land near the bridge is more extensive than 
that bf nahr El-Kelb. We now proceeded by the 
sed-ceast to Gebail. On our way we crossed 
over one of those natural bridges, over a torrent 
now dry, spoken of by Volney, who describes 
them thus : " In many places the water meeting 
^Kth inclined beds, ^has undermined the inter- 
mediate earth, and formed caverns,” or natural 
archbs. We reached Gebail, or Gibyle, at Jwo 
in the afternoon, and stopped at the convenf of 
Maronites, a poor miserable set of pe9ple who 
make a merit of never eating meat,*&c. At 
Gebail, without the town, there ar^ many Roman 
1 uins, and a bridge with many granite cohiuiiis ; 
within, the modern edifices are, in spme Instandes, 
constructed upon ancient foundations, particularly 
the castle, and there is another ruin near the sea- 
shore. The Roman name of Gebail is marked in 
the map, as Byblus ; but in Ezekiel, xxvii. 9. it is 
called (jlebal, and is mentioned as furnishing the 
fleets ol Tyie Milh caulker*'. 
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October 28. We wpnt from G^bail jto 
Xriiwli, which we did not reach till dusk, th^gh 
wc started at daylight. We saw nothing of 
interest* except what appeared to have been a 
Roman temjde, and we passed over, a very 
rt^lfed and bad ro^d until we passed 'Batroun, the 
andent Botrys. Here the road rtumed to the 
right through a fine valley between the moun- 
tains, in which we noticed an old castle standing 
on a high rock ; it is called Temseida,* and Snay 
have been constructed to defend this pass ^ we 
thought it a picturesque object. The hills on 
the south of the vale are covered with shrubs, 
and by the road’s side are plantations of mul- 
berries, vines, &c. A small river, which 
occasionally crossed by bridges, takes its winding 
course through the valley. Leaving the valley, 
we passed to the north over the mountains'^by 
rugged paths, bordered by the myrtle and other 
wild shrubs, until we again joined the coast. 
When about an hour’s distance from Tripoli, we 
passed through* some very rich inclosed gardens. 
At sun-set. we arrived, and not being aware that 
there was an English consul in the town, took up 
our quarters in the convent, with Padra Herme- 
nigildo. Tripoli is the neatest town we had seen 
in Syria, the houses being all well built of stone, 
and n''atly constructed within. It is seated at 
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the Ipot oV the moun^tams, at some distance from 
tKe slj^a-shore, and is surrounded by luxuriant. 
gardeiJg, producing innumerable oranges -and 
lemons. The town is commanded by two old 
castles on^iit:.»heights at the back of it, built in 
the time of the crusades. The port, an in- 
different one, is, near an hour’s distance, on a 
low point of the *sea-coast ; there is a village 
there, but the anchorage is open, being only a 
little Iheltered by the Pigeon Islands. Maun- 
drcil ^(quoting Strabo) says that here were 
anciently three cities; one subject to Aradus, a 
second to Tyre, and the third to Sidon, which is 
the origin of ^the name of Tripoli ; there are 
other square towers, apparently of the time of the 
crusades, all the way from the port towards 
iTripofi. On the second day of our arrival we 
received a message from the English consul, 
expressive of his regret that we -had not come 
to his house; we immediately waited on him, 
and explmned the circumstance to his ■ satis- 
faction. He was a fine old man, nearly - eighty 
years of age, and well remembered Bruce, who 
stayed some days at his house; we were quite 
delighted with the affable and sensible Conver- 
sation of this good man. 

On Thursday, at four in the morning, we left 
Tripoli, for the purpose of visitijig the cedars of 
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Lebanon and Baalbec. Signor 
,lu‘re. the son of a late French 
naiu.e, whose son is the sheikh 
Eden, accompanied us, at the request of the 
padrer of the convent. The ascent ikoi^i .Tripoli is 
.^^dual: the first object of inCerest is the 
aqueduct and bridge over the pahr Kavdas, or 
Abouli river. These structures are overgrown 
with bushes and weeds, and the river runs in a 
picturesque manner under them in two channels. 
Leaving this place, the road is good, through 
cultivated plains and groves of olives, passing 
occasionally beautiful vallies watered by branches 
of ihe river. Afterwards the road becomes very 

rugged, steep, and irregular, the whole way\to, 
the village of Eden, passing between two con- 
spicuous points of the mountain. Eden is^ 
delightfully situated, by the side of a mos^ rich 
and highly cultivated valley. It contains between 
four ai\d. five hundred families, who on the 
approach of winter descend to another village 
olUy an hourti distance from Tripoli ; the families 
were in the act of removing to their winter habi- 
tations when we arrived ; and on our return from 
Baalbec, all those who had not previously quitted 
their summer quarters descended with us. They 
have an Arab catholic bishop, a church, and 
several priests ; there is another village, probably 
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in ihe slme diocese, .lower down in the vale. 

V . 

We arrived at Eden about two o’clock, %vhich; 
includihg stoppages, makes it ten hours from 
Tripoli. • ■ . 

Early on Friday morning, we set' out by moon- 
light for the cedars, and arrived a liffle* after' 
daylight. The ■a^ent from Eden to the cedars 
is but little; the distance, allowing for the 
windings of the road, which is very rugged, and 
passes over dccasional hill and dale, may be about 
five mfles. On the right, higher up the mountain, 
is a larger and deeper vale than that of Eden, 
with the village of Beshiri in the bottom; this 
valley is very jrich and picturesque. It is.jwr- 
roiihded by lofty mou^mns, and is watered by a 
winding stream. It reminded us of the vale of 
'the Dive in Savoy, and its “ Pont de Chevres.” 
The fhmous cedars of Lebanon are situated oh a 
small eminence, in a valley at the foot of the highest 
part of the mountain ; the land on the mountain’s 
side has a sterile aspect, and the trees are remark^ 
able by being altogether in one clump ; from this 
spot the cedars arc the only trees to 'be seen in 
Lebanon. There may be about fifty of them, but 
their present appearance ill corresponds with the 
character given of them in scripture. There did 
not appear to be one tree amongst the whole 
which had much merit, either for dimensions or 
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beimty; . the largest amongst them woiiid aj^ear 
to be the junction of four or five trunks in^i one 
tree; according to Maundrell this is twelv^ yards 
in giH; hut we are much more inclined to agree 
«i0l Yolney than with Maundrell/m the descrip- 
which these, travellers have respectively g^ven 
of the cedars of Lebanon. Numerous names 

S| 

carved on the trunk of the greater trees, some of 
which are as for back as 164Q, bear testimony to 
the curiosity of mdividuals to visit this interesting 
spot, which is nmly surrounded by the barren 
chain of Lebanon, in the form of an amphitheatre 
of about thirty miles circuit, the opening being 
towards the sea. We thought the toia msmble . 
more represented the Apennines at the back of 
Genoa, than any other mountain scenery we had 
witnessed. Mount Lebanon and its cedars are scf’ 
frequently alluded to in scripture, that it Ivould 
be almost ah endless and useless task to make 
extracts; but it appears to us that they are no 
where ed remarkably noticed, as in the glory and 
raH of Assyria, in the xxxi. of Ezekiel; in the 
1 6th verse you will observe, “All the trees of Eden, 
the chpiee and best of Lebanon,” which would 
seem to infer that the boasted cedars were always 
near tihe same place in which the few rernmning 
ones now are, as they are not more than five 
miles distant from the modern village of Eden. 
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In a form^ part of my, letter, relating to Joppa, 
•I mei^-bioned that the cedar of Lebanon was used* 
in the tonstruction of Solomon’s temple ; in the 
2nd Chronicles, ii. 8. are the words, " Send me 
also ceda»-{reel, fir-(3:ees, and algitm'trees^ out 
of Lebanon,” Vhich clearly implies, that quanti- 
ties of not only* cedars formerly grevr on this 
mountain, but also that other kinds of wood were 
found there, which now are no more to be met with, 
unless the walnut-tree of the present day, which 
is in v8ry high perfection at Eden, is the algum- 
tree of the ancients. In the first book of Kings, 
chap, vi. and vii. describing Solomon’s temple, it 
also appears t]}at much cedar was used in this 
edifice. With reject to the village of Eden, this 
also appears to be the same with the garden of 
*Sod, so called throughout the whole of the . 
xxxi. chap, of Ezekiel, particularly in the 8th and 
9th verse ; but by reference to Genesis n. verse 8,; 
the position of the garden of God, in Eden, where 
Adam and Eve were placed, seems very urfcertain,. 
for from the 10th to the 14th verses you observe,* 
" A river went out of Eden to water the garden, 
and from thence it was parted and became into four 
heads:” the river of Ethiopia (the Nile) appears 
to be one of the four, and the Euphrates another. 
Maundrell makes no extracts from scripture 
concerning Lebanon; I dare say, because he 
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tbought it Would be useless, as it is Mentioned 
in sojnany different places. Volney is also/kilent 
on lilfe^subject, I mean as far as respects’ quota- 
tions. Eden is called Aden by the natives at this 
day; but to proceed: — We here hfte'^-a guide to 
conduct us over Lebanon into the valley of Bekaa 
Mathooalis,.in which Baalbec is situated. Leaving 
the cedars about an hour after sun-rise, we as- 
cended to the crest of Lebanon, where we had an 
extensive view over the hills at its S.'E. fo >t into 
the valley, with Baalbec in the distance ; we 
beheld also to the westward the sea for a considera- 
ble distance.. Altogether it was not a bad view, 
but certainly hot deserving the commendations . 
which Volney bestows on it. Lebanon, it appi^rs 
in the Syriac language, signifies white, which 
this mountain is, both in summer and winter ; im" 
the former season, on account' of the natural 
cole>ur of the barren rock, and in the latter by 
reason, of the snow. 

The valley of Baalbec; or of the Kasmia, or 
Bekaa Mathooalis, has an excessively rich soil, but 
it is put to .'little advantage, being very partially 
cultivated, and having no trees except in the im- 
mediate neighbourhood of Baalbec itself, which 
are chiefly the fig and the walnut. The valley is 
bounded on the N. W. side by Lebanon, and on its 
S. E. by Anti-Iicbanon; its breadth may be about 
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ten miles, while its length from N. E. to S. W. 
extends as far as the eye can reach. The j^asmia 
has its' source to the north of Baalbec (sefe Vol- 
ney), and running through the plain/ discharges 
itself intd’th^ sea a little to the north of Tyre. 
How deplorable that so luxuri&nt a spot, with a 
fine loamy soil, 'sl^ould lay waste and desolate! 
and what ideas of former wealth and magnificence 
do the^ splendid ruins of Baalbec call to the mind. 
The I'lhabitants of the mountain are nearly all of 
the cAurch of Rome; but those of the Bekaa 
Mathooalis are a particular sect of Mahomedans, 
difiering from the Turks in general ; they are 
. more hostile to the Christians than any of the 
natives of Syria ; but’ to return : — In descending 
from the summit of Lebanon the road was exces- 
‘sively steep and rugged ; we dismounted and 
walked our horses down it ; the sides of the moun- 
tain abound in partridges, all red-legged, and other 
game. At the S. E. foot of this part of Lebanon 
is the source of a fine clear rivulet, which finally 
unites with the Kasmia. From hence yje pro- 
ceeded over some rugged hills covered with 
shrubs ; a species of oak, the myrtle," and the 
almond-tree, are all remarkable. Mr. Mazo- 
liere told us they have a tradition that there 
were formerly gardens here, and the al- 
mond and pear-trees seem to confirm the idea. 
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Crossing these hills, you eome, near the plqin, to 
ihe first village, after leaving the cedars. *Late 
in, the evening we arrived at Yead, a village about 
an^ hour’s, distance from Baalbec ; the horses 
^•.having . been on route from two ^’clbbk in the 
morning, without any food, about fifteen hours, 
which caused us to blame our 'guide much, as 
we might have brought fodder with us from 
Aden, had we known how uninhabited the coun- 
try was through which we had to pass. But the 
guide seemed intent only on his own interest, and 
when we, hearing of the distance to Baalbec from 
the cedars, threatened to return to Tripoli, on 
account of the horses, he, fearing to lose his. 
money for the trip, declaimed there were several 
villages in the way where we could refresh the 
animals. ' ' 

November 1. Early this morning we arrived 
at Baalbec, and employed the whole day in visit- 
ing the antiquities ; the preceding day had been 
excessively fine, the sky being so clear that scarce 
a cloud was to be seen, but on Saturday evening 
they 'collected much on Lebanon and the tops of 
the other hills, and the natives announced to us 
the apfnroach of bad weather. We took dimen- 
sions and made remarks of every thing at Baal- 
bec, but as Wood, and Dawkins in particular, as 
well as Volney, have given correct descriptions. 
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illustrated with plates, it would be superfluous 
here , to enter into minute detail. I cannot help, 
howeY«r, making a few observations on one mass 
of ruins, the imposing grandeur of which parti- 
cularly sl;{Uoki us. I allude to that renmant of a 
colonnade where there are sixjcolumns standing; 
the beauty and. elegance of these pillar? aresip*- 
prising ; their diafheter is seven feet, and we esti- 
mated their altitude at between fifty and sixty feet, 
excli’.^ive of the epistylia which is twenty feet deep, 
and composed of immense blocks of stone, in two 
layers of ten feet each in.depth. The whole of this 
is most elaborately ornamented with rich carved 
work in various devices. We iinagine these pillars 
.to' have been the remains of an avenue of twenty 
columns on each side, forming an approach to the 
temple. The space originally included by these 
pillars was one hundred and four paces long, by 
fifty-eight broad. We were much pleased with the 
architecture and sculpture throughout, though 
now much disfigured by the ruins having been 
once converted into a fortress. There are re- 

m 

markably large stones used in the building of the. 
various edifices, and in the S. W. part of the 
elevated walls on which they stand, we measured 
a single stone of sixty-six feet in length, and 
twelve in breadth and thickness, llie whole of 
these buildings, together with the walls, are of 



S16 TRAVELS IN [LETTER 11. 

coRi'^ie marble, excessively liard. In the<^ construc- 
tion of, the pyramids and temples in Egyp^, we 
neveft noticed a single stone of more than* thirty 
feet in length, apd these were most of calcarious 
' tf[ ^nd stone, excepting some few of granite. The 
inhabitants of Baalbec, although much prejudiced 
against Christians, were to us quiet and well dis- 
posed, and seemed less curious and inquisitive 
than the natives living near any antiquities we 
had visited. We left Baalbec on our return on 
Sunday at mid-day, but the afternoon turnifig out 
very rainy, We stopped for the night at a small 
village beyond the opposite side of the plain. We 
observed, when it cleared away iq the evening^ 
that considerable quantitiea of snow had fallen^ ou 
the mountains, which may give some idea of the 
vast height of Lebanon ; and as a farther proof,'’ 
when we crossed the mountain the preceding 
Friday, we found several patches of last year’s 
snow, 'which, though melted on the general sur- 
face of the mountain, still remains in some places, 
near ^e summit,’throughout the year (“), though 
the weather .was perfectly clear, with the sun 
shining all the time, and the heat was oppres- 
sive. 

November 3. Monday, the morning was foggy 
but calm, and the sun breaking out with force at 
times, we hoped the haze would clear away and 
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that we should have fjne weather; we accordingly 
proceeded on our return to Tripoli, hut had not 
gone *far when we met some peasants retitrning 
to their village, after having inade an inclfectual 
attempt* lo d'oss Lebanon, where they «ald we 
should meet with very bad weather, and much 
snow. In fact) the N. E. wind began shortly to 
blow with violence and excessively cold, with such 
heavy showers of sleet, snow, and rain, that we 
were*obliged to take shelter in a cave at the foot 
of the mountain for the whole 'day. We found 
here many peasants, who had made ineffectual 
attempts to cross, but as we had a difficulty in 
getting room, for our horses, the cave being small 
and nearly filled before we arrived, we removed 
to a larger though more exposed one, being little 
more than a projecting cleft of the rock, where 
we got ourselves and our horses, also under a 
roof, and made a large fire for the night (’t). 
The next morning being fine we began to- ascend; 
the peasants with their cattle were unwilling to 
make the first trial, as they knew it WQiild.:be 
difficult to find the road on account of. the depth 
of snow ; at the same time they were .aware that 
the second party could always profit by the traces of 
the first. We met with no difficulty until we came 
-nearly to the top, when losing the road, the snow 
being very deep, and the sides of the mountain 
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our horses all fell with us^ and were partly 
hui^ied ; being obliged to dismount, we had 'con- 
siderable trouble in reaching the summit: the 
cold was excessive, and having on loose linen 
Taricish .breeches, and shoes without '^ny stock- 
hags, we felt it severely. In descei/ding the op- 
posite side, the snow was also vesy deep, and wc 
iSaund it adviseable to push on*lest we should be 
caught in a fog, which the appearance of the 
weather seemed to threaten; we reached Eden in 
safety about two in the afternoon ; the weather 
had again set in thick and hazy ; shortly after 
we began to descend. We were informed at 
Eden that the bishop had publicly offered up 
prayers for our safety, and that people are pro- . 
hibited from crossing Lebanon after the first of 
November ; but I much doubt the truth of the . 
latter assertion ; none of us received any injury 
by- the weather except Mr. Mazoliere’s servant, 
whose legs were much chapped and cracked by 
the' cold, he having never been in the snow before. 

. . On Wednesday, November 5, with fine weather, 
we returned to Tripoli ; the natives of Aden with 
their wives, children, and baggage, descending at 
the same time; the first part of the descent was in 
some places so steep and difficult, that we observed 
the peasants held on by the tails of their horses 
to prevent them from falling. On our arrival at 
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Tripoli, Ire understood that they also had expe- 
rienced very bad weather on the coast. YoUng 
Mazdliere was very civil, he supplied us with 
accommodation, and an excellent supper the first 
time w 9 stop]^ed at Aden ; but on ourTeturn, his 
relations had retired from thye place. We got 
delightful wine there; that- of Lebanon Ims 
always been esteemed, even in the time of the 
Bible (see Hosea, xiv. 7). We were treated 
with the greatest kindness by the Padre Hermc^ 
nigilfio, and we dined one day with the consul, 
when we found that Mr. Bankes had sent his trunk 
there from Cyprus, previous to his own arrival. 
Wet weather detained us at Tripoli until the 
afternoon of the ninth of November, when we 
went as far as the nahr El-Bered, or Cold River- 
We passed the night in a khan, a place appro- 
priated to the use of travellers, which Maundrell 
very well describes in the first and second pages of 
his book. The map places here a village named 
Orthosa, the site of the ancient Orthosia,’but' 
there is nothing now about the nahr El-Bered but 
the khan above alluded to. There is a difiiculty, 
in some instances, to distinguish -Roman ruins 
from these khans, as both the Romans and the 
Turks seetu alike partial to the mode of building 
with arches. The next day we went as far as 
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.T&rtosaj nearly opposite the island df Ruad, 
where stood the famous city of Aradus. There 
are -Roman remains at each of these places ; the 
walls Tortosa .are constructed on the ancient 
fo^dation cut in the rock, and the femaias of the 
casile after you enter the gates are ancient. There 
lare also some old sepulchral caves hy the road side ; 
they serve to shew that the Romans, as well as the 
Egyptians, had burial places of this description ; 
but the difference of climate between this country 
and Egypt has destroyed all remains of stucco 
or painting, if ever they were thus decorated, 
which we have reason to believe they were, as Mr. 
Bankes told us he saw a Roman caye with fresco 
painting in it near Saida. ^The island of Rua'd, 
. according to Maundrell, is the Arvad, Arpad, or 
Arphad in scripture (see EzekieJ, xxvii. Jere- 
miah, xlix. Isaiah, x. 3 Kings, xviii. and xix. 
and Genesis, x.). In the first of these, it appears 
that Arvad and Sidon supplied the fleets of Tyre 
with seamen. 

.. November 1 1. We went as far as the nahr 
El-Mulk, which having crossed by a bridge, we 
stopped for the' night at a village about half an 
hour’s distance from the river, the huts of which 
appeared to be temporary habitations, being con- 
structed of reeds and straw, there are Roman 
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ruins at 'the mouth <jf the nahr El-Mulk.'; . We 
had hitherto been always in the habit of sleeping 
in the open air, when we arrived at an Arab 
village in the night; but now, the numth of 
Novembfif being far advanced, we wished to 
discontinue the practice, and .accordingly asked 
for shelter, which was refused, unless each of us 
four would consent to sleep in a separate haln- 
tation. This we knew was the place were 
Monsr. Boutin, the French traveller, was killed^ 
and not being pleased with this mode of pro- 
ceeding, the natives assuring us that they could 
not find room for all four in one hut, we 
bivouacked in the open air as usual, the night 
being fine and clear. The following morning 
we found, close to where we slept, an empty, 
uninhabited hut, which appeared to have done 
duty as a bam ; our heads were against one end 
of it, and had they any civility, they might have 
offered it to us. In tlie night a man came ixi 
endeavour to persuade us not to lie where we 
were, saying, that the wolves would destroy, us; 
we, however, had more apprehension of .the twin 
legged wolves stealing some of bur things, and 
told our informer we had our fire arms ready, and 
should keep a good look out for i^iese animals. 
In the morning our bread and part of a ham 
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which Padre Hermenigildo had given -us were 
nvissing, but we suspected the dogs, with which 
all A«ab yillages abound, had taken our meat, 
for pork is an abomination to the Turks. 

November 12. In the afternoom w4 (reached 
X<atachia. Two hpurs from where Ve slept is 
Jel^e, the ancient Gabala, where are Roman 
ruins, the principal of which is the remains of 
a fine theatre at the north side of the town. 
The whole journey from Tripoli, with one ex- 
ception in the neighbourhood of Markab, a 
village inclosed in ani^t fortifications, and 
seated on the top of a square mountain, near 
which the coast is rocky, is along a vast rich 
plain at the foot of the Ansanar mountains, 
which are of no considerable height, and are 
said to be inhabited by Pagan tribes; the plain 
is watered by many rivers, and there are also 
several torrents now dry. These rivers are 
generally pretty, their banks are covered with 
’myrtle, oleander, wild vine, fig, &c. Though 
Ihe soil- is rich it is very partially cultivated 
and thinly peopled; the principal produce near 
Jebilee is cotton, which the natives were gathering 
in as we passed. The city of Latahcia was 
founded! by Si|leucus Nicator, under the name of 
Laodicea, in honour of his mother; he also 
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founded three other qjities in this neighbourhood, 
viz. Selucia, now Suadeah; Antioch; and Apar 
meia, ' now Famiah. Latachia is seated oi» the 
N. W. side of Cape Ziaret, an elevated pro- 
jection oi;‘ thd coast; in the neighbourhood are 
gardens planted with olives, .figs, &c. in the 
manner of all > the towns of Syria. The -peit, 
which is half an hour’s distance from the town> fs 
very small, but it is better sheltered than ainy 
we have seen on this coast. There is a fine old 
castle* projecting into the sea at the point of a 
bed of rocks; the Marina is built upon founda- 
tidUsof ancient columns. There are, in the town of 
Latachia, ffihpld gate-way and other antiquities; 

“ there axe also sepulchral cm^es in the nmghbourhood, 
but as they have no paintings, we did not think it 
worth while to visit them. Mount Lebanon was in 
sight the whole way from Tripoli, and was the 
only mountain on which we could see snow; 
Mount Cassius was before us. The Christia'n 
natives of Latachia and of all the pashalic of 
Aleppo to the north of Latacha, are mostly of 
the Greek church, speaking the Arabic language; 
but I must refer you to Volney for a general 
description of the different tribes and religious 
sects that inhabit Syria; as he deail^ largely 
scientifically on the subject. WO lodged at the 
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house of the English agent, Signor Moses Elias, 
a, very excellent man. We were detained here 
tin tl)p fifteenth, by the intrigues of the* Arab 
cotiductor, who fleeted to be unwell, and who 
htifl previously at Acre, Bayrutlr, a'iul other 
tried all in jhis power to oblige us to send 
^^.and the horses back to Jaffa,- thus occasion- 
ing us. a good deal of trouble and inconvenience. 

November 16 . We went as far as the village 
of Candele; the road was along a fine plain 'until 
we came near it, when crossing some hilils we 
descended into the Valley of that name. The 
.village is seated amongst the sand hills to the 
west of the vale, and we had some difficulty in 
'finding it. The next day we were continually 
passing over hills richly wooded, with numerous 
hanow intricate roads, which occasioned us to 
^Ibse our way several times, by which means we 
.lost so much time, that the night had set in, 
without our finding the village of Lour dee, 
whither We were bound; and we were on the 
»^int -o!^ giving 'up the search, and bivouacking 
in thee wood, when luckily some dogs barking, in- 
dicated to us the vicinity of the place, which is in 
an elevated situation, and immediately by the side 
of the highegipinnacle of Mount Cassius, in the 
middle of a plain. 






Novemjber J 8. We were employed in descending 
the north side of these mountains, the scenery 
still continuing woody and wild; we this day also 
lost our way several times. In the afternoon we 
reached the bpnks of the Orontes, at the ' place 
where commences the picturesque part of the 
river, and, immediately below the spot where the 
chart was marked, the site of the " city .and 
groves of Daphne.” Mr. Barker has visited the 
site, and from him we learn that there are still 
to be ^een the grand sources of water which com- 
posed the celebrated fountiun; In some instances, 
Mr^ B. says, the water boils up as thick as a man’s 
body, and that jet d'eaux might be made here of 
‘ that thickness, of upwards of fifty feet high. We 
now began to follow the banks of the river, and 
were astonished at the beauty of the scenery, fajr ; 
surpassing any thing we expected to see in Syria, ; 
and, indeed, any thing we had witnessed even 
in Switzerland, though we walked '.nine hundred' 
miles in that country, and saw most of its*;- 
beauty. The river, from the time we^began' 
to trace its banks, ran continual!^ betwee'!a;,ttiro' 
high Mils, winding and turning intne^antly ; at ' 
times the road led along precipices in the rocks, 
looking down perpendicularly on the^river. The 
luxuriant variety of foliag i was prodigious, and 
the rich green myrtle, which was very plentiful. 


Q 
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contrasted with the colour, of the road, the soil of 
wliich Was a dark-red gravel, made us imagine 
we were riding through pleasure-grounds. The 
laurel, Jaurestinus, bay-tree, fig-tree, wild vine, 
phme-tree, English sycamore, arbuCus,',both com- 
mon and andrachnc, dwarf oak, &c. were scat- 
tered in all directions. At times the road was 
ovmhung with rocks, covered with ivy ; the 
moutlut of caverns also presented themselves, and 
gave a wildness to the scene ; and the perpen- 
dicular cliffs jutted into the river upwards of three 
hundred feet high, forming corners round which 
the waters ran in a most romantic manner; ;md. 
on one occasion the road wound^ round a deep 

bay thus 

selves immediately opposite the spot we had so 
recently passed, it appeared that we had crossed 
the river. We descended at times into plains 
cultivated with mulberry plantations and vines, 
and prettily studded with picturesque cottages. 
The occasional shallows of the river keeping up a 
perpetual roaring, completed the beauty of this 
delightful scene, which lasted about two hours, 
when we entered the plain of Suadeah, where the 
river becomes of a greater breadth, and runs in as 
straight a line as a canal. By the time we en- 
tered the plain it had become moon-light, and 
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we had difficulty in finding Suadeah. A peasant 
at last shewed us a place where the river is fordable 
just up to the horses bellies, for there is po budge. 
We found Suadeah to be a straggling village, con^ 
sisting o^jincoiinected cottages, situated in aj^atn 
chiefly inclosed with mulberry and lemon planta- 
tions. We put up at a house appropriated fear tlie 
use of travellers iti genera^ and which we found 
the best place we have yet met with. The sonba^dl 
of the’placc,- a sort of petty governour, was in the 
housef and treated us with wonderful civility, or- 
dering us a good supper, feeding our horses, and 
fin^ithe morning he refused to let us pay a para;- 
and whatever^ may be the generally received 
character of the Turks, we have always met from 
them the greatest civility and attention. All he 
asked For was a little gunpowder ; we gave him a 
little, but had unfortunately given nearly all our 
stock to young Mazoliere at Tripoli. 

November Ifl. In the morning we pursued 
our journey towards Antioch, being in a hurry,, 
and understanding that the ruins of the ancient 
Seleucia, which are near the sea, (Suadeah being 
half an hour’s distance from it) possess no pairticu- 
lar interest. The weather turned out very wet this 
day, and after we had been on route about three 
hours, being two hours* distance from Antioch, we 
perceived some cottages, and being thoroughly wet. 
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tin-oil, 4*li and all,, we requested shelter. 

Tlw two first cottage.s had only women in them, 
whose husbands being absent, they did not dare 
receive -^:is ; at the third we went to, the men Avere 
Avilling to admit us, but the woiJien would not 
hear* of it, and expressed their refusal in a violent 
^and ill-natured manner ; during the time we were 
soliciting a shelter, was it only in a cow-house, 
the rain was pouring in torrents, and we making 
a pitiable appearance, being perfectly soaked. See- 
ing no intreaty could succeed, we gave them the 
kat-ack-harack, the Arab expression of thanks, 
'an tried another cottage, where we were .'.id-. 
mitted without the least ^hesitatiop. These cot-, 
tages are long buildings of a single rooip ; the 
cattle occupy one end, and human inhabitants the 
other. They have extensive plantations of young 
mulberries for the silk-worms, and looms for 
manufacturing their produce. The occupants 
' of the hut, who consisted of the proprietor, his 
' mother, ’wife, brother, and children, were of that 
tribe of Mahomedans which Volney designates as 
Turkmeirr they were uncommonly kind, placing 
us near a large fire, giving us good beds and 
coverlids, and making us join them in a humble 
supper of doura and wheat boiled. It rained a 
great deal the whole night, and we were detained 
till noon on the following day, when we pro- 
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ceeded to Antioch, giving these people eleven 
piastres, and a double gold Napolean, value forty^ 
four piastres, as an ornament for the wife, be- 
sides paying for the horses, cor.p, &c. Tlie’ wo- 
men in country ornament themselves with 
money according to their circumstances; the 
poorer class with paras, and the higher order#., 
with sequins of eleven piastres each, and gold 
roubces of two and a half each. We gave this 
present as much to reward the goodness of our 
host and his wife, as to make the ladies in the 
other cottage vexed and ashamed of themselves. 
rW« also thought that a few piastres thus dis- 
(posed of might benedt other travellers coming 
•after us, and who might find themselves in the 
same predicament. Antioch is beautifully situated 
on the’ left bank of the Orontes, at the foot of a 
hill ; there is a good-looking bridge over the 
river, and some of the heights are picturesque.' 
The present town, which is a miserable cme, doe.s 
not occupy more than one-eighth part of the* 
space included by the old walls, which have a.' - 
fine, venerable appearance, having, square towers 
every hundred yards, with occasional turrets 
for looking out ; these are the works of the 
Roman and Greek emperors. Antioch is said 
to have contained between eight and nine 
hundred thousand inhabitants. 'Flic plain of 
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Antioch is considerably elevated above that of 
Snadei 2 ,h. We were concerned to find ourselves 
at Anjioch without having visited the ruins of 
thttcitirand groyes of Daphne, but this was im- 
possible without a guide, and thc>e w‘ivs no pro- 
(fbrtng one. Tba houses of Antioch, Suadeah* 

' Xiourdee, and their neighbourhood, are roofed and 
tiled, without terracefs, dlfferihg in that respect 
from most of the towns of Syria. There are 
many sepulchral caves in the side of the hill at the 
back of Antioch. This town is celebrated-in the 
Acts of the Apostles, xiii. “ Paul and Barnabas 
■embark at Seleucia (the present Suadeah, andtthe^ 
port of Antioch) for Cyprus;” at Antioch we wertJ : 
lodged in a khan. 

November 22. We went as far as Gesir 
Adid, four hours’ distance, near a bridge oVer the 
Orontes. Our road was through a barren plain, 
bounded to the north by mountains, with a view of 
the lake called Aggi Deng^ at their foot. Rain 
• prevented our leaving this place till noon on the 
following day, when we went as far as a place 
called Bourkee, the site of a Roman town of con- 
siderablo dimensions ; the ancient sepulchral caves 
of which are cut in the side of the mountains, and 
serve the present natives for their habitations. 
We took up our abode in an old, deserted mill, in 
ruins, and which a small rivulet had served to turn. 
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November S3. Wp passed over some rocky 
hills into the plain of Alaks, supposed to 1)^. .that 
in which Aurelian conquered Zenobii^.- 'Wie 
passed many sites of ancient towns, castles, twks, 
temples, ^c. aU of the lower empire, and very ua<r 
interesting; on one occasion we counted eleven 
sites in a rich* plain, with a fine loamy soih 
now left desoIate*^ and uninhabited. So 
for the Turkish government, and their mode of 
encoui'aging agriculture, the arts, &c.! The east- 
ern part, however, of the plain of Alaks, which 
is nearest Aleppo, has a few villages, the inha- 
/bitants of which, in considerable numbers, were 
Wlecting theiy cotton as we passed them. .We 
'Stopped at Tourneen, vthe easternmost of the vil- 
lages above alluded to. 

November 25. About three in the afternoon 
we arrived at Aleppo, passing through an open 
country, with a thin surface of soil, well 
tilled in most parts, but destitute of trees or 
variety, as indeed is the case all the way from 
Antioch. We had been recommended by our 
departed friend and adviser Sheikh Ibrahim, to 
take the route to the northward of Ag^ Dengis, 
as it would have conduct^ us to the mountains 
and ruins of St. Simon, which, however, are all of 
the lower empire, and, as we have since learnt. 
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totally uninteresting, being very like those M'.e 
saw by the road we went. We have further 
re&s'ohto rejoice in having taken the road we did, 
as the Curds who inhabit the mountains were 

t 

M rebellion against the pashaw, v^'ho had sent a 
military force to •quell them shortly before our 
arrival ; we have since heard "that the chiefs 
escaped, but example has been made by the 
death of about twenty of th prisoners, some of 
whom, I am sorry to say, are .> pposed to have 
been innocent. The pashaw hearing this, 'is said 
to have been much affected, and recalled his 
troops, saying, that as the chiefs had escaped, atid^ 
the natives had submitted, he did not wish the^ 
business to be carried any ferther. 

On arriving at Mr. Barker’s, the consul general, 
we found Mr. Bankes there, and were glad of 
the opportunity of meeting this celebrated and 
indefatigable traveller; he was on his way to 
revisit Egypt and Nubia, having some idea of 
penetrating from the second cataract into Abys- 
sinia. We mutually gave each other all the 
information we possessed ; Mr. B. on Asia Minor 
and Greece, and we on Egypt and Nubia. He 
paid us the compliment to say he wished he 
could contrive that we might travel together, as 
he heard we were the only travellers he had met 
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that go after his method. We found him a most 
sensible and entertaining person ; he has •, noi\ 
been five years on his travels. 

December 22. We still remain waiting for 
the arrival oi' the Sukne caravan, which brings 
kali from that place to Aleppti, from which it is 
five days’ distaifce^ and Palmyra is two more d&ys’ 
off. The kindness au have experienced in this 
hospipble mansion, merits our sincere gratitude. 
I;fear we shaM In a little spoiled when we turn out 
for Palmyra in a new Arab costume ; for here, 
independent of the society of Mr. B. and his 
' aftiiable family, we have had every comfort and 
^ luxury we could imagine. Our amusements have 
* varied in the most delightful manner, sometimes 
we w^nt out shooting, the gardens near Aleppo 
abounding iu woodcocks, &:c.; twenty a day is 
not thought very good sport : I have killed alto- 
gether one dozen, but never more than three in 
one day. We coursed the gazelle and hare alter- 
nately, the greyhounds in this country being very 
swift and strong. W'e were indulged one day' with 
a hawking scene. The cheapness and ple'nty of 
game is astonishing ; every day we have had either, 
woodcocks, or partridges, wild-geese, or ducks, 
teal, the bustard, or wild turkey, joli notes, &c. 
and to crown all, the porcupine, which is a deli- 
cious animal, resembling both in appearance and 
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taste, the pig and hare. \ye thought the flesh of 
the gazelle well flavoured, although Bruce abuses 
it ; tha white species is supposed to be the best. The 
porcupine inhabits holes in the rocks, and they are 
SQ quick of hearing, that it is very difficult to shoot 
them, as they never quit their holes till dark, and 
even then with the greatest circumspection ; the 
people wait patiently^ for hours in the cold, near 
the holes, till the animal makes its appearance ; 
they commit much mischief in the gardens near 
the city. We had an idea of visiting B&gdad', 
for the purpose of seeing the ruins of Babylon, 
but as Mr. Massick, the Dutch consul here, had/ 
recently received a letter on the ^ very subject,^ 
from a friend, wherein mention was made that- 
there is nothing whatever to be seen, we gave it 
up, as also did Mr. Bankes, who had the same 
intention; 1 inclose you the copy of the letter. 
Mr. Barker has resided nineteen years as consul 
general in this place, and we find his advice and 
assistance of the .greatest use. As we came into 
this- country with only one hundred and fifty 
pounds, which Mr. Salt supplied us on our bills, 
we had made up our minds to return to Cairo, to 
get our letter of credit, and also to increase our 
stock of money for Asia Minor, Greece, &c. but 
Mr. Barker imagining some such motive was the 
cause of our intended return to Egypt, most 
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kindly anticipated us , on this head, and without 
our even hinting the subject, insisted on supplying 
us with whatever money or letters of credit we 
wanted; this will entirely preyent the n^ssity 
of our gping -'to Egypt again, and will assist us 
much. I shall say nothing of either Aleppo or 
its environs, reserving thrf for the subject of a 
future letter. We dre \mxious to have done 
with travelling in the Mahomedan countries, 
"^d dgain to enjoy the comforts of Switzerland 
and italy. There is a great sameness in all 
Turkish towns, and the want of inns, theatres, 
> museums, picture galleries, libraries, promenades, 
^ evening parties, and the ever handy and comfort- 
• able cafF^, are privations which an European 
must ever regret. We have a^ firman from the 
Grand Seignior coming from Constantinople, Mr. 
Barker having written for it on our arrival here ; 
it will be useful in Asia Minor. . . 

December 24. The caravan from Sukne 
arrived this day, and we shall soon be off. We 
are to send the outlines of our tour to Lord 
Belmore for his guidance, but this we defer, till 
we get to Palmyra. His lordship very kindly 
offered us a passage in his brig to any parts 
which might lie in his way, should we be enabled 
to embark with him from Syria; but there is 
no chance of this. 
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December ay. We weif* to have set off this 
evening for Palmyra, by nay of Suknc, when a 
merchant from Bagdad, a great friend of Mr. 
Barker’s happeiiiug to drop in, strongly dissuaded 
us from, the measure, and urged t6,go by the 
■way of Hamah or» Homs, as the Annasee Arabs 
are in the neigldjouri'ood of Palmyra. We had 
thought the cold had^ driven them to the south- 
ward, towards the banks of the Euphrates, but as 
it appears there yet remain two tribes of 'them, 
Homs is recommended as the best place tc; start 
from. In consequence we propose moving from 
hence in two or three days for Damascus, visiting 
Palmyra on our way ; this will be f considerable^ 
saving of time to us. 
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Departure from Aleppo to Scrmein. — Marak.-^Hamah, 
—Homs. — Ca7np of Mahannak. — Talmyra . — Return 
"ZAo /[oms.— Arrival at Damascus. 

a 

lu the Convent of Damascls, February 17, 1818. 

In my last letter from Aleppo, I think I mentioned 
that we were ^oing to Palmyra by way of Sukne. 
We found, however, that the natives of that place 
were not capable of conducting us with safety to 
Tadnior, and that, moreover, they asked as high a 
price as we had any idea of giving to the Arjibs, 
whose protection would have insured -the .accom- 
plishment of our object. Thus circumstanced we . 
prepared for our departure for Hamah; which place - 
as well as Homs is only four days’ distant from Pal- 
myra, and we had sanguine expectations of sue- . 
ceeding in our project from either one or the other 
of these towns ; besides the chance I have just no- 
ticed, we had two other strings to our bow, viz. to 
push on to Cariateen, which is only one day from 
Tadmor, and thence to' steal there before the 
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Arabs were aware of our. intention; or to take 
Turkish post-horses aiul an escort from Damascus, 
an^go in spite of tlie Arabs; this last plan, hoAv- 
cvidP, Vould have been a very expensive one. But 
before I proceed further, I shall /^dd'^^ii few rc- 
ijiiarks upon Aleppo. The city is pleasantly 
situated iu a hollow kocrounded by sloping hills, 
which are very uuhi'ierekting,' having no trees, 
iuid the land having no inclosures. The houses 
of Aleppo are built of stone ; the • stree'ts 
narrow and ill paved, except the Bazars «vvhicii 
are all roofed over with arches of the same con- 
struction as the houses, and are lighted from ' 
above. Thus you can walk all over the town on;^ 
the terraces of^ the houses ; the arches I have ' 

. mentioned connecting the streets one with the 
other. The Franks avail themselves of this mode 
of communication to visit each other during the 
time of the plague; we made visits half a mile 
■distant in. this manner. The Franks and Chris- 
tians have their separate quarters here, the same 
• as in all Turkish towns. The city is surrounded 
with .gardehs, watered by small rivulets drawn 
from the main stream which supplies the town. 
We visited some Turkish houses, and were much 
struck with the beauty of the cielings of the 
apartments, which are decorated by Persian 
artists; they are very curiously gilded and 
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painted, but to describe them in writing would 
be .difficult and uninteresting. The decorations 
in carve-work, on the doors and window-frajj^S, 
arc also extremely curious. We assisted fUr. 
Bankes in' tracing some of them from copies on 
paper which were lent him.' The neat private 
steam-baths and founta’*i>-‘^c worthy of notice. 
The society of Aleppilf i.'-^good: the men and 
women make separate parties to the baths, where 
"they ftave coffee and refreshments, and pass the 
oveniBg. The walls of the city resemble those 
at Antioch; Volney describes the castle and 
other particulars, and as a description of a town 
is at best but^a dry subject, I shall refer you to 
*him for further particulars. The neighbourhood 
of Aleppo abounds in game, and we were struck . 
with admiration at the neat and cleanly appear- 
ance of the butcher’s shops, which are equal to 
those of London.j 

January 3. We started for Hamah, our kind- ' 
and estimable host, together with his brother, ac^ 
companying us on horseback for two hours outr 
side the town. Such had beeh his ..solicitude 
in our behalf that he furnished us with letters to 
Selim, the govemour’s secretary at Hamah, and 
to Scander, the secretary to the motsellim of 
Homs ; he likewise gave us a strong letter of re- 
commendation to Hadgi Hassan, an elderly Turk 
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al Homs, who has great dealings with the 'Arabs. 
All these people were requested to render us every 
assistance in their power to get to Palmyra. We 
had besides other^ letters from Mr. Barker to the 
Saraffs of the pashaw of Damascus, ^rgh^ them to 
assist us in getting post-horses, should we be 
obliged to go in that jyner ,in addition to these, 
he gave us letters to Acre, Cyprus, and Smyrna ; 
to Sir Robert and Lady Liston, and to several 
other people at Constantinople. He lent Uo 
Maundrell’s Travels in Syria, and a good n^ap u. 
Asia Minor and Greece, and furnished ns with 
money. 

At sun-set we stopped at the khan Touman, a '< 
spacious lodging, but which was filled to excess . 
with the caravans for Damascus and Latachia. 
On the following morning we proceeded at day- 
light in company with them, our road lying over 
■naked plaii^ .partly cultivated. ^ About three in 
the afternoon- we stopped at Sermein; there are 
several -villages in this quarter, and a few clumps 
of olives, otherwise the country is destitute of 
wood. Mount Cassius, whose summit was by this 
time covered with snow, was in sight on our 
right. 

January i. We proceeded at sun-rise, intend- 
ing to go with the Latachia caravan as far as 
Shogher, and thence follow up the banks of the 
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Orontes to Hamah ; but being late, and seeing a 
cacavan on our left, we branched out in that di-’ 
rection, joined it, and found that they were in the 
straight road to Hamah, and ’that they were 
bound to^^iat ^lace and^Daraascus ? we therefore 
continued with them. ^LlJdu'h ten we passed a 
ruined square TunsAhVi^^-^ss enclosing a vil- 
lage. Many of thestf placed, on the skirts of the 
desert, are walled in, as one would suppose to afibrd 
protection agains* the Arabs. Shortly after 
tv^emrt a very extensive caravan, being part of the 
hadj or pilgrimage to Mecca on their return from 
‘Damascus — an interesting sight; they had the green' 
flag, the propl\et’s banner, flying (‘®). There were 
few cs^mels, the fmimals being mostly horses and 
mules, and having all bells attached to them, they 
made a merry, ringing noise (’®). There Were' 
amongst them several tackterwans, the only specie^ 
of vehicle in the ^st, which supplies the place-'of • 
four wheel carriages; we had seen ofte of them in 
the great Morocco hadj, which arrived' at' Cario.' 
in September last; it resembled a' sedaft chair, 
supported before and behind, with horses instead 
of men ; but those which we saw this day differed 
from it, one being a species of tent-bed placed cross- 
way on the back of a mule, and the other resemb" 
ling two childs’ cradles, fitted like panniers on the 
bock of a camel. These tackterwans are enclosed 
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with curtains, aiul are j'cncrally used by women 
or sick people. Nearly the whole of this and the 
next day, we passed divisions of the hadj ; all the 
animals were laden with some private venture of 
the pilgrims, *as thp^ always mal^ a tsommerce 
of this expedition; if vu’ read Volney you will 

see in what t ei vlie Turks hold the 

t % 

man who has made a hadj. They have an old 
adage among them to this purport, Beware of 
thy neighbour if- he has made a hadj ; but -if-.’ 
has made two, quickly prepare to leave thy 
house the keenness with which all the peasants, 
"near the khans bargain for every thing they sell' 
seems to agree with this remark.. We saw this 
day some few Roman ruins, and larcophagi. form- 
ed of the stone of the country, apparently^ of the 
lower empire. At two P. M. we stopped for the 
night atMarah, and slept in a very good khan. The 
ensuing morning we proceeded: as before. Leba- 
non, now 'a mass of snow, lay before us ; and Mount 
Cassius was shut in by the northern extremity 
of the' Ansarian mountains. We passed several 
sites of ancient towns, tanks, sarcophagi, &c. 
every thing much dilapidated and uninteresting, 
excepting that they served to shew that the 
neighbourhood was better peopled in former 
times than it is at present. The country was 
stdl nothing but open plains, without a single 



sYllIA. 


243 


l.HTTEK ni. I 

tree, being inhabited by nmneroiLs gazelles, par- 
tridges, hares, bustards. See. We passed the* 
night at Khan Shekune situated near an arti- 
ficial hill, several of which we had seen during the 
day; th^ resVnbled tl^se |in Salisbury Plain, 
and other parts of EnjsdShd. . We found the khan 
good,’ but very Fuyi« occasioned by the 

return of the hadj ajroady mentioned. 

Jaiyiary 7. Our road was still through open 
V partially cultivated, par^lel with the range 
of the* Ansariian mountains; Lebanon and Anti- 
'^Lebanon in sight before us; about three in the 
afternoon we arrived at Hamah. The ap- 
proach for tha last hour was pretty enough, de- 
'scendmg into a\vale through which the Orontes- 
. takes a winding course, the banks of which are 
cultivated, wooded, and laid out occasionally in 
gardens on one side, with perpendicular chalky 
cliffs in some palts on the other. Here are 
immense wheels or sackeys turned by the stream 
of the river, to raise the water for the irrigation of 
the soil. Hamah is the Epiphania of the Greeks 
and Romans, though it is, no doubt; the site of 
the ancient Hamath mentioned in various parts of 
scripture (*’), together with Damascus, Lebanon, 
and other contiguous places, it took its name 
•from the sons of Canaan, fourth son of Ham, 
the son of Noah, which makes it of very high 
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antiquity. Hamah is deiightfully situated in 
a hollow, between and on the sides of two 
hills, near the west bank of the Orontes, but in 
itself presents nothing worthy of notice at this 
day. We took up i?ur q^iarters in/b khan, and as 
these buildings in* the j-jYvns.dittcr considerably 
from those on the roy d } will give you a 
description of the former. * kc the latter, they 
surround an open square, but are diflerently 
constructed, bei^g meant for travellers and^pi ^ 
chants to lodg# in during the time they remain 
in the towns to dispose of their merchandise, or 
settle any private affairs they may have to trans- ' 
act; whereas the khans on the ro^d side are only 
intended for a night’s lodging, (ind security for* 
the traveller and his animals. In these the 
squares are formed in open piazzas in which men 
and animals indiscriminately take up their abode, 
there being no division into ap<l rtments, cells, or 
any detoched chamber whatever ; for this accom- 
modation no 'payment is required. The khans in the 
towns, instead of the open piazzas, are furnished all 
round with two stories of small apartments, each 
chamber, or rather cell, being about twelve feet 
square, with a door (the key of which is given 
you), and an iron-barred window with wooden 
shutters but no glass. 1 suspect they were ori- 
ginally intended as a gratuitous lodging for tra- 
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vellers, the same as tThosc on the high-roads an^ 
in‘ the villages, hut as they have only one small 
entrance, and are thereby the most secure places 
in tl\e towjis, the lower rooms are generally filled 
with merlhandfee of theV'^^fent resident proprie- 
tors. In front of '•hp»i'.vf»i;e^'’-5«bed piazzas for the 
horses, mules, &c/ 4 ^. ilnd^aTso a balcony or ter- 
race, with wooder^railing, fronting the upper 
row ^f cells, which are all totally unfurnished, 
nothing but bare walls and for a mat to 
lie on, cooking utensils, fuel, these must be 
^ the care of the occupier. There is a porter whg 
generally rents the khan, and in the day time 
attends the gdte, which is locked up at night ; he 
make's his prof^ by the fees from travellers, and 
■ also by the merchandize which is lodged within. 
We paid two piastres (is. 5cl.) for admittance, or 
as it is termed fonthe key of our room, four paras 
(one penny Englilh) per day for the lodging, and 
one para per day for each horse. As for provision 
we always got that from the market, and' cooked 
in our own room, making excellent soup, roast, 
&c. Our principal meat was mutton, as the 
Turks do not eat much beef, and therefore it is 
never good. While at Hamah we received a 
letter from Mr. Barker by an express messenger 
from Aleppo, together with a firman from the 
grand Seignior, which Mr. B. had written for to 



Sir Robert Liston shortly alPter our arrival in the 
latter end of NovenibcM-. This firman empowers us 
to go with four servants through Syria, Cyprus, 
the islands of ^the Archi])elago, Smyrna, Adana, 
Karaman, Karauiss;^' ■ •^'utava, Brofissa, and 
from thence to ; we are to be 

treated in the mosT^fraiiit^:* manner, offered 
every assistance, security, ana protection, accord- 
ing to the imperial capitulations, and furyished 
with all necessary, escorts whenever occasi:>x^m..y 
require. We witnessed a melancholy scene the few 
last days we were here: there arrived one evening , 
four shabby-looking, ill-dressed Turks, attired some- 
what like soldiers, and an elde^ knave better 
clad, though no better looking ^an the o'thers. 
These people brought with then^ eleven Georgian 
girls, the remnant of between forty and fifty, as 
We were informed, whom they .had stolen or kid- 
■napped from their parents orr the confines of 
Georgia ; they were brought to be sold as slaves 
or mistresses ,to such wealthy Turks as could 
afford to bid high sums for such unfortunate 
\ictims. These poor girls were lodged in the 
cells contiguous to ours; they were mostly 
between fifteen and twenty years of age ; two 
were younger, being about twelve. They were 
all exceedingly pretty, with black sparkling eyes, 
rosy cheeks, long black hair, and very fair com- 
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plexions, giving a rory strong contradiction to 
the account whicli Volncy writes of the Georgian 
and Circassian women, where he says “ that their 
faipe for beauty arises more from the fancy of 
travellersy hei^jjitened th^ difiicMlty they ha,ve 
always found to get j^^-^ght "ftf them, than from 
any real merit dieY^fes''-ics'i Tua tRis respect.” The 
prices which wcrc^emanded and offered for 
these girls, is the best proof of the estimation in 
i'vicjj. they are held by the Turks, especially 
when'it is known that these people are allowed a 
plurality of wives. We were present at the 
bidding for one girl by a rich Turk, when fourteen 
purses, each ^urse being five hundred piastres 
^ 18 /.), were demanded, and although he offered 
ten, they would not abate one para; the poor 
girl, who was aw)ut fifteen, standing up all the 
while, and hearing the disputes about her pur- 
chase. They W{|’e all taken out four different 
times, and conducted through the town to the 
rich Turkish houses to be viewed arid bid for, the 
same as any other merchandize ; ■ and jOn tvvo oc- 
casions considerable parties of the principal inha- 
bitants came to our khan, and examined and bid 
for the unhappy creatures at the door of their 
cells ; they being obliged to stand up in a row, 
while their several merits were discussed by the 
rival bidders. We saw several candidates for 
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purcliusing, of upwards of fifty years of age, 
^hile the friendless object of liis choice was only 
fifteen. The diet of these poor unfortunates, 
considering their sex, was of a character with the 
rest of their tfeatm^t, o'jnsistingchnly »of a loaf 
of bread and a small piemtmf cjieese twice a day; 
and although we oranges, at only 

two paras (a halfpenny) eacnUwe never saw one 
amongst them all. Whenever the owners went_ 
abroa4 they locked their charge up in thfi,,<\elhi»^ 
and dialed away the key. Being returned from 
one of their tours through the town, we heard 
some bitter lamenting in the cell next to ours, anil 
fohird that it proceeded from one ^f the young 
girls being about to be sold, ai^ consequently 
separated from her sister and co^npanions. , The 
mode of conducting these girls fiwm town to town 
is on horseback ; in this manrt jr they had been 
brought from Georgia, being exposed for sale at 
all the principal towns as they came along; they 
were, now- destined for Damascus, where it was 
thought- a good mart would be found for them ; 
they set out on their melancholy Journey two 
days before we did. Bruce has given some ac- 
count of the Georgian and Circassian women, 
which you can read and compare with this ; I 
think in this instance he comes much nearer the 
triiMi than Volney. 
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Nothing else of consequence occurring while 
we were at Hamah, excepting our negociations 
with the Arabs, in order to reach Pahnyra, I 
shall now describe them ; shortly after arriving, 
our Maltese itUerpreter^in convoying our letter 
of introduction to Selim gH’crnour's secretary, 

met at the hause^ ;.„\'aiari*r a man named 
Pierre, of Dar-el-«^TOar, in the employ of Lady 
Hester Stanhope, by whom he had been sent, as 
lie said, to fetch two horses that had been pre- 
s'ented' ’to Lady H. by the governours of Homs 
and Hamah ; he was also charged with a present 
'}f one hundred piastres to Narsah, the chief of 
the Annasee Arabs. Pierre, who returned w-ith ' 
our interpreteX said that he had accompanied 
Lady Hester to jPalmyra and was acquainted with 
the Arab chiefs,^nd that it was he who made the ' 
bargain for Mr. llankes, who was obliged to pay 
one thousand twi hundred piastres, besides being, 
sent back once by Narsah, and kept in confine-; 
ment by Sheikh Hamed, his youtiger brother, at 
Palmyra, by which he extorted , two hundred 
piastres from Mr. Bankes. Selim, as well as 
Scander, being both absent at Damascus, we 
were at some difficulty how to proceed, but 
resolved, however, to await the return of Selim, 
as Pierre expected he would be back in a few 
days. We had much conversation about the 
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Arabs with Pierre, and about the prices which 
travellers had at dilFerent times paid for visiting 
Palmyra ; for although we were determined to go 
coutc qui coute, we still determined to dispute 
and fight as hard u battle as we coi^ld, pretending 
at the same time JC■"^x¥y indifievent about it. 
We soon saw assisted us, he 

W'ould at least make us pay »*^iuch money as he 
could, for he talked of two, tnree, four, and even 
six hundred piastres as nothing. We, hov, ever, 
told Mm that four hundred vas the utmost we 
would pay, and informed him of our knowledge 
of Sir William Chatterton and Mr. Leslie having*, 
visited Palmyra, by Cariateen, for only one hun- 
dred piastres, while the Arabs wei^ employed in •, 
making extravagant demands Mr. Bankes. 
Pierre, on hearing this, observed^ “ that if Sir W. 
C. and Mr. L. had gone in this|inanner, they had 
stolen to Tadmor.” Perceiving|that he was not 
inclined to make for us a moderate bargain, we 
were undetermined what course to pursue ; as we 
made no doubt that he would at all events give in- 
formation to the Arabs of our arrival, and of our 
wish to visit Palmyra. In the meantime a Chris- 
tian who lives at Homs came to us, asserting, that 
there was no difficulty in getting to the object 
of our wishes, and that he was acquainted with 
two others of his sect at Homs, who with himself 
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would answer for conducting us upon asses, at 
a moderate price, and without any danger froni 
the Arabs. We did not place very implicit con- 
fidence in, his account, particularly as we knew 
that our^depajted frief^l. Sheikh * Ibrahim, had 
been robbed and strip)?ed in his first attempt, 
and we had Mr. l?^|!ke^ fate also before us; but 
as time was passi^ away, and we were doing 
nothijig, wc decided on going with tlie above- 
mentioned Christian to Homs, telling Pierre,, and, 
every body else to whom we spoke on the subject, 
ythat we had given up all idea of going to Palmyra, 
in consequence of the expense attending it, and 
h^ decided or* pursuing our journey to Damascus 
and Jerusalem.t 

January 1 6. ^e had intended to set out in. the 
morning. It hoM^er turned out very wet weather 
that day, and wc^id not accompany the man; as 
we had no idea lof getting wet through on such 
an uncertain excursion; but we promised him 
to follow whenever it became clear wealher. 
During the afternoon Pierre visited us and ap- 
peared to be much surprised that we had not 
set out for Damascus; we told him that we were 
solely prevented from quitting Hamah by the 
rain. He made no further observation, but 
shortly after retired, and in about half an hour 
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more returned with five Aiabs whom he said he 
had h light to us that we might make a bargain 
with them for going to Palmyra. The chief of 
these was Shiekh Salec, nephew to Mahann&h, 
a lad about fourteer or fi?teen ye?.s of -age, very 
dirty and ill-dressc3^wit^' » sheep skin cloak: he 
sat dowai in our roctn witbyi-reat composure, as 
did his four companions, ti ee of whom were 
blacks ; while smoking their pipes, they exajgiined 
ey^ry thing in our apartment with great atten- 
tion, but we had purposely hid whatever was 
likely to attract notice, or give an idea of riches.'. 
Their first demand was three thousand piastres, 
at which we burst out into an inpaoderate fit of 
laughter; they then came down t^^ two thousand, 
but w'e remained fixed at four ^mndred: at last 
they lowered to eight hundrer’. The lad now 
made signs that we should be rt^bed; we shewed 
all we meant to take with us,' and said it was 
not worth fifty piastres, which indeed was true 
enough. '.He then made signs that we should 
have our throats cut; we told him that neither 
he, Mdhannah, nor any of his tribe would dare 
touch a Frank, fiirnished as we were with the 
imperial firman, which he knew we had, though 
they do not care much for the Grand Seignior; it 
was not a little remarkable to hear such threats 
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from a boy only fourteen years of age. At last 
they quitted us altogether, saying, they ni’,'.>thave 
eight hundred or none: after some deliberation, 
seeing they were gone in earnest, we sent to give 
them 'Six^hundred as osir ultimatdm, the hire of 
the camels which were early us included; hut 
nothing /• be patd our mfe" return to Hamah. 
After much prei^cation, during which they 
endeavoured to make us pay for the camels 
^ ejttjra, they at length consented to our tetms, as 
/ they Said, “ for the love of the Malaka” or queen, 
ybr such they were pleased to call Lady Hester 
Stanhope, who gave five hundred pounds for this 
trip; had we paid them as much money, no doubt 
^hey ‘Would hav'^ called us two kings, for like the 
Nubians flus (ironey) is their idol. The next 
morning we senK^o the Aga to have the treaty 
ratified in writin/. They now demanded three 
hundred piastresj in advance; we positively re- 
fused paying a para until our - safe ' return ; 
and, finally, the Aga declined being responsible 
unless Mahannah or Narsah sent a written docu- 
ment to say we might pass safely. Thus the 
afiair remained till the morning of the nineteenth, 
the Arabs having, however, come to us once in 
the mean time, to endeavour to prevail on us to 
give them three, two, or even one hundred 
piastres in advance; but as the smallest sum paid 
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before hand would have pLieed us in sorac mea- 
sure their power, and rendered our journey 
uncertain, we persisted in refusing. 

January ly. We removed to Homs, no met,- 
sage from Mahanrali having amved-; 'Tierre 
followed us. We "left ;mah at dawn of day, 
and arrived in about.eight h^r^g, llie road leading 
still through rich plains destif’^/e of wood. There 
is only one variety, viz. about half wa^ we 
crosse4< the Orontes, now diminished in breadth 
to a paltry stream ; the river here w'inds niucli 
through a chasm. There is a bridge of thirteen^ 
arches, and the water being kept up for the pur- 
pose of turning a mill, together with a casi^de 
which it forms, a khan, the vill^e of Rastan,' 
which stands near it, and a faw trees cgi the 
immediate bank of the rivulev/altogether make 
it rather a pretty spot. Rattan stands on an 
eminence near the bridge, and {the ancient Are- 
thusla adjoins it, presenting a sight of more 
interest than we had lately been accustomed to, 
though nothing remains perfect ; part of the 
walls, the line of the streets, and the pedestals of 
some columns being alone remarkable. Settled 
in a khan at Homs. We had, on the twentieth, 
some conversation with the Christian we had seen 
at Hamah ; but it appeared evident he was un- 
dertaking a business he did not know how to 
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execute. In the evening one of the Arabs who 
ha'd visited us with Shiekh Salec, cami ‘\ith & 
letter from Sheikh Narsah, who, he said, was en- 
“camped one day’s journey from Palmyra; this 
letter \jtRted, " That V^arsph had heard of ojir 
“arrival in Hamah, .and of ' our wish to visit 
“ Tadmor ; that, ffe expecteii by the tw^nty- 
“ fourth, that the IN^on and Isbaah Arabs, under 
“ Shijkh Haleel, and who were at war with the 
>. 5#-^^ ^ipasees', would be removed from thei^neigh- 
“ bourhood of Palmyra, and that at the expi- 
ration of that time he would come to Homs 
“ with three camels to conduct us.” This stOry 
we. had afterwards reason to believe was a fiction, 
'*tp persuade ua of the absolute necessity of his 
protection ; in i^the mean time he desired we 
would give the bVirer twenty piastres; upon this 
' we made great ^ifiiculties, as our departure not 
being yet completely settled, their remained some 
chance of our being cheated out of it; and we 
had an idea that if we shewed an easy compliance 
in gi^g money, we might soon receive an order 
for S9me thousands ; in short, finding how tar- 
dily affairs were going on, we resolved to set out 
the next morning and walk, determining to call 
on Narsah on our way. To this plan the Arab 
consented, and every thing was agreed on, 
he swearing the most sacred oaths that all 
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should go on well, and that we should have one 
ass t carry our bread, uater, and sheep-skin 
coats. 

January ^1. This morning the man appear{}d 
again, saying, he cauld not take us, as Jie'feared 
Narsah would cut 6rt fu!#]^ead for liaving under- 
taken tLc withobt^ Cypress orders; 

ilienaoi e alter nnicli ore variation, this last ar- 
rangement also terminated unfavourably, and the 
Arab set ofif a second time frr the camp of Mjj- 
hai^i^, to bring the camels as soon as possible, 
and apprize his chief that we had removed to . 
Homs. In the afternoon it came on to blow 
hard, with continued squalls of snow, sleet, and 
rain, and as we were to have set that moiming* 
on our walking trip, we wer|f not sorry of 
our ffulure in this instanc&o' As the bad 
weather continued without it^termission night 
and day till the twenty-fourth;! in the evening, 
when the man returned from Mahannah with the 
three camels, ' we could not arrange for starting 
till the twenty*sixth, as the motsellim (governour) 
being busy taking an inventory of the decapi- 
tated pashaw’s effects, could not ratify the 
bargain. For an account of the arbitrary pro- 
ceedings of the Turkish government towards 
suspected individuals, I refer you to Volney. In 
this instance, the .sufferer had been appointed 
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to the command of the hadj, and had set off 
•from Constantinople. While he was .t. his* 
return from Mecca, a khat-sherriffe was dis- 
.patphed from the capital, ordering his head to be 
cut off ^4 immediately to Cc/hstantinoplc,; 
his sentence was carried into execution before he 
reached Damascus We b<''ar Llint this man 
'^was accused of irS^jguin.p ivjih ih<; Russians 
against the state. We pit'’ th " .e hundred 
pi^res ii^/the hands of Hadji Hassan, as part 
/(layniSir to the Arab sheikhs, but it was agreed 
Vhat ' they should not themselves receive any 
portion of it till our safe return to Homs. Sheikh' 
Narsah’s order was, that we should pay all before 
starting ; but we persisted in refusing, and more^ 
over, we made l|^e Arabs consent, before ample 
witnesses, that n^.-, further demands were to be 
made upon us, c^'clusive of the six hundred 
piastres, on any pretence whatever. The mot- 
sellim, who like all the Turks, had a great, and as 
■ you will observe in the sequel, unnecessary dread ' 
of these people, observed, " why mil you trust 
yourselves amongst the Arabs, suppose they should 
destroy you ?” 

January 26. At one in the afternoon, after 
nineteen days’ negociation, either at Hamali or 
Homs, we were on rout with our three camels 
and as many conductors, with two skin bottles 
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(see Judges, iv. 19, “ a bottle of milk), into which 
.they '. id run the melted butter, bought with Ls),dy , 
Hesters present. VVe proved to them before 
departing that w.e had not a para in our pockets, 
thus preventing any temjj'.tution to pilfer v- all our 
baggage consisted 'bf'*' 5 ^ sheep-skin coat, the 
woolly side in, mfd the other side coloured red 
with ochre, and grea-icJ toJ|j?.ep out the rain 
We went five hours, our guides singing nearly 
the whole time a favourite Arab song. Airiving 
at a Bedouin camp, we had some scruples ' about ^ 
entering a tent, expecting they would have hac^ 
•many objections against receiving us ; instead di’ 
which, to our surprise, we were welcomed by 
both men and women ; the latter smiling» said»' 
we were Frangi (Franks), and|^ retired to their 
part of the tent to prepare supper. 

January 27. Being regaleV with a breakfast, 
we proceeded at eight and marched till four in 
the afternoon, stopping at another Arab camp, 
where we- were again well received. 

January 28. We started at dawn of day, and 
met with many dwarf trees, of which the country 
had hitherto been destitute ; it now resembled a 
heath with a plentiful stock of aromatic shrubs, 
and occasional hill and dale. We followed no 
particular road or track, but our general direc- 
tion appeared to he east. We had this morning 
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a.striking instance of the value tlie Ar-ib sets on 
> his'time, and of his impatience to acconv..'l sh a’ 
journey when once undertaken. Suddenly one of 
uur party quitting us, hastened oil in advance, and 
was sooi' ' 4 ut of^sight; Shortly after, on coming 
up with him we found he had collected brush- 
wood and made a*b|fizing fire ; pi*esen<^ly some but- 
ter was melted anti ^<^jeetened with honey. In this 
we dij^ed our bread which we had brought ; and 
hat with. 4he Arab’s voracious mode of eAting, 
and tliese time-saving measures, our breakfast 
did not detain us above ten minutes. The same 
hurry was subsequently shewn on our wanting to 
drink some water from a small crevice in the rock 
tllose to us ; we were prohibited and told there 
was plenty befbr'B us ; but as the camps were 
hours in advance t. ;our knowledge, we were not 
to be controlled, a'i.'d dismounting, quenched our 
thirst. The soil was excessively rich, Wt we saw 
no water, and all species of cultivatbn had ceased 
a few hours from Homs. We could . hot help 
laughing at our principal guide, who with a rusty 
old match-lock and m powder, pretended to be 
very vigilant in reconnoitring from all the heights 
for harami (robbers), while we knew that he and 
his companions were of the most timid nature, 
and that to their knowledge we were going with 
the sanction, and under the protection of their own 
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chiefs, who commanded the whole country. At 
noon ve saw a wdld boar, so large that we at first 
took him for an ass. About four in the after- 
ngon we opened 'the valley in which Mahannah’s* 
cump was pitched. The 'Arabs were obhge ’ to 
inquire before they coidd find out the dire*. . lon 
of the camp, and as they had only been absent a 
few days, some idea may be fijrmed from this cir- 
cumstance of the difficuly of attacking the tribes 
in the* desert. As we approached, v.'e beheld 
very animated and busy scene; the girls’ were 
sin^ng, and the children busied in running down 
the young partridges (**) with dogs, as they were 
as yet only able to fly a short distance at a time. 
Presently we heard a hue and cry from all quar*“ 
ters, and soon perceived a large wild boay, with 
his bristles erect, beset by al’ ' the dogs ; every 
body running eagerly to the^'pursuit. He was 
found behind one of the tents ; they chased him 
all through the camp, and two Arabs on horse- 
back, with spears, soon joined in the pursuit. The 
animal, however, kept both men and dogs at bay, 
and finally got off with only one wound. We 
now approached the sheikh’s tent and found Ma- 
hannah with his two sons. Sheikhs Narsah and 
Hamed, together with about thirty Arab chiefs 
of various camps seated round an immense fire; 
Sheikh Narsah was leaning on a camel’s saddle^ 
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their customary cushion ; he did not rise to re- 
ceive us, although we afterwards observ'.-J that 
he and the whole circle rose whenever a strange 
sheikh arvived. We attributed tijis cool recep- 
tif 1.0 the lor* estimation he held us in, in con- 
sequence of the ^unusually small sum we had paid 
for Ausitiug Palm^a, and from the plainness of 
our dress and appeaSance. All the assembly kept 
up a jnost profound silence, while Narsah alone ad- 
dressed uo.' Mahannah, his father, was a short, 
crooked-backed, mean-looking old man, between 
seventy and eighty years of age, dressed in a com; 
mon sort of robe ; his son, Narsah, to whom he 
. jiad, in consequence of his age, resigned the reins 
*of government, was a good looking man about 
thirty ‘years of age, with very dignified and en- 
gaging manners. ' iHe had the Koran open in his 
hand when we arrived, as we suppose to give us 
an idea of his learning. He was well dressed with 
a red pelisse and ah enormous white turban ; we 
observed much whispering going forward between 
Narsah and every stranger that arrived, evincing 
a distrust of those near him, and all our guides 
were separately questioned in the same manner, 
as we suppose to learn whether we had much 
money or not ; he also asked us why the English 
wished so much to see Palmyra ; and whether we 
were not going to search for gold ? We told him 
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he should have half of any* we might find there. 
It appeared they luul only arrived the day be- 
fore, as they are constantly shifting their quar- 
ter*, in order ]t:o provide food for their, numerous 
camels, sheep, and goats'^; the sc^rcity'of vater 
and dryness of the pasturage prevents them from 
ha^'iug coi'ri oxen. As theievening advanced, , 
the Arab guests increased tf the number of fifty, 
all giving way as new faces arrived ; their .mode 
of saluting their chiefs is by hissing e'Hher cheek 
alternately ("), and not the hand as in l*!lubia. 
Narsah questioned us about Buonaparte and the 
occupation of France by the allied troops; 1 sus- 
pect his knowledge of these matters proceeded . 
from his correspondence with Lady Hester Sta^*' 
hope. Inquiring after Sheikh Hamedy, a hand- 
some young man apparently h /eween twenty and 
twenty-five years of age, witm evident confiision 
in his countenance, acknowledged himself as the 
person ; at the same time remarking that we had 
probably heard a bad account of him, but that 
the reports to his prejudice were not correct ; this 
man confined Mr. Bankes a day, and obliged him 
to pay two hundred piastres exclusive of the one 
thousand two hundred he paid to Narsah for 
visiting Palmyra. Some of the partridges which 
the children had caught, were now brought in; 
they roasted them on the fire, and part was given 
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to US ; Sheikh Hamedy thriving a leg and a wing 
to each of us. They afterwards gave us some 
honey and butter together, with bread to dip in 
5t ("),^l^arsah desiring one of His men to mix the 
two ingredients for us, as we were aukw ardat it ; 
the Arab, hifving stirred the mixture up well with 
his fingers, sheX^ his dexterity at consuming as 
well as mixing, aiid recompensed himself fmr his. 
trouble by eating half of it. Both at sun-set and at 
ci^ht o’clock, the whole assembly were summoned 
to prayers, a man standing outside the tent and 
calling them to their devotions, in the same manner 
^s is done from the minarets of the mosques of 
•Turkish towns ; each man rubbed his face over 
wijth sand, a heap of which was placed in front of 
the tent for .>hat purpose, to serve as a substi- 
tute for wate ’ for their religious ablutions ; we 
could not but admire the decorous solemnity with 
which they all joined in the divine worship, stand- 
ing in a row and bowing down and kissing the 
ground together (“). An immense platter of roast 
mutton was then brought in for .supper, with 
pillaw of rice ; the assembly fed apart, while a 
separate portion was brought for Narsah and us. 
We observed the elderly men gave their half- 
gnawed bones to those around them, and were 
told that they have a complimentary adage in 
favour of him who doeth so. A black slave was 



TRAVELS »N [LETTER'iiI. 

perpetually pounding ^olFee from the moment we 
entered the tent till we went to sleep, and as he 
began in the morning at day-light, and was con- 
stantly employed, it would <seem that tlip con- 
sumption in this article must be considerable. 
Late at nigitt \arsiih began to address the whole 
circle of sheikhs, who we found hp/i been convened 
in order that they might hear his request, that 
some portions of grazing land, called- " the 
Cottotts,*' nught be delivered up to him. Beiilg 
tired with the length of his discourse, we removed 
to a' corner of the tent and fell asleep ; we heard 
afterwards that his harangue lasted till three in. 
the morning. On the following day we wished* 
to proceed according to a promise which Narsah 
had given the preceding evening^Alla Raschid 
(by his head), lifting up his hand at the same 
time (**), to let us depart before sun-rise; 
but as the' chief had sat up so late he did not 
make his appearance till about ten o’clock, when 
instead of letting us go, he desired we would 
follow him ; and presently proceeding to a small 
vale contiguous to his tent, we found the Arabs 
assembling from all quarters and following us in 
great numbers. We were quite at a loss to know 
the meaning of all this; at first we thought it 
was intended to shew off the numbers of his 
people ; presently, however, we came to a tent. 
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and found an immense feast of rice and camel’s 
flfesh prepared for the whole assembly. We 
were conducted to a smaller tent apart, and had 
our share sent to us; we were in doubt what 
object the sheikh had in thus separating ps; 
whether it was meant as an accommodation to us 
that we mighf ei^t more comfortably and fjceely 
by ourselves, thl^ in the midst of so great a 
concourse of people, or whether he thought we 
were not fit society for him. Our dress was 
certainly of a much meaner description than that 
of any of the sheikhs; and as throughout the 
east a stranger is generally estimated according 
tj^he dress he wears, it is probable that our homely 
'^^earance had some weight with Narsah on this ' 
occasjon. We found the meat both savoury and 
tender, being p.n^'t of the hump, which is consi- 
dered the best ; there was little fat, and the grain 
was remarkably coarse; however we made a 
hearty breakfast. The feast was conducted with 
much order and decorum; the sheikhs fed. apart 
in a double row, with several immense platters 
placed at equal distances between them, and a rope 
line was drawn round to keep the people from 
pressing in. Narsah was at the head of the row, 
with a small select circle, amongst whom we 
were called after we had breakfasted, he having 
perceived us amongst the spectators. When the 
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sheikhs had finished, the .people were regaled 
with the remains; independent of which, portions 
(see Esther, ix. ly, “ sending portions”) were 
distributed to the different tents of the camp, 
wl^ich consisted of aboWt two hundred; this 
Intter arrangement was for the women and 
children C^). We believe th^t ‘several camels 
were cooked from the imni^nse quantities of 

meat we saw. This feast was no doubt intended 

% 

to give weight to the proceedings of the former 
evems^. We were here asked whether Christians 
not not eat pig’s flesh; and answering in the 
affirmative, were questioned if we did not also 
drink sow’s milk, as they do camels (^); thu, 
however, we stoutly denied. Mahannah mtSoS* 
many signs for money, both for himself, and 
Sheikh Alii, a very handsome^ little boy about 
five years of age, the son of Narsah; the Arab 
sign for money is rubbing the fore finger and 
thumb together. About eleven we set out, our 
camels were changed for dromedaries of a heavy 
sort, which set off* with us at full trot up hill and 
down dale, each of us having his Arab conductor 
mounted behind him. We had now an addition 
to our party; one of Narsah’s men, who was 
called a guard, accompanying us, mounted on a 
white dromedary, decorated with tassels, and 
armed with another old match-lock gun. We 
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continued till four o’olock in the afternoon, and 
sle*pt in an Arab tent as usui^l. We found the 
pace of the animals, on level ground and up hill, 
good enough, but in descending we were dread- 
fully jolted. ^ ^ 

January SO. At dawn we proceeded, our 
new guard had* endeavoured to make us start at 
midnight, but we^-^uld not submit to this, as 
the nights were very cold and frosty. We trotted 
this day at the same rate as the preceding, and 
were^olted and bruised almost beyond endurance. 
At two in the afternoon we arrived at the object 
1 of our wishes; our useful guard having previously 
lighted the match of his gun and gone through 
tl^'motions of loading without ammunition. 

On. opening the ruins of Palmyra, as seen from 
the Valley of the Tombs, we were much struck 
with the picturesque effect of the whole, pre- 
senting altogether the most imposing sight of the 
kind we had ever seen ; and it was rendered doubly 
interesting by our having travelled through a 
wilderness destitute of a single building, and 
from which we suddenly opened upon these in- 
numerable columns and other ruins on a sandy 
plain, on the skirts of the desert; their snow- 
white appearance contrasted with the yellow 
sand produced a very striking effect. Great, 
however, was our disappointment, when on a 
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minute examination, we found that there was not 
•a single column, j pediment, architrave, portal, 
frieze, or any architectural remnant worthy of 
admiration. None of the columns exceeded in 
diameter four leet, or in height forty feej; ; dimen- 
aons but ill calculated to give an idea of the 
sublime, at least according to JLonginus. Those 
of the boasted avenue had lijiie more than thirty 
feet of altitude ; the epistylium is in no instance 
ornamented with any carved-work, excepting 
now and then an ill executed cornice. The 
plates of Wood and Dawkins are certainly well 
executed, but they have done but too much 
justice to the originals; taken as a taut 
these ruins are certainly more rc.jarkable,''*^y 
reason of their extent, (being nearly a mile .and a 
half in length), than any wc have hitherto met 
with, and they are, moreover, less encumbered by 
modern fabrics than any we have witnessed ; for 
exclusive of the Arab village of Tadmor, which 
occupies the peristyle court of the Temple of the 
Sun, and the Turkish burying place, there are no 
obstructions whatever to the antiquities. Take 
any part of the ruins separately, and they excite 
but little interest ; and altogether, we judged the 
visit to Palmyra hardly worthy of the' time, 
expense, anxiety, and fatiguing journey through 
the Avilderness, which we had undergone to visit 
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them. The projecting pedestals in the centre of 
the columns of the great ai^nue have a very, 
unsightly appearance ; there is also a great 
sameness in the architecture, . all the capitals 
beidg Corinthian, excepting those 'A^hich surround 
the Temple of (he Sun. These last are fluted, 
and when decorated with their brazen Ionic 
capitals, were doubtless very handsome ; but the 
latter being now deficient, the beauty of the 
eitffice is entirely destroyed. The sculpture, as 
well ef the capitals of the columns, as of the other 
ornamental parts of the door-ways add buildings, 
fis very coarse and bad; although the designs 
are generally correct in the work of Wood and 
Dakins, w found that the execution of the 
sculpture is far inferior to what might have 
been expected from the engravings. The three 
arches at the end of the avenue nearest the 
Temple of the Sun, so beautiful in the designs, 
are excessively insignificant ; the decorated frieze 
thereof, although handsome in the plates, is very 
badly wrought ; and in this instance, even the de- 
vices are not striking; they are not to be compared 
to the common portals of Thebes, although the 
Egyptians were unacquainted with the arch. 
Every thing here is built of a very perishable 
stone; if it deserves the name of marble, it is very 
inferior even to that of Baalbcc ; and we are 
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inclined to think the mint, of tiie latter place are 
much more worthy the traveller’s notice than 
those of Palmyra. We suspect that it is the 
diffieulty of gettii»g to Tadmor, and consequently 
the few peoplfe that have* ’been there,^ that has 
given rise to the great renown of the ruins of 
Palr')ra. We give the preference to Baalbec, 
not only for the general superiority of the sculp- 
ture, but also for the extraordinary massive 
struettare of the buildings ; and while the columns 
of Baalbec have nearly sixty feet in height,' and 
seven in diameter, supporting a most rich and 
beautifully wrought epistyliumof twenty feet more, 
the pillars being built of only three pieces of stone ; 
the smallest columns at Palmyra (th. eefeet amfu 
half in diameter and thirty feet high) are formed 
of six, seven, and even eight parts; although those 
which surround the peristyle court of the Temple 
of the Sun may be about forty feet high, and 
four feet diameter, are formed of only three 
and four stones ; there are in the centre of the 
avenue four granite columns, each of one single 
stone, about thirty feet high ; only one is still 
standing. We found the Tombs very interesting; 
their construction is different from any thing we 
had elsewhere seen. They consist of a number 
of square towers, three, four, and five stories 
high ; they are situated without the walls of the 
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sihcient city. remaining are on 

each side of the valley vvhi^ leads to Homs 
and Hamah. These towers are not orna- 
mented on the exterior, with the exception of a 
tablet whereon is a G«eek inscription (certainly 
copied by'Woofl and Dawkins) and a few figures 
in basso-relievo »over the door. There are gone- 
raly five sepulchrUi chambers one over the other, 
and on each side are^eight recesses, each divided 
ihtlf four or five parts, for the reception of corpses ; 
the k)wer chamber, in some instances, fronts 
^ an excavation in the side of the hill contiguous 
^o it. The best of these lower apartments which 
we saw are very handsome, the sides being 
' ornamented ' ith sculpture and fluted Corinthian 
pilasters, though the walls were plain white 
stucco, without any figures or emblematical re- 
presentation. The cieling, on which the paint 
is still very perfect, is ornamented like that of the 
peristyle court of the Temple of the Sun at 
Baalbec, with the heads of different heathen 
deities, and disposed in diamond-shaped divisions. 
We were much interested by the remains of some 
of the mummies and mummy cloths, which 
appear to have been preserved very much after 
tiie manner of the Egyptians, only that the gum 
had lost all that odour, resembling frankincense, 
which we noticed in Eg)rpt. We found n hand 
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in tolerable preservation Iwit 'arter all, you must 
not imagine that th^se sepulchres are in any way 
so interesting as those of Egypt. You here look 
in vain for those heaiitiful paintings, &c. which so 
well pourtray ^the maniiejfo and customs of the 
ancients. Over the inside of the ddbr-way, we saw 
a tablet in basso-relievo, of seven or eight standing 
figures dressed in long robes, \/ith their hands on 
their breasts; we suppose them (o have been 
priests ; and we also noticed a sarcophagus, w-ith 
the sides ornamented much in the same manner. 
We observed the marble folding doors, stil| 
erect, of some of the grander tombs situated ' 
in the town; these latter are much dilapidated; 
the doors were carved in pannels, but ill ex- 
ecuted and unpolished. The lines of the streets 
and foundations of the houses of Palmyra are 
very distinguishable in some places. We agree 
with Mr. Bankes, that many of the small 
square rows of columns which Wood and Daiv- 
kins suppose to have inclosed temples, were 
no other than the open court of private edifices 
which inclosed fountains; and Mr. B. was more 
led to suspect this, from there being one of only 
four columns, which never could have inclosed a 
temple or solid building within it. These ideas 
were suggested to him by his having noticed 
similar remains at Pompeii. Passing down the 
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great ’avenue^ of^^lujops there is a door-way 
standing on the right haiidy^ and within it are 
the remains of the building 'it belonged to, having 
an Hebrew inscription on the arcliitrave, interest- 
ing rpn three accountii.; first, as Ihc foundation 
of Tadmo^ was>by Solomon; second, as Zenobla 
is said by son^p to have been of the Jewish 
reli^=iou; and thir«V as Bishop Riddle sets down 
cwo thousand Jlews a'i? Tudinor in his day. This 
vVilf^st* discovery of, and information we received 
_ from,, Mr. Bankes. There is at Palmyra a tepid 
jspring of mineral water, having a strong sulphu- 
^'?!Ous taste and smell; a subterraneous aqueduct 
supplied the town. There is a great quantity of 
. salt in the desert adjoining Tadmor, which forms 
a lucrative branch of commerce to the present 
natives*. After the complete work of Wood and 
Dawkins, I need not trouble you with any further 
remarks on Palmyra. 

January 31. Having finished our examination 
of the ruins, we started at two, and continued till 


ten at night, when we slept at an Arab tent as 
usual. After dark the Arabs implored us not to 
sing for fear the robbers should hear us, and ap- 
peared to be as fearful in their own desert, as it 
was possible for a stranger to be. 

February I. We moved at sun-rise, and did 
not reach Mahannah’s camp until dark in tiu- 
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evening; we were con(l»’flc:^ ^mck by ijnother 
road, and met witli, two parties of his people on 
Imrseback, one of seven and the other of twelve, 
mostly armed with spears; we also met a small 
party on dronfedaries richly caparisoned (''^).i>an(l 
as we thought purposely sent to „hew Jiis power:, 
they asked us in passing hoAV much we had paid 
for visiting Palmyra, taking;.'it as a thing of 
course that we were obliged to gk'c money; our 
cha^e of road naturally gave some mysteryvfo 
our proceeding. On our arrival at the camp, old 
Mahannah came out of his tent and began 
feeling the saddles, and took from the pool' 
Arabs all the salt which they had purchased at 
Palmyra. We were pretty well reeeived by. 
the chiefs; Narsah had on the old robe this time, 
and the father the new one. We soon found 
out the meaning of this, when the former asked 
our interpreter to request that we would give 
him a new dress; but the latter said it was a 
thing impossible, as we had made our bargain 
for six hundred piastres only. We begged, and 
obtained a promise to depart early in the morn- 
ing, Narsah saying, he had only to write a letter 
to the King of England, which we were to take 
with us; he sent one to his dear friend Lady 
Hester, with wliom they all seem to be enchant- 
ed. They cull her “ El Malaka,” (the queen); 
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^me Rgy »" Sultan” (daughter of 

the king), and others favour "hpr with the appelliw- 
tion of the Virgin Mary (“). 

February 2. In the morning .we were detained 
until^ine o’clock, and had very much difficulty 
‘^•14 pVouuriibfe a draught of water before starting; 
but we abi^utely refused to move without it (’®). 
In consequetice o^ this detention we were at the 
end of the dafs journey benighted, and had a 
b^r* cold bivouack in the open air, the Arabs 
afraid even to light a fire. We however 
>*^anaged to lay doii^n between two of our ca- 
mels, which, firom their kneeling posture, kept 
some of the cold air off, sleeping was out of the 
question, as it was freezing hard, with a strong, cut- 
ting wind (*®). The following morning, at dawn, 
we were on route; we saw twenty-three white 
gazelles, and witnessed the removal of an Arab 
camp; the moveables being all placed on the 
camels’ backs; the women with their children 
slung over their shoulders, and the flocks follow- 
ing, presented altogether an interesting sight. 
We breakfasted at a small encampment off a 
thick mess of lentiles and bread, highly seasoned 
with pepper, and very good (®’). Towards noon we 
passed a valley, grubbed up in all directions, in 
furrows, by the wild boars; the soil had all the 
appearance of hating been literally ploughed 
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•wen- liijrhly sutisffcd witli our conductors, and, 
on,- would have hud ditficulty in finding such 
good guides in any part of Europe, we therefo 
gave them each twenty piastres, as vob,»ota 
backsheeish, although, when the agreement' 
made, we particularly stipulated thay;:,ix hundred 
piastres should include all oiu^ex^hses. One of 
these men had received twenty more for carrying 
the message to Narsah, as before mentioned. AVe 
also sent a turban of twenty piastres vaSue tiA 
the shiekh of Tadmor for his civilities to us, adHr 
gave one hundred piastres to Pierre, so that oiflr 
whole expenses in visiting Palmyra amounted to 
eight hundred piastres, two hundred of which con- 
sisted of voluntary gifts. 

I shall now close this long story with our opi- 
nion of these Arabs: their behaviour to each 
other, whatever may be their conduct to others, 
presents an amiable picture of domestic harmony 
and comfort, and is in unison with all the ideas 


the poets have formed of the peaceful content- 
ment of the pastoral life; in fact, they are a 
nation of shepherds, and 1 question much if in 
our most polished circles, divested of the empty 
pomp of dress and finery, you could meet with 
more dignity of deportment or urbanity of man- 
ners than you find in the humble tent of the 
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^rab. ’ v that iill the good 

amongst them was centred ii\ the lower orders ; 
the chiefs monopolizing to themselves all that 
cunning and roguery which renders them cori- 
tem^!.^ble in the eyes c£ a stranger. An Arab, on 
i'vriviil^^in'a .stifinge camp, goes to the first tent 
that coni^dn liis way ; he does not wait to he 
asked in, b^witf^out any ceremony makes his 
camel lie down, unloads at the entrance, and 
enttsrihg the tent with the simple salutation of 
Psalaam alicam (peace be between us), sets himself 
.dtown by the fire,, no matter whether the host 
jQ at home or not. Should the latter be present, 
he immediately puts fresh wood on, and begins to 
.burn and pound coffee, generally offering his pipe 
to his guest in the mean time. His wife, or wives, 
after spreading mats, if they have any, for the 
stranger to sit on, retire to their part of the tent, 
which is divided in the middle by their sack of 
corn, and whatever other effects they have, pre- 
pares the dinner or supper according to the time 
of the day, without any order being given by the 
master, but as a matter of course ; in the mean time 
the host chats with his guests, generally about 
their flock, &c. such being their principle con- 
cern. The coffee being ready, the landlord pours 
out for every one his cup, helping himself last ; as 
soon as the meal is prepared, wliich generally eon- 
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sists of a large ^voodfift WwT' 81 ‘ ^k’bc’’ 
goat’s, or sheep’s ^Ik, boiled wheat and milk, 
lentil soup, or melted butter and bread to dip in 
it ; the landloi)d •pours water alternately for Ws* 
guests, who therewith wash*lhe ri^ht hand, h^in- 
ing with one, and going regularly rouji cw 
c^cle (**). The ablution finish^dT evej^ one com- 
mences; the host retires, not eatmg with his 
guests, but welcoming them with frequent ^re^- 
titi^^^ coula, coida (eat it all, eat it all), ^e 
rc^piai’ Ibdihg finished, attentive master hgain 
washes the hands'^of idif f ar^, and then eats hinjg 
self of what remains, two occaidohs we ar- 


rived at a camp laie at night, and halting 
before a tent, found the owner, with his wife and 
children, having arranged their carpets, for 
the night, had just retired to rest, when it was 
astonishing to see the good humour with which 
they all arose again and kindled a fire, the wife 
commencing to knead the dough and prepare our 
supper (^), our Arabs making no apology, but 
taking all as a matter of course, though the 
nights’ were bitter cold. Surely this was a noble 
instance of Arab hospitality. It was a pleasing 
sight to see them bring in their flocks at night, 
which always slept close to the tents of their 
owners ; several Arabs, together with numerous 
dogs, remaining outside as guards. The lambs 
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(for season) were placed 

iifside the tents, in a small f^ced place, to screeh 
them from the inclemency of the night air, which 
was nearly as cold as you wouM experience it, in 
En^nd at that sedi^on, always freezing hard. 
■ThA;i!irst'care*in the morning was to let their 
young chdig^dlt^ to their mothers, when it was 
notan uninihresting scene to observe thenumeiv 
(jijs ewes recognizing their ofispring by the sn^ 
aloite; the lambs not bejilg; gifted with 
city hf ^iieir mothfexib all willing Isb suck 
from the fmst eWb.,^|bei^^et with. In short, it 
would haying few wants 

are unacquidnted with many cares, and are thus 
^orant of the greater .part 'of the troubles and 
thfficulties which are experienced in more civilized 
society. Every Arab having a tent of his own, b 
thus possessed of a freehold, which has nothing to 
do with either rents or taxes, and the shrubs of 
the wilderness serve him spontaneously both with 
food for his flocks, and fuel for his fires (**). The 
labour of tilling and reaping is unknown to him, 
though much judgement and foresight is necessary 
in his periodical migrations with his flocks, 
which must be regulated and timed with such 
due regard to the seasons as to consume the ver- 
dure while they are advancing, and at the same 
time to leave the land fallow sufficiently long for 
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its recovery before Uiny at- 

tention to this, beiii^ with them what our syste- 
matic mode of husbandry is with us. They con- 
trive to be near their southern boundary in Jh^ 
winter, and consequently df their northern ^hiits 
in the summer. They are frequently 
pitch their tents at six and e^ffi 1fm|(f^distance 
from the wells, and then h is thair their camels 
are of inc^culable utility to them. Th^ ^e 
un^j^^ainted with the'iiuseries of blighted cf^s, 
or^'''^ose other chsappnintinents to v . clt the I 
farmer is so liable. Tiieir behhviour to us w^ 
the same as towards e;ich bther, abd 1 suspect 
that their character ibr robbing and pilfering, 
arises from the conduct of some few of the worst * 


part of the community, who infest the high, roads, 
than from any dishonesty of the genersdity of 
these people. The dread which the Turks have of 
the Arabs appeared to us quite unaccountable, as 
during the whole of our trip we did not see more 
than half a dozen old matchlock guns, and about 
eighteen spears. Narsah was imprisoned a short 
time ago for some tricks he had been playing in 
this city. The pashaw wanted to cut off his 
head, but a strong remonstance from the mer- 
chants of Aleppo and Bagdad, setting forth the 
disastrous consequences which would attend the 
execution of this man, from the vengeance of the 
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Arab3i,p?Qcv!«eu'iu!J"i'S^.‘*e, and instead of losing 
his head he was dismissed wh;h a present of a robe 
and some backsheeish. Scriptural authority, how- 
ever, is not wanting to prove the comparative 
independence in which these people lived (®®). , 

. /f'cprui&ry Requiring a little rest on our re- 


turn fro'u*. pP€id»i|r, we remained at Homs till this 
morning, wjien we travelled for about seven hours, 
j^assing over rich plains, and rounding the point of 
a mountain which we took to be the end of Anti- 


Lebar - i. 


^ February Wit ^nt nine hours through a 
mountainoau county.. 

February 9. We , went seven hours, passing 
through several deep, dry torrents. We stopped 
at a khan in a plain, and found the mountmns 
very barren, uninteresting, and partly covered 
with snow. 


February 10. Leaving this plain we again 
entered a. hilly country, when arriving at the 
brow of a descent, the extensive and beautiful 


plain of Damascus opened on our view, with 
the town surrounded by woods, amidst which were 
several villages ; the land was highly cultivated ; 
to the eastward the plain extends as far as the 
eye can reach ; in other directions it is bounded 
'by hills,' with Lebanon very conspicuous above 
them all. In about two hours we had descended 
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into the plain, and the 

convent of the Terr^T Sancta in Damascus. Thre 
last three hours the road was extremely beautiful, 
passing through rich olive groves and garde^ 
generally inclosed by wall#' of sun-burnt ^ck, 
and aurrounded and irrigated by stream/ of^^kr, 
partly natural and partly condimteftiCgjl^rt. We 
were here very sensible to the comforts of a 
convent, having never slept on a bea, or with o^ 
clotiiea since we toft jllpppo (thirty-eight dH^ 
ago). Our tittle has be^;iOCcu{aed in writiag'our 
letters, and in visiting diffident i^rts the town,* 
such as the place of the Visiepi Pf St. PttUl outside 
the eastern gate; the place where he was let down 
the wall in a basket ; the house of Ananias ; the 


street called Straight, &c. all alluded to i^ the 
ninth chapter of the Acts of the Apostles. For a 
decription of these places, as well as of the town 
in general, I must refer you to Maundrell, who 
describes every thing in Damascus that is worth 
notice. The Turks call it Shum, or Shem, and 


the friars of the convent think it was originally 
founded by Shem, the son of Noah; the earliest 
information we have of this place is in the time 
of Abraham (*'). 

We shall proceed to the Holy Land in a few 
days by Panias, near to which place is the source 
of the Jordan ; thence crossing the bridge of Jacob. 
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ve go ta Wa'sairetn, 'libeil?*!. Nablous, Jericho, and 
Jerusalem. In consequence of a letter from Mr. 
Barker, we have received great assistance from 
Monsieur Chaboceau, physician* to the pashawiof 
this place, and through his assistance we h«ve 
gof . anotter firman for the paschalic, and a 
letter for ihe gd^rnor of Jerusalem, from whom 
we wish, if |»^ssiblc,J;o get guides to conduct us 
Mount Sinai. Whether we succeed, or not in 
getting to Mount Sinai, v?e Aall return by Jerus^ 
lem lo Acre, and then euSbaark for Cyprus, whence 
’we proceed for the coast df Asia Minor, beginning 
by Tarsus, WMeh wiS ’conduct us to Smyrna, the 
site of Troy, and finally, Constantinople. We 
find by a letter left here for us by Mr. Bankes, 
that he quitted Damascus on the 10th of January, 
with an escort to make the tour of the Hauran, 
and passing to the eastward to cross the southern 
point of the Dead Sea to Jerusalem. He was so 
good as to wait here in hopes of our joining him, 
but a letter from Mr. Barker mentioning our 
detention at Aleppo, and our final plans of Pal- 
myra, obliged him to give up his design. He 
left us some information about the site of the 
ancient Abilah, as well as some inscriptions he 
found proving it so, at five hours’ distance from 
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this town. But we lia^'nei<fter"Th*,^ijjjg,/wtelli- 
gence, books, or wfSney, to enable us to follow 
this excellent traveller through his researches. 
Wp hope to meet him at Jerusalem. 
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Depart are frot^f Damascus . — Arrive at Pattias . — Safot, 
— Tiberias . — Om Keis.—Callah-el-Hamtnam. — Erbed. 
— Bi/s.m. — Tabulhat Fahkil.-~Hallawye. — Cafrit^ee, 
— Callah-el’Rubbat. — A^ehmn. — Eugen. — •Sotif.— 
■ Djerash. — Szalt. — Athan.—Gilkad Gilhood. — Bait 
Forage. — Kq^er Baiter. -^Flablms,— ■Arrival at Je-. 
rusalem. 


Jerusalem, April 'JO, 1818. 

I HOPE our Damascus letters have reached you, 
which wiU have accounted for our proceedings 
up to the latter end of February, on the twenty- 
' third of which month we left that delightful city for 
the source of the Jordan. About noon we quitted 
the plain of Damascus, over a slight eminence 
into another, through which runs a fine stream, ' 
but the plain being destitute of wood, has less 
beauty than that we quitted, though the soil is 
rich. About four in the afternoon, we stopped 
at the khan of the village of Sasa. Hitherto we 
had followed the road from Damascus to Jacob’s 
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Bridge, at that parj of th'e J6Tdai^,jjdiiifh lies, 
between the lakes Houle and Tiberias. 

' February 24. We passed to the westward 
forFanias. The ‘first part of the road led through 
k fine plain, watered by a pretty, winding rivulet, 
with numci ous tributary streams, ' and many 
old ruined itulls, from whjiiRcr we '^Ibegan to 
ascend over a very rugged and rocky soil quite 
void of vegetation, having in some places traces 
of an ancient paved way, probably the ktlinan 
road leading from Damascus to Caesarea PhiA, 
lippi; as we ascended we had the highest part bf 
Djebail Sheikh (Anti-Lebanon), on our right; 
we found the snow in some places of considerable 
depth, and difficult to cross with our horses. The 
road now became gradually less stony, and we 
found flocks of goats browsing on a rich verdure, 
in places from whence the stones had been cleared 
away and piled up in great heaps. We also 
came to a few shrubs, which gradually increased 
in number, size, and beauty, until we had de- 
scended into a very rich little plain at the im- 
mediate foot of Djebail Sheikh. There is a con- 
spicuous tomb in this valley, and a rivulet which 
appears to take its source at the foot of the 
mountains, passes along the western side of the 
plain in a southerly direction, when its course 
turTJs more to the westward, and rushing in a 
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very picturesque' manner, through a deep chasm, 
covered by shrubs of various descriptions, it joijjs 
the Jordan at " Panias it is marked in Arrojw- 
smith’s chart as the real sourccj which is t|ie 
reason why 1 have gvren you this tedious detail, 
for the sou'^ce of the Jordan is a subject of much 
dispute; thekifc^mtains at Pauias, which are by 
far the most copibus, though not the most d^ 
tant from the Dead Sea, where the river ter- 
rmbatbs, are generally called the source ; an 
opin' 9n in w'hich we both agree. From this 
plain we ascended up it&aouthern side, and after 
passing a very small village about one o’clock^ 
we saw on our left, close to us, a very pictu- 
resque lake, apparently , perfectly circular, of 
little more than a mile in circumference, sur- 
rounded on all sides by sloping hills richly 
wooded. The singularity of this lake b, that 
it has no apparent supply or discharge, and its 
waters appeared perfectly still, though clear 
and limpid; a great many wild-fowl were swim- 
ming in it. It appears that this lake has only 
been remarked by Burkhardt and Seetzen, those 
who have gone from Damascus to Panias having 
taken the route by Raschia and Hasbeya; Arrow- 
smith's map notices the lake by the name of the 
Birket-el Ram (according to Seetzen). Josephus 
(Jewish Wars, b. 3. c. 10. § 7.) mentiohs it under 
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the name of “ Phi ala” (cup), iiuallusion '*n the 
s};iape of the lake. It was supposed by the 
aiKients to be th6 real source of the Jordan; a 
pissage in the Je.wish historian notices, that they 
tljrew straw into the lake, which cam<? out at the 
apparent source, at “ Panias.” Bu# this^is imppssi- 
1^, for to arrive at Panias, its diccharge must 
pass under the rivulet wnich 'Arrowsmith points 
out as the true source. 9ii quitting Phiala, at 
but a short distance from it, we crossed a Amdm 
discharges into the larger one which w^hrst < 
saw; the latter we follctwed for a considerable 
distance, and then mounting up the hill to the 
S. W. had in view the great Saracenic castle near 
Panias, the town of that name, and the plain 
of the Jordan as far the lake Houle, together 
with the mountains on the other side of. the 
plain, forming altogether a fine coup d’eeil. As we 
desi^ded towards Panias we found the country 
extremely beautiful, great quantities of wild- 
flowers, and a variety of shrubs just budding, 
together with the richness of the verdure of the 
grass, com, and beans, shewed us all at once the 
beauties of spring, and conducted us into a 
climate (although the difference of latitude is 
comparatively trifling) quite different from that 
of Damascus, or of the country which we had 
passed through since we left that city. About 
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the evening we entered Panias, crossing 
a’ causeway constructed over the rivulet, whiCli 
as before stated, flows from the foot of Dgeiail 
Sheikh. ^The river here roslies over gr*\at 
rocks in a very picfurcsque manner, its barJks 
being covi^d ‘with shrubs and the ruins of 
the ancient \fail^ b'jf- whether the ruins are 
Saracenic or not I cannot say. The present 
^wn of Panias is small, the ground it stands 
on 'is of !! triangular form, inclosed by the 
..Iordan on one side, the rivulet on the other, 
.^and the mountain at the back; from this com* 
pressed situation, we think the ancient Panias^ 
afterwards Csesarea. Philippi could not have 
been of great extent. Ancient authors (see 
Josephus’ Jewish Antiquities, b. xv. 10. § 3.) 
mention a temple built by Herod, but we could 
find no trace of such an edifice. The' apparent 
source of the Jordan flows from under a cave at 


the foot of a precipice, in the sides of which are 
several niches with Greek inscriptions. 
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The neighbourhood of Paulas is very beaiftifiui,!, ■ 
rt»(hly wooded, and abounds in game ; as we had 
sem a variety of birds the preceding evening, we 
employed a part«of the morning of the twenty- 
fifth in shooting, but had poor sport, though we 
saw plenty of partridges, wild diicks^'-snipe, &c. 
Having been directed to follow^4li(6f^5ordan to the 
li^e Houle, we endeavoured, on leaving Panias at 
eleven o’clock, to perform tliis route. The beau- 
tifully wooded country does not continue *nl6re 
than two nules, when we entered into ope)«^vjt, 
rich plains. We found the ground very marshy,, 
after winding about to find fords over the nume- 
rous streams which water the plain, we crossed 
the Jordan itself; but the country on the other 
side was as full of marshes and swamps m that 
we had left, and in several places we nearly lost 
the horses ; at last we succeeded in reaching the 
road to Safot, which runs at the foot of the hills 
on the other side of the plain, and to have taken 
which, in the first instance, we ought to have 
passed round the north end of the whole valley. 
Loss of time in these bogs occasioned our 
arriving no further on our journey this evening, 
than a village by the side of a hill in the neigh- 
bourhood of the N. W. end of lake Houle ; the 
banks of this lake are very low, the hills not 
approaching it in any part. 
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^».<1Way 26‘. We ascended from hence to Safot, 
the plain which we had quitted was liten)^ 
cov«ed with wild geese, ducks, widgeon, snipe, 
and water-fowl of every description. Mounting 
up to Safot, there Is a village at the foot\ii 
the steep ^ceht, in which are a few Roman 
ruins. As we'^tended, tlie lakes of Houle and 


Tiberias open^ ^to us with much grandeur> and 
^art of the plain of the Jordan added to the 
beauty of the scene. The country in the moun- 
^MjjiS^is generally cultivated. The situation of 
^fot is extremely beautiful ; the castle is on a 
small hill, standing by itself ; the town appears to 
consist of four distinct villages at the foot df it. 
The approach is very fine, and the country 
abounds in olives, vines, and almond trees, which 
are now in blossom. The lake of Tiberias is 


visible from some part of the town, which, from its 
elevated situation, Maundrell thinks is the same 


alluded to by our Saviour (^. Its ancient name 
appears in Arrowsmith’s map as Japhet. We 
were detained by rainy weather at Safot until 
the afternoon of the twenty-eighth, when we 
proceeded for Tiberias, but only reached an old 
ruined khan, about two miles to the north of 


the village of Madjdala by the lake’s side, that 
night. Here we were dreadfully bitten by a red 
sort of vermin which is the annoyance of camels 
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in this country ; it was soft like a maggot>*JLp. 

morning we found ourselves studded all over 
wfth deep crimson spots, from which it wi4ild 
a^ear that there is much venom in the bite of 
this disgusting animal. I” shall take this op- 
portunity of remarking, that a traveller in these 
countries, h > ever much the yw^-thoughts may 
shock him at first, must make^i^ his mind, and 
reconcile his feelings, to being constantly covcretl 
with lice and fleas; we kill every day from ten 
to twenty of these guests, which are alwsJj^, to 
be found on every mat or cushion used in the^, 
country. These nauseous visitors seldom get 
into the head, but crawl about your shirt and 
clothes. Every native you see in the country 
is covered with vermm, and if you ask why 
they have such a plentiful store, while we are 
comparatively so little annoyed by them, they tell 
you " it is the curse of God on them.” The other 
day 1 cut my foot, and our Arab Seys, (the same 
that has accompanied us all the way horn Yafia,) 
who is always washing himself^ and is a very 
cleanly person, tore off a small piece of the sleeve 
of his shirt for my hurt; the piece was about- 
three inches long, by two wide, and before using^ 
it, I killed three lice and two fleas on it ; this will 
speak more than all I can say on the subject, 
lings are also very plentiful, and in Egypt our 
rooms were full of them. 
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■j-s-i^larch 1. Our road this day was generally on 
' a ■descent, passing through a^ beautiful and v/lTd 
covmtry covered with shrubs of various descrip- 
tions, and, crossing occasionally dver valleys and 
rivulets. About four miles from Safot there ii a 
picturesqiAycliff, the sides of which arc perforated 
with a great nuritjier ofeaves,atpresent-inhal^i,ted 
by goatherds; we supposed them to be anc(rat 
^epu^hrcs. as indeed have other travellers Who 
hav(! not thought them, from their ruined appear- 
ing worthy of examination; but Mr. Bankes, 
[who leaves nothing unexplored, inspected them a 
few days afterwards, and pronounces them to be 
only natural cavities. About eight o’clock we 
reached Tiberias, having travelled about two 
hours .along the side of the lake; we had occa- 
sion to observe that more pains appeared to have 
been taken to construct the road where it was 
very rocky, than in most parts of Syria which 
we had visited. The modern town of Tiberias 
is very small; it stands close to the lake of 
Gennesaret, and is walled round with towers 
at equal distances. At the northern extremity of 
the ruins are the remains of the ancient town, 
which are discernible by means of the walls and 
other ruined buildings, as well as by fragments 
of columns, some of which are of beautiful red 
-granite. South of the town arc the famous hot 
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batfis of Tiberias; they consist of three sp^.gi»^ 
mineral water; we had no therinometer,>^ut 
wd found the water too hot to admit of the Hand 
bang kept in it fbr more than fifty seconds; we 
endeavoured to boil an egg* hut without success, 
even out of t h<' shell . Over the spring y,* a Turkish 
bath close to the lake''; : i. whi^ is much resorted 

to, particularly by the .lews^ who have a great ve- 
neration also for a Roman sepulchre, which js ex» 
cavated in the cliff near the spot, and which 
they take to be the “ Tomb of Jacob.” 
the baths a wall runs from the > lake to theV- 
mountain's side, which rather perplexed us when 
we were taking the measures of the ancient walls 
of Tiberias; but it has since appeared evident 
that the walls did not extend so far to the. south, 
and that this was the fortification of Vespasian’s 
camp, as appears from Josephus (see Jewish 
Wars, b. 3. c, 10. § 1.), who places it in this posi- 
tion. The lake of Tiberias is a fine sheet of 
water, but the land about it has no striking 
features, and the scenery is altogether devoid of 
character. It appeared to particular disadvantage 
to us after those beautiful lakes we had seen in 
Switzerland; but it becomes a very interesting ob- 
ject, when you consider the frequent allusions to it 
in tlie gospel. We were lodged as Frank travel- 
lers usually are, in the small catholic church. 
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Ayfejth is under the direction of an Arab priest; 
tl)js\ they tell you is the identical house of .St* 
Pewr; but after we had been there a few d!|ys> 
we observed that one of the stones of the buiUd- 
ing had part of an inverted Arabic inscription on 
it, which provds it to be of much more modem 
origin; Do^orC^rke, however, seems to believe 
the assertion of the native^. We found this church 
so full of deas, that we preferred a small open 
court *11 front of it for our lodging. The natives 
h^y^ saying, “ that the king of the fleas has his 
Ij^biirt in Tabaria;” if he has, his subjects are ex- 
tremely numerous. We here lived on fish, which 
are most excellent; there is not much variety, but 
the best sort is the most common; it is a species 
of bream, equal to the finest perch. It is re- 
markable that there is not a single boat of 
any description on the lake at present, and the 
fish are caught with casting nets from the beach, 
a method which must yield a very small quantity 
compared to what they would get with boats. 

I imagine this to be the reason why fish are so 
dear, as to be sold at the same price per pound 
as meat. It was on this lake that the miracu- 
lous draught of fishes took place (^. There is 
a current throughout the whole breadth of the lake 
even to the shore; the passage of the Jordan 
through it is observable by the smooth state of 
the water’s surface in that part. 
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March 2. Mr. Bankes arrived after ha^^ig, 
saade a complete tour of the llaouran, and pff.sjjed' 
rojjnd the lake of *Tiberias. He proposed th^ we 
aimuld join him iu a tour, which he contemplated 
bfyond the Jordan, and ro>:nd the Dead Sea to 
Jerusalem ; he had expressed a wish to this effect 
at Aleppo, and b:v! left a latter at Damascus 
to ^e same purport- '\e .tcc^rdingly embraced 
the opportunity of accomfranying him ; though 
it is due to Mr. Bankes to notice here, thfit we 
had ourselves totally abandoned all idea oiNsiak*-, 
ing the tour of the Dead Sea, as a hopeless un% 
dertaking, notwithstanding we had our poor friend " 
Burkhardt’s notes to aid and assist us; Mr. B. was, 
however, resolved to make the attempt alone if 
we could not have joined him : while Mr. Bankes 
made a short visit to Safot, which he had not yet 
seen, we determined to inspect Om Keis (the 
ancient Gadara), in the country of the Gada> 
renes ('^. 

March 4. We quitted Tiberias at eleven, and 
following the shore of the lake till we came to 
the site of the ancient Tarichea, proceeded to a 
ford of the Jordan, situated close to the ruins of 
a Roman bridge, a few hundred yards from the 
lake’s discharge, thence we passed by the village 
of Scmmack (Arabic for fish) at the south end 
of the lake, and turning to the southward, in 
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,9bf0t half an hour crossed the river Yarmack or 
■fSi^romax, a very pretty stream, tributary to tilfe 
Jordan. There is a small ancient site in tins 
position, but it contains nothing of interest; the 
map- marks it “ Amhtha.” From hence we as- 
cended tho,^ mountains by a very steep road, and 
before sun-sef ii^rived at vJut Keis; we were 
very kindly received^ by the sheikh of the' ’tta- 
^ives w'ho inhabit the ancient sepulchres; the 
tomb wc lodged in was capable of containing be-^ 
twenty and thirty people ; it was of an 
•lublong form, and the cattle, &c. occupied one end, 
while the proprietor and his family lodged in 
the other; it was near this spot that the 
people lived in the tombs during the time of 
our S{iviour ("). The walls of the ancient Ga- 
dara are still easily discernible; within them 
you find the pavement of the city very perfect ; 
the traces of the chariot wheels are still marked 
in the stones. We found the remains of a row 
of ci^mns which lined the main street on either 
|ide ; two theatres, in tolerable preservation, 
'**^are within the walls, and without them, to the 
northward, is the Necropolis; the sepulchres, which 
are all under ground, are hewn out of the live rock, 
and the doors which are very massy, are cut out of 
immense blocks of stone; some of these are now 
standing, and actually working on their hinges. 
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and used by the natives ; of course the hina w is 
nathing but a part of the stone left projecting^di;' 
ea^ end, and let 'into a socket cut in the riKk; 
the face of the; doors were cut in the shape of 
piguiels. From hence we had a fine view of the 
lake of Tiberias. * - 

March 3. In tJu- morning jve* descended to 
the N. E. into the plain of the ^Tarmack, to visit 
the hot springs there; the*y arc not so hot as 
those of Tiberias. One of them is inclosd(d by 
palm-4rees in a very picturesque manner ; it%^^ 
great depth, and its surface is covered by aj 
species of red moss, somewhat resembling sponge 
before it has been purified: this the natives 
told us they apply to their camels when they 
have a certain cutaneous disorder. The ruins of 
a Roman bath are at the source ; we found se- 
veral sick persons at these springs who had come 
to use the waters. Hence we followed the 
Yarmack until we come near to the place where 
we had crossed it the preceding evening, and 
returned by dusk to Tiberias. From the sixth 
to the tenth, we employed ourselves in measur- 
ing the circuit of the ancient city, and in 
making researches in the neighbourhood. Mr. 
Bankes had discovered a curious ancient forti- 
fication, situated to the west of Magdala on 
the north side of the entrance of a ravine; 
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is a high perpendicular cliff, which from 
irs'" projecting situation and steep sides, form!? 
a i^ktural barrier on two sides of a triangle, 
the other j^ide being defended by a wall of 
rough masonry, with numerous projecting tu/ * 
rets. Mr. ,B. made a plan of it ; we were two 
days in taking ^he measurements. The na- 
tives call it Callah-el-Uammam, (Castle of f^e 
pigeons,) but no ancient authors, that we have 
seen, give any clue to its origin. It may possibly be 
^ls-i^ncient Jotapata” where Josephus was taken; 
^nd the city demolished by Vespasian (see Jewirii 
Wars, b. 3. c. 7. § 3.). It b certainly very 
antique, and Mr. B. thinks prior to the time of 
the Romans; in which case the Bible will be as 
good authority as any <o search for a fortified 
camp in thb direction. The village of Erbed, 
in which there are a few Roman ruins, stands in 
a plain at the foot of the Mount Beatitude, on 
the opposite side of the ravine. There are some 
curious old convents in the side of the cliff, on 
the left in going from the village of Majdil (the 
ancient Magdala) to the Callah-el-Hammam; 
these convents are very singular, being built 
several stories high in the perpendicular cliff, 
with galleries, &c. About two miles south of 
Majdil are the nuns of six Roman baths of mi- 
neral water, but only of alttke-warm temperature. 
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The baths are circular (from fifteen to 
feet in diameter,) inclosed with a wall ah^at 
twelve feet high within, and six withoutf; at 
present there is 'no apparent means of ingress 
OK egress. The spot whlbre they are is now 
very picturesque, being close tO/ the lake, 
and overgrown with shrubs,^’ weeds, and wild 
flowers; the water is very clear, and about six 
or seven feet deep, with pebbles at the bottom^ 
l^ere are' also 'fish sporting about in them ; the 
spring discharges itself into the lake, subil^tt^v 
neottsly, through the waU. We swam to th^ 
Scorpion Rock mentioned by Josephus, but found 
no scorpions on it. 

March 10. In the forenoon we left Tiberias 
and observed, in following the borders of the lake, 
one of the circular towers with part of the wall of 
the ancient town on that side. We left the hot 
baths about noon; drawing towards the southern 
extremity of the lake, we observed, on our right, 
at the foot of the hills, an extensive aqueduct, 
and at the entrance are traces of the walls of 
Tarichea, which appears to have been situated on 
two eminences, one on the right of our road, and 
the other bordering on the discharge of the lake, 
by the Jordan; this latter appears to have been 
artificially surrounded by water on the other sides. 
The Jordan winds extremely here, but has little 
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curvcnt. Tlic ruins of the Roman bridge (alluded 
th'sjn' going to Om Keis) had ten arches : the road 
cont’nues from hence through rather a naked 
couiiltry, with occasional views of the river. About 
threV.^’clock we came to a khan near abridge; 
they are 'both*hrather picturesque objects; the 
bridge consists of ? n arch in the centre, with sm^l 
arches upon arches on the sides. About one hour . 
beyond this, we observed by the road side a Eomah 
mile-stone, but there were only two oy three dis*^ 
tu^dbtters visible on it. Farther on, the pavement 
\t the ancient road is perceivable, and about two 
miles from Bysan we saw a sarcophagus on the 
brow of a slight eminence on the right of the road ; 
hence we crossed a small stream and ascended to 
Bysan about .dusk ; during the latter part of this 
day’s journey we remarked a great number of Arab 
camps. Bysan is supposed to be the Bethshan of 
scripture, afterwards ealled Scythopolis, the 
largest city of the Decapolis, and the only one 
oh that side of the Jordan. It was to the wall 
of Bethshan, that the body of Saul was fastened 
after he was slain (**). 

. March 11. We employed ourselves in inspect- 
ing the ruins. The principal object is the theatre 
which is quite distinct, but now completely filled 
with wedfe ; it measures across the front, as well 
as-we can remember, one hundred and eighty feet. 
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and it has this singularity above all other theat^ps 
that we have ever seen, viz. that those oval los- 
ses half way up the theatre, mentioned by "^tru- 
vius as being, constructed to contain the Brass 
sounding tubes, are found htrc ; as Mr.B. not 
Ihrtely read Vitruvius, we were' njiite at a loss 
'What use to apply the.se very curious cells to ’> 
tJiere are seven of them, and Vitruvius mentions 
that even in his day very few theatres had theim 
We were lucky enough to find this useful author 
in the Ubrary of the convent while at Jeru*^!^^., 
We were very careful in taking a very corr^ 
plan of this theatre, attending to every minute 
particular. 

We found twenty-four sculls and other bones 
in one of the most concealed vomitories ; ^in one 
of the sculls a viper was basking with his body 
twisted between the eyes, presenting a good 
subject for a moralizer. The other remains are 
the tombs, which are interesting enough ; they lie 
to the N. E. of the Acropolis, without the walls ; 
the sarcophagi remain in some of them ; we were 
interested in finding the niches, of a triangular 
shape, for the lamps ; some of the doors were also 
hanging on the ancient hinges of stone, in remark- 
able preservation. Two streams run through 
the ruins of the city, almost insulating Hie Acro- 
polis ; there is a fine Roman bridge over the one 
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to, the S. W. of the Acropolis, and beyond it 
may be seen the paved way which led to the an- 
cient^ Ptolemais, now Acre. The plains extend 
in ipis direction to the sea-coast, without any 
interlo ping moun^ns. On the other side the 
walls of th^to^ cross the rivulet (a little below 
where both linit^ in one stream) in a singular 
manner; one hig^ arch in the centre, w^|b h 
^smaller on each end of it, appear to have fonne<] a 
bridg* and on the outside the wall of the city 
'way continued on the edge of the bridge^ It 
t^ould appear as if the centre arch had been 
blocked up by a grating, allowing the stream to 
pass through; the outer part of the other two 
smaller ardies was walled up. On the hill near 
this arch the ruins of one of the gates of the city 
are very distinguishable, and amongst the remains 
are prostrate columns of Corinthian architecture. 
The Acropolis is a high circular hill, on the top 
of which are the traces of the walls which en- 
compassed it. The people are a fanatical set. 

March 12. At eight o’clock in the morning we 
left Bysan. Near the town are the ruins of many 
subterranean granaries (**). Taking guides for ford- 
ing the Jordan from an Arab camp, we reached 
its banks in one hour and twenty minutes ; we ob- 
served them to be very prettily wooded, although 
the more distant parts of the plains are quite 
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destitute of trees. Near tlie ford, at about half, a 
mile to the south, is a tomb called “ Sheikh Daojrd,” 
standing on an apparent round hill resembling a 
barrow. The stream of the Jordan is here M^uch 
more swift than in that part, near the la^e of 
Tiberias *. the depth at the fo5^'/(,ce^hed above 
the bellies of the horses. 'Ve measured the 
Ibreadth, and found it to be one hundred and forty 
feet; we bathed here. From the Jordan w^ 
turned to the right of the path to see “ Tabathat 
Jahkil,” which we reached in about half au'^iraj^ ; 
here the ruins of a modern village stand on a hilV 
bearing E. S. E. from the Acropolis of Bysan; and 
in a plain to the west of it are the ruins of a 
square building, with a semi-circular end, which 
appears to have been surrounded by columps; on 
the east and south side of the hill are considerable 
ruins of some ancient city which must have been 
of great extent. The situation is beautiful, being 
on the side of a ravine, with a picturesque stream- 
running at the bottom. As this place appears to 
be as ancient as the ruins of Scythopolis, and 
full two-thirds of its size, it appears unac- 
countable that history should not mention a place 
so near " the principal city of the Decapolis” as 
this is; we searched for inscriptions, but in vain. 
The ruins of a hnc temple are situated near the wa- 
ter-side, and amongst the columns are discovered 
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three orders of arcldtecture, Doric, Ionic, 
and Corinthian ; the river passing to the south, 
finally communicates with the Jordan. Crossing 
the nvulet;^and following apath*to*the southward* 
we 'v^ejQondiD^afr fo a small plain very thickly 
set with h'eilAi^?, and particularly the mustard 
plant, reaching high as our ho]^8 bef|&; 
looking from thence tp the eastward we 
•«pvera^ excavations in the side of the hills ^ ill^ 
are probably the Necrophli^^ for Mr. Babhes Was ' 
jri!‘jfined of several tomhs hi that" direction, re- 
^embling those at Byitth and Om Keis, wUdi 
.information was confirmiSd at Hallawye. Finding 
no path this way, we re-crossed the rivulet, and 
proceeding to the north rejoined the track from 
the Jordan, which we had originally quitted to visit 
Tabathat Fidikil ; from hence we began to ascend, 
passing through occasional hill and vale, well 
wooded, the country gradually increasing in 
beauty. On our left we saw the spot where 
Elijah was fed by the ravens (**) ; there are many 
villages in this direction. 

March 13. We slept at Hallawye. In the 
morning we, continued our route, and passed 
through the most beautiful woodland scenery, 
with the gall oak, wild olive, arbutus, &c. &c. in 
great luxuriance, and a variety of wild flowers* 
such as the cyclamen, crimson anemone, &c. on a 
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rich soil. We arrived in three hours at a villa^ ’ 
called Cafringee, situated at the southern ex- • 
tremity of the valley of Adjeloun (“). There are 
sufficient fraghiehts amongst the rubbish hnd 
buildings of Cafringee, to Juir^e ,that^hejs€ was 
iMace a Roman town or some e«^.«?^n the spot. 

remained here . about an h^.r, and then send- 
iii^ our baggajge' by the vale to the village of 
A^elouu, p]:oc^e4> lb company with th^ priq^.. 
eqial of the^&eigh|iourhood, to* the Callah- 

eb|itibbat, situated on an eminence, an hourisMlt;, 
tence, to the N« W.^. About- half way up the-^ 
luR we were shewn a great cave, thet most ex-, 
tensive natural one w-e had .seen in Syrutji^rthis, 
supposing the<. valley - to. be the same wHh that 
alluded to in Joshua, ch^>x. may .be thei;f eave 
of Makkedah,” in which the kings hid 
themselves and were buried (*®). The CaUah^ieb 
B^ibbat commands, by its elevated situatkm, 
a most extensive view of the plain of., the Jordan> 
the lakes Asphaltes and Tiberias, and ,a' vast 
tract of country in every direction. Indeed, for 
several days we had constantly this castle in view 
from all quarters (^) ; unluckily for us the weather 
was too hazy to admit of our profiting rnuch;!^ 
our situation, but we fully examined evesy pgrt 
of the castle, which is entirelytof j.Turlurii.axiridl- 
tecture, and has an Arabic inscription 4n one 
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►the centre stones. The building is constructed out 
of the rock, which they have expavated to form the 
moat round it. There are some tanks near the 
ca^le ; we now descended to the village to pass 
the W^fi/GnS at Adjeloun, in the court of 

an old mosqiie, a Roman mile-stone, and in the 
building itself, sefpral fragments of Roman 
ture. The next day jnre went to Souf. 

Jitour^rom Adjeloun, we passed thifbugb the V^EIa^ 
of Eugen ; here are some R^an tombs, aitd’kvi^ 
sarcophagi cut in the live" rode. ' Front' Itence, 
towards Souf, the Toad led through a narrow' and 
pictnresqtie valley, with a fine view of the Caflah- 
eh^Rttbbat behind us. This vale opens at the 
fm^eir end into a plun, whenOe the road passes 
through a woody, uneven country, extremely beau- 
tiful. We here observed the arbutus of unusual 
dimensions and great beauty ; one tree was about 
six feet in circumference, and in some instances 
the Valonia oak and arbutus andrachne were 
gromng grafted together, probably from the 
TCom or berry of either having aceidently drop- 
ped into some crack,* in the stem of the othet, 
and taken root. The Roman road is discerni- 
ble' beyond this situation as you advance into 
Irplain neaf. &nf ; we saw likewise three Roman 
mil^^tones to each other; it is about two 
hours’and a hidfs journey from Adjeloiin to Souf. 
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Souf is a Ainall village situated on the side of 

a hill ; in the vale below it is the source 'of 

( 

a stream which runs through the valley. At the 
fountain is an hnperfcct Greek inscription, an^ in 
the ruins of a church in the visage a mil^f^stone, 
together with an altar having a ui'eek inscription. 
At three in the afternoon, we* went with three 
armed natives of Souf to Djerash. We took the 
shortest road over the hills one hour, and aft^ 
taking a general view of the ruins, returned to 
Souf by a valley to the N. E. of that place. 
This latter road is Very beautifully wooded, hav- 
ing a picturesque stream, with its banks covered 
with the oleander. We found the natives of Souf 
a very rude set of people, constantly annoying us 
with stories about the dytchmaan or enemies, 
alluding to the Salhaan Arabs, who are encamped 
near Djerash ; but it was evidently done with a 
view to induce us to have a strong escort from the 
village every time we went to Djerash, which 
as they asked two piastres per man each trip, was 
well worth their pains. In consequence of these 
remonstrances, we went on the 15th to Djerash 
again, accompanied by the sheikh of Souf and 
ten of his people. We employed ourselves in 
taking measures of one of the temples; our at- 
tendants annoyed us in the meantime with officious 
remarks on their use in protecting us agunst the 



LETTER IV.] , SYRIA. 3()<) 

^Arabs ; two of these arrived, armed with pikes, 
daring the day, but they were very quiet ; they 
were on horseback. We returned to Souf rather 
ear^ in the afternoon. • • 

March 16. It yaiRed hard; but had it been 
fine, the na{:lvfo'‘ 3 f Souf refused to attend us any 
more to Dj crash, filing us the old story of. their 
terror of the dytclimaan. In the afternoon Jke 
^ interpreter and soldier of Mr. Bankes arrived, wi|^ 
a young prince of the: BeneKuckher Arabs andiep. 
W his men, all of the . Bepesuckher tribe; the 
prince, named Ebyn Fayes, was attended by his 
mace-beiu'er; the mace was of iron, hollow, and 
about two feet long. They were well mounted 
and armed, and as they galloped down the hill, 
firing their pistols and manoeuvring with their 
spears, they made a curious and interesting ap- 
pearance. Mr. B. had dispatched the interpreter 
and soldier from Adjeloun to the Benesuckher 
camp, for a guard to conduct us to the several 
places lying east of the Jordan and Dead Sea 
which we wished to visit : he had a list . of 
places which Burkhardt had visited, and a note of 
his route by Kerek and Wady Mousa, intending to 
pass from the latter to the south end of the Dead 
Sea, and by Hebron to Jerusalem. The interpre- 
ter, however, could only make a bargain with 
these people as far as Kerek, as they said they 
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were at war with the tribes beyond that place, 
and could go no further. As the places beyond 
Kerek were the 'most difficult to reach, there 
seemed to be little hope of performing the whote of 
th» journey under their protections we, hoover, 
kept them for the present, hopii^di£,-w^reached 
Kerek with them, to pursue th^ further object of 
our journey by . other means ; as the natives of 
Kerek are mostly Christians, and in the habit of 
msldng theirs pSgsiinage <ta Jerusalem by that 
route. Volney mentions a report by the Arabs^ 
*^that there are to ^e.& £; of .the lake- Asphal. 
te8y>within< three days’ journeys upwards .of three 
hundred ruined >towns!«bsolutely deserted se- 
veral have large edifices with columns. '^This 
was the country of the Nabatheans, the most po- 
tent of the Arabs and of theldumseans, who at the 
lime of the destruction of Jerusalem were almost 
as numerous as the Jews.” (See Josephus.) 
Our lamented friend Sheikh Ibrahim, in his notes, 
tells us, that three days south from Kerek are the 
ruins of Petra, the capital of the ancient Arabia 
Petrsea in the Wady Mousa. Here are wonder- 
fully fine temples cut out of the roek> and 
more than two hundred sepulchres, to use ^his 
own expresdon. Since the death of the pM« 
sheikh, no European living has seen. this place, 
indeed the others to the S. E. of the Dead Sea.. 
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Hebron is the ancient Kiriath Arba, and is said 
to be of higher antiquity than Memphis ; to sec 
the/site of such a place, exites ho ordinary degree 
of Interest. Abraun or Hebron, is the place also 
whejo Abraham I should now add, that the 

bargain wh’ch ^’e had made with the Arabs was 
to conduct us s{{fc to Kerek for one thousand 
piastres; Mr. B. unfortunately paid the' 
the money before hand, and to this unfoctt^a^ 
step, Ve owe all the tricks they afiterwards played 
' us. 

March 17. . We qsdtted^ Souf with our Arab 
guard,- and passed ths day in taking .further 
measurements at .Djerash. We took this .day 
the length ^ the main street, the Ionic oval, 
the length from the S. W. gate to the Circus, 
which is. outside-, the town to the souths and the 
dimensions, of the -stadium and the triumphal 
arch near it. It was this day that the A/abs 
got Mr. Bankes to pay eUl the money in ad- 
vance; and from that moment commenced a 
regular train of impositions and falsehoods on 
their part, which in the end induced us to leave 
them and to abandon the journey. In dealing 
with these Arabs one should never pay them a 
para in advance^ but make a bargain that they 
4nr€ to receive ■ nothing till they have completed 
their contract. They are a cunning set of people, 
who behave well when they are kept in check 
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in this manner, but when once paid before hand,, 
they continue to teaze you for more arid 
more, and having* received the whole of their 
agreement, consider you as completely in their 
poorer, and do as they like 'w^th, you ;_jiprhaps 
few people, since Lady H. S. sjjfciiled "the market 

Palmyra, have succeeded so quietly with them 
as we; did in going to that pface ; and this was 
certainly awing to our persisting in not paying a . 
para jtill the agreewnt was ftilrilled. In the 
evening we went to Katty, a village one hour 
distant to the W. N. W. of Djerash, in a beau- 
tiful situation, and passed the night there ; the 
Arabs here made a demand for money to feed 
themselves, and we agreed with them for thirty 
piastres per day. 

March 18 . This morning we went to Djerash 
again; we measured this day the walls of the 
town, and the principal temple. Some of the 
Salhaan Arabs appearing in the distance, our 
Benesuckher friends galloped off to parley with 
them, and we were constantly teazed about the 
dytehmaan. We went this night, by the desire 
of our conductors, to a small camp of the SaL 
haans, lying one hour and a half to the S. £. of 
Djerash, although they had been continually call- 
ing them their enemies. On our way they tried 
to persuade Mr. Bankes to give a horse to the 
Salhaans; this request took place in a valley about 
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Jialf an hour distant, and was made in a very 
mysterious manner; on Mr. B.’s refusal they at 
first stopped to go somewhere* else, but finally 
conducted us to the camp, and said they would 
give up one of* their* own horses, and even went 
through the ceremony of parading their present 
before the tent jpe were in. We never ascer* 
tained whether the animal was really giren^'lmt 
we rather suppose tAat it was- an 'attempt ^ 
induce us to part with one bf our horses. 

* * March I9. We went in the morning to ex- 
amine a place called ReasHy, but found nothing 
there of consequence. ' The Benesuckher Arabs 
refused to go to Djerash excusing themselves 
by saying they had fear of the Salhaans; we 
were very anxious to. finish the plan of Djerash, 
no perscm having ever published on these antiqui- 
ties ; and, indeed, they were unknown to Europeans 
until Mr. Seetzen, discovered them in 1 806. ' I 
believe Mr. B., Sir W. Chatterton, Mr. Leslie, 
Sheikh Ibrahim, and Mr. Buckingham, are the 
only Europeans who have seen them. The Arabs 
were now told that Mr. B. would give up the 
researches he had intended to make on the banks 
of the Zerka in favour of Djerash; we accordingly 
set out in that direction with three of the Arabs, 
the remainder proceeding with our baggage from 
the Salhaan camp to Katty. In our way we 
ascended to Nebi Hood, a village situated on the 
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summit of a hill S. S. E. of Djerash; the village 
is at present deserted; we found a Grenk 
inscription on an 'altar in the court-yard of one 
of the houses.'- We were going from hence to 
Djerash, when one of the *thyee Arabs who ac- 
companied us, and had advanced a little in front, 
.fcturned to inform us that si}c of the Salhaan 
Arabs waiting near Djerash to intercept us. 
We) accordingly returned to join some ipore of ,, 
the Benesocddier party,- after having first recon- 
noitred ouarselves. • We soon met the remainder'^ 
of our escort^ on .their way .to Katty, -and there- 
fore proceeded ) with them all, and had a parley 
with the six Salhaans; who after some conversa- 
tion, in which they said thht they wanted heads 
not money,” told the Benesuckhers - that we 
had thxxr permission to remain at Djerash till the 
afternoon of this day. Our Benesuckher friends 
and 'ourselves laughed heartily at them, as the 
cimurastances of their being enabled to bring 
only six armed men to intercept us, was no great 
proof of their force. We endeavoured to finish with 
Djeraidi this day, but though we were at work till 
^k (Irby and myself measuring, and Mr^Bardces 
drawing; copying inscriptions, &c.), we could not 
complete our work: in the course 'ofiithk 
Mr. Bankes- was robbed of hiacap bytaa'canned 
Arab, who, having concealed hknsdf amongst the 
ruins of the great theatre, stole on him unpm:- 
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_ceived while he was drawing. We passed the night 
at'Katty; just as we arrived a great quarrel en- 
sued between the Benesuckhels and the villa- 
gers; the scene of action was on the house tops. 
It is a custom in the country, that travellers are 
fed gratis for oAe night; and there is in every 
Turkish village v^^^m to lodge them in. Eu- 
ropean travellers generally; on 
a present to the servants,, at kleast equInaleii.t^lNii' 
what has been consumed. i .1 meoiticHied 
that we had giveaiH the Arabs thirty; piastres 
per day to feed th^oiselves ; these cunning fellows; 
howeverr^anted to force the villagers to feed* 
them,' although they>faad been there before* on 
the night ot the seventeenth, and as the poor 
people had to feed the horses gratis, as well as 
the men, it came very hard on them. ' We paid 
for every thing 0)0 got, and we assured the villa- 
gears that the Benesuckhers were provided with 
money to pay for all th^ had. Perhaps a more 
curious battle never to<^ place; for although 
there was much appearance of anger and rage, and 
the ’greatest noise and confusion imaginable, men, 
women, and children, all mixed together pell 
mell; nevertheless all were cautious to avoid 
blows, and the affray ended to the advantage of 
the«poor natives, the Benesuckhers retreating 
from the idllage; iwe remained. 

March 20. We went in the morning to Djcrush 
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to finish our operations; a very singular circum-^ 
stance here took place . Mr. B.’s soldier of Damas- 
cus, whom he had always found very useful and 
attached, had within the last two or three days 
very much altered his manners and conduct, and 
exhibited strong proofs of fear," both in words 
and actions; on our way to D^rash he t'old us 
'frequently Arabs would strip us all of every 

thing, iffid;whila' Mr., Bankes was taking a cop^^ 
of an inscription near the north gate of the city, 
the soldier very slowly, without making any'^ 
further observations, walked off, and was never 
seen any more. On the preceding evemng he said 
he had received information of some Damascus 
troops having arrived at a town a few ' hours’ 
distant, and asked permission to depart in the 
night to procure them for our protection; how- 
ever, he did not then go, as the villagers persuaded 
him to the contrary; we, of course, imagined that 
this was his object in setting off, and that finding 
tire report false; he had returned to Damascus. 
Two , spy-glasses were found missing, which Mr. 
B. had with him, to make presents of ; we did 
not, however, suspect him of any roguery in this 
respect, although he certainly took the interprer 
ter’s gun, leaving his own, which was worse. This 
theft we afterwards heard was proved; the Arabs 
denied having taken the telescopes. It was two 
o’clock in the afternoon before, we had completed 
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^our operations at Djerash, which place I will 
now add a few remarks on. It has heen a splen- 
did city, built on two sides of a valley, with a 
fine stream running through it*; the situation is 
beautiful. The towft has -been principally com- 
posed of two main streets, crossing each other in 
the centre at ri^t angles, like Antinoe^ The 
streets have been lined with a douhl^^ of 
columns, some of which are loific and some: 
rinthian ; the pavement is exceedingly good, and 
‘there is an elevated space on each side for foot 
passengers ; the marks of the chariot wheels are 
visible in many parts of the streets. Djerash, sup- 
posed to be either Pella or Gerasa, but in some 
relicts answering to neither, can boast of more 
public, edifices than any city we have seen, 
lliere are two theatres, two grand temples, one, 
as appears by a Greek inscription, dedicated to 
the sun, like that at Palmyra, and not unlike 
thai edifice, being constructed in the centre of 
an immense double peristyle court. The diameter 
of the columns of the temple is five feet, and the 
height of just proportions ; the capitals are Co- 
rinthian and well executed. One singularity in 
this edifice is a chamber under ground, below the 
principal hall of the temple, with a bath in the 
centre. Five or six inferior temples are scat- 
tered about the town ; and a magnificent Ionic 
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oval space of three hundred and nine feet long^ 
adds greatly to the beauty pf the ruins. The scene 
of the larger theatre is nearly perfect, presenting 
a skigularity vfery rarely to be met wjth. There 
are two grand baths, aud al^ two bridges crossing 
the valley and river. The temples, and both 
theatres, are built of marble, bfrt not of a very fine 
sort. Three h^uvdred yards from the S. W; gate 
is it is the^riuyirr 

phalarch. The eemetery surrounds the city, bu^ 
the sarcoph^ are not very highly finished ; up- 
wards of two hundred and thirty columns are 
how stimding in the city. There is tO’the N. E.. 
about two hundred yards distance, a* v^y large 
reservoir for water, and a picturesque tomb 
fronted by four Corinthian columns; nearitis-edso 
an aqueducti These ruins being overgrown with 
wood, are objects- of considerable- interest. There 
are numerous insmptions in all directions, chiefly 
ef the time of Antoninus Ifins; most of them 
much mutilated; but the one 1 alluded to about 
the Temple of the -Sun, was on the pTopyleum of 
that edifice, which has been a grand piece of 
architecture. On the -whole we hold Djerash to- 
be a much finer mass of ruins than Palmyra the 
city has three entrances of richly ornaUmhied' 
gateways, and the remains of the wall, with Ihl 
occasional towers, are in wondeirful preservatiiMti 
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... .At two o’dock in the afternoon, having com- 
pleted our operations, we set out in a S. W. 
direction for Szali ; we observed ^pieces of columns 
apparently ^unfinished. .an h^r and twenty 
minutes we crossed tlte ZdHsia. .«The Zerka is a 
small stream winding prettily in a narrow valley, 
which is not so wdfi wooded as its neighbourhood; 
there are the ruins of a small buildis^. on. Hie 
front of the hills near the findii Asoendkigd^in 
the rivulet, we passed some raaall sites of towns, 
possessing nothing, of interest;, and at- five in the 
evening, we arrived at a -camp:^ the Salhaans> 
where we passed &e night. 

March SI.. This morning we proceeded, but 
sfaorHy coining to a cross-road, the Benesuckliers 
said they could not reach Szalt that day, but would 
conduct us to a camp of their own; although 'we 
knew that Szalt could be only a few hours’ 
distant. We positively insisted' upon bmng con* 
ducted to Szalt, which after much altercation, in a 
lonely valley, they consented to do, if we would 
^ve two hundred piastres to each of the sheikhs 
oftSnslt, Heshbon, and Kerek, and also to thern*^ 
se)ve8<five days’ advance of the thirty piastres per 
day for their food. All this was positively refused, 
^e^ting’ the tlurty for the present day; and 
after much altercation, the Benesuckhers evidently 
eftdeavooringyboth by their threats and the place 
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they had chosen, to frighten us into a compliance^ 
with their demands ; the dispute ended by our 
going to Szalt, accompanied by the prime minister 
(as we termed liim) of l/ae young prince, the chief 
of the party. The mic^ster hf a very great rogue ; 
he is not an Arab born; we thought he had much 
<the appearance of a Levantinc,^*ef some European 
extraction. . ^ 

It was he who put every bad idea into the^min^ ^ 
of the prince, and the rest of the Arabs, who were 
mostly very young men, and not so well versed'^ 
in the art of cheating as himself. We did not 
Succeed in getting to 8 zalt, until the interpreter, 
and theArab Seys who took cture of our horses, im- 
pelled by fear from the gesticulations of the 0{^)0- 
site party, had given the Arabs sixty piastres, for 
which we told them they must themselves be.the 
sufferers. The prince and his gang now quitted 
us for their own camp, as they said they could not 
enter Szalt, because ^they were at war with the in-- 
habitants. On leaving them we crossed over some 
small hills into a spacious valley called Bayga, in 
which are the ruins of a large square cyclopean 
building (*), perhaps a fortress; on quitting 
which, we ascended to the westward over some 
rugged rocks, and thence descended into, imd' . 
passed through some picturesque vallies. most,. ' 
beautifully wooded. From these vallies we again 
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over some barren soil, and descending 
•again, went by some vineyards, inclosed with 
stone walls (^, on Our left; Whence turning 
round a point to our right,\we had W first view 
of Szalt, not ten mirihtes’^is^ttt from us, the 
castle is situated oh the top of a Ml, on the sides 
of which is the viilage, nearly summnded; 4^; 
a valley and by high hills^ fi^rming a 
picaresque object. The ^dgii|^o^d abotw^l' 
in vineyards and oHyesr we fiMEKd' fiifest 
raisins here that we l^id seen In-jSyiaa. 3?h« 
inhabitants of Szalt are Bumeroiii^ itnd more than 
one-third of ;tli«ii «« Christiana. We arrived, 
tret tloou^,^ both osuselves nad baggage ; the 
pe<^ riieWed us great attention, drying our 
clothes befiire the fire. We first went to the 
ri^^j'sdjers’ ruomii but were soon after conducted io 
thiK house of a Christian. Bad weather con- 
tidu^. rile whole of the next day, but on, the 
^enty-'tiiird the weather becpme fairer. In 
.ebneeqnence of the treachery of the Arabs, we 
mUd to quit them, and if possible to get the 
nalives of Szalt to conduct us to Kerek. The 
n^iater made some extravagant demands, how- 
ever he was paid up to the day, and told, his 
Se^riqes and those of his comrades were no longer 
Feoted. He now tried all he could to induce 
us ^ oensm^ to go to their camp, but this would 
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have been a very imprudent course to have-' 
taken ; finding that he could not either by • 
good or bad v>'brds prevail on us to go, he said 
that his companions Would take care, that we did 
not stir from Sfejjlt/’ lintil'': we consented to his 
'^l^me, and w^t off in a hufil To shew how 
^^(e we fisated these th; .afs; we took a vtalk 
of two hdi»^ and risfunied in the evening. Some 
Of the Watives^ of Szalt insulted' n% 

oh out wished next day to goto 

Amaun, but tHe^sdn of the sheikh of the town 
told us his father Was gone to the Arabsyand.. 
^at he could do nothing till his rettnm. 

March 24. This morning the shi^di’s stm and 
five other guards accompanied us tb viill^lome 
places in the neighbourhood. The hrst '^is a 
village called Athan, situated two hours' distimi 
to the N. N. W. There is a ruined village hWie; 
we saw nothing of antiquity; but in ascehdbg 
from it we observed some sarcophagi- cUt ‘ but 
of the live rock. We afterwards went to a placO 
called Gilhad Gilhood, where there are two old 
tombs; one of them has since been used as a 
Christian chapel, the natives say it is the Mitlw 
place of the prophet Elijah. There are- 
sarcophagi cut out of the ro^, and other anili^^ 
remains. Wc visited, in all, fiVbtuined 
which serve at least to shew thtd'ifre ebuntiy Ifing 
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five or six miles to the north of Szalt, was once 
. more populous than it is at present. Szalt has 
been thought to be the ancidm Amathus, but 
we are more inclined to l^lievei^o beMachserus 
where John the BapjMt beheaded. The coun- 
try in general 1^ extremely beautiful and woody. 
On our return to* t^ie -tovim we fp^nd-v# 
messenger from the fienesu<dche« prince, hinting 
^ w to go to his camp f^d a^t .oiMrd[%r^iiM* 
^ but we had detern^l«^,if <m ^ 

'the natives of ; reused, t6 conduct os to 
Kerek, to recrosa, the Joidan 'Und proceed, to 
Jerusalem,. w^fi! 0 .yve could adopt other measures 
lOtr earrying our plamj^to.exeoution. 

: lfarchS9> In , the morning, at nine o’clock, 
WjO-quittfd Saalt in the middle of a great dispute 
; the natives, whether they should or 
l^ould not deliver us up to the Arabs; the tops 
^^aU the houses were covered with women and 
^-idiildren to see the result of the fray. On quit- 
idug the house, our interpreter was missing, and 
,;after waiting some time, we found him concealed 
behind the door crying bitterly. The first object 
.■Me saw was the prime-minister whom we had not 
seen once the -twenty-third; he was in company 
the black and another Benesuckher Arab, 
and 'mounting their horses theyimmediately joined 
UBj‘ and endekvmired all they could to persuade 
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US to go the; wrong road, in which they were 
joined by all. the Turkish natives of the place, 
who kept bawlHig to us that we were going 
wrong. Fortiihately, /hen walking out one day, 
had made inquirH^and had discovered the 
sight road to Jerusalem; and, therefore, in spite 
their remonstrances, we -took the road we 
imew to be right, ■ '^e p^w of the prime- 
mini^tor was> 4oubtles^ to lead us to the Arabs’ 
caxpp.imdftb<are,dat^ till they ha4 gof wliat 

they wanted, . .As we ascended tiie.Jhill, followM 
the Arabs, we .soon got >a view of the Dead 
■See, ^he neighbourhood of Jeriehp> and the plain 
of the Jordan. We had given hut that our inteiu 
tion, was to pass through Jericho oil our way to 
Jerusalem; but having deviated from the ri^ 
path shortly after we began to descend, we had 
an idea of passing on .to Bysan. One . <4 the Arabs 
quitted us on the brow of the hill; and when they 
saw that we had ceased to keep the road to Jeiir, 
cho, the black man wept also. Both these ipe!^[i^ 
had, no doubt, for their object, to give information 
to the prince and his party qf the track we had 
taken. A little after mid-day, when we 
nearly descended into the first part of the .plainii, 
to the minister’s surprise and vexation, we turned 
short off to the ford of the Jordan, which 
saw in the distance, and quitted him, notwithr 
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.Standing his numerous remonstrances; indeed, 
had we continued long in the track we were goings 
we should soon have been amoKgst some of the 
Benesuckh^r camps, as Ve. haflNhortly before 
passed five or six ^fcaRWVamps, but of what 
tribe we did not^now. W§ now pushed straight 
for the Jordan, aiM reached its hanks 
o’clock. At the foot of tite moimiams we <ihsel*i(^ 
»s<)pie j^ery singular, intkiesflDgrmdcertaudjr '^ii^ 

, ancient tombs, composed, of gn^t rough stoned 
r^embling whait is C^d "Kitffs Cotty House ih 
. Kent.” They were heat of two long ade stones, 
with one at eadi'c^ and a small door in frcmt, ‘ 
rnMtfy focdi^ to Hae' nelth; this door was cut m 
the stone. ' All W(»e of rough stones apparently' 
no*' hew^ but found in flat fragments, many of 
whfob i^ Sden about the spot in huge flakes; 
<#vbr *ihe^/#iiole was laid an immense flat piece 
pruj^ting both at the sides and ends. What 
lUiafeied these tombs more remarkable was, that 
interior was not long enough for a body, 
bi&g only five feet; this is dccasioned by both 
the' front and back stones being considerably 
wid^ the mids of the side ones. There were’ 
about twenty-seven of these tombs, very irregu- 
liil^' situated. The plain, from the foot of the 
nSOnUtains, is about half way pretty level, but 
barnn ; thence it becomes very rugged, consisting 
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of a quantity of hills, vales, and deep chasms, iii . 
a dry soil, of a very white appearance add of a 
salti^i nature ; ydiis continues to within a quar- 
ter of a mile of the riv/r’s bank ; whepce the rest 
is a rich, flat plain t^|.e ^margin of the river, 
which is in the bottom of a deep ravine, beauti- 
, 01 ^ wooded, and so overgrov^ir, that the stream 
18 not seen till you are do^ to it. The Callah- 
el-^Bub^t hore N. half K. from th^foig^. 
Hdreabbitts It would be interesting to search for ,, 
thd twelve stones put for a monument of th^ 
IsraeUtes passing the river (“). ^^he water was 
'too high for us to search, and indeed we‘ were not 
very much at our ease, with the id^ of the Arabs 
being in chase of us. We were detailed' til] 
nearly three o’clock before we iconld cross ilb 
river, which, to our surprise, was very much 
swollen ; an Arab, on horseback, arrived shortly 
after us, and as he had no baggage, was 
mounted, and likely to be acquainted witibi the 
ford, we requested him to cross first, that 
might profit by his example; but like 'the 
peasants oh Mount Lebanon, he refused to lead 
the way. We therefore crossed one at a thh^ 
the rest directing the progress of the one pasriUg, 
from an eminence on the banks ; the stremn ifis. 
exceedingly rapid, and so deep, that We welb 
obliged to swim our horses. Which, wirii our fttCrs 
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arms, Ibaggage, and ourselves on their backs, was 
no easy task. We all, in consequence, got 
completely wet through, anck all our papers, 
pocket books, &c. were totally. Spoiled. From 
the river we pursued \a^JM^ection W. N. W. for 
two hours, into a^i^lWalley; there was no 
rqad or track. On the right w^ 
gi^at cave, with an art|fidal door; a.labp^ 
misinformed us, wd ^ bjf 

a*de^, dry torrent in fi^c]h.of a i^tiage.'/ 
^wandering in yain .;W;.dn^j we ca;^ to the ter- 
mination. of .l^yallny, and saw no signs of any 
path pr haldt^on. Jt now came on to rain hard 
with thn^ef .and..^glitning, and we were glad to 
.shslt^ for the night in a cave used occar 
^^malljr hy the she^erds (’*). 

.. . March At day-light we were forced to 
retoaee onr. steps, and return to the valley we had 
.which we found was called Wady Zeit (Oil 
¥aU^) ; it has a village called Agrarba, whidi 
we .did not see. On entering Wady Zeit, the 
peasants all came out, armed with six muskets 
,and their instruments of agriculture. Seeing 
six -people mounted, issuing out of an uninhabited 
-vaUey, so early in the morning, they had mistaken 
for Bedouins. We got from them a guide 
for.-Nablous. From these people we learnt that 
the Arabs had mrossed the Jordan the preceding 
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evening in chase of us, and fiulihg to get any in> 
formation, had' returned to the other side.«f the 
river. We, tl^efore, owe ^ur escape to the 
circumstance 6f* hayiiit lost our way. We 
(diserved that this rji^H^l^ey ends abruptly at 
the foot of the hills 'Jo the westward. We 
;'^f^l^wed^the principal road, wi^ich led us out by 
\a' ravine, to . the S. W.^. and' continued in 'this 
traeh tdl abotjt ^evsHr'o’i^ock, when we crossed 
ev^ji^the hSls to the wi^twai;d. About l^lf m 
hotfr after taid«day, we reach^ the village lot 
Bsdt Forage, situated th& side , of a rich ex- 
tensive plain, having skc other viUages on its 
borders, many olive yards, snidinuch com. We 
were glad to get some bteak&st harOi aftec an 
abstinence, with the exception of a few. dirt^ 
raisins, which we found in the bottiun tit One of 
our hourges, of twenty eight hours, since odr 
leaving Szalt. We remained till two o’clock, and 
then proceeded for Nablous, about two hours’ 
distant. In twenty minutes we arrived sat a 
ruined vill^e called Kaffer Baiter, about whidi 
are several old Roman tombs and tanks. In 
one of the former we found some dead bodres 
concealed, with the mouth closed with rubbirii. 
From thence we went to Nablous, the road 
leading us by Jacob’s Well, a short distance 
from which a valley in a southwn dbeetion, unites 
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with the one in' which Bait Forage and the six 
others are situated. Maundrell says, these rich 
valleys are supposed to be " the portion of land 
given by Jacob to his ^n^ Jos^h." Nablous is 
the ancient Sychem ) 'W'^iyent to the summit of 
Mount Gerizim) aiM iliom the ruins of a large 
town, with a ttyik, near a conspicuous j^b^SpUi’s 
tomb. 

March S8. We qu^t^'^Rblous, and 
Jerusalem on the tvmit^fiikrth. ; For ah exeili^ 
'description of and also of every thing 

that the p%tiih £s ^Wn ih; ' Jerusalem, I iaust 
refer ymi to^MshindTell; we took his book in our 
pockets, and visrted every place whidi he men> 
Jj^itms, nmst of them three different times; once 
l^y ourselves, once as Ciceroni to Lord Belmore 
Mid his family, .and once in the same capacity to 
liir. Legh, the same who published his Journey 
iaiiiiliabia. We have been to Bethlehem and St. 
Jala'S, were in the sepulchre at the Greek Easter, 
srai saw the celebrated trick of the holy fire, &c. 

.. ^May 1. We set off with all the pilgrims, es- 
corted by the governour, and a body of troops, for 
the Jordan. The sight was most impressive. 
The immense number of Christians from all quar- 
tos, the various costumes of Greece, the Copts 
from Egypt, the Abyssinians from /Ethiopia. 
Some of ^ pilgrims on camels, with double 
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cradles on their backs; some on *mules> in cradles 
also; some on horses ; some on asses; amounting 
to about five th^and, presented a most curious 
and interesting/sccnc/ Avinding along the iroad 
amongst the hills, in a j^>4tafar as the eye could 
reach, and sometimes ^p>dring through difierebt 
ppeuings in the mountains, two or three 
^^visionjs. In the evening we arrived at the camp 
near, jericho. W<f could i!tud no remains of Uie 
H^fiQdrmne which .JFosephttB places here. ^ * 

May S. At two this momiiig we started hy^ 
torch-light for the Jordma, ;wJiHdt' we reined at 
seven o'clock A.M. Here we found all the 
pilgrims bathing in the river, men, women, imd 
children, all mixed together. They immersed 
their clothes in the river, and collected bou^d^ ^ 
the trees, and bottles of the water to take home, 
in commemoration of their pilgrimage. Maun> 
drell mentions all these circumstances with much 
fidelity. We now went, attended by twO Arabs, 
to the Dead Sea, and bathed in it ; the water 
was as bitter and as buoyant as people have 
reported ; those of our party who could not swim, 
floated on its surface like corks ; on dipping the 
head in, the eyes smarted dreadfully, and we 
were much surprised to observe, on coming out 
of the lake, that the water did not evaporate 
from the body as is the case on emerging 
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from fresh water, but adhered to the skin, and 
was greasy to the feel or touch. At night we 
reached Jerusalem. Toymorro^, 

May 6 * We star^ w'^th two Arabs to make 
the tour of the •i^K'and search for the sites 
of the cities that are known to have stood in that 
direction. Our*party will consist of Mr. L(^h 
and his attendants, JSfx. Bankes and Insi md 
<Cap4ain Irby and mys^ We ^all muster aito- 
^gether eleven .piempl^ mclttding two Arabs; we 
have plenty of^tucms. We calculate that the trip 
will take us about three weeks; we have all 
dressed ourselves as Arabs of the desert, to excite 
less observation. Lord and Lady Belmore and 
their party have been here about three weeks » 
they came from Cairo by land, having taken the 
same route that we took. Their party is very 
strong, and they had a famous Arab chiefs brother 
to protect them. They are all now attiring them- 
selves as Arabs, and are going to visit Baalbec, 
Damascus, &c. after which they embark in their 
yacht for Europe. The friars of the convent had 
a serious dispute in the Holy Sepulchre the day 
before yesterday ; they were performing one of 
their ceremonies, when the Greeks attacked 
them, and wounded several. There has been 
much disputing before the governour in conse- 
quence, and this letter will go with the Tartar 
who carries their complaints to Constantinople 
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In Maundrell’s time there was a similar fray 
between the Greeks and Latins ; and the jealousy 
has existed ever j^lncc. Jn short, seeing how well 
this author has describt^ every thing -worthy of 
notice in this part, we a'bnjp^l^om^any particulars, 
and only beg you to remember that there is not 
any one object mentioned in Maundrell’s publica- 
tion that we did not car^Uy examine. When this 
tour is over, we ei|i1ii^]t, at. Acre for Cy^ru^ 
and thence follow tiie roiite nientioned in former 
letters. I cannot, however^ quit Jan^em without 
mentioning a singular adventure we had here. 
There is amongst the sepulchres which travellers 
have designated as " the Tombs of the Kings,” an 
excavated vault with an oblong portico, thus : 



the only visible entrance to this tomb is at one 
end of the portico, while from its construction 
there is every reason to suppose that a corres- 
ponding entrance would be at the other end, which 
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is now filled with rubbish. Mr. Bankes was so 
thoroughly convinced of this, that when at Con- 
stantinople he used 6ver^ exertbn to procure a 
firman authorizing him to excavc^ and ascertain 
the fact, but in vaira *■ now endeavoured to 
obtmn permission fron^iU governour of Jeru- 
salem to dig there ours^ves; but failed also 
in this instance. fiTow, as could, not pro^l^ 
any legal authority our lal^ui«> . 

^ter^ned on undc^iiaking 

%retly in a^ordingly purchased 

jtrivatel^ tmd implements of hus- 

bandry. Xate in the evening we quitted the town 
nnigly, from different gates, to avoid suspicion, 
and assembling at the rendezvous after dark, 
frund we mustered a working party of ten per- 
sons, viz. — Messrs. Bankes and Legh, Captain 
Corry and ourselves, together with five servants,’ 
including two of Lord Belmore’s smlors, whom 
his lordslup had allowed to assist us. We divided 
our party into two watches, and worked hard 
four hours at a spell during the whole night, 
digging and clearing away the rubbish. We 
were obliged to spare one of the servants as a 
centinel near the road side, to apprize us of the 
approach of any one. In the morning we had 
got down about ten feet, when we came to an 
immense block of stone, apparently in the very 
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spot where we expected to find the entrance to 
the tomb. As we were unable even to move this 
mass, we returned to the city tolerably fatigued, 
having been obliged, for want of spaces, to clear 
away the rubbish withii^h^nds. The next day 
Captain Carry, Mr. Ka^es, and Mahomet his 
j^hissary, by tl^ advice of Lord Belmore, suc- 
ceeded;' in the stone by heating it, 

and pouring eold vnU^i^ on it; but shortly after 
this was dope, our pedeSdiyabgs. were discovered 
by some Turks, and le^Med: ^ govemourS' 
who put a very effectual stopto'dhy;«xertions, by 
ordering the whole of the portico to be waUed in^ 
We send you a[ certificate from the reverendis- 
simo, of our having visited all the sacred j^Soes: 
at Jerusalem. 
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TOUR TO ®ETRA, AND ROUND THE DEAD SEA. 

Departure from Jerjfsakm * A ^Bethlehem. — Hebron - — 
Albaid. — Jellaheen Camp. — I^s.< south end of the 
Dead Sea. — Arrive''^ Kerek.-~Mahaima»—Medin.^ 
Hamahta or Mote. — GharundeL-r-Shobek.—Petra.-^ 
Mount Hor. — Return through Shobek.r—Kerek.—^ 
(jhornetfs Village. — Redtbath Moab- — Beit Kerm^-^ 

Oiban. Medeba.-’—“Oom~i-Rasass.——‘Heshbon . — 

Arrag-el-Emir — Szalt.-—Rabbath Ammon. — Djerash 
••^Kattp. — Rajih.— Tiberias. — Mount Tabor. —Arrive 
at Acre. 

Constantin opiiR, September IS, 1818. 

Our last letters, dated Jerusalem, in the beginning 
of May, will have apprized you of our intended 
tour round the Dead Sea and to Petra. We were 
then on the point of setting off; but before I quit 
the former place, it will be necessary to inform 
you of the obstacles which presented themselves, 
and the difficulties which we had to surmount 
before we commenced our journey. It had for 
some time been the wish of Mr. Bankes to under- 
take this tour, as the only two Europeans who 
had ever been at either Kerek or Wady Mousa 
(Valley of Moses or Petra) are both dead, viz. 
Sheikh Ibrahim and Mr. Seetzen. Both these 
travellers, indefatigable as they were, performed 
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this trip alone and in disguise, and were, conse- 
quently obliged to conceal their papers, and make ' 
all their observations by stealth, which must neces- • 
sarily have rendered tjjieir remarks very brief and 
cursory, compared to what they woujd have been 
had the writers beio^u^estrained. Seetzen 
travelled as an 'Vrab^' cmling himself Moosa, but 
i^er reached so far as Petra/ < 

AltlRmgh we are of ojpinion that Mr. Bankes, 
solely, could not hate succeeded in accomplishing, 
this journey without his junction with Mr. Legh 
and ourselves, still he has the merit of bei^g 
the first person travelling as a European, who 
ever thought of extending his researches in‘ that 
direction ; and from his profound knowledge 
of ancient history, as well as his ^ill in draw- 
ing, he was by far the best calculated to go on 
such an expedition. To give you an idea of 
the difficulties which the Turkish government 
supposed there would be for an Englishman to go 
to Kerek and Wady Mousa, it is necessary to say 
that when Mr. Bankes applied at Constantinople 
to have these places inserted in his firman, they 
returned for answer, " that they knew of none 
such within the Grand Seignior’s dominions;” but 
as he and Mr. Frere, the British minister, pressed 
the point very much, they at length referred him 
to the Pashaw of Damascus (who equally averse 
to have any thing to do with 'the business), passed 
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'hiiji on to the governour of Jerusalem. This latter 
•tried all he could to dissuade us from the under- 
taking, though Mr. Legh^ave him a handsome 
spy-glass to induce him to assist lis. He advised 
us to apply to Mahon^tnev.', Aga, the governour of 
Yafia; as the communication betAvecu Egypt and 
Mousa, being usin|[y through Gaza, which, is 
under Mahommed Aga’i^ goye^iment, it was 'sup« 
jmsed.^hat he would have the greatest influence 
pver the . Arabs about Wady Mousa, as possessing 
thh means of puni^ing them for any bad acts they 
iSay commit, either by stopping their supplies from 
Egypt, or by making prisoners of such of their 
people as come within his reach. The governour of 
yaflfa,however,notonly evaded the affair altogether, 
but by way of putting a stop, if possible, to our 
journey, ordered back the horses which he had lent 
us. Another visit to the governour of Jerusalem 
seemed to promise as little as the preceding ; we all 
four called on him; on this occasion, a former mot- 
sellim, who had been twenty years in office, and 
was sitting with the governour, pledged himself to 
us that the Arabs are a most savage and treach- 
erous race, and to prove it, added, that they think 
Frank’s blood a good medicine to cure their women 
with when sick, and that they wonld make use 
of our’s for this purpose. All that we could pro- 
cure from the governour was a promise to write 
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to the sheikh of Kerck to apprise him of our 
coming> and when we went with the Greek pil- 
grims to Jericho andythe Jordan, the governour 
sent a man to us, whom he thought Qt to call the 
sheikh of Kerek, congratulating us on the ob^ 
Stacies to our goin;^ to that place having been 
overcome. This man, however, was no sheikh, 
and we suspeet the motive of the motsellim for 
sending the counterfeit, was to obtain ^po^her 
present. Finding that there was no getting any> 
of the public authorities to compromise them- 
selves for our safety, or indeed to render us any 
assistance, we determined to proceed, trusting 
to our numbers and force, and to try our fortune 
with the sheikh of Hebron. Each of the party 
procured a Bedouin Arab dress of the most 
ordinary description, and we all bought horses for 
the journey, except Mr. Bankes, who was already 
provided with them. Our party consisted of Mr. 
Legh, having with him an interpreter, a Tartar 
from Constantinople, and a seyes (hostler). Mr: 
Bankes had with him a soldier of the pashaw of 
Egypt, and ourselves a Christian Arab servant. 
We had for our guide a cultivating Arab, dwell- 
ing near Jericho, named Mahommed, and a man 
belonging to Hebron. We took the precaution of 
having as little baggage as possible with us, send- 
ing the greater part to Acre with one of Mr. Legh’s 
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servants. We each gave ourselves au Eastern 
name for the journey ; Mr. Legh was called Osman ; 
^r. Bankes, Halleel ; Captcnn Irby, Abdallah; and 
li^self, Hassan. Our dress consisted of a frock 
and drawers of very coarse linen; the frock being 
fastened round the waist by a^red, leathern girdle^ 
about four inches Broad. The head-d/iress Was a’ 
handkerchief of mixed ijilk and cotton, coloured 
witl) hepad stripes of alternate red, green, and 
yellow ; this was doubled into a triangular form 
an^ thrown over the head, to which it was at* 
tached by a double girdle of brown worsted rope. 
One dbmer of the handkerchief hangs down over 
the back of the neck, and the remaining two 
cover the ears, and comedown over the shoulders; 
these latter, when the weather is cold, the Arabs 
tuck up under the chin, and cover the whole 
face with the exception of the eyes. Over all 
We had the woollen abba, which we had long 
worn, and which we procured at YafFa ; it is de- 
scribed in the Aleppo letter. For arms, we had 
amongst us six muskets, one blunderbuss, five 
brace of pistols, and two sabres. Our money, 
consisting of small gold coins, was concealed in 
leathern belts round the waist next the body. 

May 6. We left Jerusalem two hours before 
dark in the evening, our party consisting of eleven 
persons, all mounted. We slept at Bethlehem. 
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May 7. At eight this morning we proceeded 
for " Solomon’s Pools,” and thence down the 
valley towards the Mountain of the Frankr, 
which we ascended ; we found it l),ollow on thji; 
top, with walls round it,',pnd four towers, all 
much ill ruins. This post is said to have been 
maintained by the Franks fphiy years after the 
fall of Jerusalem ; though the place is too small 
.ever to have contained even half the nu^^ber of 
men which would have been requisite to make 
any stand in such a country; and the ruins, 
though they may be those of a place once de- 
fended by Franks, appear to have had an earlier 
origin, as the architecture seems to be Roman. 
From the Mount of the Franks we could see part 
of the Dead Sea, and the situation of Kerek On 
the other side of it. We took from hence the 
following bearings by compass ; Abou Jane, a 
village on the right, between. Bethlehem and the 
Frank Mountain, West. — Bethlehem, N. W. — St. 
Elias, N.N.W. 

We now proceeded to see the labyrinth. 
On approaching it, we left our horses at the 
ruins of a village called Hariatoon, and proceeded 
on foot by the side of the cli£l on the southern* 
side of a deep and picturesque ravine to the 
mouth of the cave, which runs in by a. long,, 
winding,' narrow passage, with small natural 
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.chambers or cavities on either side. We soon 
came to a large chamber with natural arches of a 
\reat height, from this lasj there were numerous 
passagc.s leading in all directious, occasionally 
/ led by others at right angles, and forming a 
,.erfect labyrinth,* which oifr guides assured us 
had never been thojoughly explored, the peoj^e 
being afraid of losing themselves. The pasM^es 
^ were generally four feet high, by three feet wiidcfi 
^ an^ were all on a level with eaeh other. There 
u^re few petrifactions, where we were ; never- 
theless the ^otto was- perfectly clear, and the 
air pure and good (^. In the large chamber we 
found some broken pottery, by which it would 
seem this place had been once inhabited, probably 
-serving for a place of concealment. We ob- 
served a few English names written with char- 
coal. We now returned to the horses, and 
proceeded to the southward, to visit the ruins of 
Tekoa. They stand on a slight eminence, com- 
manding several bursts of the Dead Sea, and 
cover a considerable extent ; this place was built 
by King Rehoboam, and is coupled with Beth- 
-lehem (®^. We could not find the remains of 
any distinct -temple or public edifice,, though 
there are a few fragments of columns. From 
Tekoa we passed through a plmn of cultivated - 
land;, and thence all the way to Hebron, through 
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a n\uch prettier eouiitry than that near Jeiu-. 
Salem, the sides of the hills being richly studded 
with shrubs and dwarf trees in full verdure ; tV. 
prickly oak, arbutus, and Scotch fir, were mos^ 
prevalent. About five o’clock we passed a village 
called Sipheer by ^e side of' a well cultivated 
valley ; are about nine Jloman sepulchral 

cavea ocMr thik vlUage. From hence we crossed 
a rugged road into anodrer plain, where are the 
ruins of a small old convent ; the Jews call *this 
“ the House of Abraham,” We now ascended 
considerably, and passing between numerous 
vineyards, with a watch-tower in each, some of 
which appeared to be antique (^), we r^hed 
Hebron at dusk : according to Moses, this place 
vied with the best cities of Egypt in antiquity 
** Hebron was built seven years before Zoan in 
Egypt.” Josephus makes it not only older than 
Zoan, or Tanais, but also thui Memphis. Hfflre 
Abraham, Sarah his wife, and Isaac dmd (^). We 
had this day passed many camps of cultivating 
Arabs, and found them all very civil} towards 
the evening some of them invited us to pass the 
night in their tents. The shedch of Hebron 
received, us very kindly. We were lodged in a 
small praying-room attached to the khan ; it was 
furnished with mats and carpets for us, and we 
were presently served with a beVerage^ we imver 
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; saw before in the cast, — “ warm rice milk with 
sugar it was given before the coffee, and in the 
^sual small cups. The Turks of Hebron having 
uittle intercourse with Europeans, are extremely 
jealous of Franks, not one whom is allowed to 
' live in the town, and I believe very few travellers 
have ever visited i^;^n consequence we found it im- 
possible to gain adnilssion into llieii^qac^in wiiieh 
is said to be the " tomb bf Abrihiunt'' The lower 
paTt*df this building is very curious, evidently 
‘ antique, being formed , pf p^eat stones, some of 
which are up^ard^ of twenty-five feet in length ; 
It lu|/5 sixteen. pUasters on each side, and eight on 
either end, without capitals, excepting a sort of 
ornamental summit which extends along the 
whole building, and is a species of cornice. 
Above this is a continuation of modern masonry. 
The approach to the entrance of the edifice is by 
a long flight of steps between it and other ruined 
buildings which stand on its S. E. side ; the 
buildings being constructed lengthways, N. E. and 
S. W. 1 imagine, however, that these outside walls 
only indose the court which surrounds the mosque, 
and are not part of the mosque itself. Thp town 
of Hebron is not of large dimensions, though 
its population is great ; the country is cultivated 
to a. considerable extent all round it. The 
streets are winding, and the houses unusually 
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high. We visited a maiiuCactory of glass lamps ^ . 
which are exported to Egypt. We were told'by 
the govemour of Hebron, that there is a regula^' 
party of pilgriine who set out from thence every) 
year, without any escort, depending*^ entirely o* 
their own strength; they contrive to fall in with 
the greatDamascus lladj near to^or at Mecca, which 
is at the distRpce of thirty days. From a mec- 
chant of Cairo we asceiliained the existence of 
great ruins at Abdij. in the Desert, to the''foifith> 
about three days’ distance. r 

The governour of Hebron made no difficulty 
the first evening about our going to Wady Mpusa, 
Kcrek, &c. saying, ** it was an easy matter, 
and he would undertake it.” On the seventh, 
however, difficulties began. We visited, after 
dinner, the house of the Jewish priest; there are 
one hundred Jewish houses in Hebron; we found 
their quarters excessively clean, and neatly white- 
washed; that of the priest was particularly so; it 
had a very nice divan, and commanded a fine view 
of the country ; they were very civil, and offered 
us letters to the places we were going to. The 
governour now made a motion to retire, that hi& 
presence might not prevent our drinking wine, 
but we declined it. We were now shewn the 
synagogue. On our return to the khan, a Watch 
was given to the gbvernouf 1^ Mr. Bankes; he 
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took it without making any remark at the time, 
hut shortly after retired, when a man arrrived 
to say, that the motselljm was not content with 
his present, and had given it tff the Jewish priest. 
Soon after, however, anther person made his 
appearance, saving, they wished to arrange the 
bargain for paying the guides, &c.; three hundred 
and fifty piastres were offered,, but immediately 
rejected, as three thousand five hundred would 
liave*been at the first <^er. After a second visit, 
however, to the house, where we again 

found the gor^dt^' four hundred piastres were 
pmd down, 'and we were to proceed the fol- 
lowing morning. After supper the governour 
ichUed at the khan ; he appeared to be shu£9ing 
a good deal, altering the order in which the 
d^rent places were to be visited, but as he 
did not make any material change, still placing 
Wadjji Mousa before Kerek, we did not much 
care about it. He looked at all the firmans, 
boyourdees, &c. but did not appear to pay as 
much respect as is usual to the firman of 
the Grand Seignior. On observing Mr. Legh’s 
Constantinople Tartar, he said, but in a good 
humoured way, that a few years ago, if a Tartar 
had Come to Hebron, he would have had his head 
cut off but that.it was not so now. We re- 
quested to proceed on our journey early in the 
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morning, but he said that arraiigements could 
not be made for our departure till an hour after 
sun-rise, and soon after he left us. 

May 8. The .governour did not make his 
appearance till after i eight o’clock, * bringing . 
with him the three men who where tO’ be our 
conductors and the J&w priest.. ^ He was shortly 
after fgllowed by his brothei^, who had pre- 
viously desired to know, iA an indirect manner, 
why he had not received a present as wdlT a'S 
his kinsman? Lastly cam# ^ the law officers,* 
and heads of authorities; together with 

the motscllim, advised us to ^ : tp Kej;ek 
direct, and not to Wady Mousa. The gover- 
nour, however, told the guides that there were- 
four hundred piastres for them if they chose 
to take us; but these people, who had, in all 
probability, previously received instructions to 
the purpose, declined conducting us. Finally, 
seeing there was no dealing with such people, we 
mounted our horses and left the town; but in 
justice to the governour, it should be mentioned 
that he not only returned the four hundred 
piastres but the watch also, When we bad got 
outside the town we held a consultation togetheiv 
and finding it impossible to proceed alone, without 
a guide to. shew us the road, we sent into the 
town to say wc would consent to visit Kerek 
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first, ill the mean time we retired to a neigli- 
liouring olive-yard ; by the return of the mes- 
senger, the governour^sent to say, “ he would 
have nothing at all to dg witlv our concerns.” A 
, man on Horseback, howe^r, ofifeted to shew us 
the road, andi we accordingly proceeded with 
him, but had ^qarceiy advanced half an hour, 
when two men * came galloping, and hallooing 
after us ; upon which we stopped in a corn field, 
^'d'tontMr.B.’s soldier, Mahonuned, into.thetown, 
^ as the governour.^ifHlBd ^ communicate with us; 
this was abpyii .Boaliiday. Towards two o’clock, 
' hfahommed the Arab, who had accompanied us 
from Jerusalem, quitted us ; about three o’clock, 
Mahonwod the soldier returned with one of the 
Jews, the sheikh having consented to send us to 
Kerek, with a letter to Sheikh Yousouf. We 
likewise received for a guide one of the Jellaheen 
Arabs. In return for this, the motsellim de- 
manded three hundred piastres, or the watch and 
two hundred : the watch and one hundred and 
fifty were ^ven, as the former was of more value 
than they imagined ; two roubees (five piastres 
and half) were given to the Jew, and he begged 
one for the govemour’s brother ; a roubee is less 
ihmi two shillings value. We now proceeded; 
the country was ugly enough, but tolerably well 
cultivated with corn. We passed several ruined 
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sites ; one of them, which they called Hagee, 
stands on a hill, and has a large square building* 
which appeared partly perfect ; we had also 
another on our right, and a column which was 
4oo far o£f to be visiteu; we afterwards passed ' 
two Roman excavated tombs, with porticos in 
front, not very interesting ; the~e are two ruined 
sites near them, to one of which they probably 
belonged. About five o’clock we reached a well 
where we gave our horses, water, as the <»mp 
where we were to sleep' W^ ^ provided ; they' 
called this well " Al<bmd tlieKltre two pools ; 
one is small with green water, the other a fi)ua- 
tain in the live rock. There is an imcient site 
N. W. of it, with a wall of large construction, 
and some good masonry; there are slanting 
passages cut in the live rock, leading to caves 
which have probably served for tombs. 

We reached a Jellaheen camp of thirty tents 
about dusk; it was situated on the summit of 
a hill, an unusual position, as they generally 
pitch their camps in vallies. The harems, or 
parts of each tent allotted to the women, were 
covered in front, and they all appeared particu> 
larly veiled. We found these people uncommonly 
poor in appearance, though they had plenty of 
sheep, goats, and camels; the camp was placed 
in a desert country, the cultivated land having 
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ceased about the well Al-baid. We had mutton 
for supper, but were obliged to find our own 
coffee. An Arab journeyman tailor arrived, and 
was employed making coats of' sheep-skins, which 
he dyed red with (whre llr some suqh substance. 
These people 5aid that in years of scarcity they 
retired to Egypti Our course from Hebron to 
this camp was in a south-easterly direction; ' 

^ J!^ay 9 . We wished to make a bargain with- 
the Jellaheens for cpndpcting us to Wady Mousa; 
‘but nothing wotdd . induce them to consent, 

' After much bargaihitog, they agreed to take us to 
Sierek, if we would give seventy-five piastres to 
the chief, and ten to each of five guides, who 
were to accompany us with muskets. Though- 
these people had for a long time refused to accept 
this sum, still, when it was agreed to, they all 
began fighting who should go. After we had 
descended from the camp, we offered five hundred 
piastres if they would conduct us to Wady Mousa; 
but nothing could induce them to consent. They 
said they would not go if we would give them 
five thousand piastres! observing, that money was 
of no use to a man if he lost bis life, and that 
the people of Wady Mousa were a treacherous 
and cruel race, and always attacked strangers 
by firing at them from rocky eminences, which 
concealing the- hostile party gave the others no 
chance. Seeing that all our endeavours were 
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fruitless, we ceased to press the subject. We, 
had left the camp about eight, and at nine we 
arrived at a Veil where r/e watered our horses. 
We remained here abo^t half an hour, and then 
proceeded, when our t'conddctors began their 
tricks, Ly sHj'ing,’ they would go no further unless 
we gave thtiri five hundred piast^eii,the sum which 
we had offered if they would conduct us to Wady 
Mousa; after much altercation^ seeing thatnotlyn^ 
would bring them to reasop,we said we would go 
alone, which they defied us to do. ‘ We, however, 
left them, taking a course in the desert about 
S'. E. by compass, and trusting to our goad 
fortune to meet with some Arabs or tents in our 
way. We had proceeded in this manner till 
eleven o’clock, when one of the guides appeared 
in the rear, waving his turban, and making all 
possible signs for us to stop; in about half an 
hour two of them joined us; we were greatly 
rejoiced to see these people return, but affected 
to be quite indifferent about it, to prevent further 
roguery. We now proceeded a little more to 
the south, and about mid-day had a delightful 
prospect, from a slight eminence to the left of the 
road, of the southern extremity of the Dead 
Sea, together with the back-water and plain at 
the end of it. From this view it appeared evident 
that the lake Asphaltis must be of much less leng^th 
than is usually supposed, or than all tlie anment 
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authors have made it out to be. We now began 
a’ continued descent mto a deep, barren valley, 
and did not get to the l^tom till near five o’clock, 
passing wjth considerabla difiUculty over a path 
*80 rugged, barren, dnd full of great stones, that 
we were obliged to lead our horses; at last we 
reached the ruiiA uf an old Turkish fori, standino' 
on a single rock to the left of the road; to the 
ri^l^t there is a pool Of green water, tolerable for 
horses, but of which we were glad to drink, 
>^hough an old man Was stripped and washing him- 
.. _llf in the middle of it at the time; it was about 

r 

^fbeen feet wide; we filled our skins. Furthej? 
on the same side, the cliff is excavated at a con- 
siderable height with loop holes; possibly meant 
for a post from whence a sentinel might see all 
passengers, and apprise the castle of their ap- 
proach; It would appear that this was a sort of 
barrier” where duties were levied on the passers 
by; they call the place El Zowar. From hence 
we passed through a pretty, gravelly ravine, with 
bushes of the acassia tree, and another bearing 
a small stone fruit, resembling in taste a dried 
apple; the Arabs call it “doom,” though it is a 
Very different tree from the doom palm. About 
six we entered the great plain at the end of the 
Dead Sea; for about a quarter of an hour we 
had a few bushes, and afterwards found the soil 
sandy and perfectly barren. On our right we 
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had a continued hill of a sandy soil, running in a 
S. E. and N. W. direction t^owards the middle o'f 
the plain. At dark we flopped for the night in 
a ravine at the side .o' this hill, much against 
the wishes of our gu'.des, who strongly urged 
the want of water, and the dread of the dytch- 
Uoaan, as inducements to make us proceed. 

t* 

We collected a quantity of wood which the 
Dead Sea had thrown up at high water-mark, 
and endeavoured to make a fire in, order to'bake 
bread, as we had flour. The wood was, howevery' 
so impregnated with salt, that all our efforti^ 
were unavailing, and we contented ourselves 
with drinking the flour and water mixed, 
which though not very palatable, still served to 
appease our hunger. All night our guides, not 
being able from fear to sleep themselves, endea- 
voured to prevent us by alarms of the dytchmaan. 

May 10. In the morning, at the very dawn 
of day, we proceeded across the plain; for 
the first half hour we had still the before-men- 
tioned sand hill on our right. We found, ex- 
clusive of the saline appearance left by the 'retiring 
of the waters, several large fragments of clear 
rock-salt lying on the ground, and on examining 
the hill, we found it composed partly of salt and 
partly of hardened sand. In many instances tho 
salt was hanging from cliffs in clear perpendicu- 
lar points like icicles, and we observed numerous 
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strata of that material of considerable thickness, 
haidog very little sanli mixed with it. Strabo 
mentions " that to the southward of the Dead 
Sea there are towns and\ities' built entirely of 
salt and although' sucl* an account seems 
strange, yet>when we contemplated the scene hofoie 
Us, it did not appenr very improbable.^. The: tor- 
rents, during the rainy season, , had brought down 
immense masses of salt, and we.observed that the 
. strata , were generally in perpendicular lines. 
Sijiaving this hill, the plidn opens considerably to 
^‘^^^south, and is bounded at the distance of about 
eight miles, by a sandy cliff, from sixty to eighty 
feet in height, which runs directly across and closes 
the valley of el-Ghor, thus forming a margin for 
the uttermost limits of the Dead Sea to the south- 
ward, when the waters .arc at their greatest 
height. We were told that the plain on the top 
of this range of cliffs continues the whole way to 
Mecca, without any interruption of mountains. 
It appeared to us that the mountains to the west- 
ward of the Dead Sea gradually decreased their 
height to the southward, while those to the east- 
ward continued to preserve the same altitude as 
far as the eye could reach, and appeared to bo of 
a reddish colour, resembling granite. Leaving tlu' 
salt hill, our track led for an hour and a half 
across the barren flats of the back-water, now 


A A 
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left dry by the effects of evaporation. We passed 
six drains into that part ^ore contiguous to the 
main sea, where the w/icer still remains ; some 
were wet and still (jtaining, others were dry. 
These had a strong marshy smell, similar to what 
is perceivabh’ on most of the muddy flats in salt 
water haroours, but by no means more unpleasant. 
I imagine this to have given rise to the unfavour- 
able reports of the aiicients, of the disagreeable 
smell of the waters of the Dead Sea. The water 
on the main body of the lake is perfectly free iro;.< 
any smell whatever. We now entered into a yt » 
prettily wooded country, with high rushes^ a^ 
marshes ; leaving these, the variety of bushes and 
wild plants became very great, some of the latter 
were rare and of remarkable appearance. Oc- 
casionally we met with specimens such as none of 
our party had ever seen before ; a botanist would 
have had a fine treat in this delightful spot. 
Amongst the trees which we knew, were various 
species of the acassia, and in some instances we 
met with the dwarf mimosa; we saw also the doom 
mentioned above, the tamarisk, and the plant which 
we saw in Nubia, and which Norden calls "the 
oschar.” There was one curious tree which we 
observed in great plenty, and which bore a fhiit 
in bunches, resembling in appearance the currant, 
with the colour of the plum; it hai a pleasant 
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; though strong aromatic taste, exactly resembling 
. mustard, and, if takenVn any quantity, produces 
a similar irritability in tlte nose and eyes to that 
which is caysed by takingVnustard. The leaves 
.of this tree have the l^ame j^ungent flavour as the 
fruit, though no! so strong. We think it pro- 
bable that this is*t^e tree our Saviour alluded to 
in the parable of the yiustard seed, and not the 
» mustard plant which we have- in the north ; for 
• although in our journey from Bysan to Adjeloun, 
k'^^ntioned in the Jerusalem letter, we met with 
mustard plant growing wild, as high as 
our * horses heads, still, being an annual, it 
did not deserve the appellation of a tree ; 
whereas the other is really such, and birds might 
easily, and actually do take shelter under its 
shadow. We passed the wild cotton plant 
amongst an infinity of others that we neither 
knew how to name or describe. In about half an 
hour we arrived at the little river, which is 
marked in the map, and improperly placed as 
Futlet ; the people told us it was the " Nahr-el- 
Hussan,” or horse river ; there was plenty of corn 
cultivated in the open grounds between the 
bushes. Our guides told us not to talk, lest we 
should be discovered by the natives ; but this was 
what we wanted> in order to get something to 
eat, the flour and water of the preceding night not 
having been very satisfying. We soon met some 
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of the natives taking in the harvest; they were a 
wild looking people, wore leathern aprons 
reaching to the shouldr/s, a dress we had never 
^.een before ; they ad<^'essed us with great civility, 
and on our telling tli^im we were soldiers of the 
Aga of Jaffa, going to Kerek, they said they 
wished that more would com3 amongst them, as 
they were much oppressed by the Bedouin Arabs, 
whom they described . as a had set of people, 
caring neither for God uof the saints. They took 
us to their bivouack in the .thicket, saying tH-t' 
their village was some wayjofl^ and. that, 
were only remaining here to take in the harvest. 
They gave us to eat some doom, .dried and 
pounded into a sort of coarse meal and. mixed 
with butter; we found it exceedingly ,good; 
about half an hour afterwards they brought us 
bread, butter, and milk. We were annoyed here 
with large horse flies, which were in great num- 
bers,- and some of our animals were streaming 
with blood. We were told at Kerek, that these 
flies were “ a plague sent by the Almighty at the 
destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah ;” and that 
no Turk when praying, is allowed to kiss the 
earth in the customary manner there. These 
people arc called Goahmays, and differ mate- 
rially, both in manner and appearance, from -the 
Arabs, as well as from the natives of^ the towns ; 
they adhere to one place of abode, and cultivate 
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• thp land in its vicinity, i They do not live in tents 
.like the Arabs, but biX|d huts of reeds, rushes, 
and canes; they construes their buildinfjfs conti- 
guous to each other, andV®*”*® their villages in 
the shape of a square, with ionly one entrance for 
the cattle, which are thereby prevented from 
straggling, and ar^Jkept more collected for pi'o- 
tection during the niglvt. These people treated 
,us- hospitably, which they would naturadly 
•do, taking us to he soldiers of so powerful a man 
a'A^ahommed Aga ; but we never heard any other 
^^'^a bad character of them ever after. Before 
w>e Ifeft them, they threshed out some corn with 
great sticks for our horses. The women com- 
menced the labour, but as they could not work 
and hide their faces at the same time, the men dis- 
missed them and did the work themselves. On 


our taking leave, we offered them a handsome 
reward for what we had had, but they absolutely 
refused, and held out for a good quarter of an 
hour, notwithstanding all our intreaties; at last 
we threw the money amongst them, when a most 
furious battle took place about the sharing it 
out. We could not refrain from laughing most 
heartily at so odd a scene, and at eleven, left 
them fighting and beating each other most furi- 
ously. ' We now crossed the Houssan, our horses 
smarting from the bites of the unmerciful flies, and, 
unablo to resist the refreshing influence of the water. 
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quietly laid down in the middle of the stream, 
leaving us no alternative Wd to dismount and walk 
out. We proceeded alo^g the foot of the mountains 
\^hich bound the east flide of the plains, and con- 
tinued ill this manner [ill near five in the aftemooli, 
our track being jrugged and barren in the extreme, 
with innumerable fragments dflred and grey gra- 
nite ; grey, red, and black porphyry ; serpentine 
stone; beautiful black bazalt, breccia, an^ ^ny . 
other kinds of stone scattered in every direction, . 
all fragments from the neighbouring mountaif!rt. 
Hereabouts it may be presumi^ the anci^>^T. 
procured materials for the numerous handsome 
columns which one meets in S3nria, and which 
now adorn the Turkish baths, mosques, &e. 
Mr. Seetzen, who was a geologist, if he 
passed over this ground, must have been 
highly gratified. Our two companions each 
made a collection of all the specimens they met ; 
some of these were beautiful, and well adapted 
for vases or other ornaments. We found that the 
chain of mountains under which we were passing, 
was chiefly composed of sand stone and bad mar- 
ble, together with the various kinds of minerals 
wc have just alluded to. At five, we had reached 
the tongue of land, which lies between the south 
end of the Dead Sea and its back water, and from 
hcncc we began to ascend the hills <m our ri^t. 
At six we stopped in a beautiful shady ravine. 
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watered by the river “pl-Derrah,” whose banks are 
covered in profusionywith the palm, acassia, 
aspine, and oleander, ih«/ull flower and beauty, 
perfuming ^the whole pla^Q, add rendering it a 
. most delightful spot, partic jjilarly when contrasted 
with the desert appearance of its neighbourhood. 
I will here inserb the relative distances of the 
principal objects we passed this day. Two hours 
and a half from the western cliff of the Ghor to 
Rahk, the first salt water drain ; half an hour to 
' ^phy,the nahr-el-Hussan ; three hours fromSaphy 
|)>Athe Honey river, nahr-el-Assel ; from thence 
twVhours to Mare; and two more to el-Derrah.- 
We passed the night here ; Mr. Bankes took a 
sketch of the spot, as well as another of that part 
of the Dead Sea which is seen from it. 

May 7> This morning, shortly after the 
rising of the sun, we began to ascend the moun- 
tain ; the road was very rugged and stony, with 
hardly a vestige of vegetation. The rocks were 
of a dark sand stone. On our left we had a deep 
ravine. Three men shouted from a height, and 
asked “ where we were going to?” — they had 
only one gun. About eight o’clock we reached 
a commanding point, where the road turns in its 
ascent; here we had an excellent bird’s-eye view 
of the south end of the Dead Sea and the back- 
water. The delay which it required to take a 
sketch' of it, gave time to the men who had hailed 
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US to come up ; two were Macks ; they accosted 
us very roughly, exaininu^ us with great scru- 
tiny. They w'ere arnij^, but still we were as 
strong as they were.f Mr. B., Capl;fiin I., and 
myself were alone, |fith bur Christian Arab . 
servant, Mr. Legh and his party having gone on 
before; the strangers remaiil}^ with us. As 
soon as the sketch was ^finished we began to 
ascend to- the rest of our party, and in our,.way 
were surprised by seeing five other men armed 
with muskets, peeping from behind a rock 
some distance from the road; after hesitating, ' 
'moment, they came forward and questioned^ us 
about where we were from, and the place of our 
destination, &c. By this time we had joined Mr. 
Legh and the rest of the party ; and having sa- 
tisfied the curiosity of these people, we proceeded 
on our journey. 

Our road now was on a sort of terrace scarped 
out on the side of a romantic ravine, with vast 
fragments, each as large . as ordinary houses, 
which had been detached from the sides of the 
precipices, and were lying below in confused 
heaps; some were only just cracked off, and not 
yet fallen. About a quarter of an hour after 
meeting the strangers, we came to a small deposit 
of water, under an olive tree; here some of the 
same men wc had left behind came up with us 
again, and called out loudly to us to come and 
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eat bread with them; but as we did not like 
either their appearance or suspicious conduct, 
the rest being visible in. the distance running to 
join their^ comrades, wi^ jconfinued our route. 
As we advanced we’ began to find ourselves in 
corn fields, witik cattle grazing in the valley on 
our left, through which the river Souf ^Si^a 
runs towards the De|id Sea; we observed ..the 
agptcjf mill-courses, but the river itself wm hid 
by the richness of the vegetation on its banks> 
^Rspecially the purple oleander in full blossom. 
V^e castle of Kerek how opened on our view, 
•bvR not any part of the town, which lay behind 
the castle. The ruins of the castle on this side, 
that is the N. W., present two principal features; 
a great mass at the south angle of the town, and 
more towards the north, a great building called 
the Seraglio of Meleh-e-daher. Between these 
two is the only gate of entrance on this side — 
the west. It is no more than a plain, narrow 
arch, with an Arabic inscription over it. This 
entrance is very singular, the arch being fitted 
to the mouth of a natural cavern, or passage in 
the rock, which leads with a winding course 
through a high ridge of the natural rock, and 
has thus been made to serve as the principal 
avenue to the fortress. The form of the hill on 
which it stands is not advantageous on this side. 
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being rather long, and the buildings upon it 
straggling. High as the vwn stands, it is com- 
manded on every side, /in our approach we 
descended moderately, jj^to the narrow valley at 
the foot of the castle jhill. Where runs a stream 
with a narrow line of gardens on its banks, in 
which vve observed oli/es, pomegranates, and 
figs, with some vegetables. The ascent from 
hence is steep and toilsome to a great degj^ige; 
we all dismounted, entermg at the cavern gate 
already described. We soon found ourselves withii^ 
the walls, with the seraglio on our left hand; . 
houses do not come very close upon that part'^of^ 
the fortification, though there are ruins and 
foundations every where, seeming to announce 
a greater population formerly. There are the 
remains of a mosque with pointed arches, and 
an octagonal minaret, with a band of black stone 
carried round it; the whole is much in ruins. 
Over the door-way is a pointed horse-shoe arch, 
like that at the khan at Bysan, and amongst 
the ornaments is the cup repeated several times. 
The houses are of one story, terrace roofed, and 
so constructed that the roof at the back is in 
many of them not above the level of the ground; 
in many instances you may pass over the houses, 
even on horse-back, without being aware of it; 
some have a little court before them. The prin- 
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eipal chamber in «e best buildings has two 
arches thrown acrossHt, on which rest the rafters, 
not squared and very smokey ; a small hole in the 
centre selves as a vent for tlie smoke; and im- 
‘mediately under it, *in th<f centre of the room, is 
a circular hearth with a rim raised round it. In 


the recesses be{\{een the opening of the arches 
are raised platforms M(hich serve as shelves: there 
afifr q}so receptacles for com> with httng*holes in 
the manner of casks, for taking it out. The 
^alls are daubed with rude paintings in 
id and black; we observed particularly an at- 
t^pt to represent a horseman, and in another 


instance a kneeling camel, with a man mounting 
; this will give you some idea 
of them. There is not a vestige of antique work 


in the castle; but considered as Mahommedan 


architecture it is good, especially at the south 
end, where the live rock has been cut down in 
order to detach the ridge from the fortified hill to 
which it was by nature joined; it is probable, that 
the hollow, furnished materials for the building 
above, as at the “ Callah-el-Rubbat,” &c. Two sides 
arc left standing up across this artificial ravine 
in the manner of walls. The most remarkable 


thing that we observed was a Christian church 
within the enceinte of this part of the castle; it 
is very ill constructed with small stones, and some 
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pillars are laid horizontally into the masonry, form;^ 
ing quite a contrast to the Mahommedan work, 
which is of large, well cut stones, laid in regular 
coifTses. This church his small narrow, windows, 
and a circular end andrarched front, resembling' 
that at Tiberias, which ‘ i ailed the house of St. 
Peter, but which is e\id "tly; posterior to the 
first M^ommddan conquest;, as there is an Arabic 
inscription built upside down into the prgse^^t 
walls. It is probable, therefore, that both are the 
works of crusaders; and as Godfrey de Boulogne* 
took Kerck, and called it Mons Regalis, itjj^ 
likely he or some of his successors may have 
built this church. There are remains of paint- 
ings of large groups of figures on the stuccoed 
walls; one seems to have represented a king in 
armour, another the martyrdom of some saint, by 
twisting out his bowels; and there is an imperfect 
inscription with letters of the Gothic form; the 
castle seems to be more ancient than the church. 
We found a few remnants of antiquity; first, a 
small column of deep coloured red granite, well 
polished but ill shaped; secondly, another of grey 
granite; and thirdly, not far from it, close to a 
well, a great wing of sculpture in basso-relievo, 
bearing much resemblance to those which we 
used to see attached to the globe in Egyptian- 
buildings. We could form no conjecture what 
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it was; there Is nL trace of the globe; pos- 
sibly it was the wing of a Roman eagle; its 
length was seven feet, and breadth four. Near 
the mosque are three capitals, resembling no 
•regular order of ‘architecture, hut similar to 
some that we %aw at Hamah. V\'c found two 
Greek inscriptions, hi neil^her ot them interest- 
ing. The place is well supplied with water by 
numerous cisterns. Sheikh Yousouf was absent 
at a camp about half a day distant, passing the 
Jioney-moon with a young Arab wife he had just 
’.aiarried; we were very well received by Abdel 
nhader the sheikh’s son. Few questions were 
asked, and less attention excited than might have 
been expected. There was a merchant from 
Damascus; the distance on a swift dromedary 
is five days, but the ordinary travelling is ten; 
another merchant was present from Hebron. 
The women here do not cover their faces at all, 
or keep out of sight; the utmost they ever con- 
ceal is the point of the chin. We sat and con- 
versed familiarly with several of them. We 
were well fed, horses and all, for nothing. 
Amongst our company was a man who re- 
presented himself as a great traveller; he had 
been to Tripoli, Aleppo, Mardyn, and Cyprus ; he 
had never been to Constantinople, and said he had 
no desire to go there, because he had heard that a 
man could not beat out his pipe without burning 
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the house down, and that justice was so strictly 

administered, that persons ran the risk of having 

their heads cut off while they were talking in the 

streets. It appeared, that few if any of them 

knew the name of the present sultan; it was 

also a curious example of the liberty of speech 

in these remote coriui that our traveller 

« 

added, " that they respected the sultan because 
it was their interest to do so, on account of com- 
merce, Sec. but as to the pashaws, they were no 
better than themselves, and that it was a degrada- 
tion to stand in a humiliating posture with tl^' 
head stooped, and the hands hidden before one of < 
them, when here, a man might loll at his ease in 
his own house, and stand or lie in whatever posture 
he pleased.” We were invited out to dine one 
day at a Turk’s house, and treated to a boiled 
sheep, without bread or any thing but the meat 
itself; this custom we first observed at Szalt, 
and to our great annoyance found the same prac- 
tice on the east side of the Dead Sea, &c.,not only 
amongst the Arabs, but in the towns and villages. 
It appears that the Wahabees made an attempt 
on Kerek, and were encamped for several days 
on the heights south of the town; one of them 
was sent in to parley, and the inhabitants boast 
of having killed about forty of them, from the 
loop holes of the cnstlc, with their muskets. 
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May 13. Towards| the evening, Sheikh Yousouf 
arrived without his bride ; he was a fine looking 
old man, apparently nearly sixty years of age ; 
he had lost his front teeth, ahd his beard was 
white. Upon being told the motive of our tra- 
velling in the^c mountains, lu; asked rather 
roughly “ whethca* tin . as the country of our 
fathers but we soon found him to be a plain, 
blunt, honest old man, of very few words. Only 
one inan in the towncouM read, and he was the 
Oreek priest. He read to Yousouf the letter 
fijom Sheikh Eysah of Hebron, without which we 
Skh^e reason to think we should have had a much 
colder reception. It appears that the governour 
of Jerusalem deceived us, and never wrote to 
Kerek at all. We got the Greek priest to be a 
mediator in arranging the business with Yousouf, 
and as we had for once to deal with an honest 
man, we had not much trouble; for in fact 
the negociations the next morning were hardly 
closed, before the horses were ordered to be in 
readiness. Four hundred piastres were paid down 
as the price of a safe conduct through several 
places, specified in a list, as far as Wady Mousa, 
to the south, and Szalt, to the north ; but the 
old man could not undertake to free us from 
some incidental tributes on the road. Yousouf 
pledged himself to accompany us through the 
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whole journey. During ouf stay at Kerek, we 
saw the dowry of a youn^ woman going to be 
married paid at the sheikh’s house ; it amounted 
to about one hundred piastres, in white Constan- 
tinople money. This I believe was only what 
she was to weir as Jier head drnament, as the 
ladies here decorate fh* 1 / foreheads with dollars 
and different kmcU.of money; sometimes they 
hang down to bo^ i^rs, and must really be a 
great weight. The of h dowry is iome- 

times as high as fotir are about 

as many Christian inhabi^nts in’Ki^ek as Turks ; 
the former boast of being the strongest a’!idj 
bravest, and are able to produce four fauhdred 
men bearing arms ; they are on very good terras 
with the Turks, and appear to enjoy equal free- 
dom with them. It was said that at the thne of 
the French invasion in 1 799 , there was a project 
for disarming the Christians and driving them out, 
which the present sheikh prevented. We saw, 
and were recognised by several of the suspicious 
people we had met on our road the day of our 
arrival ; they asked us why we did not stop to 
eat with them ? but their concealment, and the 
manner in which they first came upon us, looked 
as if they meant no good. 

May 14. In the afternoon we set out from. 
Kcrek to the southward ; we descended into the 
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.ravine which surrbun(|s the place, having the 
mahi body of the castle close on our right hand, 
the base of which is here a slanting casing of the 
rock, as at Homs, Aleppo, &c. ‘From hence we 
passed up the side of a narrow ravine to its very 
* end. On each * side there are . averns and 
wrought tombs, imqpe of which had all the 
appearance of a natural grotto externally, we 
observed places for sarcophagi; it is probable that 
*thc whble is the burying ..place of the ancient 
town. In this ravihe i# a. spring of water, with a 
small Turkish building. Here we were joined by 
^ from Djebal who had been forced away 
by the Wahabees, and had lived and served with 
them ; almost all his fellow-townsmen had been 
put to death. He was upwards of a month at 
Dareyah their capital, which he describes as 
being larger than Kerek. The houses are all 
built with mud, and the fortifications with mud 
and palm trees ; there are cannon on the walls, 
and an immense treasure buried and concealed. 
He said that the Wahabees prefer silver very 
much to gold, for which no reason was given. 
He eonfirmed the relation of their horses being 
fed at times entirely on camel’s milk. He was 
mounted on one of that breed, a light leggy 
horse, very different in appearance from those of 
the Arabs ; he seemed to think the Wahabee sect 
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very general, and said, jjokingly, that Sheikh. 
Yousouf was one, which the other denied with ap- 
parent horror. We ascended into a country of 
downs, with verdure so close as to appear almost 
turf, and with corn fields a^ intervals; the! rock did 
not appear much, though the suiftace was sprinkled ' 
over with stones. *In an hpur and a half we 
reached a camp belonging to the people of Kerek 
under Shnkh lamayel, Yousouf youngest son. 
After taking someleAKitt X^uir mUk) and bread, we| 
proceeded to the N. W* abbl^ a mile, across some 


corn land, to a ruined viBi^O called Mahanna. 
The ruins are mostly of ordinmy buildings/bu^, ^ 


it is evident that one them was a Christian 


church ; another ruined site to the westvtafd waa 
called Dgellgood. The following ruined sites 
are visible from this point : Machad. Arti-Mus- 
shut, (wMch is the single building supposed to 
be tomb of Abou Taleb) Hamahta or Mote, 
Toor, Howeeh, and Marrowhich. We now went 
due east for an hour to Medin, from whence we 


could see the following ruined sites, most of them 
on slight eminences ; Imriega, E. by N., Hadad, 
Shirsee, Behlanah, Suhl, and Nehkill ; in short, 
the whole of the fine plains in this quarter, are 
covered with sites of towns on every eminence or 
spot convenient for the construction of one ; and 
as all the land is capable of rich cultivation, tiiei'e 
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can be little doubt that this country, now so 
, deserted, once presented a continued picture of 
plenty and fertility; hereabouts, I think, must be 
the quarter^alludcd to by the Arabs, when they 
.made the report to* Voln^ey, which we have 
quoted in page *310 of this volume. Having 
finished our silrveiyjof the neighbouring ruins, we 
returned to Ismayel’s c%pip were we slept. 

h|ay 15. T’ s morning We Wfete off before sun- 
> rise; the same downs eohtihudd; with numerous 
Arab camps in vaiiotlS dbrections, the ruined sites 
being still in niimbbri^ all around us. In about 
'h (garter of ah hour We came to the site of 
Hamahta or Mote, which last name, signifying 
death, it acquired from the circumstance of 
all its inhabitants having been exterminated by 
Abou Taleb> whose reported tomb "Musshut” is a 
building upon arches which appears to stand in a 
small enclosure, and is less than half a mile 
distent to the W. S. W. Near this spot, on 
andCher site, is a Roman mile stone, inscribed in 
Latin, the number of miles is thirteen, but the rest 
is indistinct; it may have been thirteen miles from 
Rabath Moab. In about a quarter of an hour 
from Mote we reached the tomb of Sheikh Jaffa ; 
herd the Mahommedans of our party alighted, and 
entered* the tomb to pray. Mahommcd the 
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soldier reported, that within there are two dark 
granite columns well polished. A quarter of an 
hour farther we reached the camp of Sheikh 
Sahlem, who cuminands, or has influence at 
Djebal, and over all the country as far as Shobek. 
This man asked us two hundred piastres in lieu 
oi thirty, wiiich olii Yousovf'said was all he 
would require ; we refused it, and Sahlem per- 
sisting, we mounted and retired to a distance. 
Upon our leaving the tent he expressed ^a wish 
" that we might be struck with lightning before 
we reached Kerek,” and added, " that had not 
Sheikh Yousouf been present with us, he wpuldC. 
have had our money by force.” Finding, however, 
that he did not follow us, we sent back to offer 
one hundred and fifty piastres ; the bargain was 
struck, and the money counted into his hands. 
He mounted his horse, and accompanied us, to- 
gether with his son, a fine young man ; in about 
half an hour he brought us to another large 
camp of his tribe of thirty-three tents. Having 
remained a short time here, we proceeded, unat- 
tended, about two miles off, to visit the ruins of 
Dettrass. At the foot of the hill are many cis- 
terns ; the ruins are indistinct and of no interest, 
except three piles of buildings which appear to 
be of Roman architecture ; one was evidently 
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a, temple; the others, though large, are .so 
much ruined that it is impossible to ascertain 
what they have been intended for. While we 
were exanming these ruinsy the people from the 
neighbouring camps llocke^ round us in conside- 
rable numbers, but were very civil. We returned 
to our camp in evening, and observing that 
all the old women, and* many of the young ones, 
had. tjieir ci ceks covered with blood and 
scratches, we enquired the reason, when they told 
us they had mourned the day before for a death 
in one of the harems.' 

May 16. We recovered the track which wo 
had quitted, where it falls into a deep ravine, 
having a very steep descent, with wild rocky 
sides. At the extremity, where we turned out of 
this track to follow a more rapid and deep descent 
into the Wady-el-Hussein, we saw upon our left 
hand, on the height, the remains of an ancient 
fortress, which seems to have commanded the 
pass; it is of dry masonry and large stones, and 
is no doubt antique; they give it the name of 
Acoujah. As we proceeded downwards, there 
was on our right hand a great quantity of lava 
and black volcanic stone, which seem to have 
issued from the side of the neighbouring ridge of 
mountains. We presently reached the little rivu- 
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let called el-Hussein at the bottom of the ravine; 
it has in some parts pitted for itself a .very deep 
channcd in the live rock, and there are occasionally 
some small though picturesque water-falls from 
ten to fifteen feet in ddpth. The oleander, 

as usual upon the banks of most streams in 

( 

this country, was in great; 'beauty and pro- 
lusion. From hepce we tjegan to ascend a more 
steep aqolivity than that we had come down. 
It is observable that the sides of this valley, el- > 
Hussein, are more destitute of verdure than the 
plains above. We continued our course up a 
slanting hollow, in which we noticed the stones ■ 
gathered into heaps, and converted into fences (®^), 
in a manner which seemed to denote an abandoned 
cultivation, and we observed a field or two of 
corn near a little spring. A little further, upon 
the point of a sort of promontory .of high land 
that stands between the fork of two vallies, are 
the ruins of a small but rich building ; little or 
nothing is left entire, but all the fragments 
are lying in confusion. There are .rich Ara- 
besque borders of vines and foliage, much in 
the taste of Diocletian’s buildings at Palmyra, or 
the triumphal arch; the capitals are not of *my 
regular order but fanciful, and loaded with or- 
naments ; the execution is sharp and neat. The 
temple appears to have fronted S. S. W. and 
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- there were apparently four semi-columns attached 
.to the front wall, three feet five inches in diame- 
ter ; amongst the fragments are pieces of columns 
of a smalleg: diameter. There are other vestiges 
■of building near, but nothing that gives reason to 
suppose there ever was a town. The great dark 
mass of volcanic *n|atter which we passed, bears 
from these ruins N. N* E., it is called Elabahn, 

^ the name also of a clear spring issuing from the 
>rock a little south of it. There are old mill- 
courses in the low ground. The ascent stiU con- 
tinued for a short distance, when we reached 
'the level of the high plain in a S. S. W. direction. 
There were reapers at harvest who informed us 
that the chief persons of the town of Djebal 
were encamped ; this induced our two sheikhs to 
turn to the southward, out of the great track, 
towards the encampment. At one in the after- 
noon we reached a camp of thirty-three tents, 
having travelled six hours this day. A feeble 
attempt was made here to extort money from us, 
under pretext that the sheikh was independent. 
Upon Q)^r mentioning our intention of visiting 
their village, Djebal, which was two hours’ dis- 
tant, objections were raised against it; we 
therefore left it for our return. There were 
some small specimens of volcanic stone in the 
valley -near to the camp, but not in any great 
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quantity. Near this we visited some uninteresting 
ruins called el-Hagre. Some person in this camp 
secreted a spy-glass which had dropped from Mr* 
B.’s pocket; after confessing that i^ had been 
found, and was in the camp, they attempted to 
force him to give extravagant reward; this 
was obstinately refused; and 'by the intervention 
of Sheikh Yousouf it was recovered with difficulty 
for two rubees. We supped as usual on .mutton 
without bread. 

May 17. After we had set out, Daoud, a rela- 
tion of the sheikh of Kerek, missed his sword, and 
rode back for it, but the rogues refused to re^ore 
it to him. Passing to the southward, in about 
half an hour we saw the village of Bsaida about 
a mile distant. About and beyond this village 
there are hanging woods of some extent, but the 
trees are small and stunted. From hence, in 
three hours, the descent becoming more conside- 
rable as we advanced, we reached the ruins which 
are called Gharundel. They are situated on the 
slope of a hill, and their extent is very considera. 
ble. Towards the centre of the ruins are the 
remains of two parallel rows of columns, of which 
three are standing in one row, and two in the other; 
their diameter is two feet; none have capitals. 
There are also, near to this spot, fr^pnents of 
columns of three feet diameter; the capitals ap- 
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pear to be bad Doric. A spring of water runs 
close below these ruins from Gharundel. We 
passed up a valley to an Arab camp ; they were 
Bedouins-.i«of the tribe of JlaJjeyah. While we 
•were eating with fhese ^people, there was an 
alarm of an enemy having made an attempt to 
carry off some df;their flocks ; tae women cried 
out and waved their scarfs from the top of the 
hill. ^ We rode up, but saw nothing of the 
offenders. Our road was S. W.: a white line 
in the desert, at a considerable distance to the 
left, as far as the eye could reach, was pointed 
out as the hadj road to Mecca. We noticed 
three dark volcanic eminences, very distinguish- 
able from the sand ; the lava that had streamed 
from them forms a sort of island in the plain. 
Close on the right of the road was another volcanic 
mount, covered with scorise of a reddish colour, 
and in substance extremely light; there was much 
black porous stone below it. Soon after we 
found an ancient Roman high-way paved with 
black stone; the edges, and a line down the 
muddle, were paved pretty regularly. On the 
right, at intervals of about a mile and a half, are 
ruins of square stone buildings; there was a 
dstem in one ; they were probably intended for 
the use of travellers. Proceeding in a direction 
parallel to this road, we saw, toward.s the S. W- 
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a large mass of ruins> called el-Gaig; they offered 
no interest. We found three mile>stones ; the 
last only was erect; all the inscriptions were 
effaced by time aiid tlie climate. Fr<)m one of 
these stones we turned off, about a mile from the- 
road, to examine som buildings, Wt found them 
Turkish ; one had an Arabic inigcHption over the 
door, urhich f^pe^ed auq^ent. Some crosses 
were scrawled about tire door, and these sigps 
are three tilmes repeated +x.ii. Seeing some 
Arabs in the distance to the south, we returned 
to our cdmpanions, who had advanced just a 
]domau mile on the road, and were wuting «t 
another mile-stone. We still followed the road 
till we came to the edge of a deep vale ; here 
we deviated to the right and descended, the 
original road continuing straight on the height. 
At the S. W. end of the vale rises a hill, upon 
which stands " Shobek,” like a gigantic mound; 
at its foot the ground is terraced out in gardens, 
and thickly planted with figs, now in full ver- 
dure. There are numerous caves in the side of 
the hill. Nearly at the bottom of our descent 
we passed a sheikh’s tomb, called "Abou Soliman;” 
from thence passing a ravine, or dry torrent, we 
approached the town on its N. E. side by a zig- 
zag path, which seems to be the only one leading 
to it. It' appeared, in ascending, that almost all 
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t^t side of the castle-hill has once been covered 
with buildings. Our coming seeme^ to excite 
considerable alarm amongst the natives, who 
stood on t\^e walls shouting and throwing down 
stones. We entered at an iron gate, when the 
inhabitants seeing Sheikhs Vousouf and Sahlem 
with us, received* i)s very civilly, some crying out, 
" Go and get bread ai^d fire-wood for 'these poor 
fellows, who are cctme to lodge a night amonj^ 
us.” ^e were cmsried up to a sort of divan, in 
^ the open mr, coinitructed upon what seemed 
to be the ruins of a churdi of crusade architecture, 
standing due east and west. The tower of the 
castle has Arabic inscriptions, which appear to be 
Mahommedan. The three doors of the supposed 
church are square topped, and the centre is 
under a pointed arch, and has more the mr of 
Mahommedan than Christian architecture. We 
'had a boundless view from hence, comprising 
the whole skirts of the desert, with the volcanos 
which I have mentioned above. They brought 
us figs split and dried, of a very green colour 
and delicious flavour, tasting nearly like the 
fresh fruit; they told us they were on the 
trees when the pilgrims arrived at Damascus; 
this was in December. We observed much 
kissing in the salutations; each party gene- 
rally kissed the right cheek first, once, and then 
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the left four or five times (“). They evinced 
their good J[>reeding by suppressing their curiosity 
as to the motive of our journey, whence we 
came, &c. though evidently labouring /under the 
greatest anxiety to kno^ every particular. 
Shortly after our amval we had an alarm of 
Arabs; thirty men, with guns; immediately ran 
out ; others were driving in the flocks in great 
haste; they returned in about an hour, spying, 
the Arabs had killed forty of their goats, but 
that they would find an opportunity of returning, 
the compliment ; we, however, doubted the truth 
bf this story. The name of Showbec, or Shobek 
occurs among those who sealed the covenant. 
After a diligent search for inscriptions, we found 
one in the architrave of the principal door; it is in 
Latin, and though imperfect, Mr. Bankes made so 
much of it out, as to leave no doubt that it was a 
work of one of the Frank kings of Jerusalem. One 
of their principal strong holds, somewhere in this 
direction, was called " Mons Regalis this might 
cither be Kerek or the place in question ; though 
Milctius, extending their conquests still further, 
says, that this name was applied by them to 
Petra, and, relying upon some passages in Dio- 
dorus Siculus, says, that it seems to have borne 
that name in the historian’s time. The most 
remarkable circumstance is, that while the inte- 
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rior parts of this' church are in the pure Gothic 
style, resembling that of the same age in Europe, 
the ornaments of the inscribed door-way are of 
the genuine eastern taste, exhibiting that border 
of convex fluting which is common in Turkish 
buildings ; the pointed arch itself inclines slightly 
inwards at the bottom, in tito maimer of a horse- 
shoe. The construction also has more of the 
Oriental than the Norman style ; the transome, 
in lieu* of consisting of a single stone, being com- 
posed of many, irregularly locked together by 
dove-tmls and angular inequalities. In the walls, 
at .the gates of Antioch, are similar examples/ 
and certainly of the time of the crusades. 

May 18 . Quitting Shobek, we wound by a 
spiral road into the valley which surrounds it, 
and observed that the road had been artificially 
deepened, and in some parts cased with masonry. 
From thence we ascended to the S. W. and 
soon came to a brook which contributes to the 
watering of the gardens below Shobek, but is 
not the only supply. Upon the two parallel 
ridges, between which our road led, we noticed 
stones arranged in fences and gathered into 
heaps, denoting the boundaries of former fields 
and gardens; and near the spring there appeared 
the remains of a village. Our course continued 
much in the same direction, between west and 
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S. W. for about a mile, gently ascending till we 
arrived at a large Arab camp, situated Upon high 
ground, with still higher about it. Here we 
expected to have found the Sheikh " hfahommed 
Abou Raschid,” that is to ^ay, Mahommed the 
father of Raschid, which latter is the title he goes 
1^. Most df the sheikhs have i^ofne denomination 
of thii kuid' to distinguishu them. "Mahommed 
A^** f6r instance, & called " Abou Nabout,” 
master of the m'abe or stick;) and in Sir 
Sydney Smith’s transactions at Acte, his principal ^ 
coadjutor, the pashaw, was sumamed " Dgezar,” 
which in Turkish signifies the " Cutter.” Sho- 
bek, and the great district about it, is c'bmnianded 
by Abou Raschid. He was absent on our arrival, 
but messengers were dispatched to acquaint him 
with our coming. From this camp another was 
in sight to the southward, and beyond it a hill 
thinly scattered with trees. We Wei'e hospitably 
received. A merchant whom we had known at 
Hebron came in, complaining that he had been 
robbed of twenty-eight pieces of merchandise, 
which he had brought to sell atnongst the Arabs; 
they had lain hands on the goods in their tents, 
and refused to give them up. At ptUrliculilr 
seasons of the year the inhabitants of these tents 
are in the habit of passing to Cairo, whence thfey 
carry on the charcoal trade between that nity and 
Suez; tlicy said it was a five days’ journey from 
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hence to Suez. In passing into Egypt they 
usually take the road to Gaza, though they seem 
to be fully aware of the shorter way; it is, there- 
fore, only^for the sake of^sectirity. At Shobek 
there was a small caravan to set out the morrow 
of our departure; the owner of it offered to 
carry us to Cairc^ in eight* dayi>, computing two 
to Gaza, and eight thence. 

May 19. About noon Abou BasehSi arrived. 
He was a middling sized nian, with very marked 
eatures, having a dark complexion, very dark 
beard, black piercing eyes, and aquiline nose; 
hia age might be about thirty. He was full of life 
and spirits, but rather a man of few words, and 
plain, unaffected manners. We had always heard 
him spoken of in great raptures in the camp, ever 
since our arrival. Having dined with us, the Hebron 
merchant pleaded his cause before him, when he 
presently gave orders " that his goods should be 
restored to him.” On our part, he very soon came 
to terms with us, assuring us that he would wil- 
lingly conduct us to Wady Mousa for nothing, for 
the sake of Mahommed Ali, Pashaw of Egypt. Soon 
after a great dispute and tumult arose in the tent, 
Abou Zatoun (the Father of the Olives), the sheikh 
of Wady Mousa declaring, with violent gestures, 
and swearing “ by the beard of the prophet,” and 
"by the honour of their women,” that we should not 
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go forward ; and seeing that, notwithstanding his 
violence, both Aboii Raschid and our$elves wefe 
preparing our horses, he quitted the tent, uttering 
threats and execrations, and rode off for Wady 
Mousa, determined to prevept our going. All the 
Wady Mousa people also quitted the camp, joining 
in their chiefs hosLlIity to our advance, repeatedly 
exclaiming, Let the dogs go and perish if they 
please;” and swearing we should neither drink 
of their water nor. pass, into their territory. 
Virile this was passing, our good old man Sheikh 
Yousouf’s resolution was shaken, and both he and 
Sahlem of Djebal strongly urged us to return 
and give up the business, representing all future 
perseverance as fruitless. Abou Raschid twice 
dismounted to answer the arguments of his people, 
or to overcome their opposition, as they had sur- 
rounded him in numbers, imploring him to desist, 
and asking him “ why he risked himself for the 
mere gratification of our curiosity, who were only 
Christians.” The sheikh seeing that all his argu- 
ments had no effect, seized his spear and sprang 
on his horse, exclaiming, I have set them on their 
horses, let us see who will dare to stop Abou Ras- 
chid.” We presently descended in a south by 
west direction, through a ravine whose sides, rocky 
as they are, have at some time been terraced up 
and cultivated. The Wady Mousa people rode in 
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a parallel lihe with us, keeping on the high ground 
on our left. In about half an hour (four o’clock) 
we reached a source that issues from the live rock, 
and b called Sammack ; here we* were joined by a 
host of people, all armM, and subject to our sheikh, 
some were oh horseback and some on foot ; two 
double-mounted dy^medaries also arrived. Slidkhs 
Yousouf and Sahlcm stjll reim^hM behihd ht th^ 
camp we had left. Abott oh the 

up of hfs people, tool^^ oath (**), " By the honour 
W their women,” aj^' by the faith of a true Mus- 
sulman,” that hrfe should drink of the water of 
Wady Mousa, and go whithersoever he pleased 
to carry us. Thus were both the rival chiefs op- 
positely pledged in their resolution respecting us. 
To the honour of Abou Raschid it should here be 
Said, that as yet he had not received, or even sti- 
pulated for any pecuniary or other reward 
whatever. As we advanced down the ravine, a 
wild aud romantic view opened to us, terminated 
by the peaks of the black and rugged ridge of 
Mount Hor, the same that is alluded to in 
Scripture, and by a boundless extent of desert 
view, which we have hardly ever seen equalled 
for singularity and grandeur. We turned 
up out of this valley to the eastward, and 
remarked as we quitted it, that there were 
two small masses of ruins upon two opposite 
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points Avhich command it : they were, perhaps, 
forts. Our way leading through a circular 
plain covered with corn, and bushes of white- 
thorn just comiifg into blossom, conducted us to 
a valley with the sides prettily studded with 
turpentine trees, so clustered and grouped 
together, as to give it a very parkish appearance ; 
here we perceived i^aces^ of a paved way, con- 
structed sinilariy t^t%t we had quitted when 
we were descen^g .^K^.- Shobek, ana" which , 
we thought to be a continuation of the same,' 
At sun-set we alighted at a camp of sixty-eigh^. 
tents, pitched in three adjoining circles, on, the 
highest point of a pass ; our whole journey this 
day was S. W. three hours. The pass just 
mentioned was not between two mountains, but 
on the highest summit of one of thmn great 
part of these heights being so steep as to be 
almost inaccessible, except by the beaten tracks. 
One of these precipitous ialls of ground was 
close to our camp to the westward ; it commands 
a most magnificent view, in which the fore-ground 
is a circular, but uneven hollow, in part cultivated, 
with several circular camps pitched in difiP^ent 
parts of it, and the little village of Dibdeba, 
M'ith a grove of fig-trees about it, bearing S.W* 
The dark ridge of Mount Hor, which appears to 
be altogether composed of a sort of sparry flint. 



LliTTER V.] THE HEAD SEA. 387 

broken into masses and seamed with wide crevices, 
with scarcely any verdure to vary its deep purple 
colour, forms the boundary of this hollow to the 
southward^and also to the. westward, with that 
Ingh peak, upon whibh is the reputed tomb of 
Aaron, (the Ara{»s call it Nebi Aaroon, Prophet 
Aaron) rearing itle}f above all the rest in the mid- 
dle of the picture. This craggy ridge does not, 
however, terminate the^landseape ; the mountain 
from w^ch we viewed it being considerably higher, 
^nd commanding a boundless view beyond it, over 
/a wMtish expanse of country, which is varied here 
and. there with other coloured ridges rising like 
islands upon it, or jutting forward into it like 
prmnontories. The violent rains of the night 
of the twenty-first and twenty-second supplied 
the feature of water to this varied landscape, 
forming a glittering line in the distant plain. 
S. W. hy S., as far as the eye could reach, 
is a range of mountains, in which the natives 
pointed out Mount Sinai. We were told it 
was at the distance of four days; they also 
reported Agaba,” an inhabited place on the 
RfE^ Sea, as distant a day and a half from us ; 
and Mahn on the hadj road one day off. A 
place which the Arabs call Goreye was like- 
wise mentioned as being four days’ to the east- 
ward, or S. E., where are ^'cry extensive ruins. 
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In front of our tent there passed an ancient 
road; no remains can be traced of pavement, 
but merely two parallel lines of low, dry wall, 
set at the distance, of about twenty-five feet 
apart. 

May SO. We followed the road in its passage 
downwards to th.. 3. W. for ha^lf 'an hour, when we 
reached another camp> subject, in some measure, 
to our chief; we ha& paired over the sites of two 
others abandoned by tha .ndvi^se party during the ( 
night ; these sites are always distinguishable by’ 
the fires and bed places of the Arabs ; the forme\ 
are marked by little holes filled up with ashes, the 
latter by stones laid in oblong circles, with 4ned 
heath and dead boughs laid on them. 

An eminence, about S. W. of this last camp> 
commanded a view over Wady Mousa, bearing 
south ; it seemed an inconsiderable village, in 
a low situation, with a few fig trees about it. 
Nebi Aaroon and Dibdebar were also visible from 
this point, but we were admonished to go to the 
brow of the precipice, only one at a time, and were 
afterwards prohibited altogether. There were 
some very odd-looking people in this camp, some 
of the men having long hur of a tawny colour, 
plaited in small plaits, very much in the Nulnaa 
manner, but without grease, and a handkerchief 
of a brown colour, instead of the usual gaudy 
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s<;vipes, confined, in lieu of the plain cord, by 
a brown, flat band, worked in with patches of 
coloured woollen, and standing uj> above the head ; 
their sandals, which however are not peculiar 
to them, as we^had observed them in many 
other instances, are simple, and curious, having 
a thong coming up#on each side of the foot from 
the sole, and another between the toes ; a single 
tye fastens them on. The women had a peculiar 
way of plaiting theff braided hair across the 
^forehead, which had the air of a formal wig. 
The female children hod the same leathern aprons 
ornamented with shells, &c., which are in use in 

From the Break of day we had been apprized 
that, the adverse party were fully prepared to- 
stand to their word in opposing us; that they 
had removed several of their camps, and that a 
large part of them had- abandoned their village 
of Wady Mousa to occupy a height which com- 
manded it. We could see the tents which they 
had) pitched there, as the distance from our ad- 
vanced camp was very moderate; they had also 
moved their cattle with them. Messages, some- 
times of persuasion, and oftener with threats, 
were continually passing; a small detachment of 
the hostile party passed our tents, but refused to 
eat in them; they were suffered to go oti, un- 
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niolcDted. In the afternoon a large deputation 
arrived, sufficient to fill the whole tent; a confer-* 
rence was immediately commenced with them; 
they never personally .appealed to us; but carried 
on the conversation with Abou Raschid only. It 
was in vain that the authority of the sultan or 
of the pashaws was dwelt upontin our favour; they 
got rid .of the firmans, by* insisting that they did 
not und^stand Turkish, and after ha^ng a 
Ix^ourdi of Sail, pashaw of Damaseus, delivered 
into their hands, they said it was a fabrication of( 
the Jews, who are the pashaw’s ministers. Not^ 
argument only, but even artifice and falsehood 
were employed in our favour; our fHend Aboil 
Raschid asserting that we had with us a person 
on the part of Soliman, pashaw of Acre, (our 
servant was the person whom he pointed out as 
such) and a letter from the governour of Yafia; 
which, however easy to have procured, we were 
not provided with. The adverse party, in some 
of their conferences, insisted much on seeing 
something under the hand of the last-mentioned 
governour, whose recommendation, we have reason 
to think, would go farther in this country than 
that of any other person. It was however m 
this instance only captiously asked for, on the 
presumption that wc had it not to produce. 

Abou Raschid urged repeatedly, that in the 
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event of their not complying, we could use our 
influence with the several pashaws to cut off their 
communication entirely with Mahn, Gaza, and 
Egypt; and he insisted upon our taking down 
the names of the reTractory chiefs, which were 
Abou Zatoun father of the Olives,) sheikh of 
Wady Mousa, and commanding the Howetatt 
Arabs; Kali Phee, of the same place; Lehaddineh 
Hinde^ and the adherents, of even £bn Jarzee^ 
who< was. himself rather disposed to our side. 
Our champion advised us,^ in the presence of these 
people, to instigate Mahomed Ali to lay hands on 
some of them whenever they should come to' 
trade at Cairo. These people said on their first 
coming, " that we were very lucky in the protec- 
tion of the chief who accompanied us, for other- 
wise we should never have returned.” They 
pretended to believe that we had a design of 
poisoning the water. 

In the evening there was a very loud thunder 
storm; and as all that could be said or threaten- 
ed seemed to have no effect upon our opponents, 
and as there was neither food for us nor forage for 
the horses in the tents, we returned, and slept at 
the same camp as on the preceding night. It was 
the full of the moon, a dismal cold rain came on, 
which, for the space of two or three hours, pene- 
trated the covering of our tent, and until a 



J92 fKAVKLS ttOUNJU [LETTER V. 

trench was dug along the inside of the back 
curtain, it flowed in upon us from the high 
ground; the goats and sheep were continually 
encuroaching, and at l%st even a cow. , 

May SI. A thick fog pfevailed, so that even 
the opposite side of our camp was not visible; 
we heard very noisy councils%fti the adjoining 
tents, and it was soon aifter announced to us, 
that ** war was positirely determined on,”^as the 
only alternative of our not being permitted to 
see what we had desired, and to drink of the^ 
water. Messengers were dispatched to the camps, 
under Abou Raschid’s influence, and to Shobek, 
to apprise them of the circumstance, and to re- 
quest inunediate reinforcements; the presence of 
Sheikh Yousouf aud Sahlem was also required. 
A poor matronly woman, in the other half of our 
tent, was looking over the partition with her 
child in her arms, shedding tears occasionally, and 
throwing in arguments of dissuasion. It was in 
vain that we agreed to give up Wady Mousa altoge- 
ther, and declared that we had no desire to taste 
of the water; the antiquities, which are distant 
from the. village, being the only object of our 
curiosity. Qur chief, who was a man of few 
words, stood always to his point, and declared 
that we should not only see the place, but 
bathe in the waters; and, that if fair means could 
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not compass this, he had sworn to accomplish it 
. by force. 

The messages which arrived in the course of 
the morning from the opposite* party, were only 
. a renewal of protestations and oaths agmnst our 
entering their territory ; and they even threw out 
nr ''ces of cutti^ pff our return from where we 
w thus situ^d w^ could not but compare 
our ca^ to that of the Israelites under Moses, when 
Edom refused to give them a passage through 
\her country (“), The circumstance must like- 
wise have occurred nearly in the same place, as 
the death and burial of Aaron on Mount Hor (^^),' 
whose tomb was now before us, would seem to con- 
firm. About mid-day, when the weather was 
somewhat clearer, we, perceived a number of armed 
men, some mounted, coming up the valley from 
the north-eastward ; the horsemen were Sheikhs 
Yousouf and Sahlem, with their own attendants, 
and some few others with lances ; the total num- 
ber of these was seven ; the infentry followed, 
with their match-locks and muskets, to the 
amount of upwards of sixty. They drew up into 
something like a line near the camp, and ap- 
proached it shouting, the women answering with 
their usual screams of exultation from the tents, 
lee, lee, lee, lee, &c. (®*), but they were not suf- 
fered to stand exposed in the way ; such as had 
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coitic out being rudely warned buck into tbei^ 
tents by the men. The sheikhs of Kerek and 
I^ebal were conducted, each by separate open- 
ings, into the campy to the tents allotted to 
them; we found them dispirited and diseom^ 
posed at what had happened, and at the con- 
sequences which were likely* to^sue. They re- 
minded us of their having dissu^ed us from press- 
ing the matter any futher at the camp where we 
had last parted, and in t^^peomferences with Abou 
Raschid gave him such advice nsinight be expected ( 
from persons of their years (*); old Yousouf par- 
ticularly, like Nestor in the Iliad, dwelt much 
upon what had passed in his youth, and upon 
wars in which he had engaged and had found wear- 
son when too late to repent of. He told his stories 
with a great deal of grave action ; but his count- 
sels had more effect upon the rest of his audience, 
than on the spirited young Arab to whom they 
were addressed, who continued staunch in his 
determination of waging war (^, and could not 
be induced even to shift his ground so far as tO' 
coniine his demands in our favour to the sight 
of the antiquities only ; strenuously persisting that, 
as we had put ourselves under his protection,, we 
should go wherever he was pleased to carry us. 

A deputation arrived from the enemy, and the' 
old sheikhs tried every argument that experience. 
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could suggest to induce thefti to permit us to go 
forward ; they were denounced as rebels in the 
case of non-compliance, and the consequences 
were painted in the strong^t colours. No effect 
was produced by tHes^conferences. Our party 
was continually gainiw strength by armed per- 
sons dropping various directions until 

night. The r^^O^eemeuis were distributed 
amongst the different and rations were re- 
fused to such as had ^ihot^lMrought guns or spears. 
I The camp now began to assume a very warlike ap- 
pearance: the spears stuck in the sand, the saddled 
horses . before the tents, with the arms hanging 
up within, altogether had an imposing effect (^). 
Perceiving that such a concourse of strangers 
must distress the camp, we begged to be per- 
mitted to pay for our food and that of our horses, 
but Ahou Raschid would not hear of it ; all was 
gratuitous, and our animals had abundance. 

One circumstance seemed to turn in our fa- 
vour; Hindi, an Arab chief of very poor and 
ordinary appearance, and almost blind, was 
represented to us, as a man of great power and 
influence, who could command two thousand 
guns ; and though this was probably an exagge- 
ration, yet from the effect which his interference 
appears to have had in the sequel, it seems pro- 
bable that he is a chieftain of considerable power. 
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He had been upon iU terms with Abou Raschid, 
yet from the time of our first conference with 
him at the advanced camp, he had seemed dis- 
posed to favour our pretensions, and to dissuade 
the hostile party from tht^ir *obstinate oppoation, 
more especially as be jprof^sed great respect for 
the written orders, of the'^'?^«^!sh government. 
On the oidier hand, iti; wsf^ that there was 
a strong party among hts adherents inclined to 
prevent his co-operattoh^showaver, towards the 
evmung of this day, he made a solemn peace with 
our chief, and passsed into the enemy’s quarters, 
with the intention of bringing all his men to act 
in concert with Mahommed Abou RascMd,- hr 
open war against them in case of their persis^mg 
another day. Some conununication was also 
made by letter, but in whose name we did not ' 
learn. The answer was expected, but did not 
arrive thb night. Towards dark there went a 
rumour throughout the camp, that our oppo- 
nents had given in, and that we should be at 
liberty on the morrow to go where we pleased.- 
We laid down with this impression on us, and it 
was pretty general throughout all the camp. 
Our chief seemed proud of matters having bemi 
brought to a favourable end so soon, and said, 
exultingly, that there were some who had 
the talent of carrying their point with saying 
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very little, while others who made a great 
noise were obliged to give way, and behaved like 
cattle.” 

The same dismal weatl^er ’continued ; about 
midnight there was a cvf*oi thieves in the camp, 
and it was fodnd thp they were very quietly 
sitting at our but*as there were some of 

our people not we lost nothing. In 
the morning we heard that two spies had also 
been detected in camp (®®), but it did not 
I appear that any fiirther measures had been pur- 
sued against them, than their dismissal. 

May 22. The fog was still thicker ; we were 
surprised to find that this weather was not deemed 
unusual or out of season. It was announced to 
us that the men of Wady Mousa did not adhere td 
their agreement, but in the plainest terms had 
declared, " that they would oppose us by main 
force, and that we should pay with our lives for 
any attempt that we should make to advance 
within their limits.” It appeared that they had 
even thrown up some sort of fortification about 
the well. Upon our declaring that we did not 
.wish matters to be pushed to extremities, and 
again persisting in confining our desires to the 
sight of the antiquities only, Mahommed would 
hardly listen to the bearer of the message, and 
scarcely came to see us during the whole day. 
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Armed reinforcements in sniall numbers were 
continually dropping in. For the last two days, 
since the negociations had been pending, we had 
seen so very little of our friend Abou Raschid, 
that we feared he was displeased ; and it appeared 
that he had avoided us frem the ‘moment we had 
offered to abandon bur ^e^t« rather than to 
proceed to extrmnitie|. ^ 

May S3. In this predicament we found our- 
selves this morning ; the r^ult of Hindi’s- decla- 
ration was expected with impatience, and almost 
every one seemed to think that it must have 
great weight with the enemy. We however 
heard that their party had also had an accession- 
of two neighbouring tribes of Arabs who had 
declared against us. Old Yousouf was this day 
unusually eloquent in our favour giving out that 
we were believers in Mahommed, and that our 
only motive in wishing to advance, was to pay our 
devotions at Aaron’s tomb, thus giving a very 
plausible turn to the motive of our Journey ; when 
asked " if we were of the true faith,” he always 
replied "they are English.” He recapitulated 
the list of the documents with which we were 
furnished, roundly asserting that we had recom- 
mendations from Yaffa and Eg^t, though he knew 
that we had them not, and he attached much im- 
portance to the presence of our soldier and Tartar 
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from Constantinople. He mentioned all the places 
ive had visited in the country, particularly Pal- 
myra and Szalt ; adding, that this was the first 
time we had been stopped. He dwelt again, in 
^he true character of an ^ chieftain, on the events 
■of wars that had happ^ed in his early days. His 
drift was to carrv mg/:ers by fair means if pos- 
sible, and to restK^ tlm inqip^tuosity of Abou Ra- 
schid, whom he warn^ of the' usual effects of hasty 
measures, and, for the first time alluded to an old 
, grudge which the people of Wady Mousa bore to- 
wards him, on account of the fate of three or four 
of their fellow townsmen whom he had beheaded 
at Kerek. The tone, however, of old Yousouf was 
considerably changed, and he seemed not alto- 
gether so adverse to hostilities as he had hitherto 
been ; he said, 1 too could bring out the men 
of Kerek," and he spoke of their numbers and 
courage, but he did not pledge himself to bring 
them out. 

In the course of this morning it had been dis- 
covered that one of the ruins which we were in 
quest of w'as in sight from our mountain ; it proved 
to be that which we called the palace; it was 
discernible through a narrow strait formed by 
two craggy cliffs, which gave it a very pictu- 
resque appearance. By following the brow of 
the mountain we gained a sight also of the 
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theatre cut out of the live rock, and of several of 
the tombs. Though they were at a considerable 
distance we could make them out pretty well 
with the help of* a spy-glass; this sight was a 
great encouragement tc5»us,« as it appeared posr 
sible to reach the s])ot without passing at all near 
the enemy’s quarters*; an^ii^ejtegan to concert 
among ourselves some mean|$^f getting there 
secretly in the night, should all other expedients 
fail. While we were deliberating on this subject, we 
saw a great cavalcade entering our- camp from the f 
southward. There were many lances and mounted 
Arabs, and we observed that there were some 
amongst the horsemen who wore richer tUrbans, 
more gaudy colours, than is usual amongst Bedou- 
ins or peasants. As the procession advanced, several 
of Abou Raschid’s Arabs went out, and led the 
horses of the chiefs by the bridles into the camp. 
The whole procession alighted at the tent of our 
chief, and kissed his turban; this was the signal 
of pacification. Peace was immediately pro- 
claimed throughout the camp, and notice was 
given that the men bearing arms who had come 
from a distance, many of whom had dropped in 
that very morning, were to return to their re- 
pective homes. 

Our late opponents were now willing to con- 
sent to our setting out that afternoon ; but by 
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the general wish -it was deferred until tin; ac\t 
day. We heard music and singing in several 
"of the tents. One of the chiefs of the partv who 
had been adverse to us, came vary shortly t«» j^ay 
us a visit; amongst other things, he said \\\ his 

• j 

■ excuse that he had misc^nceivi'd the object of our 
journey ; having; supposed • ns I^renchinen who 
came witli a desi^q”? di‘ poisoning the water; they 
dissembled the resil' naotive of their change of 
eonduc''# which there can be little doubt was fear, 
• and imputed their concessions entirely to their 
respect for the sultan and the pashaws. To make 
the matter more formal, there came a person who 
was in the employ of the pashaw of Damascus, with 
two attendants, to read and examine our papers. 
It proved, however, that he was wliolly unac- 
quainted with the Turkish language, and in con- 
sequence confined himsidf entirely to the boyour- 
dees of the two pashaws, which he declared to 
he satisfactory and sufiicient, although, in point 
of fact, they were altogether foreign to the 
question, being addressed to persons and places 
in quite a different part of the country. This 
man, in rccompence for his decision, in the course 
of the evening attempted, through old Yousouf, 
to lay claim to some remuneration, but Yousouf 
fought off his pretensions, by asserting, that (or his 
own part he had not secN the colour of ouj- gold , 
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vvliicli 'vas so far true, .ts ihe foirr liundred piastres 
wore deposited in t.lie Itands of the (ireek priest 
at Kerek. 

In the evening we w eri* visited by Abou Raschid, 
who was in high spiiifs; tlie weather had been 
considerably clearer thb* day, but it was still 
much colder than mighl^iavc been expected at 
this season of the yet *•. Du^Asig the day we had 
explored the high land to the eastward of the 
camp, and found it covered, upon both i's sides 
and on its summit, with lines of dry wall, anc^ 
solid masses of the same. The former appeared 
to be the traces of former cultivation ; the solid 
ruins seemed to be only the remains of towers (^*) 
for watching in harvest and vintage time. The 
whole neighbourhood of this spot bears similar 
traces of former industry, all which seem to indi- 
cate the vicinity of a great metropolis. 

May 24 . The morning was less unfavourable 
than those which had preceded it. Soon after 
sun-rise we set out from the camp ; there were 
in all about fifty persons, amongst whom were 
the deputation from Wady Mousa and the men 
of Damascus, who had passed the night in the 
tents of our chief. The first part of our road 
was the same which led to the advanced camp 
where we had been on the twentieth ; but before 
we reached that spot we turned off from it in an 
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E. S. E. direction, constantly descending. As wo 
got low'erdown, we passed into a rocky and steep 
defile, where tlie footing is extremely bad, and 
the passage so commanded from the sides, and 
intersected hy huge mas.^s of sand-stone detached 
and rolled down from ^bove, that it was obvious 
that a very sitla]! /^rce would be capable of 
holding it against a grg at superiority of numbers. 
Towards the lower extremity of this pass the 
path Branched off two several ways; it had 
previously been whispered to us by our chief, 
that we should not seem to take any notice of 
it, but let the men of Wady Mousa go their way,' 
while we should follow one of our own party, 
who would go forward and guide us in a different 
direction. When’ we reached the point of separa- 
tion, the others not being apprized of this deter- 
mination, said all they could to induce Abou 
Raschid to ascend to their tents, and came even 
to high words with him, but they could not pre- 
vail, he having sworn an oath, that neither we 
nor himself should eat or drink at their expense, 
or within the limits of their territory. Some few 
even followed us for a time, hoping to persuade us 
to turn back with them, but before we reached the 
valley of Wady Mousa they had all withdrawn. 

Our defile brought us directly down into this 
place, whose name had become so familiar to 
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US ; it is, at the point where vvc entered it, a 
stony hut cultivated valley of moderate size, 
without much character or beauty, running in a 
direction from K. lo W. \ lesser hollow, sloping 
down to it from the southward, meets it at aii 
angle ; at the upper end of the latter valley is the 
village seen over stages of Hl^n^ing fruit-grounds 
and gardens, which are ^w^dred by a spring. 
At the point of junction of these valleys a source 
issues from the rock and forms n brook, to’ which 
the other is contributary ; to this Abou Raschid , 
pointed, with a sneer of exultation, as we crossed 
•it, observing, “there is the water about which 
there has been so much contention and dis||^ute.” 
It flows towards the westward, and is, in point of 
fact, the head of the stream whi?h Pliny has dig- 
nified with the name of a river. We approached 
no nearer to the village than this point, but as’ 
the distance did not exceed a quarter of a mile, 
we could plainly perceive that there was nothing 
ancient there; that the houses were mean and 
ragged, and not more than forty or fifty in 
number. On the summit of a broad, green hill, 
rising above it, we could not only distinguish 
the large encampment to which the inhabitants 
had retired on the night of the twentieth, but 
could plainly see them collected in great numbers 
on the brow looking down and watching us. • 
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Some hundred yards below this spring begin 
the out-skirts of the vast Necropolis of Petra. 
Many door-ways are visible, upon different levels, 
cut in the side of the mountain, which towards 
this part begins to a^unre a more rugged aspect ; 
the most remarkable tambs si and near the road, 
which follows the ^oEi-se of the brook. The first 
of these is on the right*hand, and is cut in a mass 
of whitish rock, which is in some measure insu- 
lated and detached from the general range. The 
centre represents the front of a square tower, 
with pilasters at the corner, and with several 
successive bands of frieze and entablature above ; 
two low wings project from it at right angles, and 
present each of them a recess, in the manner of 
a portico, which consists of two columns whose 
capitals have an affinity with the Doric order, 
between corresponding antje ; there are, however, 
no triglyphs above. Three sides of a square area 
are thus enclosed; the fourth has been shut in by 
a low wall and two colossal lions on either side 
of the entrance, all much decayed. The interior 
has been a place of sepulture for several bodies. 
On the front are little niches and hollows cut, 
as if for the reception of votive offerings. 
Farther on, upon the left, is a wide fa^iade of 
rather a low proportion, loaded with ornaments 
in the Roman manner, but in a bad taste, with an 
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infinity of broken lines and unnecessary angles 
and projections, and multiplied pediments and 
half pediments, and pedestals set upon columns 
that support nothing. It has more the air of a 
fantastical scene in a thcatie than an architeo- 
tural work in' stone ; and fcr unineaning richness, 
and littleness of conception, . hjr.- Bankes seemed 
to think, might have been ,the work of Boromini 
himself, whose style it exactly resembles, and 
carries to the extreme. What is observed of this 
front is applicable, more or less, to every specimen 
of Roman design at Petra. The door-way has 
•triglyphs over the entablature, and flowers in the 
metopes. The chamber within is not so large as 
the exterior promises; it has a broad, rmsed 
platform round three sides, on which bodies were 
probably disposed. Immediately over this front 
is another of almost equal extent, but so wholly 
distinct from it, that even the centres do not 
correspond; the door-way has the same orna- 
ments. The rest of the body of the design is no 
more than a plain front, without any other deco- 
ration than a single moulding. Upon this are 
set, in a recess, four tall and taper pyramids; 
their effect is singular and surprising, but 
combining too little with the rest of the ele- 
vation to be good. Our attention was the 
more attracted by this monument, as it pre- 
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sents, perhaps, the only existing example of 
pyramids so applied, though we read of them as 
placed in a similar manner on the summit of the 
tomb of the Maccabees, and' of the Queen of 
Adiabinne, both in the neighbouring province of 
Palestine. The interior of the mausoleum is of mo- 
derate size, wifli^ two sepulchral i-ecesses upon 
each side, and one in form of an arched alcove at 
the upper end ; a flight of steps leads up to the 
narrow terrace upon which it opens. The sub- 
joined cut may convey an idea of some of these 
singular excavations. 



The sides of the valley were now becoming 
precipitous and rugged to a high degree, and 
approaching nearer and nearer to each other, so 
that it might rather deserve the name of a ravine, 
with high detached masses of rock standing up 
here and there in the open space. Of these the 
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architects had availed tiieiiiselves. In some in- 
stances the large and lofty towers are represented 
in relievo on the lower part of the precipice, and 
the live rock is cut ^lown on all sides, so as to 
make the resemblance complete. The greater 
nunib«*r of tlieni present themselves to the high 
road, but there are otliers whicji^tand back in the 
wild nooks and recesses ,of the mountain. All 
seemed to have been sepulchral, and it was here 
that we first observed the features of a 'sort of 
architecture that was new to us, and is, perhaps, 
not elsewere to be found. 

• To erect quadrangular towers for sepulchres, 
seems to have been the fashion in several inland 
districts of the east ; they abound at Palmyra, 
and are seen in the valley of Jehoshaphat near 
Jerusalem, &c. : but the details and ornaments of 
these, universally betray an imitation of Roman 
architecture, whilst at Petra they bear all the 
marks of a peculiar and indigenous style ; their 
sides have generally a slight degree of that incli- 
nation towards faeh other, which is one of the 
characteristics of Egyptian edifices, and they are 
crowned with the Egyptian torus and concave 
frieze. A very remarkable superstructure rises 
above as a parapet. Two corresponding flights of 
steps arc; represented in relievo, ascending in oppo- 
site directions, from two points near the centre, 
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thus ’ i ; they are connected together by ii 
horizontal line drawn between the uppermost 
steps, and there are usually from four to six. At 
the angles are pilasters ; in many instances they 
have a considerable diminutioT) upwards ; the 
capital is very peculiar, ^a)ul iippears like the 
rough draft of »n unfinished Ionic capital as it 
comes from the quarry. It is, however, almost 
universal on these tombs, and may be called 
the Arabian order of architecture. An entab' 
lature and frieze, little differing from the Ionic 
or Corinthian, rests upon these pilasters ; above 
that is a blank space, in the nature of a low attic, 
which is finished with the Egyptian torus and 
frieze, bearing the superstructure which I have 
described. There is one single example, near the 
theatre, of an upper door-way opening in this 
attic, to which there is no visible access ; there 
may possibly, however, be some stairs in the 
interior; the lower door-way is unluckily choaked, 
so that we could not ascertain. In some 
instances the pilasters are multiplied to four in 
the front, and are rounded instead of being 
angular. What is the least peculiar in the 
details of these Arabian elevations, is the deco- 
rations of the door-ways, which have in many 
instances a pediment not distinguishable from 
those of the Romans, and in others a plain hori- 
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zontal architrave with the same character in the 
mouldings. It is remarkable, that in very many 
instances the whole frame and ornament of the 
door has been of separate pieces, and grafted on 
upon the solid rock. Solnetimes there are* 
cavities foi pegs or rivets which would seem to 
have fastened these decoration^ lin metal or in 
wood ; in others they neem to have been of 
marble or some finer sort of stone, let into grooves, 
which shew, in the hollow, their exact form.*^ We 
were at a loss to account for the apparent 
conformity of this single member of the building 
to the rules of the Greeks and Romans ; it seems 
too strong to be accidental ; and if we suppose 
the imitation to have taken place so far back as 
the first Macedonian expedition into this country, 
it will still make the tombs, by many ages, more 
recent than it is probable that many of them 
really are; since, from the days of Rekem, King of 
the Midianites, who passes for the founder of 
Petra, to those of Alexander the Great, there 
must have been a long suite of kings, and these 
monarchs probably had tombs. Yet if the form 
of the door-ways be judged decidely posterior to 
that period, it is so general, that few if any of 
the larger sort will remain for that early dynasty. 
If wc bring them still later, and suppose them a 
Roman innovation, the difficulty is increased. 
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because we must then believe a much greater lapse 
of ages to have passed in a flourishing kingdom, 
without any considerable monuments, when archi- 
tecture was not unknown. It is possible such of 
the door frames as Were not cut in the solid, may 
have been adde'd afterwards, but this does not ap- 
pear very probahl^, nor does it entirely remove the 
difficulty ; especially, as in some instances in the 
higher parts of the design, broad bands seem to 
have Been attached in a similar manner, which very 
probably were charged with inscriptions. 

It is surprising, amongst such a multitude of 
tombs, to find so few with any inscription to re - 
cord, for whom they were constructed ; we only 
met with two instances ; one was on the tomb, 
which had a door in the attic already mentioned, 
as being near the theatre ; it is much mutilated, 
the other, which we copied, is on the left hand 
side of the track leading towards Dibdebar, on 
a large front of pure Arabian design, with four 
attached columns; and in this monument the 
architect, from failure, or a defective vein in the 
sand-ston^ has been obliged to carry up the 
lower half in masonry, so as to meet the upper, 
which is sculptured on the face of the mountain, 
where also there were flaws, and here pieces have 
been let in to make up what was defective ; these 
last remain, but the whole substruction has disap- 
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[)earo(l entirely, uiul the upper part is left hang- 
ing- from the rock above a\ ithout any base what- 
ever. This is not the only proof that is to be 
found, among the 'rt'mains at Petra, that those 
who wrought on the live rock, contrary to the. 
necessary prortice <*i' builders, began their work 
at the top. To return lo the ^inscription ; it is 
upon an oblong tablet, without frame or relief, 
but is easily distinguished from the rest of the 
surface by being more delicately wrought there 
projects, from each of its ends, those wings in 
form of the blade of an axe, which are common 
both in the Roman and Greek tablets, and which 
would seem to have been in their origin, for the 
purpose of receiving screws or fastenings, without 
encroaching on the part inscribed ; thus jcj • 

This original purpose seems to have been par- 
ticularly kept in view in the present instance, 
since, although the whole is in the solid, there is 
upon each side a stain of metal, which must be 
the effect of studs of bronze actually driven in, 
to give the whole tablet the appearance of a se- 
parate piece. The letters are well cut,^ and in a 
wonderful state of preservation, owing to the 
shelter which they receive from the projection of 
cornices, and an eastern aspect. None of our 
party had ever seen these characters before, ex- 
(‘opting Mr. I’ankes. who upon comparing them. 
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found them to be exactly similar to those which 
Ke had seen scratched on the rocks in the Wadv 
Makootub, and about the foot of Mount Sinai- 
He subsequently found a passage in Diodorus 
.-Siculus, wherein he speaks of a letter written by 
the Nabathmi of. Petra, to Antigonus, in the Syriac 
character; though this, pe»haj\s, is uo proof that 
the Syriac was in‘ use with them, since they may 
have chosen that language only, as more familiar 
to theicourt they were addressing. The tablet has 
five long lines, and immediately underneath, a 
single figure on a.Ui’ger scale, probably the date ; 
the very same occurs at the bottom of the Hebrew 
characters on the tomb of Aaron. The interior 
of the tomb we have been describing has two 
chambers, with recesses for bodies, but no pe- 
culiarity worthy of notice; the front is crowned 
with a double flight of steps in the usual form. 
In many instances, in lieu of two flights di- 
verging from each other, they are brought to 
meet in the form of pyramids, being reduced to 
a much smaller scale, and repeated in the man- 
ner of battlements, thus 
to the number of three, 
or five entire, with the half of one at each ex- 
tremity. We have preferred colleeting into one 
view, the most remarkable features of these 
tombs, before we advanee further ; without con- 
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fining ourselves strictly to those which are met 
with in the approach from Wady Mousa to the 
city, in order to generalize the description, and 
avoid interrupting the narrative by alluding to 
them as they present theniselves, which is the 
case not otii) in every avenue 1» the city, and 
upon • ' ^ i’ccipiee rliat surrounds it, but even 

intermixed almost promiscuouSly with its public 
and domestic edifices. To return to the descrip- 
tion of the eastern approach to Petra: ^as we 
advanced, the natural features of the defile grew 
more and more imposing at every step, and the 
excavations and sculpture more frequent on both 
sides, till it presented at last a continued street of 
tombs, beyond which the rocks gradually ap- 
proaching each other, seemed all at once to close 
without any outlet. There is, however, one 
frightful chasm for the passage of the stream, 
which furnishes, as it did anciently, the only avenue 
to Petra on this side. It is impossible to con- 
ceive any thing more awful or sublime than such 
an approach; the width is not more than just suf- 
ficient for the passage of two horsemen abreast, 
the sides are in all parts perpendicular, varying 
from four hundred to seven hundred feet in 
height, and they often overhang to such a de- 
gree, that without their absolutely meeting, the 
sky is intercepted and completely shut out for 
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one lumdred yards together, and there is little 
more light than in a cavern. 

The screaming of the eagles, hawks, and 
owls, who were soaring abpvd our heads in con- 
siderable numbers, seemingly annoyed at any one 
approaching th^ir lonely habitation, added much 
to the singularKy of this scene 'I'Lo tama- 

risk, the wild fig, and^the oleander, grow luxuri- 
antly about the road, rendering the passages often 
difficult; in some places they hang down most 
beautifully from the cliflfe and crevices where they 
had taken root; the caper plant was also in luxu- 
riant growth, the continued shade furnishing- 
them with moisture. 

Very near the first, entrance into this romantic 
pass, a bold arch is thrown across at a great 
height, connecting the opposite sides of the cliff. 
Whether this was part of an upper road upon the 
summit of the mountain, or whether it be a por- 
tion of an aqueduct, which seems less probable, 
we had no opportunity of examining; but as the 
traveller passes under it, its appearance is most sur- 
prising, hanging thus above his head betwixt two 
rugged masses apparently inaccessible. Imme- 
diately under it are sculptured niches in the rock, 
destined probably for statues; and we suspect 
that by careful inspection inscriptions might be 
found there; but the position in which they are 



TRAVELS UOUNI) 


116 '■ 


[letter \. 


viewed is disadvantageous, and the height so 
great that it wo\ild roq('ir<’ a good glass to dis- 
tinguish them. Fartlu'i- rlown, upon a much 
l(»wer level, there is aq object frequently repeated 
in sculpture' along the road «idc, which we were 
at a loss lo e.vidai*!: an altar is* represented in 
a niche, upon which is set a mshss of a lumpish 
form, sometimes square and sometimes curved in 
its outline, or rising in other instances to a shar- 
per or obtuser cone; in one instance tld-ee of 
them are coupled together in one niche. It 
might possibly be a representation of the god 
Terminus, or perhaps one of the stone? which 
were objects of worship amongst the Arabs, down 
to the time of the coming of Mahommed. The 
number of these representations on the face of 
the rock is very considerable; in some instances 
there are many, almost contiguous, with Greek 
inscriptions on them, all of which are too much 
defaced to be of use in explaining their object. 
The ravine, without changing much its general 
direction, presents so many elbows and windings 
in its course, to which the track, of necessity, 
conforms, that the eye can seldom penetrate for- 
ward beyond a few paces, and is often puzzled 
to distinguish in what direction the passage will 
open, so completely does it appear obstructed. 
The exact .spot w'as not pointed out to us, but it 
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is somewhere amidst these natural horrors, that 
upwards of thirty pilgrims from Barbary, were 
murdered last year by the men of Wady Mousa 
on their return from Mee^S. The wrapping 
^ cloak of one of them was afterwards olfered to 
us for sale at fpseyra, and on*' o-f their watcUf's 
at Zaphoely. Sajvator Rosa never conceived so 
savage and suitable a, quarter for banditti. The 
brook has at this season disappeared beneath the 
soil, bat the manner in which its occasional over- 
flowings have broken up the antique pavement, 
and the slippery passes which the running of 
the waters have made, by polishing the live rock 
where it had been cut away to form the road, 
sufficiently prove the necessity of providing 
another course for its waters. A trough, carried 
along near the foot of the precipice upon the 
left hand side, was destined to confine the water, 
and to convey it upon a higher than the natural 
level to the city. At a considerable distance 
down the ravine this water-course crosses over 
to the opposite side; and towards its extremity 
may be traced passing along at a great height in 
earthen 'pipes, bedded and secured with mortar, 
in horizontal grooves cut in the face of the rock, 
and even across the architectural fronts of some 
of the tombs, which makes it probable that it is 
posterior to them. 


E E 



418 THAVKLS ROUND [LETTER V. 

Wc followed this sort of half subterranean 
passage for the space of nearly two miles, the 
sides increasing in height as the path continually 
descended, while t'lK tops of the precipices re- 
tained their former level. Where they are at the 
high<!st, a beam o!‘ s<j-onger light breaks in at the 
close of the dark perspective, and opens to view, 
half seen at first through the tall narrow opening, 
columns, statues, and cornices, of a light and 
finished taste, as if fresh from the chisel, without 
the tints or weather stains of age, and executed 
in a stone of a pale rose colour, which was 
‘ warmed at the moment we came in sight of them 
with the full light of the morning sun. The dark 
green of the shrubs that grow in this perpetual 
shade, and the sombre appearance of the passage 
from whence we were about to issue, formed a 
fine contrast with the glowing colour of the 
edifice. We know not with what to compare this 
scene ; perhaps there is nothing in the world that 
resembles it. Only a portion of a very extensive - 
architectural elevation is seen at first, but it 
has been so contrived that a statue with ex- 
panded wings, perhaps of victory, just fills the 
centre of the aperture in front, which being 
closed below by the sides of the rock folding 
over each other, gives to the figure the appear- 
ance of being suspended in the air at a consi- 
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clcrable height; the ruggedness of the clitts lielow 
setting off* the sculpture to the highest advantage. 
The rest of the design opened gradually at every 
pace as vve advanced, till tho" narrow defile which 
had continued thus *far, without any increase ol‘ 
breadth, spreads on . both s^des into an otrui area 
of a moderattfsiz*, whose sides are na< ire in- 
accessible, and present the same awful and 
romantic features as the avenues which lead to 
it : this*opening gives admission to a great body of 
light from the eastward. The position is one of the 
most beautiful that could be imagined for the front 
of a great temple, the richness and exquisite finish ' 
of whose decorations offers a most remarkable con- 
trast to the savage scenery which surrounds it. 

Tt is of a very lofty proportion, the elevation 
comprising two stories. The taste is not exactly 
to be commended, but many of the details and 
ornaments, and the size and proportion of the 
great door-way especially, to which there are 
five steps of ascent from the portico, are very 
noble. No part is built, the whole being purely 
a work of excavation, and its minutest embellish- 
ments, wherever the hand of man has not pur- 
posely effaced and obliterated them, arc so per- 
fect, that it may be doubted whether any work of 
the ancients, excepting, perhaps, some on the 
banks of the. Nile, have come down to our time 
so little injured by the lapse of ages. There is. 
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in fact, ijcarcely a building of forty years standing 
in England, so well preserved in the greater parf 
of its architectural decorations. Of the larger 
members of the architecture nothing is deficient 
excepting a single column of the portico; the 
statues are numerous and colossal. Those on 
each side of the portico epi^seiii.,* in groups, 
each of them, a centaur and a young man. This 
part of the work only is imperfect, having been 
mutilated, probably by the fanaticism of early 
Christians, or Mussulmen, directed against idolatry, 
and particularly the human form. In the upper 
'tier the figures are females, two are winged, and 
two appear to have been dancing or much in 
action, with some instruments lifted above their 
heads, of which that on the left hand seems to be 
the Amazonian bipennis. Unfortunately the 
centre figure, which was doubtless the principal 
one, is too much defaced for her attributes to be 
determined ; nor is there any thing in the orna- 
ments that could enable us to discover to what 
divinity the temple has been dedicated. The 
principal chamber of the interior is large and 
remarkably lofty, but quite plain, with the ex- 
ception of the door-frames and architraves, of 
which there are three; one at the farther end, 
and one at each side, all opening into small and 
plain cells. There is also .a lateral chamber on 
each side, opening from the portico, of a rude 
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form. The centre of the superstructure, which 
comprises the second story, is a circular elevation 
surrounded by columns, with a dome surmounted 
by an urn. This latter has not escaped, or 
failed to excite the ‘covetousness of the natives. 
We heard of it as the depgsit of a vast treasure, 
“ Hasnah-etira^aoun (Treasure of Pharoah,) 
as far as Jerusalem; and that it has been repeat- 
edly ai^ed at by musket-shot, there are evident 
proofs m the marks of bullets in the stone. No 
/»ne, however, seems to have succeeded in arriving 
at it by climbing, which would indeed be a 
difficult task; the green stains on either side' 
would lead to the supposition that the handles 
had been of bronze. It is doubtful whether one 
of the perforations, by a musket-ball, does not 
shew that the urn is hollow. Above the monu- 
ment the face of the rock is left over-hanging, 
and it' is to this that the excellent preservation of 
its details is to be ascribed. The half pediments, 
which terminate the wings of the building, are 
finished at the top with eagles, which, combined 
with a style of architecture differing little from the 
Roman, can leave no doubt that this great effort 
of art is posterior to the time of Trajan’s con- 
quest. 

Some of the heights whose steep sides inclo.so 
the area in front of the temple, are rendered ac- 
cessible, though with great difficulty, by flights 
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of steps cut in them; we found the ascent, in 
some instances, so steep and slippery that we 
were obliged to take ofi‘ our shoos, and also to 
use our hands nearly as much as we did our feet. 
Some small pyramids hewii out of the rock 
are on the suiiimit pf these heights; and we 
discovered a much higher t unicei p<5mt of moun- 
tain, to whose summit there is a regular spiral 
staircase of ascent, cut with great care and 
neatness, the same point possibly on which 
we could distinguish from another quarter, a 
single pillar or obelisk; we first observed, also, 
'from the heights above the temple, the great vase 
which crowns another monument to the N. W. 
The wide space which constitutes the area before 
the temple is about fifty yards in width, and 
about three times as long. It terminates to the 
south in a wild precipitous cliff, rendered accessi- 
ble by the steps above-mentioned to the N. N. W.; 
the defile assumes, for about three hundred yards, 
the same features which characterise the eastern 
approach, with an infinite variety of tombs, both 
Arabian and Roman, on either side. This pass 
conducts to the theatre, and here the ruins of 
the city burst on the view in their full grandeur, 
shut in on the opposite side by barren, craggy 
precipices, from which numerous ravines and val- 
leys like those we had passed, branch out in all 
directions; the sides of the mountains, covered 
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with an endless variety of excavated tombs and 
private dwellings (”), presented altogether, the 
most singular scene we ever beheld; and we must 
despair to give the reader an idea of the singular 
•effect of rocks, tiittcd with most extraordinary 
hues, whose summits pres^ent ns with nature in 
her most ssrr4^&»jind romantic form, whilst their 
bases are worked out in all the symmetry and 
regul^ty of art, with colonnades and pediments^ 
and ranges of corridors adhering to the perpen- 
iicular surface. The short notice of Petra, by 
Pliny, is as follows: “ the Nabatsei inhabit a city 
called Petra, in a hollow somewhat less than two 
miles in circumference, surrounded by inaccessi- 
ble -mountains, with a stream running through it. 
It is distant from the town of Gaza, on the coast, 
six hundred miles; and from the Persian gulf 
one hundred and twenty-two.” 6th book, 28 c. 
Strabo says the capital of the Nabatsei is called 
Petra; it lies in a spot which is in itself level and 
plain, but fortified all round with a barrier of 
rocks and precipices; within, furnished with 
springs of excellent quality for the supply of 
water and the irrigation of gardens; without the 
circuit, the country is in a great measure desert, 
and especially towards Judaea. Jericho is at the 
distance of three or four days.” He adds, that 
one of the royal lineage always resided at 
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Petra, and had a sort of counsellor attached to 
him who was entitled his brother; he premises 
their laws and customs. 

It will be seen that these two ancient geogra- 
phers, in characterising the po’sition of the city, not* 
only agree with one another, but will be found 
sufficiently conformable to th»*'4’e5lity, though, 
strictly speaking, the situetion can neither be 
called a valley with Pliny, nor a plai^ with 
Strabo; yet it is certainly both low in position, 
and level in surface, when compared with th(<« 
crags and precipices that surround it. It is an 
hrea in the bosom of a mountain, swelling into 
mounds and intersected with gullies; but the 
whole ground is of such a nature as may be con- 
veniently built upon, and has neither ascent nor 
descent inconveniently steep. Within the actual 
circuit of the city there are two mounds, which 
seem to have been entirely covered with build- 
ings, being still strewed over with a prodigious 
quantity of loose stones, tiles, and fragments of 
ancient ware, of a very light and delicate fabric. 
The bed of the river, taking its course to the 
N. W., flows between these two spots; the water 
has now sunk beneath the surface, and perhaps 
creeps through the rubbish which ages have accu- 
mulated in its bed; great part of it seems to 
have been arched over in the same manner as the 
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stream at Philadelphia. In the low ground, on 
the left bank of the stream, seem to have been 
some of the principal edifices; the first, to the 
N. W. from the theatre, was an archway of a very 
•florid architecture with pilasters having pannels 
enriched with foliage, in the manner of Palmyra: 
the whole mikili ruined. The arch was the in- 
troduction to a great pile of building, standing 
nearly «t right angles to it. This building had 
a do<^ on one side; on the three others, it was 
<Iocorated with A frieze of triglyphs, and large 
flowers in the metopes. Beams of wood are let 
in at intervals between the courses of the ma- 
sonry, and continue to this day, a strong proof 
of the dryness of the climate. The front had a 
portico of four columns; this part is much fallen 
into ruins. The interior of the edifice was di 
vided into three parallel chambers, and there 
seem to have been several stories. This interior 
economy made us suspect that it was not a 
temple, but rather a palace or some private 
edifice. Whatever may have been its nature, 
it seems to have been destined to the same 
purpose as the ruined building at “ Bait-el- 
Carm,” which w'e afterwards saw from our camp 
above Dibdebar, and which is the only con- 
siderable work of masonry existing at Petra. 
Upon the summit of the other mound there is a 
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iiiasN ist ruins of some solidity, but no very defi- 
nite shape. The Nubian geographer, climate' 
tlirce, says that the houses of Petra were exca- 
vated in the rock ; now, that this was not univer- 
sally true, is evident from the great quantity of* 
stones employed in tj^e lesser kind of edifices 
which are scattered, over the wh<iife^'^»fcc ; but it is 
also true, that there are grottos in great numbers, 
which were certainly not sepulchral, esj^cially 
near the palace ; there is one in particulai^which 
jiresents a front of four windows, with a larg(^ 
and lofty door-way in the centre. In the interior, 
t>ue chamber of about sixty feet in length, and of 
a breadth proportioned, occupies three of the 
windows and the door ; at the lower end, the 
fourth window seems allotted to a very small 
sleeping chamber, which is not brought down to 
the level of the floor of the great apartment, but 
has a chamber below it of the same size, receiv- 
ing no light but from the entrance. This, which 
seems the best of all the excavated residences, 
has no ornament whatever on the exterior ; and 
the same applies to all the other excavations of 
this nature. The access to this house is by a 
shelf gained out of the side of the mountain (^*) ; 
other inferior habitations open upon it, and more 
particularly an oven, and some cisterns. These 
antique dwellings are close to an angle of the 
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mountain, where the bed of the stream, after hav- 
ing traversed the city, passes again into a narrow 
defile, along whose steep sides a sort of excavated 
suburb is continued, of very small and mean 
•chambers, set one above another, without much 
regularity, like so many pigeon-holes in the rock, 
with flight^' ''o^’Vjteps or narrow inclined planes 
leading up to them. ' The main wiill and ceiling 
only some were in the solid; the fronts and 
partitions being built of very indifferent ma- 
sonry with cement. 

Following this defile farther down, the river 
re-appears, flowing with considerable rapidity 
though the water is plentiful, it is with difficulty 
that its course can be followed, from the luxu- 
riance of the shrubs that surround it, and 
obstruct every track. Besides the oleander, which 
is common to all the water-courses in this 
country, one may recognise among the plants 
which choak this valley, some which are probably 
the descendants of those that adorned the gardens, 
and supplied the market of the capital of Arabia; 
the carob, fig, mulberry, vine, and pomegranate 
line the river-side; a very beautiful species of 
aloe also grows in this valley, bearing a flower of 
an orange hue, shaded to scarlet; in some instances 
it had upwards of one hundred blossoms in a 
bunch. 
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Amongst tlie niches for votive offerings in the 
p.'.ountain’s side, some of which are cut to the 
heiglit of thirty feet, are pyramids and obelisks ; 
and in one instance there is an altar between 
two palm trees. The position of the theatre hjis* 
been mentioned ; it is the first object which 
presents itself to the traveller al^witBring Petra 
from the eastward. It is entirely hewn out of 
the live rock; the diameter of the podiuna is one 
hundred and twenty feet, the number m seats 
thirty-three, and of the cunii three. There was^ 
no break, and consequently no vomitories. The 
scene, unfortunately, was built, and not excavated; 
the whole is fallen, and the bases of four co- 
lumns only remain on its interior face. The 
theatre is surrounded by sepulchres; every 
avenue leading to it is full of them, and one may 
safely say, that a hundred of the largest dimensi- 
ons are visible from it. Indeed, throughout almost 
every quarter of this metropolis, the depositories 
of the dead, must have presented themselves con- 
stantly to the eyes of the inhabitants, and have 
almost out-numbered the habitations of the 
living ; there is a long line of them not far from 
the theatre, at such an angle as not to be com- 
prehended in the view from it, l)ut which must 
have formed a principal object for the city 

it.'volf. 
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The larg'cst of the sepulchres had originally 
'three stories, of which the lowest presented four 
portals, with large columns set between them ; 
and the second and third, a row of eighteen Ionic 
columns each, attached to the facade ; the live 
ro^k being insufKcient for the total elevation, a 
part of ^vas grafted on in masonry, and 

is for the most part fallen away. The four 
portals^ of the basement open into as many cham- 
bers, cry dissimilar, both in distribution and 
arrangements, but all sepulchral, and without any 
communication between them. In one were 
three recesses which seem to have been ornax 
mented with marble, or some other extraneous 
material. Almost contiguous to this extensive 
front, is another somewhat smaller but equally 
rich, whose design has a great analogy, especially 
in the circumstance of the half pediment, and the 
circular lantern in the centre, to the beautiful 
temple of the eastern approach. Though a 
general symmetry pervades this piece of architec- 
ture, yet there are irregularities observable in its 
doors and windows, which may be explained by 
the circumstance of their opening into apartments 
no way connected with each other, and intended 
apparently for different families. A little further 
to the S. E. an area is gained upon the slope of 
the mountain, by excavating it, so as to form 
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Lhri-c '•ides of a square ; two of these have been 
formed into Doric porticos ; the third, which is' 
the loftiest, as bcinfj that which abuts against the 
body of the mountain, is occupied by a lofty 
front, decorated with four engaged columns 
the same order, but without triglyphs. A p^ai- 
ment surmounts the frieze, sui.^^^Mn^- an urn, in 
all respects similar to that .on the temple of the 
eastern approach. A door-way, with a window 
over it, fills the centre, and there are three wmdows 
in the attic, the centre one of which exhibits two^ 
half-length figures in basso-relievo. In the ap- 
proach to this tomb there were arched substruc- 
tions of great extent, now fallen into ruins. It is 
surprising to reflect that monuments of so vast a 
scale should be executed subsequent to the 
Roman conquest, since after that period we can 
look upon them as no more than the tombs of 
private individuals. Whence should come so 
much wealth, and such a taste for magnificence 
after the country had lost its independence, it is 
difficult to conceive ; it is possible, however, that .a 
trade by the Red Sea with India, or even the 
caravan trade with the spice country, may have 
imported such riches into the place, as to give the 
inhabitants the same fondness for ostentation and 
ornament, observable at Palmyra, which owed its 
wealth to the same source. Yet to consider a 
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mausoleum of upwards of seventy or eighty feet 
liigh, with lateral porticos, and flights of terraces 
upon arched work leading up to it, as the effect 
, of , vanity of some obscure individual in a remote 
.AprndT of the' Roman Empire, has something in it 
sui prising and ' almost unaccountable. The in- 
terior was''disp'75itd of in one large and lofty 
chamber, having six recesses, with grooves in them 
at the further end. 

On-the establishment of Christianity these six 
recesses have been converted into three, for the 
reception of the altars, and the whole apartment 
has been made to serve as a church; the- 
fastenings for the tapestry and pictures are still 
visible in all the walls, and near an angle is an 
inscription in red paint, recording the date of 
consecration. These were the only vestiges of 
a Christian establishment that we were enabled 
to discover throughout the remains of Petra, 
though it was a metropolitan see. 

Diodorus Siculus has a long account of the ex- 
pedition sent by Antigonus against the Nabata}i ; 
he mentions that their riches were very great in 
gold and spices, and that such of them as were 
feeble and infirm were left fTrlru/ot nerf*?, which he 
calls afterwards a place of prodigious natural 
strength, but without any walls; and distant 
two days’ journey from any inhabited place. 
In the second expedition, it is said there was but 
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one way of access to it, which was artificial. 
'Flic loftiness of the post is afterwards inentionedt 
It is difficult to apply this description to Wady 
Mousa. Upon sonic of the high points of rock / 
that rise about the skirts of .the ck^, alid iowe 
above them, the remains of willed forts *rc 
visible from below ; and as it is }>^«bable there was 
on acropolis, it must be looked for in i^omc of 
these. , „ . 

Two days were spent upon -these ruilb, from 
day-break until dusk, and yet it will be seen by 
what has been said, that this time was very' 
.insufficient to complete an examination of them. 
It was impossible to remain any longer, for 
although Abou Raschid attended personally with 
us the whole time, yet having forced us to decline 
visiting Abou Zettum in so abrupt a manner, 
and having but few attendants, he was never at 
his ease, and constantly urged us to depart. 
On the first afternoon, we undertook the ascent 
to the little edifice, which is visible from all 
the country round, upon the very highest and 
most rugged pinnacle of this range of moun- 
tain, and is called “ the Tomb of Aai'on.” 
The Tomb of Moses has been so grossly mis- 
placed by the Mussulmen, who shew it half a 
day’s journey beyond Jordan to the westward, 
that we might look with some suspicion to one 
assigned to his brother, were it not that Josephus 
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expressly says of the place of his decease, that it 
^'as near Petra (’*). Compare also Moscra with 
flQusa, an^ it seems that the monument and the 
mutually authenticate each other; we had no 
4Wbtj' £herefoJe, that? the height which we were 
goiiig to ascend,*is the Mount Hor of Scripture. 
The base of4he Righest pinnacle of the mountain 
is a little removed from the skirts of the city to 
the westward; we rode to its foot over a rugged 
and hrojfen tracks passing in the way many sepul- 
ehri'.s, similar to those which have been described. 
, A singular monument presents itself upon the 
left haiid; an obtuse cone, produced by the 
coils of a spiral, is represented as standing on 
a vast square pedestal or altar, the whole being 
obtained out of one of the peaked summits of the 
rock. Not far from thence, close to the way side, 
is the same representation in relievo, within a niche 
which we have remarked upon in the eastern ap- 
proach, the form of the recess which surrounds 
the altar rising into the figure of a sugar-loaf. 
No where is the extraordinary colouring of these 
mountains more striking than in the road to the 
Tomb of Aaron which we followed, where the rock 
sometimes presented a deep, sometime a paler blue, 
and sometimes. was occasionally streaked with red, 
or shaded off to lilac or purple, sometimes a salmon- 
colour was veined in waved lines and circles, u ith 
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crimson and even scarlet, so as to resemble 
exactly the colour of raw meat ; in other place^ 
tliere are livid stripes of yellow or bright oranp’ ' 
and in some parts all the different colours ^ 
ranged side by side in paraUel strata ; there jvfe 
portions also with paler tints, ‘and some ft aite ’• 
white, but these last seem to 'be soft, and not 
good for preserving ^e sculpture. It is this 
wonderful variety of colours obeearvablc through- 
out the whole range of mountiuas, that^ives to 
Petra one of its most characteristic beauties; 
the facades of the tombs, tastefully as they are 
sculptured, owe much of their imposing^ ap- 
pearance to this infinite diversity of hues In tlie 
stone. 

We engaged an Arab shepherd as our guide, 
and leaving Abou Raschid with our servants and 
horses, where the steepness of the ascent com- 
mences, we began to mount the track, which is 
extremely steep and toilsome, and affords but an 
indifferent footing. In most parts the pilgrim 
must pick his way as he can, and frequently on 
his hands and knees. Where by nature it would 
have been impassable, there are flights of rude 
steps, or inclined planes, constructed of stones 
laid together, and here and there are niches to 
receive the foot-steps cut in the live rock ; the 
impression of pilgrims’ feet are scratched in the 
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rock in many places, but without inscriptions. 
Much juniper grows on the mountain, almost to 
the very summit, and many flowering plants 
' iftfl!«h we h'»d not observed elsewhere; some of 
tfiiese are very beautiful; most of them ^re thorny. 
On^e top there is an overhanging shelf in the 
rock, which *formse sort of cavern; here we found 
a skin of extremely bad Water, suspended for 
drinking, and a pallet of straw, with the pitcher, 
and the other poor utensils of the sheikh who re- 
.c^es here. He is a decrepit old man, who has 
lived here during the space of forty years, and 
oiBc^onally endured the fatigue of descending ' 
and reascending the mountain. The tomb itself 
is enclosed in a small building, differing not at 
all in external form and appearance, from those 
of Mahommedan saints, common throughout every 
province of Turkey. It has probably been re- 
built at no remote period ; some small columns 
are bedded in the walls, and some fragments of 
granite, and slabs of white marble are lying about. 
The door is near the S.W. angle, within which 
a constructed tomb, with a pall thrown over it, 
presents itself immediately upon entering ; it is 
patched together out of fragments of stone and 
marble that have made part of other fabrics. 
Upon one of these are several short lines in the 
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Hebrew character, cut in a slovenly manner; we ^ 
had them interpreted at Acre, and they proved fa 
be merely the names of a Jew and his family wlu) 
had scratched this record ; it is not nc.obable/6i^< 
any professed Jew has visifed thb"^ spotlor^ ^fes 
past, perhaps not sinep the period of the Malfom- ' 
medan conquest; it may lay claim, therefore, 
to some antiquity, and in any case is a curious 
appendage to the testimony of J(Miephiu on this 
subject. There are rags and shreds m yarn, 
with glass beads and paras, left as votive offerings 
by the Arabs Not far from the N. W. angled 
is a passage, descending by steps to a vault- or 
grotto beneath, for we were uncertain which of 
the two to call it, being covered with so thick a 
coat of whitewash, that it is difficult to distinguish 
whether it is built or hollowed out. It appeared, 
in great part at least, a grotto ; the roof is co- 
vered, but the whole is rude, ill-fashioned, and 
quite dark; the sheikh, who was not informed 
that we were Christians, a circumstance which 
our guide was not aware of, furnished us with a 
lamp of butter. Towards the farther end of this 
dark vault lie the two corresponding leaves of an 
iron grating, which formerly prevented all nearer 
approach to the tomb of the prophet; they have, 
however, been thrown down, and we advanced so 
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as to touch it ; it was covered by a ragged pall. 
We werfe obliged to descend bare-footed and 
were not without some apprehension of* treading 
on scorpions or other reptiles in such a place. 

The view from thlb summit of the edifice is ex- 
tremely extensive in every, direction, and the eye 
rests upon* few* Qbjects, which it can clearly dis- 
tinguish and g^ve a ntume to, though an excellent 
idea is pbtdned of the general face and features 
of the ^country. The chain of Idumean moun- 
tains, which form the western shore of the Dead 
Sea, seem to run on to the southward, though 
losing considerably in their height; they appear* 
in this point of view barren and desolate. Below 
them is spread out a white sandy plain, seamed 
with the beds of occasional torrents, and present- 
ing much the same features as the most desert 
parts of the Ghor. Where this desert expanse 
approaches the foot of Mount Hor, there arise 
out . of it, like islands, several lower peaks and 
ridges of a purple colour, probably composed of 
the same kind of sand-stone as that of Mount 
Hor itself, which, variegated as it is in its hues, 
presents in the distance one uniform mass of dark 
purple. Towards the Egyptian side there is an 
expanse of country without features or limit, and 
lost in the distance. The lofty district which we 
had quitted in our descent to Wady Mousa, shuts 
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up the prospect on the S, E. side ; but there is no 
part of the landscape which the eye wanders over 
with more curiosity and delight than the crags 
of Mount Hor itself, which stand up on everjr 
side in the most rugged ahd fahtastic forn^ 
sometimes strangely p^ed one on the other, tmd 
sometimes as strangely yawning in clefts of 
a frightful depth. In the midst of this chaos 
there rises into sight one finislied workj^distin- 
guished by profuseness of ornament, and richness 
of detail. It is the same which has been de-^ 
scribed as visible from other elevated points, but 
•which we were never able to arrive at ; it bears 
N. E. half N. from this spot, but the number and 
intricacy of the vallies and ravines, which we sup- 
posed might have led us to it, baffled all our 
attempts. No guide was to be found. With the 
assistance of the glass we made out the facade to be 
larger to all appearance than that of the temple 
at the eastern approach, and nowise inferior to it 
in richness and beauty. It is hewn out of the rock, 
and seemed to be composed of two tiers of co- 
lumns, of which the upper range is Ionic ; the 
centre of the monument is crowned with a vase 
of a gigantic proportion; the whole appeared 
to be in a high state of preservation; it may per- 
haps be an ornament to the northern approach 
to the city, similarly situated to that on the 
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. eastern side from Mount Hor. Petra is inter- 
cepted and concealed by the prominences of the 
mountains. An artist who would study rock 
^'•enery in all its wildest and most extravagant 
.forms, and in colours,* which, to one who has not 
seen 'them, would scarcely af^ear to be in nature, 
woi^d find hhnseff crewarded should fie 'resort to 
Mount Hor for tfiat sole purpose. 

We had^mployed just one hour in the ascent, and 
found that our return to the place where wchadleft 
our horses occupied the same time; as the day was 
closing we were reconducted by Abou Raschid near 
to the palace, and from thence proceeding in a N.E. 
direction, quitted the ruins. On leaving Petra the 
track rises considerably, and is slippery and danger- 
ous ; our attention was particularly excited on this 
side, by remarking with how much care the scanty 
soil had been banked up into terraces, and disposed 
into fields and gardens ; every nook that could 
furnish footing for a single plant is turned to 
account, proving that Strabo was not mistaken 
in speaking of the horticultural advantages of 
this city; the inhabitants seem to have made the 
most of it. At present, the barren state of the 
country, together with the desolate condition of 
the city, without a single human being living 
near it, seem strongly to verify the judgment 
denounced against it (”). It appeared to have 
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been our chief’s intention to have carried us for 
tlic iii^ht to some camp at a greater distance; 
however, it so happened that we had scarcely 
({uitted the district of the tombs, when we passe^ 
near a small camp, consisting of a few tents only. 
Two men rushing out from them 'with impetuosity 
seized our bridles, and carried ps' by main force to 
lodge with them ; before we could dismount they 
had contrived to loose the corn b^s froiy behind 
our saddles, and were fighting with one another, 
disputing wlio should fill them. The contest was 
so much in earnest that the most elderly of the 
persons engaged w'as thrown down, and the 
corn bags which he had secured, snatched from 
him by force. It will hardly be credited that the 
object of so much contention was the furnishing 
necessaries from their own stock, gratis, to persons 
whom they had never seen before. A sheep was 
slain, and our supper was as usual ; thus finished 
our first day’s visit to the ruins of Petra. 

Little more than a general survey had been 
taken, and that imperfectly. When we proposed 
returning, the principal objections that were 
started, were the difficulty of finding provisions 
for ourselves, and provender for our horses; this 
was remedied by the purchase of a sheep on our- 
part, together with whatever else was necessary 
lor the ensuing day; it will appear strange, to 
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those who have had no experience in Arabian 
'manners, that the same people who hiid fought 
with one another a few hours before, for the pri- 
vilege of providing what wie wanted at their 
.•^own expense, froih the moment that payment 
was talked ot *and money ^shewn to them, became 
^eedy and imposing to the highest- degree, ahd 
rwo^d to every method of extortion that they 
cowfd •devise; this is, however, entirely in the 
Arab character; generous awd prone to hospitality 
at first, and as long as there is no talk or 
appearance of a recompencc, but from the 
moment it is discovered that any thing can be 
got, they not only lose all liberality, but even 
common honesty, and a scene of fraud, double- 
dealing, and extortion begins; so that, in fact, a 
poor man may pass better, and upon a more 
friendly footing than a rich one. The result of 
the second day’s operations has been thrown into 
the preceding description of Petra. We re- 
mained there till night, and took our last farewell 
with reluctance, leaving unexplored, the grcjit 
temple which we had seen from Mount Hor; the 
arch thrown over the chasm of the eastern en- 
trance; the obelisk on one of the commanding 
heights; many of the ravines and valleys in the 
entrances of which were tombs, and which pro- 
mised much if well examined; the insulated and 
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conical mount with steps; the height which we 
supposed to have been the acropolis, and in 
short, enough to have employed us four days 
more at least, but nothing could obtain a further 
extension of the time allotted. We returned to • 
the same camp where .wc had passed the night 
before. • * ‘ • 

There were great apprehensions of robbers 
who would carry off our horses in the dati^. 
was stated they would probably be theAnnasee 
Arabs, who are continually lurking about in the 
neighbourhood; and it was reported in the morn- 
ing that two fellows had been seen, who finding 
that persons were on the watch, made no attempt 
to do any mischief. 

May 26. At day break we quitted the camp and 
proceeded towards Shobek; the weather through- 
out the day was excessively cold. An European 
would find it difficult to believe, that on 
the S6th of May, in a latitude more southern 
than the Delta of Egypt, we were suffering 
great inconvenience from cold, with the wind 
from the westward. The very elevated situation 
we were on was in some measure the cause of 
this, but does not seem quite to account for it; 
the gusts were so violent, and the cold so bitter, 
that our people once alighted in the middle of 
the way, for the purpose of kindling a fire. 
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Arriving at Abou Raschid’s camp, no impatience 
was expressed at our delay; here we were joined 
by Sheikh Yousouf and Sahlem; and taking 
leave of Abou Raschid, who sent his mace-bearer 
with his iron mace fo ensure for us the same re- 
>^ention as if he was himself of our company, 
C'CS proceeded to Shobek. We gave. our 
•Mllepi^ friend four hundred piastres, and Mr. 

j^esented him with a brass blunderbuss, 
...iving a spring bayonet, with which he was much 
leased; he kissed us all at parting. 

May 27. In the morning we quitted Shobek. 
n our way, this day, we passed a swarm of locusts 
.nat were resting themselves in a gully; they 
were in sufficient numbers to alter apparently the 
colour of the rock on which they had alighted, 
and to make a sort of cracking noise while eating, 
which we heard before we reached them (Volney 
compares it to the foraging of an army). Our 
conductors told us they were on their way to 
Gaza, and that they pass almost annually. In 
the evening we arrived at Ipseyra, sometimes 
called Bsaida; it is a miserable village, and the 
people a fanatical and surly set. We here met 
the man who had conducted Sheikh Ibrahim to 
Wady Mousa, as old Yousouf would not attend him 
farther than this place ; the guide seemed to say 
that Buckhardt made a very hasty survey of the ruins. 
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May 28. We went to the tents of Sheikh 
Sahlem, passing on our way the village of Tafyle, 
and several others in the district of Djebal ; they 
are generally in picturesque situations. 

May 29. fn the morning we took our leave 
of Sheikh Sahlem. , On our way we pas^e^' 
several shepherd’s boys, who c were playing 
double pipes similar to some of those repiese^ed 
in the tombs of Egypt. We descended duticl’ ti: 
Wady ElAhsa, and bathed in the hot spring, which 
the Arabs call the bath of Solomon, the son of 
David. Crossing the deep ravine and river El Ahsa, 
we entered into the district of Kerek. El Ahsa is 
probably the Zared of Scripture, the boundary of 
the Edomites and Moabites. On our ascent from 
the valley of the El Alisa, which occupied two hours, 
we killed, by the road side, a black scorpion, at 
least four inches long. About noon we reached 
a camp belonging to the father of old Yousouf’s 
bride; he is the sheikh of a village called Khanzyre, 
less than a mile from the camp. The next day 
wc proceeded to Kerek. As we entered You- 
soufs quarters, the throats of three kids ranged 
in a line were cut before us, to celebrate our 
return. The people were employed bringing in 
the harvest. We found the sheikh’s house very 
full of Anuasce Arabs, who were come with their 
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• camels from the eastward to procure eorn. They 
had brought a mare as a present to old Yousouf 
who had not of late been on good terms with 
their tribe ; he gave, in his turn, six camel loads of 
wheat and six of bafley, a sw'ord of value, and a 
djraish for the chief. Thg wife of the sheikh’s 
l^Ather vfOs dying of a fever, in a little room 
w^h j^pened into the court, and was so thronged 
y wiyit was difficult to obtain a sight of the scene : 
she was lying on the floor speechless, and round 
her were women and girls, some squatting, and 
others leaning over her, so thick together that 
they could not move without treading on one 
another, or on the sick person, who was hardly 
visible from the numbers that surrounded her; 
the whole multitude were uttering the most 
piercing and piteous cries, nearly to the same tune 
as at a funeral. Old Yousouf and another male 
of the family were seated in silence at the lower 
end of the room towards the door. At our par- 
ticular request, the troop of mourners were ex- 
pelled, and the woman left quiet ; knowing of no 
other remedy, and hearing that she was weak 
from fasting, Mahommed, the soldier, prescribed 
chicken broth, upon taking, which, she recovered 
surprisingly. 

To the S. W. of the castle of Kerek, about a 
mile distant, is a source the name of which is a 
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memorial of the occupation of this country by 
the crusaders ; it is called Ain-el-Frangee, of 
the Franks’ Fountain. 

June 1. In the forenoon we set out on a 
journey for the purpose of examining the 
southern extremity of the Dead Sea, under the- 
guidance of an old man of the ^mily of Yous^i)f 
Magella, who made us pay him thirty pjfwtj^s, 
under the pretence that an es^rt of threc^ .-.a, 
necessary, at ten piastres each. We left the town 
by a more easy descent than that by which we 
first arrived ; at the bottom we fell in with a 
.small caravan of horses and mules, who were 
setting out for Hebron and Jerusalem. We 
pursued the same road by which we had arrived 
at Kerek from Hebron. A spot was pointed 
out to us by Soliman as the scene, in his younger 
days, of the slaughter of thirty men of Kerek. 
We could not learn the story very satisfactorily, 
but it seemed to be the result of a civil war 
amongst them; it was not far from where we had 
ourselves been accosted by the armed men, whom 
we had supposed robbers, and certainly a fitter 
place for an attack of thieves could not easily be 
found. We had previously passed many camps ; 
in one of these we were desired to observe a very 
large herd of cattle collected, which we were in- 
formed was a spoil just brought in from the Haou- 
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ran near Djebal-el-Druze, where they had been 
Tobbed by some men in Ismayel’s employ. As 
soon as we cam^ to the pass, which commands 
an extensive prospect of the Dead Sea, we could 
.observe the effect ot the evaporation arising from 
Jit, in broad transparent columns of vapour, not 
Mlike water-spbi)ts in appearance, but very much 
lamey We did not deviate at all from our old 
as far as the brook Dara; here the little 
Hebron caravan halted to eat, and repose for a 
few hours. They implored us in the most earnest 
manner, as we valued their safety, not to mention 
in the huts of the Ghorney’s below, that we had. 
seen them, as it would infallibly lead to their 
being assaulted and robbed ; adding, that so small 
a company could seldom pass that way with 
safety. From this point we began to take a new 
course, making a pretty direct descent towards 
the plain of the Ghor. An open grove of the 
acassia and doom tree was thinly sprinkled on 
the first portion of our way; of these a great 
number were apparently either dead or dying, 
from what cause we did not learn, possibly their 
foliage had been stripped by locusts. All this 
tract might be, and probably has been irrigated, 
for it would be easy to dam up the brook, and 
conduct it in almost every direction. The form 
of fields, and even the marks of furrows are to be 
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seen ; and some ruins like those of cottages, or of 
a small hamlet. Lower down there is, very clearly,' 
an ancient site ; stones that hafe been used in 
building, though for the most T»art unhewn, are 
strewed over a great surface hf uneven ground,, 
and mixed botli with hi'icks and "pottery. TWs 
appearance continues without interruption, 
ing the space of at least half a mile, qui%do]^n 
to the plain, so that it would seem to have ^ 
a place of considerable extent. We noticed one 
column, and we found a pretty specimen of an- 
tique, variegated glass ; it may possibly he the 
site of the ancient Zoar. Near these remains the 
Dara opens from its glen into the plain to the 
northward, by a nook, where there is a wall of 
rude brick, with an arched door-way, which, as it 
seemed not to promise much, we did not examine. 
The brook ' .so far fertilizes this part of the plain, 
that it is scattered over with thickets of the 
acassia and doom plant; we observed another 
shrub also, the branches of wliich have an in- 
clination downwards, and are of a dull green 
Avith little or no foliage ; it bears a fruit about the 
size of an almond in its green husk, and not very 
dissimilar in colour, but having several seams or 
ribs like those on the fruit of the green pippin. 
When it ripens, the skin retains its roughness 
Avithout, but becomes soft and juicy like a green 
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gage, and has a sort of sweetness mixed with a 
strong bitter; by culture it might perhaps be 
improv^ to a pleasant fruit; some said it was 
eatable, but othq^ asserted that it was poison- 
ous, and that children were frequently disordered, 
4>r even died after eating it;. there is a stone within 
i^Y°^ ISimelf k sickly and disagreeable. : The 
hare s/d the partridge' of the desert abound 
f'il^aghout - this thicket, portions of which are 
cleared and cultivated. In the very heart of it, 
not vMble in any direction beyond a few yards, 
unless by the smoke issuing from it, is the village 
-of ithe Ghorney*s, who are by profession Mahom- 
medans, but are looked on by the faithful as little 
better than absolute infidels, as they seldom, if 
ever, exercise the forms of their religion. They 
hire themselves out as herdsmen and shepherds, 
and are notorious robbers. Their abode has 
more the appearance of a village in India or the 
South Seas, than of any we have seen in the 
east. The weather being now excessively hot, 
the people were nearly naked ; the children quite 
so : we were well received and few questions 
asked of us, but our guide shewed great mistrust 
of our hosts, laying all our goods together close 
io our heads, where we lay down to sleep. 

June 2. On the first dawn we left our guide, 
who wished to purchase tobacco to take to Kerek, 
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and turning rather to the eastward of luwth, 
made our Way through the thicket towuds t]re 
sea beach. We were here sikprised. tO see> for 
the first time, the oskar plelnt grown to 
stature of a tree, its trunk *mea8uring, in*ma3iy 
iqstances, two feet oremore in circumference, md 
the bbdghs at least fifteen feet in hdghit, a jw 
whieh far exceeded any we saw in Nubia; \^e ffuit 
also was larger and in great^:^iiantity. 
is very little doubt of this beh^ the of tiie 
Dead Sea so often noticed by the ancieiite as 
appearing juicy and delidous to the ^e, while 
within it is hollow, or fiUed with something grtt^ 
ing and disagreeable in the mouth. The nstiveB 
make use of the filaments, which are enclosed fo 
the fruit, and which somewhat resemble the down 
of a thistle, as a stuffing for their cushions; aifd 
they likewise twist them, like thin rope, into 
matches for their guns, which they assured us 
required no application of sulphur to render them 
combustible. Nearer the sea, the vegetation con- 
sists principally of the tamarisk and cane, so high 
and so thickly set, as to render many parts 
wholly impassable. The rotten and marshy 
ground, formed probably by the stagnafaen of 
deposited water, during the winter season esped^ 
ally, renders the passage very difficult.- Thn 
foliage has a salt dew hanging upon it, whfoh 
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gives to the hand i(hc .same greasy sensation and 
appearance that is Acquired by dipping it in the 
s^a itseflk. We saiir frequent tracks of the wild 
boar. . \ 

. A narrow, uebblyS)each, separates the jungle 
'/^om the sea; it is very hard and firm to the 
*ti^ad, a^ contidu^s the spme along the water’s 
cd^c, vpiich here turns westward, and forms a 
the ;l|m^ lies lower here than in other 
place, , the water eu<nroaches more or less on the 
shore, i|C(^ding to the season; the highest point 
whhdii:ih#ye^ reaches being marked by an exten- 
of timber of all sizes. It dries off 
shallows and small pools, which in the end 
^(^^sit a . salt as fine and as well bleached, in some 
ipa^ianci^, as that in regular salt pans. The western 
bora of this bay is formed by a sharp promontory, 
projecting forward into the sea, in a direction 
nearly from south to north; that is to say, such 
is the relative bearing of the extremities, for 
between them there is a considerable concavity 
in the line of shore where the salt-water stag- 
nates an4. evaporates. We found several persons 
peeing. a soli^ surface of salt, several inches 
m, thielmess; they were coUecting it and loading 
it on asses. Towards .the same part the ground 
is treacherous and deep, and only glazed over 
with a thin crust, not unhke the sediment of mud 
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which the Nile in some parts Reaves on its shores. 
The prom 9 ntory is not entirely of hi^ land, 
this being confined to a steeply white, riuge run* 
ning like a spine down the /:entr»; this ridge 
presents steep, sloping sides, ^eame^ and furrowed 
into deep hollows by the rains, * and terminating.^ 
at the. summit in s^arp, triangular poiftts^tandipg ' 
up like rows of tents ranged one above another; 
the whole is of a substance apparentiy partaking 
of the mixture of soft and broken chalk and 
slate, and is wholly unproductive of vegetation. 
The height, of the eminence varies ftom ten to 
about thirty feet, becoming gradually lower 
towards its northern extremity. At its foot, all 
round, is a considerable margin of sand, which, 
varies in length and breath according to the seit* 
son, being much narrower in summer than it ib 
in winter, when we have reason to suppose, that 
in rough weather, at least, the waves almost wash 
the base of the cliff. At the northernmost point 
of the cape some rotten branches are standing 
up, so encrusted with salt deposited upon them 
by the spray, or the evaporation, that they have 
the appearance of straight branches of fine white 
coral. The total length of this promontory or 
horn of the bay may be about four miles, comput- 
ed from the observation, that we employed an hour 
and twelve minutes in riding along it at a wal k - 
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iqg pace. Followitg the line of coast round the an- 
gle, thensame cliff i/resents an opposite face of simi- 
lar appearal^ andfequal height, running two miles 
.or forty minums in\\,S. W. by S. direction. Here 
we first collecflb^ lumps of nitre and fine sulphur, 
.from theyize of^ nutmeg Ap to that of a small 
hk^*s egr; it was evident from tiieir situation that 
they must have. been brought down by the rain, and 
that their great deposit must be sought for in the 
cliff (™). It is probable that persons come to col- 
lect these substances ; at least it was the only mode 
that occurred to us of accounting for the prints 
6f liuman footsteps which we saw here, and those 
of ^ses somewhat farther on; as this place can 
not fall into any ordinary line of communication. 
The direction of the cliff is between S. W. and 
S.; we quitted its foot, where the sand is in 
some places deep and distressing to the horse, 
and followed the edge of the beach, which di- 
verges from the cliff to the S. W.; as the 
water subsides, which being always shallow to- 
wards the strait, retires rapidly in this part, a very 
considerable level is left, which is encrusted with 
a salt that is but half dried and consolidated, 
appearing like ice in the commencement of a 
thaw. All this space is soft, and gives way 
nearly as deep as the ancle, when it is trod on. 
We reached the narrowest part of the channel of 
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communication between the and the hackr 
water (which we have called the strai^ -'in just 
two hours, from the foot of the ''diff, ojfr direction 
having been about S. W. strait is formed 

by a low promontory projecting .frSm the oppo- 
site or western shore;' and, fortunately; just :as 
we arrived the narrowest * part, wht're the 
ford is indicated bjrboni^hs dt <^t*tes, we observj|d 
the small caravan from Kereh; landed on the 
opposite side ; and as we obuld discern the 
species of animal, as well as the people pn 
their backs, we were all agreed in estimating 
the distance about a mile. As there were as6eS:<id^ 
the party, the depth cannot be great. We searched' 
for the shells mentioned by Seetzen, as proving 
that there are living creatures in the lake, 
but found none excepting snail shells, and a 
small spiral species, invariably without any fish, 
or the appearance of having had any for a long 
time. Dead locusts were found in very great 
numbers ; they had not become putrid, nor had 
they any smell, as when cast up by any other sea 
(vide Volney) ; they were completely penetrated 
and incrusted with salt, and had lost their co- 
lour. The sight of such a multitude of carcasses 
of creatures who had perished in passing over 
these waters, might seem to lend some counte- 
nance to the tale of the ancients, ''that no living 
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thing could attemjjt the passage over it 'with im- 
punityi” were it mot a spectacle sufficiently com- 
mon upoi)«kpther Aores, as Sicily, and about el- 
Arish; and '"ve h\d another, still better proof to 
the contrary^ first, in a pair of Egyptian geese, 
and afterwards in a flight of pigeons which 
t>assed^oyer the ^sea. leaving the narrowest 
part of the strait, we followed it to its southern 
extremity, where itopensinto the back-water, and 
also the shore of the back-water itself to some 
distance. The high water mark was at this 
seMon a mile distant from the water’s edge. We 
Were told that this back-water is never dry, and 
^t the ford is not at any season impassable. 

It is remarkable how few Imng things, as birds, 
or insects, or reptiles, are to be seen on this lake; 
the want of vegetable matter and fresh water is 
probably the reason. Having returned from the 
edge of the back-water, we ascended the cliflT, 
which is steep but practicable, and then we 
gained a great table-land on its top, where we 
fell in with the track of those who had passed 
from Kerek to the ford. In two hours we reached 
the banks of the Dara, where we found our 
guide. In the evening, we arrived late at some 
tents, where Sheikh Yousouf was encamped ; we 
found here a man from Szalt, and two men from 
Herak in the Haouran, near the Driize country. 
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who had come to reclaim the nattle robbed from 
them by Ismayel’s people C^), according to what 
we had heard before. In the mouiing we^moved 
to Ismayel's tents, when tljk ci/sse of the 
stranger was pleaded, but it was l/efore a most- 
partial and interested .tribunal, for Yousouf w^ 
the accused as well as the judge and arbftr^or. He 
decided accordingly ;■ ofl^irinig. at the utmost to 
restore half the number that had been stolen. 
He accused them of having been in some shape 
the aggressors, but explained himself so., little, 
that we did not learn what provocation he: id? 
'luded to, it was surprising to find that two places 
lying so very wide of each other, should have asty 
disputes to settle ; there was much arguing and pre- 
varication. Towards noon we returned to K^ek. 

June 5. In the afternoon we proceeded on our 
journey to the northward, accompanied by 
Sheikhs Yousouf and Ismayel, Dawood, his ne- 
phew, and the two men of Herak, together 
with the man from Szalt. We passed over 
a fine country, flat, and higher than Kerek^ 
keeping in a N. N. E. direction ; the com was 
luxuriant in all directions, and the reapers 
were working. Several sites which we passed-, 
proved that the population of this . country was 
formerly proportioned to its natural fertility. 
In about two hours we reached -Rabba,-. for- 
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merly Rabbath-lVAab, afterwards Areopolis; ihe 
ruins ^re situates on an eminence, and present 
nothing '^^nterep, except two old ruined Roman 
temples, ai^ sonk tanks. The whole circuit of 
the town do« not seem to have exceeded a mile, 
wjiich is a smafl extent for R city that was the 
eapital^tSlhVIoah, and which bore such a bounding 
Greek name. We were yet more surprised not to 
find anj traces of walh about it. We passed the 
night at a small: camp near the ruins; it is the. 
only Christian carnp we have ever been in ; they 
tcdd ns there were altogether five encampments 
of iOhristians. They were poor people, hut con-- 
nected with families in Kerek ; occasionally they 
take their turn in the town, and send others to. 
take the^s in the camp. A deep gully behind 
their tents led to the Dead Sea. This evening, 

' about sun-set, we were deceived by a dark shade 
on the sea, which assumed so exactly the ap- 
pearance of an island, that we did not doubt of 
it, even after looking through a telescope. It is 
not the only time that such a phsenomenon has 
presented itself to us ; in two instances, looking 
up the sea from its southern extremity, we saw 
it apparently closed by a low, dark line, like a bar 
of' sand .to the northward; and on another oc- 
casion two. email islands seemed to present them- 
sdves- between a long sharp promontory and 
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the western shore. We were ^unable to account 
for these appearances, but felfb little doul)t 
they are the same that deceive^Mr. SfteCzen into 
the supposition that he had di^overM an island 
of some extent, which we have ha^ opportunity 
of ascertaining, beyond all doubt^ does not exist. 
It is not absolutely impossible, «howeTer^^hat he 
may have seen one of those temporary islands of 
bitumen which Pliny desoribes aa^ing of ^several 
acres in extent, and from which he adds^ that the 
Egyptians drew their store of resinouaiAa^r for 
embalming their mummies. < . . 

* June 6 . This morning we visited the> ruibs m 
Beit-Kerm, distant from Rubba about one- mile 
and a half to the north. The principal feature of 
them is a great building, evidently Roman, resem- 
bling that which we took to have been a palace at 
Petra; perhaps this is the temple of Atargatis, 
at Carnaim, as it is called in 1 Maccabees, v. 43. 
or Camion, b. 2. xii. 26. A great number of tanks 
prove that this was once a populous place 
There were four camps near the ruins ; we lodged 
in one; the men of Herak renewed thek discus- 
sions and remonstrances with Yousouf, for having 
returned to them but forty head of- their cattle. 
These were driven along the same road by which 
we travelled, and the drivers genwally halted 
when we did. Two hours and a half north from 
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JSeit'Kenn there lis a slight eminence, which 
fonhs «a conspiculus object from all the country 
rrahd, liiAs caUed " Sheikh Harn.” 

i June 7. Wurrag this day we visited several 
elevated heights, each commanding very fine 
views o{,^e D^ad Sea> which both comprehaided 
the bsK!k-water ^t one and the Plains of 
Jericho at the o^i^T/ JerhReilem and the Frank 
MOun^ were elso' disc^ible, and from the dif- 
ferent bestfinga which we made, we ascertained 
for certainty that the length of the lake, As- 
including, the back-water, does not exceed 
i^ily miles at the utmost, though the ancients* 
have assigned to it a length of from seventy-five 
to eighty miles. From the first height the bear- 
ings were aS follows ; Jerusalem, N. W. | N. ; 
Frank Mount, N. W. | W.; Jericho, N. by W. ; 
east end of the back-water, S. W. by S. From 
the second height. Sheikh Harn, E. | S. ; the first- 
mentioned hill, N. N. E. IE.; the Strait leading 
to the back-water, W. S. W; | W. ; the village of 
the Ghorney's, S. W. by W. i W. ; the hollow 
of the bay W. S. W. * W. ; Jericho, N, i W. ; the 
extremity of the back-water, S. W. | S. Jeru- 
salem and the Frank Mount were not visible, it 
being very late in the day. 

; On reaching the tents we found the men of 
Herak out of all patience at Yousoufs injustice 
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in making so little retribution^^ they called us, 
aside to assure us that he was Vio better than k 
robber, and hoped that we wo^ld publish ana 
confirm their complaints at Plimas,^s. 

•will drag him by the beard,” said they " to 
Mezeereeb” But it would be no eas;s^-task to 
force the lord of Kerek out of hi$ district. > 

June 8. We proceeded to the. northward, and 
in about two hours arrived upon the brink lof iSie 
Wady Modjeb the ancient Amon-; bn. looking 
down, it has more the appearance of !a predpice 
than a road, and although the Roman way, 
ioincides with the modern track very near to the 
brink, and again about half way down it, it 
must have been in a very different state, at least 
from that by which we descended, and which is 
not only extremely steep, but so interrupted with 
rocks and stones, that we were obliged to dismount 
and lead our horses full half way down the descent. 
In this rocky space there- is only here and there a 
straggling turpentine tree; about half way the 
declivity is more earthy and shelving; here- 
abouts we recovered the Roman highway. It is 
not here as above, completely paved, but at 
regular intervals a line of stones is carried 
across the road in the manner of a step, tb 
prevent the washing away of the earth firbm 
above, and to serve as a resting place iii the 
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descent. On tije right hand of the road, a 
‘shallt}^ tank of Considerable size, walled round 
inth thbk and good masonry, is placed on the 
sid^UOf the hill ; and below it, at only a few yards 
'distance, arc? the remains of a large square build- 
ing which we* took to J)^ u Roman military 
» station T Hhere was another, above on the brink of 
the precipice. We fonqd several mile-stones ; all 
tho se which were legible, were of the time of 
Trajan. 'The valiey of the Arnon is less shrubby 
than thfit of inost other streams in this country, 
which bs probably ascribable to the violence and 
frequency of its torrents. There are, however, a 
few tamarisks, and here and there an oleander 
growing about it ; it is not more than three paces 
wide where the Roman road comes down upon 
the stream, and there remains a high single arch, 
measuring twenty-eight feet nine inches in per- 
pendicular height, and thirty-one feet six inches 
in space ; the remnants of the other arches of the 
bridge have all disappeared. The descent occu- 
pied one hour and a half. In our ascent up the 
opposite side, we followed mostly the ancient 
road, and found some more Roman mile-stones ; 
one of Marcus Aurelius. We found the road on 
this side as steep as it was on the other, and it 
was remarkable in this pass, that from either side 
looking to the other, there appeared no possible 
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mode of ascent. We had no^ pass^ froiD thf. 
land of the Moabites into that of the Amorites.* 
It is observable that as far ^ the. .e}re.‘cpidd 
follow the course of the stream from the heights, 
the valley is neither of a size of nature that could . 
ever have admitted of cultivation/^ or have given 
1:0010 for the plaef^ o]^ any villi^d or dty on its 
banks, which ntaiias it p^^ble that those ’places, 
which were supposed to stani^^^^pon the river, 
were in reality only in the adj8ce!ai..£>(|tdc{. 

We found the territory of tlie Amofil^ a plane 
down, of a smoother and evener turf than: that of 
Moab, and with much fewer stones scattered oiref 
it. We soon recovered the ancient road, and in 
forty*five minutes reached Diban, the Dibon of 
Scripture, Numb. zxi. 30. and Jeremiah, xlviii. 18. 
The extent of these remmns is considerable, but 
not so large as Rabba. The ruins present no- 
thing of interest. In the afternoon we arrived at 
a camp in the Wady Wale, pitched on the banks 
of the river, which this year seems to have swollen 
to a prodigious degree ; the oleanders are here 
more numerous than we have ever seen them ; 
some which is very rare bore a white flower, 
the rushing of the waters had rooted many of 
them up, and the whole were thrown as^it by 
the course of the torrent, the marks of which were 
seen upon them to the height of fifteen feet. Qn 
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tbf left bank stands a stone about ten feet high^ 
fottt«^t wide tktjthb base in its broadest part, 
and not nKure than one fo6t at the narrowest; it 
haabgen set up an^nd by art, being placed contrary 
“Some natural direction of the strata, and at right 
angles to the Stream very near the bank. We 
«6.upposea^t to be one of those amdent bound 
stones 'of which we raad^ao^ftequent]^ in Scrip- 
ture . 4aroi^: #ie%9trei^, but at a greater dis- 
tance ifom 4b} channel is another similar stone, 
bearing.robUqaely on . the path, its broadside 
to the atream. There are no signs of 
#a^ture on them, nor is there any appearance of 
tfeir haying ever been wrought, with the tool (®). 
There is in this same valley another rude work, 
that may be referred to a remote period ; it is 
higher up by perhaps a quarter of a mile than 
the two bound stones. A knoll, of very moderate 
height, rises detached near the centre of the valley, 
upon the right bank of the rivulet. On its sum- 
mit are the remains of a very large quadrangular 
platform, constructed of rude stones laid together 
without cement. It is possible that this may be 
one of the " altars of the high places.” It is still 
a place in some measure consecrated ; there is a 
tomb at the top with paltry Bedouin votive offer- 
ings hanging about it. About a mile lower down 
the valley, are the remains of a Roman bridge of 
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five arches; all are fallen, ai^ nothhi]^ but the 
foundation of the piers is left. ^ Near this-^ridge 
are other ruins. These were the first objects in Our 
days’ journey, on the ninth. From hence we^p/^sed 
upwards out of the valley ; near the ancient paved 
road there were several milestones, one of 
which Was of Wepasaed, at*CKc foot of 

Djebal Attarous, which probably may be Nebo, 
although it is far from oppusit^fiMdio.'^ We fiow 
entered a fertile plain' of corn, Stopped at a 
camp near the ruins of Mayn, whidi both the 
name and the neighbouring hot^waters seefU itp 
. identify with the Baal Meon of Scripture ; it stan& 
on a considerable eminence. In the afternoon, 
we went to a height which commands a fiti^ 
view of the Dead Sea, and is very near on a 
parallel with its northern extremity. Here we 
took the following bearings ; Jericho, N. W. I N. 
Mouth of the Jordan, N. W. j N. ; Rama of 
Samuel, N. W. by W. ; Djebal Attarous, S. W. ; 
Frank Mountain, W. N. W. i W. ; Sheikh 
Harn, S. i W. Below us was a ruin of a 
square form which we could not get at; from 
its position we thought it might possibly be He- 
rodium. At sun-set we returned to the camp 
near Mayn, from whence there are a great num- 
ber of ruined sites visible, and amongst the 
the rest Heshbon, bearing N. E. } N. 
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We engaged a guide from our tents, who un- 
deft^k to carry jjs to the sources of hot-water ; 
our route was S. W. ; in less than half an hour 
we reached another tall stone, set up apparently 
•.as*a boundary mark, like those in the Wady-el- 
Wale. The direct track is continued from this 
«lifst, rouhd the*s<»uthern side of a rocky knoll ris- 
ing to some height, and in a great measure de- 
tac^d thet eimrouhding hills. Some remark- 
able oli^cts,!of which we got a glimpse, induced us 
to pass round on the other side of this knoll ; they 
are mde sepulchral monuments of the same na- 
ture with those we discovered on our road from 
Szalt to the Jordan on our last tour ; yet, as the 
former are rude throughout, without any mark 
whatever of the tool about them, whereas the 
others have universally a door in one of the smal- 
ler ends, it is possible that they may date from a 
remoter period, or have belonged to a still ruder 
people. Their proportions vary considerably, as 
does their aspect, though the construction is uni- 
form ; one flat stone is laid in at the bottom, and 
this there can be little doubt covers the grave of 
the deceased ; and, as there is no appearance of 
the tombs ever having been violated, it probably 
protects . them to this day. They would be a 
highly interesting object for excavation, as it 

might possibly lead to the ascertaining of the 

■H n 
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form of some of the weapons and warlike apparel 
mentioned in Scripture. It is w^rth noticing, that' 
however remote may be the period to which these 
sepulchres are to be referred, the stature of ^ose 
contained in them, is so far from gigantic, that if' 
seems to have amounted to no ''more than the 
middle size of modern times. . " ♦ 

Not only this rocky emi^nce, upon which we 
first observed them, is covmred: over oi^ all sides 
with these barbarous structures, hut sonie few 
are scattered in the fields upon a loiter level, and 
a great many upon the sides of the surrounding 
.hills, insomuch that not less than fifty were in 
sight at one time. We were puzzled to think to 
what city this necropolis belonged ; Mayn being 
more than a mile off, in a straight line, would seem 
too distant. Some which we had passed on our 
left hand the afternoon before, called Dher, yreie 
now visible, upon an eminence at no great dis- 
tance to the north. Passing on, we found our- 
selves in an ancient highway, not paved, but edged 
with stones, and possibly prior to Roman times. 
Arriving at the brink of a deep descent, towards 
the Zerka Mayn, we found the track steep, wind- 
ing, and long. In about two hours from Ma]m 
we reached tlie bed of the Torrent Zerka Mayn, 
which we crossed, and kept along it in a westeiw 
direction. We saw ten animals which the Arabs 
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Meddn or Beddn ; they are of the goat species, 
asN^j^e as asses, with long knotty horns which 
st&nd upright ; some had beards ; in colour they 
res^bled the gazelle. In four hours from Mayn 
we had reached the place where it was necessary 
to dismount, the appearange beyond being that of 
a precipice, through this, a narrow path has 
been contrived in a zig-zag direction, which makes 
the des^nt tbletably safe. In the last stage of 
the paw there is a fine burst of the Dead Sea at 
the end of the ravine, with a view of the Frank 
Ifboftt, and Bethlehem open beyond it ; the for- 
mer bearing N. N. W. Looking down into the • 
valley of Calirrhoe, it presents some grand and 
romantic features. The rocks vary between red, 
grey, and black, and have a bold and imposing 
appearance. The whole bottom is filled, and in 
a manner choked with a crowded thicket of canes 
and aspines of different species, intermixed with 
the palm, which is also seen rising in tufts in the 
recesses of the mountain’s side, and in every place 
whence the springs issue. In one place a con- 
siderable stream of hot-water is seen precipitating 
itself from a 'high and perpendicular shelf of rock, 
which is strongly tinted with the brilliant yellow 
of sulphur d^osited upon it. On reaching the 
bottom we found ourselves at what may be 
termed a hot river, so copious and rapid is it. 
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and its heat so little abated; this continues as it 
passes downwards by its receiving constant ' 
plies of water of the same temperature. In 
order to visit these sources in succession.^e 
crossed over to the right bank, and ascending by 
the mountain side, \ve passed lour abundant 
springs, all within the distaRce» of half a mile,' 
discharging themselves into the stream at 
right angles with its course. l.We ju^ed tfce 
distance from the Dead Sea, by the ravine, 
to be about one hour and a hal£ - -Jjdacbean 
says, that there was a cognominal city at Qtt- 
• lirrhoe ; in which we think, from the very nar 
ture of the place, he must be wrong, since 
there is not space or footing for a town in the - 
valley as far as we saw it. That Herod must 
have had some lodging when he visited these 
springs is true, and there are sufficient remains to 
prove that some sort of buildings have been 
erected. The whole surface of the shelf, where 
the springs are, is strewed over with tiles and 
broken pottery; and what is most surprising, 
within very few minutes, without any particular 
search, four ancient copper medals were found; 
all were too much defaced to be distinguishable, 
blit they appeared to be Roman. Our Arab 
guide here took a vapour bath according to 
the practice of the country ; a bed of twigs and 
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*^oom was laid across a crevice, whence one of 
thV '.springs issued at the height of a foot or two 
from the water ; on this he laid himself, wrapped 
in jx’s.Abba, and only remained a few minutes; 
the effect of the steam upon him was soon very 
evident. We observed appther of these sweating 
beds a little furth^ down. We had no thermo- 
meter, blithe degree of heat in the water seemed 
very «eat;. near the source it scalds the hand* 
which cannot be kept in for the space of half a 
nunutei The deposit of sulphur is very great* 
ihe water is tasteless to the palate. A very 
singular plant grows near the hot sources, of tho 
bulk and stature of a tree ; its foliage does not 
seem to differ from that of the common broom. 
It bears a pod hanging down from it, about a 
foot or fourteen inches in length, fluted with 
convex ribs from the end to the point ; we never 
met with this before. After bathing, we returned 
by the same road, and passing our old camp a^ 
Mayn, proceeded to the great encampment of the 
Benesuckhers near Madeba. We arrived at 
night-fall; there were more than two hundred 
tents scattered over a great extent of ground ; 
we alighted at that of the chief " Ebn Fayes,” 
which was at least one hundred feet long. The 
chief, and his brother, the same who was with us 
on our former Djerash expedition, and from 
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whom we escaped to Szalt, received us outside thejr' 
tent (*”). They were dressed in handsomc'^k 
caftans from Damascus. Sheikh Yousouf had 
previously been invested with an ermine. pe- 
lisse (“), and made an odd figure, having his 
Ted tanned sheep-skin nuderneath^t. The three 
close sides of the tdbt were allotted to the visitors, 
the two chie& iitting- on the open si.^e scarcely 
within the cover of the tent. The eldeWl^rother,. 
who has a hair lip, called for hi^ on^tringed 
fiddle and played to us, singing at the sune tioae. 
On our enquiring the purport of his song, fab' satil 
it was the " death of his father,” who we learned 
had been killed in battle; the notes, though bu(; 
little varied, were plaintive and harmonious (®). 
There was within the tent a messenger from 
Damascus, whom we had once seen at Kerek; 
he had arrived in the course of the afternoon to 
summon or invite Ebn Fayes to go to Damascus 
to the pashaw. It was supposed his object was 
either to make some arrangement with the Bene- 
suckhers for the safe conduct of the hadj to 
Mekka, as the Aiinasees under Sheikh Natsah were 
in rebellion; or to endeavour to recondle the 
division which had taken place between the 
Benesuckhers, that they might be a check against 
the Annasees. To the accidental presence of this 
man, the reception we met with was probably 
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N^ing; and we were lucky in the absence of 
AWel Khader, the prime minister, our former 
enemy. The wOoden dish in which our supper 
was served, was of a size to require four iron 
handles, and was brought in by three persons. 

, June 11. ^his mornkig, we were told that 
Ebn Fayes was^alAady on his way to Damascus. 
His bro^r remained with'us. We requested of 
him ai^ide for Oom-i>Rasass, which after some 
hesitation and talk of danger and enemies, was 
promised, and an agreement in money made ; we 
- pass by Madeba as we advanced. After 

breakfast we proceeded. At Madeba, the only' 
object of interest was an immense tank (“'). At 
three we reached Oom-i-Rasass (Mother of Stones), 
We found the ruins very extensive, and evidently 
Christian; there were the remains of a stone wall 
which enclosed the whole city ; the cross is often 
to be met with, but there is no architectural 
remnant worthy of notice. Mr. Bankes, with his 
janissary, took a second tour in search of inscrip- 
tions, while we remained under the wall. While 
walking about the ruins, an armed Bedouin made 
his appearance and robbed him of his abba. Ex- 
cepting in our journey to Palmyra, we here saw 
more camels than we had ever before met with. 

June 12. We reached Heshbon in the evening, 
where we found Sheikh Yousouf, the man of Szalt, 
and the young prince of the Benesuckhers ; our 
first object was to see the ruins, and to inspect the 
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celcbriited pools; but just at starting we receiv^'' 
a message from Ebn Fayes, to' demand paynirat 
for permission to proceed; we Eiint word in reply, 
that we had already paid Hm on a former oc.- 
casion; in answer, we received a message to this 
efibet, tell them, said tiie young nijan, " that thp 
^first that moves from the teflt deceives this ball ' 
(presenting a pistol) ' through his botV.” The 
firman was now mentioned; he said Sheared, 
nothing for firmans; that he considered them only 
fit for those who were weak enough to obey theip; 
that he was Grand Seignior, and every thin)^ eke 
'here, and that we must pay. While thus de- 
tained, a man brought some wheat to parch C'), 
and to our surprise we observed the ears of an 
unusual size, one of them exceeding in dimensions 
two of the ordinary sort, and on one stalk (^. Mr. 
Legh procured some, which he brought to Eng- 
land; it has succeeded very well; we have since 
learnt that it is not wholly unknown to botanbts ; 
it is a bearded wheat. The annexed drawing is 
from nature, though to prevent delay in printing 
this book, the plant was unavoidably gathered too 
early (July 20) to convey a correct idea of its size 
when at maturity. After some delay, Ebn Fayes 
seeing we were not inclined to give in, sent word 
that we might proceed. We found the ruins un- 
interesting, and the only pool we saw, was too 
insignificant for one of those mentioned in Scrip- 
ture. In two of the cisterns amongst the ruins 
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found about three dozen of human sculls and 
bones (®®). 

June 13. left Heshbon, passing by a 

stream which, if fcJUowed, would probably have 

• led to the pools. then proceeded aiong the 

road to Szalt, aid in .about four hours ar> 

• rivedj^ a plac* dilled by the natives Arrag- 
el-Blnir. ^Here are the •ruins of an edifice 
constri^rf^d of very large stones, some of which 
are twenty feet long, and so broad that one 
ston^; constitutes the thickness of the wall. The 

. riw^ls situated upon a square platform or terrace, 
of some e 3 (tent, with a stream below. From the si-, 
tuation, and from the circumstance of large beasts, 
in relievo, being sculptured about it, Mr. Bankes 
believed it to be the palace of Hircan, who, accord- 
ing to Josephus, being driven across the Jordan by 
his brother Alexander, king of Jerusalem, had built 
a palace in this neighbourhood, surrounded by 
hanging gardens, traces of which are yet visible. 
There are many artificial caves in a large range 
of perpendicular cliff near it; some of these arc 
in the form of regular stahles, in which feeding- 
troughs stiU remain, sufiicient for thirty or forty 
horses, with holes in the live rock for the head 
fastenings. Some of the caves are chambers and 
small sleeping apartments, probably for servants 
and attendants. There are two rows of these cham- 
bers; the upper one has a sort of projecting bal- 
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cony across the front of the chambers. There 
is one large hall finely proportioned, with some 
Hebrew characters inscribed ' fer the door-way; 
the whole is approached by a sort of causeway. 
We sp-^n’ the whole remaii.'ng part of the day • 
, here, and slept at an .adjoinUig camp. On the 
hill, immediately above the parac^, are tbe e lains 
of a small temple much in ruins. .■ 

June 14. We advanced to Szalt, massing 
through a richly wooded and picturesque coun- 
try; we arrived early in the afternoon, apd 
lodged in the castle. We remained at'*^^! 
‘until the 16th, when we proceeded three hours 
in the direction of Amman. Near this place we 
passed the night in a camp belonging to the 
party of the Benesuckhers hostile to Ebn Fayes, 
and we employed the chief part of the next day 
in examining the ruins of Rabbath Ammon, after 
wards Philadelphia, and now Amman. They 
stand in a long valley, a stream running through 
them, which has been arched over. The ruins 
are extensive, but there remains nothing of much 
interest excepting the theatre, which is very large 
and perfect, and a small odeum close to it. There 
are the vestiges also of many other Roman edi- 
fices, as well as of Christian churches. We did 
not find any inscriptions. 

June 17 . We passed the night at an Ardb 
camp, about three miles distant on the road to 
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^jerash. Here old Yousouf was again accused 
of having stolen cattle from the people ; it was 
said to have happened four years ago. After 
^ rnu^h dispute he eiMed the argument by saying 
" he was one of Ihose people who ^er re- 
turned any thin|' aftir it was once in his power.” 

• Jut]p%l8^ At dawn of day we advanced. In 
aboij^ibwo ^flours Yousouf took leave of us to re- 
turn to^erek. He had made strong demands 
for money^ both for himself and his nephew 
Qaoudi though at Szalt we had made him a 
prbseAt of two hundred piastres over and above 
Ihis agreement. He also tried to make us give an 
Oiorbitant sUm to our guide for Djerash, ' but 
failed. Notwithstanding all this it must be ad- 
mitted that he strictly and honestly adhered to 
his contract with us ; and it is doubtful whether 
we should ever have succeeded in reaching Wady 
Mousa in safety, if it had not been for him. His 
only dishonesty towards us was borrowing money 
from Mr. Bankes, and refusing to repay it; but 
where all are rogues, and cheating and imposition 
are reckoned honourable and fair, and do not at 
all hurt the character of a man amongst his com- 
panions, one must not expect too much. 

We crossed the Zerka, the Jabbok of Scripture 
the northern boundary of the Amorites about 
noon, and at two in the afternoon reached 
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Djerash. We employed this and part of the 
next day in makinp^ those measurements of the 
public edifices which we had^left unfinished be- 
fore; most of them wer% Christian chur(^es* 
Amonf many new inscript'^ns wliich we fou^d> 
was one recording the deditcatioii of one of the 
churches to a Christian suin^. Mac^'<^m, in 
quoting EuselHus, says, " that the ' cnii; ^ians, 
just before the siege of Jerusalem by 'i'’tps, were 
divinely admonished to fly to Pella;' and 
Strabo notices, “ that it -abounded m> water;’’ 
from Ptolemy he adds, “ that Pella was.<:si- 
tuated thirty-five miles to the N. E. of Gerasa.**'^ 
Macbean also quotes from Ptolemy and Josephus, 
" that Gerasse was at the east side of the sea of 
Tiberias;” these authorities seem to shew that 
the ruins at Djerash are those of Pella rather 
than Gcrasa. In short, nothing but the similarity 
of names w’ould lead one to suppose that they 
are Gcrasa. 

June 19. Intending to proceed to the valley 
of the Jordan, by the way of a place called 
Rajib, where we expected to find the ruins of 
Ragaba, we quitted Djerash in the afternoon, and 
passed through Katty, and another village where 
there arc some Roman remains in the mosque, 
about half an hour beyond it. We entered a very 
picturesque country, most beautifully varied with 
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lianging woods, mostly of 4lhe Vallonia oak, 
laurestinus, cedar, common arbutus, arbutus 
Andrachne, &c. tlftr. latter in some instances was 
.^negidysix feet in cicui^erence ; at times the grounds 
appearanofc of a noble park; i." short, 
notmPg could Jexcefd the, beauty of this day’s 
•ride were* some few spots cultivated with 

cornlf^ As .Ire advanced the- wood became more 
thick; at dark we stopped at a small open 
space covered with high grass and weeds. We 
^nt with our guide to a small distance to en- 
deavdtir to shoot some wild boars; we hid our- 
selves close to the water, where all the trees were 
marked with mud left by the hogs in rubbing 
themselves. We heard them plainly advancing, 
but one of the horses unluckily making a noise, 
they all ran off. These animals we Avere told are 
very numerous here. We returned to our bi- 
vouack. Our guide refused to go for water, 
fearing the serpents in the high grass. Mr. Legh, 
in the night, feeling something move underneath 
him, rose to see what it was, and found an adder 
coming up to him from under the edge of his 
blanket, attracted no doubt by the warmth of 
his body, as the night air was very cold; having 
a knife by him he cut the reptile in halves. In 
the morning we found another close to our sleep- 
ing place. 
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June SO. We sterted at dawn, and descending* 
still through a thick wood, arrived at ten, at the 
village of Rajib, which cont^s no ruins whab* 
ever; though we had prev^usly passed in*ijhe 
wood a Homan architrave. Ip a small open spa^^ 
where our guide told, us thbre Kad once been a 
village; no othsr vestiges *o^ whicji 4’ivmain. • 
Rajib ia situated a little without,, an^ belo\; the 
woodlands. At noon we begmt a rapitl descent 
towards the valley of the Jordan, and reached it 
in two hours. We saw nine wild pigs in oiyr 
way; they were all in one herd; four'houra. 
■more, in a northerly direction, brought ns to the 
Bysan ford, and we arrived at that town after 
dark. 

June 21. We went to Tiberias, and the SSrd 
visited Mount Tabor on our way to Nazareth. 
Maundrell over-rates the view from this eminence; 
we saw nothing striking except the beautiful 
plain of Esdredon. In a cave, amongst the ruins 
of the town, on the top of Tabor, we noticed 
many travellers’ names; and amongst others, that 
of Mr. Wright, who visited this place when first 
lieutenant of the Tigre with Sir Sydney Smith, 
and who afterwards died in the Temple at Paris ; 
Sheikh Ibrahim’s name was also there. For Naaa- 
reth- and its nei^d^bourhood we refer you to 
Maundrell. 
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June 25. Went to Acre. During our stay 
at Acre we witnessed an instance of unfeel- 
ing barbarity. On going to breakfast at the con- 
sul’s, his Greelt'servant, who had been very ill for 
^me days befor^i was lying outside the door, and 
Mtually expired ion the floor before us as we 
^tered the roonn unattended by either medical or 
ai(|H'>tl)er ass&tance. The corpse lay neglected for 
tilde, before any one could be found to take it 
avraf)^ all refudiii^ to touch it lest they should be 
at the trouble and expense of burying it. At 
, last the Turkish authorities interfered and- the 
bWy was removed. As we have now been 
more amongst the Arabs, and have had better 
opportunities of studying their manners and 
habits than on our former short journey to 
Palmyra, some farther observations upon them 
become necessary. The love of liberty created 
in the wandering Bedouin, by his erratic habits, 
is instinctively cherished by him from his very 
infancy; impatient of every species of controul, 
and proud of his indepedence, he disowns and 
scorns the cultivating Arab. We found these 
people still deserving of their character for hos- 
pitality, but we never heard of the celebrated 
story of bread and salt, mentioned by Volney ; if 
the mere eating of bread and salt with an Arab was 
a security from imposition. Sheikh Sahlem, when 
threatening us, would have said, “ had you not ate 
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bread and salt with me,&c.” instead of ‘‘had you not 
Shiekh Yousouf with you for we had feasted 
with Sahlem in his own -tent, before we had 
the difference with him. Mr. T/ankes was im- 
prisoned, and Sir William Ch^terton robbed of ^ 
his breeches at Palmyra, al ^r eating bread 
atid salt, and we had feasted w;|:h l^bn Fayes ytc 
'^Heshbon, before his ill treatment oPus. It,^Mfiid 
certainly be a most noble commendatioil to a» 
vance in their favour M'ere it true. Theiccis a 
great ' deal of good breeding amongst them, a 
sheikh arriving at another’s tent, seats himself, 
opposite his friend to avoid all appearance of pre- 
eminence, so that either side of the tent is oc- 
cupied, while the end, the “ post of honour," re- 
mains vacant. When Mr. Bankes presented the 
Sheikh of Souf with a dress, he immediately sent 
it into the harem, without looking at it in the 
presence of the donor ; and the people of Kerek, 
on our arrivsil, although our appearance must 
have been so novel to them, abstained from asking 
any questions. But although civil, they had a 
great contempt for us, and observing how auk- 
wardly we ate with our hands, for we never, dur- 
ing the whole tour, saw a spoon, or knife, or 
fork, they remarked amongst themselves, “ Poor 
fellows ! they don’t even know how to eat ; they eat 
like camels.’’ If an Arab chief gives you coffee first 
he takes none after, not choosing to drink after 
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,a Christian. 'Thieving, pilfering, low cunning, 
lying, and cheating, are not considered as dis- 
honourable acts aq[iongst them ; we w'ere all of us 
robljed of some of our effects. On one occasion, 
Bankes’s drawing of the grand temple at 
PetA^ was purlnine^ and after some days’ ne- 
.gociaf.ju, he \^a« allowed to purchase it back 
agaipV'tiicjJ having confessed all tihe time that 
they had^it. Mr. Legh’s Bible was also pilfered 
in the same manner, and never recovered. Mr; 
^ankes’s two paint boxes were also stolen, and 
mifny other articles were lost. Our diet, while 
we were with them, varied according to the 
wealth or poverty of the tribe ; sometimes we had 
pillaw of rice, or of wheat mixed with leban 
(sour milk), sometimes mutton boiled the moment 
the animal is skinned (®*), and generally in leban, 
a custom alluded to in Scripture (**). This mode 
of cooking renders the meat very delicious and 
tender ; far preferable to meat boiled in water : 
the milk enriched with the juice of the meat is 
poured on the pillaw of rice or wheat (®*). Some- 
times we had melted butter, and bread baked on 
an iron plate in the form of a pancake to dip in 
it. The staple of the Arabs food, however, is 
leban and bread. The milk was usually pre- 
sented in a wooden bowl, and the liquid butter 
in an earthenware dish (®*). The party being 
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seated round, dipped their bread' in, endeavour-, 
ing to make it imbibe as much as possible. The 
Arabs were very expert at thi^^ pinching the thin 
cake in such a form as to make a sort of s^oon 
of it. This mode of eating^s alluded to in Scrlpe- 
ture at the feast of the Passm’er (^). Occasionally 
a bowl of milk only was presented to u^yvhich 
was passed round jn rotation. Oif% .^had 
milk sweetened and curdled to th^ consis- 
tency of liquid jelly, too thick to be drank, and 
very aukward to be taken up with the hands, 
though it was the only method of eating it. * A 
rich dish of rice and cream was once given us as 
a great treat. All the way between Kerek and 
Petra, we had meat served up alone, without 
bread or even pillaw of rice or wheat. We could 
not at all reconcile ourselves to this diet, which 
we found used in this district only. When the 
Arabs have an over supply of leban, they have a 
method of preserving it by pressing out the more 
liquid parts, and drying the curds, which may 
then be kept for some time ; this substance has 
the appearance of soft chalk, when mixed with 
water it makes an agreeable acid drink. 

When we had pillaw of grain, it often served 
also for a candlestick, the candle being fixed in 
the middle of the dish. An Arab, when he wishes 
to pay you very particular attention, pulls your 
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meat to piccci;' with his fingers and throws it to 
you. We never saw roasted meat among the 
Arab.s, except at*Narsah*s tent at Palmyra. They 
h^ve no fruit; or vegetables ; their wandering life 
depriving them of such enjoyments. It is their 
custom from time immemorial^ to lodge and feed 
all tr.»{ dlers and*their horses for one night free of 
all /.litpense ; as the practice is general, it is equally 
beneficial to all. We never once paid for food 
or corn 4uring the whole of our journey, and the 
\expenses of the whole party, eleven persons and 
as many horses, amounted to one thousand five 
Irandred piastres ; a piastre is worth nine-pence 
of our money, this was from the fifth of May to 
the twenty-fifth of June. Each owner of a tent 
takes it by turns to feed the strangers that may 
arrive. Their jokes were sometimes rather 
rough; on one occasion, an Arab put a living 
scorpion inside my jacket (^), luckily, some time 
after, I had occasion to make the usual daily 
search for vermin, when I discovered the reptile. 
At the Ghor, when we asked if a poisonous fruit 
was good, they said it was. 

The women weave carpets and cloth for their 
tents, which are mostly black, and curtains which 
are striped white and black. Goat’s hair (^) is 
manufactured for this purpose. The women 
have hard work, they grind the corn with a 
hand-mill, bring the water ^nd wood, cook, and 
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in short do all the drudgery, while the men sit 
down and smoke all day. The children guard' 
the flocks, the girls always hiving a bundle of 
wool at their backs for spinning The form of 
the tents is oblong. We frequently observed negroes 
in their camps, apparently not slhves ; and some 
had the short woolly hair of the ^iVfricaps. It may 
not be amiss here to mention, that, {hougir we 
never had any apprehensions of persona^ safety 
from the Arabs, yet there are some grounds for 
the dread these people are held in tiiroughout 
Syria, as we met with many dead bodies conceal^ 
in the country frequented by them ; we saw 
twenty in one of the Roman tombs near Nablous* 
the mouth of which had been shut up with 
stones ; three in one of the theatres at Om 
Keis ; twenty four skulls, &c. in the theatre 
at Bysan, and subsequently twenty two in the 
ruins at Heshbon. Whenever we enquired about 
these proofs, the Arabs always owned they were 
the remains of people whom they had murdered, 
and they did not appear to be in the least 
ashamed of the deed. One in particular at Om 
Keis was stated to be a soldier. To keep your 
arms on in a tent, is considered very ill bred, as 
implying a distrust in the protection of the roof 
you are under ; and whenever we forgot to dia? 
arm, the Arabs always requested us to do so. 

These people arc frequently without watetj 
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* and sometimes even that which they have is dirty 
and bad ; nevertheless they are “ lords of the 
desert,” pay no tnbute, and have nothing what- 
ever to do with governours of any description. 

‘ The desert, as one of the ancient authors, I 
* • . . . 
think Diodorus^ observes, iif their fort, whither they 

’ retire as tp a place of certain safety on any ap- 

‘ pearance of attack. The state and eqnipage of 

the sheSchs is maintained by means of a revenue 

derived from a tithe which they exact for all 

\he cattle, the’camels excepted (*“"). This tenth 

of the innumerable herds and flocks, yields the 

* chiefs a very handsome income. The supper in 
Sheikh Narsah’s and EbnFayes’ tents was bountiful 
in the extreme ; and, as this profuse hospitality is 
extended to all strangers, there must needs be 
ample store to meet so great a demand. 

It is surprising, that in so monotonous a life, 
they have no amusements, no games, no athletic 
employments, to make a little change in their 
custom of squatting down and smoking all day. 
All their carpets, cushions, sacks, and in short, 
every thing they have are covered with vermin, so 
diat it is impossible to avoid them. We used to 
kill &om off our clothes from forty to a hundred 
every day ; and of a night, we frequently ob- 
served the Arabs searching and shaking their linen 
over the fire, the vermin making a cracking noise 
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as they fell into the flames. Old Yousouf used to ' 
make a singular figure, with his sword drawn, 
detaching them from his back.* At one time my 
sides were quite raw from scratching. On settling 
our accounts, both for this last journey, and the' 
previous one from Tiberias, we, found the ex- 
pcnces of each, much less than w^ had an- ' 
ticipated. 

July I2th. We embarked on board an impe- 
rial brig belonging to Venice for Constantinople, 
as the consuls on the coast, the laerchants, ai)dr 
both Mr. Bankes and Mr. Leigh agreed in opinion, 
that it would have been madness to have gone to 
the coast of Asia Minor at this season of the year, 
when the pestilential air forces all the inhabitants 
of the coast to quit their habitations, and retire 
to the mountains during the summer. We have, 
therefore, deferred this part of the tour for a short 
time. Our friend, Mr. Legh, left Acre for this 
place by land, a short time before we did, intend- 
ing to visit Palmyra, Baalbec, Damascus, and 
Aleppo. Mr. Bankes went by water to Egypt, 
with the intention of penetrating into Abyssinia 
by way of the second cataract. We were truly 
sorry to part with sucli excellent companions. 
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. Departure Jrom Constantinopie for Stutari.~—Crou_an am 
of the sea of Mamtora, and proceed through Kisdervent. 
— Isnik.—hrfke. — Bilyik. — Shuhut. — Eski-Shehr. 

^ — SidiOazi. — Khosru Khan. — Bulwudun.—haklu.—~ 
.•AkShehr.—'ilgun.—Khadun Khan. — iMdik. — Ko- 
rdeh,— Karabignar. — Erkle . — Olukooshlah. — Take- 
kur —KoUnkboaz, to Tersoos, — thence through Pom- 
peiopolis, and several <Aher ruins, to Chelindreh. 

Cyfavs, loth December. 

Having equipped ourselves with a tolerable 
Turkish travelling costume, a firman, a transla- 
tion of which herewith, and two biruldies for 
post-horses; the fees for the former, were fifteen 
piastres ; and the latter forty-four. We crossed 
over from Constantinople in tbe afternoon of the 
£9th of September, to Scutari, accompanied by 
a Tartar whom we had agreed to pay ten piastres 
per day, and to allow a sum for his return to 
-Constantinople from Athens; we had with diffi- 
culty reduced the latter allowance from four 
hundred, which he demanded, to two hundred 
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ptaistres ; the journey being only aght days, and 
for which he had a separate biruldi, for three 
horses, gratis. We had only aigaged this man 
at so high a price, in the hope that he might 
assist us in enforcing the orders we had for our - 
horses free of .expepse, v^hich* would have 
amounted to much more than hii^ wages. Besides 
the Tartar, we had only one servant, and scarcely, 
any baggage. ^ 

Our intention was to have pushed through the 
heart of Asia Minor, from Scutari to Tersoos/ 
and from thence to the coast, through Cilicia, 
Pamphylia, Lycia, Caria, and Ionia to Smyrna^ 
visiting the different antiquities that came, in 
our way. From Smyrna we intended to pass on 
to .Pergamus and Troy, cross the Dardanelles, 
and proceed to Athens by land, to which place 
we had directed our baggage to be forwarded 
from Constantinople. We should have preferred 
purchasing our animals, and selling them again at 
the end of the journey ; in this manner the daily 
expenses would have been restricted to provisions 
only, whilethe travelling hrman,if properly worded, 
would have obtained fodder gratis. But this plan 
would not have admitted of the expedition we 
wished; we, therefore, used the post^hprses. 
Wc found, however, that this methpd wa$ aa 
expensive as if we had paid for the horses’ hfrei.fesr 
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* although the l|ruldies state the horses are to be 
‘supplied free of expense, it is customary to fee 
the postmasters, which our Tartar did to such a 
degree, including every body who chose to ask 
•him for money, that when we included his wages, 
and the expense of ‘his ret;,urn to Constantinople, 
■the daily amount at least equalled what the hire 
of the horses, without a Tartar, , would have come 
to. We, were detained at the post-house, at Scutari, 
till sun-set, before we could procure horses, when 
\ve proceededathrough a beautiful country, the 
road passing generally near the sea of Marmora. 
We traversed the villages of Gaobin and Ben- 
dick. 

September 30th. At two in the morning we ar- 
rived at Ghiviza, said to be theLybissa of antiquity, 
the place where Hannibal was buried. We re- 
mained here only an hour, and at day-light reached 
the ferry, whence we crossed over an arm of the 
sea of Marmora to a coffee-house detached from 
the village of Ersek, where we were to receive 
fresh post-horses. At the upper extremity of 
this bay are the ruins of the ancient Nicomedia. 
This ferry is used to shorten the road, instead 
of being obliged to go all round the bay; 
we, therefore, missed the sight of the ruins of 
Nieodemia, which we did not much regret, us 
Messrs. Bayley, Godfrey, and Wyse, had visited 
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them from Constantinople while |ve were there,' 
and on their return reported, that they did not 
present sufficient remains to attract the traveller 
out of his way. 

We reposed till about ten o’clock, and then ad- 
vanced through a picturesque country. In six 
hours we arrived at a village Jailed Kisdervent, 
where we again rested for about two hours. 
The natives of this village are entirely .Greeks ; 
they appeared an industrious people. Jt is situ- 
ated in a romantic valley, with a (Stream running^ 
through it ; there is a profusion of wild shrubs 
as well as gardens, and mulberries for the silk 
worms. We remained about two hours, and 
then advanced. Towards sun-set we quitted the 
valley and crossed some hills, when we came in 
sight of the lake Ascanius, which we bordered 
till ten at night, and then reached a considerable 
place, situated at its eastern extremity, called 
Isnik, or Tchinisli, on the site of the ancient 
Nicaea. I'lie present town occupies but a very 
small portion of the ground enclosed by the 
ancient walls, which are in a tolerable state 
of preservation, and at the gate are several Greek 
inscriptions. There is little else of interest at 
Nicaja except the walls. In 1097 the place was 
taken by the famous Godefroi de Bouillon. The 
plain of Tchinisli is extremely rich and beautiful* 
has fine gardens, and is well watered. 



ASIA MINOK. 


491 


LE 'UKR VI.] 

' October ] . | In the morning we ascended a 
billy country, whence, in seven hours, we de- 
scended into the* town of Lefke, having first 
crossed a considerable river over which there is a 
•bridge. This river appears to be a branch of 
the ancient San|fariits, whiqh discharges itself into 
• tlie Euxine Sea. ^ An inscription by the road side, 
as we descended, shewed we* were in the old way. 
We slqpt tlds. night at a village called Bilejik, 
four hours beyond Lefke. The next day, in 
Vight hours w* arrived at Shuhut, situated in a 
beautiful valley, from whence we crossed Iiills, 
and in ten hours more arrived in Eski Sliehr. 

' October 3. At six o’clock we proceeded on 
our journey, through a country consisting of 
open, naked plains, and at noon stopped at Sidi 
Gazi. In this place are many ancient fragments, 
such as pieces of columns, friezes, altars, and in- 
scriptions. We remained one hour, and then as- 
cended through a woody country into park scenery, 
where we found a stag standing in the road ; he 
allowed us to come so near before he retired, that 
the Tartar dismounted to fire at him. At six we 
passed a road-side fountain, at which were several 
antique fragments ; one bore a Greek inscription 
and the cross. 

We stopped for the night at Khosru Khan, a 
miserable place, the houses being mere hul.>, built 
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of rough stones and timber; and h^e we first came 
to the flat roofs. There are in the neighbourhood 
many remains of columns, an Sltar with a female 
figure, and another bearing a Greek inscription. 
The next day our road conducted us through a 
woody country ; at eight we bpakfasted at a 
fountain built with' stones, on solne of which were 
Roman 8culpture,and a Greek insodption. Towards 
noon we passed two ancient eemeteriAs, con- 
sisting of grottos cut out in the rock ; we examined 
some of them, but found them ver^ mudi decayed 
and without plaster. Near to the last Was also, 
a M ahommedan burial-ground, but no village in 
sight. On our right we saw a curd camp; the 
tents were black like those of the Arabs. At 
four we reached a dirty place, situated at the 
beginning of a plain called Bulwudun; this plain 
is in many parts swampy, and must be unhealthy 
in the summer. We proceeded at five, and at 
dark we came to a causeway. At ten we reached 
Isaklu, a considerable place, in the neighbourhood 
of rich gardens. 

October 5. We proceeded through a fertile 
plain, bounded by a range of hills close on our 
right. The plain is well watered, and in the 
distance to the left are swamps and lakes ; in five 
hours we arrived at Ak-Shehr, a large town 
surrounded by fertile gardens. To give some 
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idea of the figlre which a rich Turk makes in 
travelling in this country, we give a sketch of the 
family and attendants of a pashaw whom we met 
on the road this morning on his way to Constan- 
tinople. The procession commenced with several 
black slaves on horseback, followed by the harem 
of young and handsome women in a taekterwan ; 
tjo this succeeded ano^T^- .with female slaves, 
sohie b^k, some white; and after them were 
several respectable looking Turks, on horseback ; 
to these succeeded the taekterwan of the pashaw, 
'’. who ' was lolling on a sofa between cushions ; 
soldiers,- and other attendants, closed his train. 
Two Tartars, bound to Adana, also passed us 
from the capital. From Ak-Shehr we proceeded 
through a poor country, and in six hours reached 
Ilgun, where we remained for the night. 

October 6. The road led us through a country 
of downs; in seven hours we reached Khadun 
Khan; here are some Roman ruins, basso-relievos, 
inscriptions, a lion, fragments of columns in the 
burial-ground, &c.; the cross generally accom- 
panies the inscriptions. Beyond this place, to the 
right of the road, are two old altars with Greek 
inscriptions, and fragments of columns, used as 
mere modern grave-stones; the Turks called 
them the five brothers, who they say were buried 
here, after having fallen in a civil war, at what 
period was not mentioned. In three hours from 
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Kha<lun-Khan we reached Ladikji where we rc- 
nmined for the night. The Mahomraedan burial- 
ground of this place contains many columus> 
friezes, and inscriptions of the lower empire. 
These Christian epitaphs are frequently used as 
head stones of the .Turkish graves, the cross 
being left very perfect and {inmutilated upon 
them, and the stones placed as at Christian graves, 
except that the head is towards 'Mekka. » 

October 7. This morning we proceeded through 
plains, and travelled eight hours, arriving at nooi) at 
Konieh the capital of a pashalic ; it is at ]^reiNBiit 
a large town, environed like most of the cities of 
Turkey by rich gardens. The citadel is in the 
centre, encloses a great part of the town, and is 
surrounded by a wall and fosse. The walls are 
built out of the fragments of the ancient city, and 
contain basso-relievos, Greek inscriptions, altars, 
lion’s heads, sphinxes,eagles, and differently formed 
large crosses. This was anciently Iconium, the 
capital of Lycaonia, where St. Paul preached and 
made many converts to Christianity (“”). The fosse, 
surrounding the walls without, is partly filled with 
rubbish, the rest is a shallow swamp with much 
verdure. We observed in it some beautiful spe- 
cimens of the flowering rush. The post-house 
where we lodged was outside the walls ; we did 
not, therefore, enter the citadel, as we W'cre in- 
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’formed the palhaws permission was necessary ; 
and such was the cowardly conduct of our Tartar^ 
Mustaffa, that w» could not persuade him even to 
ask whether there were any antiquities within the 
.walls : he said, that we must not think of such 
things in Turkish towns. ^ Unfortunately we had 
• no other interpreter. From the little information 
we could receive, it appeared that there are no 
ofner rqpaains in the citadel, than such fragments 
a^e h%d seen on the outside walls ; from the 
number and variety of these, we may judge that 
. Icbnium was once a handsome city. The inhabi- 
tants of Konieh appeared a fanatical people ; they 
were very rude, and the Tartar was quite afraid of 
them. 

At four o’clock we procured post-horses, and 
proceeded until eleven at night through rich but 
uncultivated plains, not meeting with a single 
habitation till we reached the small village where 
we slept. 

October 8. At daylight we advanced through 
open plains, having some villages in sight and 
partial cultivation. At nine we stopped at a 
village to refresh the horses, there being no barley 
where we slept. Here we remained till noon, 
and then proceeded through fine plains without 
cultivation. At sun-set we arrived at Karabignar, 
situated near some volcanic mounds. We were 



496 TRAVELS IN [LETTER Vli 

informed that the principal one h^ s a lake in the 
centre; that near to the town has two ruined 
Roman towers on it. The village consists of 
miserable houses^, and the post house was unusually 
dirty. There is a handsome khan and mosque, 
which was built by a sultan- whd made the pil- 
grimage- to Mekka; both are how in a ruinous 
condition. 

October 10. This morning aKi^bey arrived ahd 
several Tartars, whom our attendant avowed, to 
take all the best horses, so that we cotdd not get 
off till ten o’clock, and then with some miseiy^ ‘ 
animals which could scarcely move : one had diisd-. 
in the stable that morning. The manner in which 
these poor creatures are treated and worked by 
the Tartars and surugees (hostlers) is extremely 
cruel, but we had never observed any thing half 
so bad as at this post house. 

Shortly after we had left Karabignar, we passed 
close to an insulated circular mound of conical 
form, surrounded by a natural fosse, partly filled 
with salt water ; the ground is covered with ashes 
and scoriae to a considerable extent. From thence 
the plain became again more level. About two 
o’clock, we observed three surugees returning on 
the road, with several post horses which our Tartar 
wished to get in exchange for our bad ones. The 
surugees, who are accustomed to this, immediately 
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. on observii^ ul turned out of the road, and made 
R circuit to avoid us ; they were pursued in vain 
by Mustaffa on the best of our poor animals, whid^ 
falling with him, he was obliged to return. 

. At five we passed a neat village, entirely 
deserted by its inhabitants, in coaseiittence of 
.the oppression* bf the governmmt. On seeing 
this recenf v instance of a people ob%ed to 
i^ndo^ thdx homes, we easily accounted 
fop)>flie ^.gmieral depopulation of the country, 
.and the very great extent of rich plain which 
' aj^pienrs . uncultivated. In this neighbourhood 
y HR observed many Turkomen’s tents or huts; 
they are remarkably neat and clean, made in a 
circular form, with canes arranged in the shape of 
net-work ; there is a dome roof on the outside of 
ihe cane-work, which appears well adapted for 
admitting the air in hot weather. At night a 
curtain of canvas, or cloth, is let down. Some 


Curds were passing the night here ; further on we 
observed some camels left singly to die on the 
plain ; thb, it appears, is a constant practice. If a 
cmnel falls sick, or is exhausted with age, so as to 
be unable to proceed with his burthen, it is left 
behind to take its chance. Some days afterwards 
our surugee left one of our post-horses in this 
manner, but he had the chance of finding the 
anhnal again on his return the next day, which 
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could not be the casein the histan ee of a ^avan ■ 
of camels. At eight o’clock at night we arrivect 
^t Erkle or EUegria, situated the side of the 
plain in an enclosed country, with beautiful 
hedges, willows, fields, and gardens, which we. 
passed ^^ough for an hour beftire we reached 
^ Edde appears to a^ree in situation, 

with ^ -andcmt Tyana, which waa.in'this part of 
the country, and is the Qnly,']^biice su^cienSiiy 
large to be called a town, between^. Ko^iieh 
^conium) and Tersoos. We howev^ did not 
remark any remidns of antiquity in tho^ncH^ 
bourhood. The situation is extremely i^4Uid 
wett watered; the town is neater than usual, nnd 
has a good khan and mosque. The govemout 
had put all the surugees in prison for having 
occasioned the death of a post-horse ; it was with 
difficulty our Tartar could get one released 
to proceed with us, and it was not till eleven 
o’clock on the tenth that we were clear of the 
town. 


We soon quitted the beautiful gardens of 
Erkle, and entered into a hilly country, We 
passed several rivulets of fine, cleai^ water, and at 
two in the afternoon a village; from hence we as* 
cended into a country of a different nature,: and as 
naked as the plains; the latter must stand at 
a considerable height above the level of the Sea, 
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•as, after a mod|rate ascent; we observed that the 
highest points \)f Mount Taurus on our right, 
with large patches of last year’s snow, were bui^ 
little above us. At sun-set we stopped at a small 
place called Olukooshlah, where, besides the post 
house, there ard only a few huts and a khan for 
•the hadj ; the country is bare. The noRt day we 
c^ulid not pk^re horses till ten o’clock $ ;4in hour’s 
joiS^y .brought us to some trees and gardens, 
after which we came to a river, and confi- 
-4iued by the side of it till sun-set, except for 
about one hour which was occupied (about two 
o’clock) in passing over a projection of the 
mountain, presenting perpendicular cliffs to each 
side of the river, and rendering it impossible for 
the road to continue in the ravine. On the sides 
of the highest parts of these mountains are rich 
vineyards; the natives bring the grapes down to the 
road in small baskets, to sell them to the passing 
traveller; the grapes are of an unusually rich 
flavour. When we joined the river’s side again, 
we found the scenery gradually increase in 
beauty. The stream winds through a narrow 
valley between the mountains, whose sides are 
sometimes sloping and covered with flr-trees, and 
sometimes present perpendicular clifis. W e found 
many fragments. of breccia, porphyry, serpentine, 
and black and^' White marble, the production ol 
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this range. At sun-set we arrited at a pi^u- 
resque bridge of one bold arcn thrown aeto^ft 
the stream; below it are the»ruins of another* 
probably Roman; -there is also a fountain of 
remarkably cold water. Here we deviated to the 
right |rom the oourse of l4ie Aver ; the road 
became rugged*^d the scener/les^^picturesque 
the summits of the hills were singHiMrly poii^d. 
At eleven o’clock we arrived i^^ p oi|t h^se 
called Takehur, situated in aiwMB^ place, 
rounded by rugged hills and ^^ees. ' 

October 12. We proceedm^at eight o’c1om^> 
but had only advanced a fiiv paces when . W 
came to an open rupture With our Tartar ; we had 
often told him to be less liberal with our money in 
fees at the post houses. At Takehur he complied 
with the increasing demands of the post-master, 
though we had desired him to desist. When we 
rebuked him for it, he sud he would return with 
the horses, and let us make a bargain for ourselves. 
As we knew that the post-master would exact 
more when he found that we ceased to have the 
protection of the Tartar, we were obliged to 
desire him to go forward. He, however, in a 
peremptory manner, ordered the surugee to 
return with our baggage, and we proceeded 
alone with our servant. Shortly* however, the 
post-master and surugee, the fm^HM^ mounted on 
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our own Tartij^’s horse, and armed with his 
pistols, appeared in our rear, uttering violet 
threats and menaces, and ordering us to stop. . 
When they overtook us, we were obliged, after 
some disputing, to give up the horses ; but as we 
could not subn^i^ to* be osdered baefc; and by a 
person in oipr pay, who was sent to obey us, we 
pa^erred waging on foot to returninjg to the 
posl^oifse]? where we should have been exposed 
tO'£he li^cule of every body. We continued to 
advance in spite of the solicitations of the post- 
taster, who soon left us. After proceeding for 
¥bout two hours, our Tartar came to his senses 
again, and rejoined us with our horses and baggage. 

About one hour’s journey from Takehur, we 
observed that the road was cut through the rock 
with some labour, and by the side of the stream, 
near a small fall of water, there is a large square 
tablet bearing a Greek inscription, but we found 
it impossible to get near enough to copy it. The 
rock is cut away in other parts to form the road. 
The Turks call the place Kolinkboaz, or passage 
cut with a hammer, and there can be no doubt 
that it was one of the Tauri Pyl®, or Ciliciae 
PylsB of the ancients. About noon we came to a 
guard house and fountain, where the roads to 
Tersoos and Adima separate ; the former is the 
principal one/timg the route to Aleppo, Syria, 
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and Miekka ; the latter, which tur|ls to the' rijgclit, 
we followed. It soon became very ruggedaad 
crossedRumerous ravines; we had been the whcAe 
day npdn a gradual slope ; at three o’clock we eame 
plain by a more rapid descent; we had’ 

. dn ' bttr 'lteft a Turkish castfe an eminence. 
About li^ur d’chick'we passed a piece <)f a column ‘ 
of very handsome pofphyryl v ^ 

ShoiTly after this the road turm^ moiti tp^e 
right; and we passed an old Roman cai(^ on'*^e^ 
left. About five we came upon the ' tide of. » 
ravine enclosing a very considerable river, perhl^; 
the Cydnus, and descended into the g^eat plaili 
of Tersoos at dusk. At eight we stopped for the 
night at a very small village. From three to six, thp 
country was covered with bushes, amongst which 
we observed the myrtle in great quantity and 
perfection, sometimes seven or eight feet high ; 
the arbutus, Vallonia oak, oleander, carob, caper 
plant, &c. &c. The plain of Tersoos is destitute 
of trees. 

October 13. At five we proceeded, and at 
seven reached the khan in Tersoos, having crossed 
the Cydnus over a considerable bridge. 

COAST OF KARAMANIA. 

Tersoos the ancient Tarsus, ;'about a mile 
to the S. W. of the C’ydnus ; l^^^has no good- 
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buildings, andiis but ill supplied with the neces- 
saries of life. When the officers of the Ctcr 
dejrikstein visitedTerseos, they remarked thesarngii 
looks: of the natives ; but we found them a civU, 
quiet, and well-disposed people. The diffei^ence 
may be attributed to the. pi;esent,\.Fasha|W, of 
Adana, tp whose government. Terfq^ l^jQg;, 
and who is a mild and just man. ^^^rding to 
' tu^eport ofiMons. Peretier, the French consul, he 
has tal^^such measures to punish theft,.even in the 
smallesknegree, that no such tiling as a robbe^ is 
{|i|:iltE^heard ef in this district ; both Mons. Peretier 
Mens. Guys his assistant, are dressed as Franks,. 
. in which costume they pass freely in the streets 
without the least annoyance from any body; 
while Mons. Guys was shewing us about the town, 
we observed that the women, seeing by. our com- 
panion that we were Franks, generally contrived 
to let their veils slip aside whenever we passed 
any that were in the least good-looking ; on the 
contrary, when we were alone, and taken for 
Turks, they always covered their faces in a hasty 
manner, and appeared frightened. 

About a mile to the north of the town> the river, 
previously of a considerable depth and breadth, 
falls over a bed of rocks about fifteen feet in 
height, whence it separates into several small 
channels, turning mills, and watering beautiful 
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gardens. These streams afterwards unite in 
and so continue to the sea. We were told that 
tile inhabitants do not drink of the water of the 
river, demning it unhealthy. Many of the prmci«> 
pal^ Imuses are supplied from wells, but we saw ‘ 
<^.the pe^le fiUing thejr, jars from the 
ililurtary ntxeasaaj^ The antiquities, of , this place ' 
are but few; fragments of friezes, columns, and 
Coritithian capitals are scattered about in•rar^^s 
parts of the town. The govemour lat^ made 
excavations for stones to build with, whm mabju 
columns, &c. were found, shewing the abui^Umtp^'^' 
■ of antique remains which must still exist undur 
ground. There are two gates, one at S. W. and 
the other at the N. E. part of the town ; they me 
simple arches, but were once decorated. To the 
N. W. of the town, traces of the ancient wall are 
distinguishable, and a citadel tolerably perfect to 
the north. We only saw one inscription in 
Greek, on a stone which forms part of the eleva^ 
tion of the side pavement of the street, in goii^ 
from the khan to the N. E. gate. It is not very 
perfect ; the letters are inverted, and it is in a 
situation which rmiders it difficult to copy. 

The commerce of Tersoos, at prment, consists 
chiefly in cotton, of which the neighbouring 
plains afford an abundant supply. The khan was 
so full of merchandize and its proprietors, that 
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'igr«>could not obtain a room in it, but lodged on 
stage under the piazzas. Goods from Egj^, 
&c. for Adana, ard landed at the scala, and^fhoMS^ 
tran^rted by camels. Monsieur Peretiei^s 
daughter was residing with her father at Tea* 
soos. They e^^ort* great quantities Hof oottoni 
*The Armcgsiian church* is reported to havebspa 
the dwellmg house ci the father of St. Paul, who 
was^ tiative* of Tarsus ; but there is as little 
probabdHy of this being the real place of hur 
abode, as there is of the church of Tiberius 
liNdng been that of St. Peter. 

' Stoabo states " that the Cydnus ran through 
the heart of the city.” As the Cydnus is now 
a good half hour’s walk from the modern town, 
some idea may, from this circumstance, be formed 
of its original dimensions. We are told also 
that it was powerful, populous, and maintained 
the dignity of a metropolis. In Beaufort’s work, 
it appears that the officers of the Frederickstein 
were informed that the ruins of a theatre, corered 
with bushes, lay near the river; this would in 
some measure corroborate the statement of 
Strabo; but we inquired in various quarters about 
riiis theatre, without being able to obtain any infor- 
mation concerning it. We need hardly remark that 
the Cydnus is famous for the meeting of Marc 
Anthony and Cleopatra, and for having endangered 
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the life of Alexander the Great^ by his bathing 
in it; we bathed in it above the falls, and .fofmd 
the Water unusually cold, but‘felt no ill eflfeets 
frbm it Though it was now the middle of 
Glitober, the heat was so great that the ther- 
on the day we arrftre^ ^tood at ninety- 
'fWO di^ees in^ihe shade, and duriijg the week 
we wetn at Tersoos,'it was never^ below eighty. 

October 20. We had some dli^eulty ii> c^ing 
to a decision about the continuance of CKfff^urney, 
wbeth^ it should be by sea or. by land 
exorbitant prices demanded for vessels, 
sequence, perhaps, of this being the time.vcof 
shipping the cotton, occasioned us to make the 
jflnal arrangement for proceeding by land. We 
had six horses for forty-five piastres per day, it 
being considered as four day s’ journey to SelefkeUr* 

At noon wc left Tersoos, taking with us 
a good supply of Bastourma (hung beef), 
prepared and cured by the Turkoman, who 
bring it to Tersoos for sale. Our other artides 
of provision were musty biscuits, and very indif- 
ferent brandy distilled from figs; no cheese could 
be procured. We had been informed that the 
country through which we were to pass was thinly 
peopled, and very ill supplied with provisions. 
We proceeded by the road to Kazalu and the 
Scala; in about two hours and a half we turned 
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, oat of it to th^ tight to a small miserable looking 
milage; At three o’clock we reached an aIti^&||^ 
monndi noticed *in' Captain Beaufort^s woik;.;lio 
found pottery and other remains on its summit, 
■imt no distinct foundations. Here we had a fine 
mew over thc^plaih; the* village of ^Kazalil %ith 
’ its gardens; the coffee-house at tha;Scaby?tatid 
the sea wi^ three or four Vessels at Machor. We 
passed* on to tiie westward through the plain, 
which pertly cultivated with cotton, and 
.the ruins of a town which appears to have 
constructed of large stones, but there is only 
‘^aa^ ef a building standing, which is of Turkish' 
. architecture, perhaps a mosque. A little further 
oii, to our left, was another artificial mound, with 
remidns of a fort on it, having square towers at 
the angles. A third height of the same kind 
was in sight still further to the westward. Before 
suniset we stopped near a small mill turned by 
a pretty little stream, the ground was covered 
over with dwarf wood. The plain, between the 
sea on the one hand, and the foot of the moun- 
tains (hitherto well clothed on their sides with 
wood) on. the other, waS now considerably de- 
creased in breadth. 

October 21. At eight in the morning we ad- 
vwced on our journey, shortly after which we were 
mivironed by gardens of fig, orange, lemon trees. 
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vines, &c. growing the most luxuriant manner, 
the ground being here well watered with rivuleto; 
in ^e midst of them was a village ; the people 
had been mostly sleeping in the open mr, as we 
found their beds, mats, quilts, &c. under the trees. ' 
^ll^^^lirated tract, however, ^s^ery limited in 
its extend as Wu almost immediately p^sed again ' 
into the same kind of dwarf wo^Rnd which we 
had quitted in the morning. ^ 

We shortly passed another artifidal ^1, with 
ruins of large stones. From the position ^ tb^ 
mounds, at such regular distances, it 
likely that they may have been tlirown up 'fot 
fortifications, and for the purpose of commanding 
a view of the plain and sea. 

About ten we crossed a considerable stream, 
and shortly after reached the ruins of Pompeio- 
polis. Time and the weather have given the 
columns a black and dismal appearance, and they 
are surrounded with dark looking bushes. Forty 
four columns, of a bad style, are standing, out of 
about two hundred ; but what is that to Palmyra 
or Djerash where two hundred and forty still 
stand with their capitals and epistylia ? the re* 
mains of perhaps two thousand! With the ex- 
ception of the colonnades and some sarcophagi 
which are scattered about without the walls, and 
are of large dimensions, we found little to interest 
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■ US. The- theatre is in a most ruinous state, as 
‘is the ancient^ort, filled with an accumulation 
of earth. The* remains of the town are so 
blocked up with hushes and briars, that we Bad 
. more trouble in making our way through them 
than they deserved. « At noon we agmn advanced ; 
. the same sort of*wood $cenery contintted* inwMch 
we saw the myrtle in great .perfection^^efir, the 
arhutug, caroh, bay-tree, turpentine, and the Vallo- 
ni^aK, Some of the bushes were frequently 
to their very summits by the wild vine : 

: I^O- were other shrubs whose names we were 
' lysiicqhnihted with. The rivers are occasionally 
bordered by the oleander, but it was not in blossom. 
H^isrossed two streams, the last of which has a 
bridge of Turkish construction. 

About two o’clock P.M. we joined our conductor, 
who had remained behind at Tersoos to procure 
barley for the horses, and had arrived last night 
at the place where we found him. He had come 
a difierent road, and said that the man whom he 
had left with us had misled us. Shortly after 
we stopped at another large bridge over a consi- 
derable river. At five we stopped for the night 
on the banks of another, whose stream is so rapid, 
that two bridges, constructed over difierent parts 
of it, have been washed away ; it was, however, 
fordable in one place. The water of this river 
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is of a very white colour, as if its course had beeti 
through a calcu'eous bed ; the pUne tree as t^ell ‘ 
as the carob are of a considerable size near the 
benks of the stream. A castle stands at the fbot 
of the hills a-breast of Pompeiopolis ; we did not* - 

* * 

" * r. ^ 

October 23. At seven o’clock ’ we were on the ' 
robd : we shor^ passed an artifi^id inound With 
ruitts on it; the country was nu^ open ,and hi 
ptwts boggy. We passed several pieces vrter^ the 
natives tread out their corn, and near 
stages on which they sleep: these 
raised on high poles for the sake of air In 
hot summer nights. At nine we breakfasted hear 
a river, which we crossed at ten, and then entered 
again into a country of dwarf wood : the road oe<' 
casionally turned to the sea beach, for the purpose 
of crossing rivulets which are fordable only at 
the bars near their junction with the sea. The 
sea was, however, generally hidden from sight 
high mounds of sand. At noon we quitted tile' 
plain country, and crossed a small rocky hill on the 
coast, which appears to have been inclosed with 
walls in ancient times, and was probably a bouu^' 
dary between Cilicia Campestris and Asperal 
On its western side we came upon a sandy bay of 
the coast, at the discharge Of a large river,* which 
winds SO extremely near its junction with tiie sea. 
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•that its course bends almost back into parallel lines. 
On the right is ^ bridge over the river, and neajr is 
a village', on a hiU. The stones have been cdl- 
lected in heaps over this part of the country with 
great labour and perseverance, proving. that in 
former times there njust have been a considei^tddo 
.population, tH^ founda^on of spjfdl metare 
towers, prbbably posts of . oomrnumca^, 
viuble Ijer^'.and there. Higher up, across a ro- 
is a Roman aqueduct of pictu- 
re^%4{i]^arance, its height is so great as to 
a double tier of arches. . Here we came 
very stony coast; our conductor lost 
having crossed the river at its mouth 
of the bridge ; a little deviation inland, 
however, brought us again into the right track, 
which was very rugged and stony. We found, 
hereabouts, troughs cut in the rocks, and holes 
through them to tie cattle to ; the land also was 
deared as much as possible for pasturage, by 
heaping up the stones. 

. At ten o’clock we reached some considerable 
.ruins; they stand upon an elevated spot, fronting 
the sea, and consist of several buildings within 
walls ; the first we examined, beginning to the 
north, appeared to have been a theatre, both from 
its semicircular shape, and its sloping appearance 
within; we could observe several pieces of seats 



512 TRAVELS IN ( [l^TTRl^ VI. 

scattered about, and part of one of the vomi-' 
tories. At its S. W. angle is a sfaaller building; 
with some circular foundation* in front of it p 
Sidng these buildings is the largest of t£e 
mins, at the N. £. angle of which are the. 
jreiliHdbB of a spiral stair-caSe., The whole edifice 
is of y&if considerable size, and *has been oma-, 
Riehted within mth .arched recess bn all sides. 
Whodierit was a great Christimi church or a 
palai^ is uncertain. To the east of it i^^^^iall 
temple ; its internal form is that of a cn^ p ;%is 
surmounted with a dome, very neatly built,J ii^: 
has four arched recesses. On either side ol th«iil' 
recesses are small chambers, which give the 
whole a square external form. At each angle ' 
of the recesses are Corinthian pilasters, and over 
each arch a cross is sculptured in reUevo. In 
front of this building appeared a vast paved 
terrace, which proved on examination to be only 
the top of an immense reservoir of water, into 
which there is a descent by steps. Being dry, it 
appeared like a vast hall ; it is forty-five paces 
long, and twenty wide, and is divided into three 
long arched divisions by two rows of six piers 
each ; its depth appeared to be above forty feet. 
Near the S. W. angle of this tank is a small 
edifice which seems to have had a semicircular 
back and ends. Over the door-way is a Greek 
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inscription of five lines, not very perfect, but in 
such a state tha^ a Greek scholar might perhaps^ 
be able to transcribe it. There are several small 
tanks amongst the ruins, and in one of the build- 
ings in the eastern part we saw an immense 
mill-stone. We ,knoV noh Ihe ancient luune: of 
this place;, the native^ call it Aukullah. \ Hie 
tank and ^Mt building agree in posiripn with 
tho^ fiBenrioned in Captain Beaufort’s book, 
as l^mg^our miles east of Ayash, and two west 
oi ! the river Latmus, which is certainly the river 
at noon. In Macbean’s Dictionary 
W find that the river Latmus had a cognominal 
town, and as there are no ruins nearer to the 
liter, these may perhaps be the ruins of Latmus. 

At two we proceeded over a stony road; the 
grand aqueduct from the Latmus still continues, 
across the ravines it is necessarily constructed on 
arches. We passed a burial place called Shede- 
lah, apparently of early Mahommedan date. At 
four we descended into a sandy bay, where, 
finding some wells of water, we stopped for the 
nigjbt. We conversed at these wells with some 
natives, who called the place Ayash. Here were 
a few unmhabited huts, and we were told of 
a village at half an hours’ distance above. 
We were surrounded by ruins and Cyclopean 
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walls al large stones, as well for the. support of 
buildings aji for terracing up the lAnd for culture. 
We employed the remainder of the evening of 
the SSnd in examining the ruins which lay near 
us, intending to visit the remainder in succession, 
Wa passed on to tbe westward the next day. 
Tim principal object was a tomb*built of a square* 
form, Brith au arched porch qn ope side, and a 
square door at the opposite sidp.' There were 
composite pilasters at the angles, a lioifs^ad 
frieze, and a pointed roof with pediments^ 
within, the ceiling is arched; the chanaber.'lpii; 
four places for bodies below, and five 'in ^ 
elevated sort of stone bench above. There are 
two other tombs of this description in ruins 
near it, and • close to the sea shore is a large 
Christian church. The canopy of the altar place 
has the remains of three saints painted on it; 
the centre one, by the difference pf dress and shape, 
appears to have been intended for a female; 
perhaps they represented the tripity. The side 
walls are mostly fallen, but over the door in 
front, a cross is sculptured in relief, thus 
and some visitor has scratched near it, a 
flag on a stafl^ probably a banner imprinted by 
some crusader. Farther to the west are the ruins 
of another church, with part of a mosaic ceiling. 
Near this place the grand aqueduct passes on 
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two difibrent levels; beyond it is another tomb 
of the same deliicnption as that first mentioned- 
It has six elevated recesses for corpses, and one 
larger over the door. The chamber is six and a 
half paces by five; the porch two and a half deep; 
near it are man^ large sarcpphagi. 

• October S3. Ve started early on foo^ the 
horses followuig; tve soon ascended an ancient 
paved ^way, $ned with many of those square 
aescrlbed yesterday, more or less perfect, 
'■la well as with many large sarcophagi. Some of 
are very beautifully ornamented in relievo ; 
one 'in particular represented an eagle treading 
qn a serprat, and holding a wreath on each side, 
siqiported at the other ends by cherubs, with a 
rose over each wreath. Another had an ox’s head 
suspending wreaths of vines, pomegranates, 
grapes, &c. Some had tablets for inscriptions, and 
some were inscribed in large Greek characters 
covering the whole of one side. Besides the 
tombs and sarcophagi, we found some pieces of 
rich frieze as well as several altars; and there 
wmre edifices which appeared not to have been 
tombs but habitations, some of whicli looked 
modern. This paved road finally brought us to 
a sandy bay, and an isthmus whicli separated a 
roeky prommitory from the main line of rugged 

COMt. 
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Here the great . aqueduct again appears, 
though much in ruins; and ni’ar it are the 
remains of a palace, the fai^add' of which is one' 
hundred paces across. It has had a colonnade in 
front, of sixteen pillars; the pedestals only re- 
mdn; a great many shafts of columns are made 
use of M modem'vfences on the isthmus. At the 
back of the palace, on the dde;.of the hill, ap- 
pears; to have stood a theatre> 'b^'it is more 
ruined even than that of Pompeiopolis. ttf 
promontory are many ruined buildings;. 
these has three columns of a portico in 
it still standing; the shafts and capitals Sire' of’ if 
single piece, and of good marble: they' are' of 
the Corinthian order. According to- Captain’ 
Beaufort, these are the ruins of Eleusa or' 
baste; and the building on the promontory>‘ 
supposing it to have been once an island, which 
is very possible, was perhaps the palace of Arche- 
laus. That on the main has, however, been by 
far the more considerable edifice. 

Passing on westward to the next eminence, we’ 
came to a large temple of fluted columns, 
standing in a very conspicuous situation. In' 
ascending to it from the ruins of Eleusa, there 
is a place in the road, where one sloping, slippery' 
stone of marble, constitutes the whole width, be- 
tween a perpendicular precipice of some height- 
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on one side, and a tree on the other; we dis- 
mounted, and 
baggage horse 
ed of his burthen, fell over the precipice, for- 
tunately without injury, the baggage breaking 
his' fall : this g»^ uS tim& to examine^ at leisure, 
*a tomb stapding near the sea shore, to- the west- 
ward of the^ ten^le. It is square: and has, a 
p yi;gip ldal roof, but is only that of a Mahommedan 
^iiiF; it has an oriental inscription over the door- 
why> , and in the chamber within is the usual built 
wifh the cap of a dervis sculptured on it; 
is placed towards Mekka. It has,howevcr, 
been -liuilt out of Roman ruins; one of the stones 
had the letters B. A. inverted; Captain Beaufort, 
by his description of this tomb, does not seem to 
have been aware of the real character of it. 

From hence we ascended by the ancient paved 
way which brought us up to a castle : here we 
entered by an arched way into a street of ruined 
widls and buildings, passing on our left a magni- 
ficent, palace. It has had three arched doors and 
many windows; the interior is divided into various 
apartments, supported by columns, w'hich have all 
fallen. Their capitals are in the form of an in. 
verted bell, and have four crosses enclosed in cir- 
cular wreaths sculptured on them; they appear, 
therefore, to be of Christian- times ; they have a 


our horses up it ; but the poor 
who could not be so easily lighten- 
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heavy, ugly appearance. There are others orna- 
mented with a variety of decoration. At the 
east end the building finishes m the form of a 
half dome ; this would look like a church, were it 
not for windows in that part, and that the building 
has had upper stories •supported, on piers. From 
hence vfe descended through rough, rvined build- 
ings^ and linM of inhumerable hurge sarcophagi ; 
one in particular was beautifuB^ decoraf!^l^ith 
processions of figures in basso-relievo, bringing o\' 
ferings to an urn. A great many have crdiiies, find 
some have inscriptions upon them. It would 
pear from the former circumstance, that 
generally of no earlier period than f^e lover 
empire. There are also plenty of sepulchral gl^Mtos 
cut in the rock, and many of these also bear in'* 
scriptions. 

The valley into which we descended leads to 
the sea shore, where stands a fine old castle, with 
the remmns of a pier projecting into the sea, and 
the ruins of a building at its extremity. On the 
hill, to the east of the valley, are the ruins of a 
considerable town ; and on the sides of that to the 
west, are the remains of houses cut out of the 
rock itself. On the upper part of these Ulls 
stands a sarcophagus, singularly placed on the 
top of a ruined building ; a large hole has been 
forced into the end of it. As it stands on a base 
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no greater than itself, no footing could be obtained 
for the purpos4 of forcing the lid off, and the hole 
must have bera made by means of a ladder. 
Somewhere on this hill is a modern village ; the 
inhabitants whom we met called it Ichuran. 
Crossing over* the «foot o/ this western hill we 
came up op a sandy bay, in front of v^hich stands 
another castle on an islanid. A low ro^ky point 
^tends both from the island and the western side 
^oOne b8y> and, perhaps, it was once connected 
wi<^ ^ msdh land. At the east side of the sandy 
he^ll^ several springs of fresh water issue from the 
jtbakjS close to the sea ; here we stopped to break- 
^ist iii sight of both the castles : these are the 
rtiins of the ancient Corycus. It was the first 
sprihg of running water we had met with since 
we crossed the Latmus, between which and the 
Calycadnusthereisno river, and this is the reason 
why so many vast aqueducts and reservoirs were 
required for the supply of the diflerent ancient 
dties. 

We conversed with several of the natives, and 
isqmred particularly for the saffron cave of 
Strabo ; they told us we should come' to it in our 
road, but there is no doubt they were deceiving 
us. We had observed, from the heights, towers 
at regular distances along the coast. At eleven 
o’clock we proceeded on our journey over a rough 
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road ; the coast to the westward forms many bays 
and inlets. In the first of these found a small 
vessel lying at anchor, which h&d brought iron, 
coffee, &c. to sell among the natives. The pro- 
montories between these bays arc excessively 
rugged, and the road is so bjtd, tteing composed 
of hard, .slippery inarble stones, that we wer^ - 
genera% dismounted: the poor baggage horse 
was scarcely able to proceed, and fidil several^imes. 
The natives of Ichuran, to the number of s^n;t^ 
had followed us, either prompted by curiosity, to * 
sec what we were about, in consequence of . t^,; 
enquiries we had put to them at Corycus, or fer 
the worse purpose of robbing us if an opportum^ 
offered. They were very wild-looking peof^e, 
and our conductor did not like them. He gave 
the musket he was carrying to our Tartar, 
and desired him to be on the alert, and shoot 
the first who should assault us. They - were, , 
however, only armed with long knives, and we 
were well supplied with fire arms. According to 
Strabo and other ancient authors, the inhabit;(mts 
of this country were noted for their piratical ex- 
cursions in ancient times ; they followed us during 
the chief part of the day. In one of the principal 
vallies through which we passed we had observed 
five caves; we examined the two principal, in hopes 
of discovering the Corycian saffron cave, but were 
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disappointed. A continuation of very bad road 
brought us aW last into an extensive plain, 
which terminate to the south in a long, low 
promontory, extending far into the sea. When 
we descended into the plain, we passed on our 
left the ruins a town i^n a valley. It agrees 
•\Uth the situation of. Pershendy by Beaufort, 
and we contoQted ourselves- with his description 
of it, fiB none of the buildings, except three arches 
^fan aqueduct, seemed to invite a closm: exami- 
*iudiqn, or any loss of time. We continued in 
plain to some distance , part of which is 
culihtated with cotton, and beyond it with water- 
i^lons, with a few temporary huts. We ob- 
served that the men in this country were employed 
in spinning wool, which is the occupation of the 
women in every other part of the Levant; it was 
spun in thick yarns. According to Macbcan, 
quoting Yarro, cloth was the manufacture of the 
country in former times. 

The dwellings continued till we came to a 
morass, where the road posses over the rocks close 
to the edge of the marsh, which extends in some 
places as far to the south as the eye can reach, 
filled with canes, rushes,&c. Before we quitted the 
plain, we passed, at some distance to the left, the 
ruins ’ of p. large building ; part of its walls 
remain, and the frame of its door-way, constructed 
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of large stones. About five o’clock we stopped 
for the night near a miserable village, where, by 
the edge of the morass, there is a large building 
built out of the ancient ruins ; a foundation re- 
mains on the other side of the road. 

October 24. Proceediil^ a/;* day-light, our 
road continued so bad th&t we were .obliged 4o ‘ 
lead the horses, but' having shortfy arrived at 
the extremity of the morass, we were bha^d 
again to enter into the plain, and to mount ou\ 
horses. Passing on we came to a smaQ mound 
which has the remains of ancient buildings upod 
it ; on the other side of the road were a 
sarcophagi cut in the rock. We next came tif an 
arm of the Ghiuk Sooyoo river, the ancient Cafy- 
cadnus ; this river winds extremely, and is by &r 
the most respectable stream we have seen in 
Asia. 

Three hours’ journey from where we slept 
brought us to Selefkeh, one of the ancient Seleu- 
cias, which we entered, passing over the river by 
a bridge of six arches to a small khan. Selefkeh 
at present is a poor, miserable village, but in a 
fine situation ; the castle stands on the top of a 
round hill, at the foot of which is the village, 
and the ruins of the ancient town extending to a 
considerable distance. After breakfast we went 
to inspect them. Wc first came to an old brick 
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ruin of large size, formerly lined with plaster ; 
near this, on tite S. E. side of the castle hill, has 
been a theatre, now only distinguishable by 
the shape of the earth, and by two of its 
vomitoriiBS, at present converted into habita- 
tions. On slape where the seats once ex- 
isted, toh^cco is now* cultivated. In the plain 
to the eastward are two* large buildings ; the 
^st tshews nothing but its walls ; the most 
^tmt has been a large Christian church con- 
structed of solid masonry. The semicircular 
eastern end is perfect, and one fluted Corinthian 
edumn in the front is standing ; it may have 
been formed out of a more ancient temple. 
There are many other indescribable ruins, and to 
the west of the theatre, quarries and excavated 
tombs. We afterwards ascended a hill south of 
the town, having been attracted to it by large 
ruins, which we had observed before we reached 
Selefkeh. The road we followed has formerly 
been paved, and towards the summit cut through 
the cliff to some depth. We found ruins covering 
a considerable extent of ground ; the principal 
buildings have been churches, of which the 
farthest had the east end in tolerable preservation. 
The windows were adorned with handsome white 
marble columns, of the Corinthian order, one of 
which remains perfect. There arc a few coarse 
sarcophagi, and no less than five large tanks, four . 
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of whicli wc examined ; the first was forty paces 
long, by twenty-six wide ; the s^ond, fifty, by 
twenty-six ; the third, thirty, oy sixteen ; the 
roofs of these have fallen in, but some of the 
columns which supported the third, remain in 
their places; the fojort^ wa» on^^ nineteen, by 
eiixteen, ^ the. roof is. vaulted and supported upon. * 
three rbws of four, colunms each; i^roin this hill 
is. a commanding view over the pla^ the sea^^d 
the winding Calycadnus, which suddenly breSks'^ 
upon the view from between two. cliffs to the 
north of Selefkeh. , '»• '..f; 

. Our conductor was taken ill at this place with, 
spasms in his stomach ; the beginning of a dis^ 
order with which all our party were more or 
less afflicted before, we reached Chelindreh. 

October 25. At sun rise we continued our 
course to the westward, having with difficulty 
prevailed on our conductor to proceed further. 
No animals could be procured in Selefkeh ; nor had 
we the means of providing ourselves with a vessel 
to undertake the journey by sea. The road led 
over the hill and through the. ruins which we had 
visited the preceding day, and thence into the 
plain which we followed for about two. hours, and 
then, arrived at some ruins near, the sea shore, 
where has been a small bridge leading to^them 
over a marsh. 

The principal object has the appearance of a 
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small fortress. We had previously crossed a dry 
torrent, near ^hich were the remains of an 
aqueduct. We\ontinued about an hour at this 
place breakfasting and examining the ruins, and 
then proceeded. Quitting the plain country, and 
passing along* a roqky coast, we came first to an 
' ^s^nsive necropolis ofisarcophagi cut in the rock. 
In about afi^: hour more, we, came to the ruins of 
dhotber ancient village, and still farther on to a 
bay'^of the coast, having a large Turkish fortress 
standing on' its western promontory ; to the 
sotith projects a curved isthmus and peninsula ; 
in cove which it forms lay a polacca brig, 
;trliich had come from Egypt with salt, and was 
taking in wood to return. We conversed with 
some' of the crew. From hence we passed into 
another bay sheltered by an island : here two 
other vessels were taking in wood. At the head 
of: this bay are ruins of a town, and of buildings 
on- the island. Both these anchorages become 
nearly land-locked by the curved projection of the 
point Lissan El Kahpheh. We now ascended a 
high bluff, very stony and overgrown with firs. 
We ' descended on the opposite side amongst 
romantic cliffs and ravines into a valley. At half- 
past two we stopped for the night at a small 
source of fresh water, the only one we had seen 
since we started. Here an open stage is placed 
for the accommodation of travellers, there being 
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no inhabitants in the neighbourhood. The valley 
is inclosed by two high clifis ; on |;he top of that 
to the right is a ruined building ;^here are other 
hills to the left, which intercept the view of the 
sea. We went on foot to examine the building, 
leaving our Tartar, servant, pnd conductor with 
the horses. With much difficulty we proceeded to 
the ruki; the asoait was very ste^ ’4lNi)d in one 
instaned we were stopped by a pdrpendiculai 
precipice; after searching some timewefou^^, 
dr tree placed against the rock, by which we- 
climed up; as we advanced we piled up hCapt' of * 
atones to serve as marks for our return. The,' 
building appeared to be a Turkish castle for 
mortar was comparatively fresh. Here We had^ 
a commanding view of the sea, together with the 
island of Cyprus ; seeing some tents and people on a 
neighbouring hill, we thought it prudent to retire 
quickly, being unarmed, and the natives of these 
parts having no good character. We reached our 
party at sun-set in a state of violent perspiration : 
we supped on rice, which we had brought from 
Selefkeh, where we had not been able to procure 
a fowl. We passed a night of drizzling rain, 
wind, thunder, and lightning, in the open air ; we 
had all a violent, feverish heat and thirst, which 
obliged us to be constantly applying to the 
fountain to drink; and this probably contributed 
to increase a disorder in the stomach, with which 
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' we were all more or less afflicted, in consequence, 
as we supposed, of the badness of the waters 
coupled with ow indifferent diet. In the morn- 
ing the raiu increased, but the weather became 
serene towards eight o’clock. 

We had quitted o|^ night’s lodgings at seven. 
. Jhe valley opens at 'the further end on a deep 
bay of th^ieSH»ast, from .whence, in about two 
hours, .we ascended a mountainous and ugly 
c^iAry, interspersed with iir-trees. The sea 
was ge^rally intercepted from our view ; as we 
di^cended, we came to a few scattered huts, and 
, s^ff fittle cultivated land, with cattle. We 
stopped at one of these huts about three in the 
the owner of the hut we saw nothing 
of, but W« got admittance into a very neat little 
room, which, together with another containing a 
store of straw, and a shed for cattle, formed the 
whole building. In the immediate neighbour- 
hood of these huts are small portions of land, 
very neatly cultivated, and threshing grounds, 
the whole terraced up with much care and pains, 
though now, abandoned for the winter season, 
Uke the cottages in the mountains of Switzerland. 
Our servant Luigi’s illness increased here consi- 
derably, and he was in a high fever. 

October 27 . We advanced at eight, constantly 
aSscending and descending in a rough mountainous 
country ; we had much difficulty in finding the 
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track, for road there was none. Towards three 
we came down upon a large plain*, beyond which, 
at half-past four, we arrived ^at Chelindreh. 
This place, which now only consists of a custom- 
house, and three or four houses where the 
Tatars, from Constantinople, usu^ly embark for 
Cyprus, was anciently called Celenderis, somejif 
the ruins of which Eemain, pruiCn^^y tombs, 
and one square cenotaph, consisting of an •open 
arch on each side, with Corinthian pilasters, 'aiid 
pyramidal roof. A bath is also distinguiidiablel' ' ‘ ' 

Two vessels were lying in its little port^ which; 
has formerly been protected by a large caotfe Mi' 
the point, now much in ruins; there is a tank' 
within it. There is no running fresh water within^ 
some distance of Chelindreh; but there is ithe 
ruin of an aqueduct, which formerly conveyed it 
to the town. 

October 28 . We sent for horses to the nearest- 
post-house, there being none at Chelindreh; it 
was three hours’ distant. When they arrived, we 
had some difficulty in settling a bargain as far as 
Anamour, but having completed it for six piastres 
each horse, per day, we were thinking of pro- 
ceeding, when the disorder which had attacked all 
our party (fever and dysentery) increased lunong 
us in so alarming a degree, that we were obliged 
to abandon all thoughts of finishing the tour for 
the present, and rc.solvod to hasten to Cyprus for 
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medical md, as we were totally unprovided with 
medicine, or anv of those comforts so requisite in 
such an emergei^. 

Our guide, in order to obtain relief from his 
burning fever, had caused himself to be blooded 
with the point? of agnail «||harpened for the pur- 
We were all mudi exhausted[,by lying on 
the bare gmtnd, and by want of nomrislunent* 
for wc found it imposMble to procure even a fpwL 
We had some rice and biscuit, but our appetite 
was entirely gone. This unfortunate termination 
of 0^ journey must be attributed, besides the pri- 
y^tlW of wholesome food, for we had lately eaten 
nicely any thing but rotten biscuit and dried 
l^f, to lying out in damp nights on the ground, 
with very insufficient covering, and to the un- 
wholesome waters which discharge themselves 
into the sea along the coast we traversed, and 
which vary in their properties, according to the 
soils from whence they flow ; but there was no 
choice; and though we were sometimes apprised of 
the baneful qualities of particular streams, never- 
theless we were obliged to avail ourselves of them. 
On some occasions we slept on the margin of stag- 
nant swmaps, where it was next to impossible to 
escape inhaling disorder from the piai aria of such 
situatums. It is a coast, therefore, where a tra- 
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veller must be fortunate indeed if he escapes 
without suffering material injury to hi^ health. 

On arriving at Cyprus^ the rest of the party 
soon recovered, but I was confined to my bed for 
fifteen days before I was pronounced out of 
danger. ' I could never have recovered had it not 
been for my firiend and traye'iling companion, who 
pever quitted my bed-side, though physician 
on several occanbns refused even to enter niv, roori 
until it had been sprinkled with vinegar ; and o^r 
servants would not sleep in the same aparhnei^ 
therefore, had it not been for my friend, I should, 
, have been without attendance. While detained 
here, we were very sorry to learn that Mr. Bankes 
had a severe attack of fever at Yaffa. 

Towards the middle of December, as it was 
too late to renew our attempts in Karamania, 
and we were much enfeebled by illness, we em- 
barked for Marseilles in a French brig, of one 
hundred and twenty tons, and after a passage of 
seventy-six days, during constant gales of wind, 
we reached that place, where we performed a 
quarantine of twenty days, and then proceeded 
to Montpellier to recruit our health. 
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A LETTER 

FItOM 

JoAm l^ktr, Etq. Ilf. hu Exi^Umaf the ^rl of £^, dated 
Mejppif^. the iOth, November, 1800 . 


SiY U>RD, 

Mr. Manesty has lately informed ihe that 
he had solicited your excellency’s attention to 
the intimation I made to the honourable com- 
pany’s agent at Constantinople, of the. expe- 
chency of the public Tartars being permitted 
by the Porte to pasa through the territory of 
Payass on their return to Aleppo from the 
ci^ital, instead of being forced to take an indirect 
route, \yhereby the transmission of the honourable 
company’s, correspondence is not only conside- 
rably retarded, but their packets are likewise 
exposed to be damaged, and even lost, by the 
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messenger being compelled to traverse the Gulf 
of Iskenderoon, in very indifferent barks of the 
country. ^ 

Your excellency having recently entered into 
correspondence with the Pashaw of Payass, 1 
deem it incumbent on , me j^o la^* before you a 
detailed account the extsaordinuy character of 
your new correspondoit, and my pre^jj^ings to 
cultivate his good-will for the benefit q£ the 
public service. 

While yet at Constantinople, I was admo* 
nished to beware, in my passage hither, of passing 
• through the territory of Cuchuk Ali, Govemour 
of Payass, who had then in his prisons the Dutch 
Consul of Aleppo, whom he arrested as he was 
returning from the capital, although possessed of 
imperial firmans for the exercise of his office at 
Aleppo, and at a period that the Porte was in 
peace with the Dutch republic. 

The proceedings of Cuchuk Ali on this occa- 
sion will serve to elucidate his character, and 
which will be set in a very strong light by the 
consideration, that there had ibr many years 
previous to the detention of the person in 
question, subsisted between him and the pashaw 
habits of the most cordial friendship, and recipro- 
cation of mutual gifts, according to oriental, 
customs. 



CUCHUK KU. 


633 


On the arrival of the Dutch consul at Payass, 
Cochuk Ali gfive ordera that he should *be put 
into chuns, tuid stript of every thing besides the 
apparel he '»irore ; but the pashaw avoided, with 
great circumspection, any occasion of coming 
to an intervj^jv w|th hie prisoner; for it is a 
•^Hlgguliaritjr worthy remark,^ that this tyrant, 
whenevo^ birders a bad action to be committed, 
^retires from the view of it, and carefully shuts 
himself up in a solitary apartment. 

The sum fixed for the consul’s ransom was 
twebty-five thousand piasters, but not being able 
■ to furnish more than seven thousand five 
hundred, he underwent, during the space of eight 
months, every species of ill treatment. All 
means were tried to force him- to embrace the 
Mahommedan religion, and to extort from him 
the money required few his release. To which 
ends they would at one time confine him in a 
damp dungeon, without light, and often without 
sustenance for four and twenty hours ; at another 
they, would threaten lum with immediate exe- 
cution> and once even, to shew that their menaces 
were not wholly nugatory, two innocent wretches 
who had been arrested under similar circum- 
stances with himself, were impaled before him 
for having delayed, as he was informed, in pro- 
d icing the money for their ransom. At length. 
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fortunately for this poor man, the arrivid at 
Payas^of a caravan from Smyrna* proceeding to 
Aleppo, furnished Cuchuk Ali an occasion of 
extorting his ransom from the merchants, by 
obliging them to advance the money on the bond 
of his prisoner, and then deliyere^ (im into their 
hands as a slave Mi^ch he htad sold then}. 

In the year 1<7S9, Mr. Fowles^ 'tiHilier of an 
■Cnglish vessel in the harbour of Iskender^orf 
went with four of his men to water at n place m 
the territory of Payass, called Joneses Pillary 
where they were seized by Cuchuk .Ali und^ 
•thrown into prison. 

A great sum having been required for the^ 
release, before the necessary arrangements coi^ 
be made for its payment, the master was drivoa 
by despair to put a period to his existence by 
precipitating himself from a high tower in which 
they were confined, and all the rest soon after 
perished, except a boy of twelve years old, named 
Charles Edwards, who was then sent as a 
present by Cuchuk Ali to the afore*meniioned 
Dutch consul, his late prisoner. I am ignorant 
of what steps were taken by the mission at 
Constantinople to obtain from the Porte the 
necessary satisfaction for this act of violence, :but 
it is certain that none was ever given by fits 
savage perpetrator. 



CUCtftlK Atr. 


535 


Two years after this a French ship from 
Marseilles^' richly laden with merchandise for 
Aleppo> was, by the captain’s ignorance of the 
locality of the Bay of Iskenderoon, carried under 
the walls of Payass, where the captun with part 
of his crew^^de^ the persuosicm pf being 
^anchored at Alezandrdtta, landed inr seardi of the 
eonsukril^'^lMablfslinient, aind were conducted to 
i|ie<^^oar, who reCeiyed them with every 
mark of hos^tidity. But while he was enter- 
tmning them with a sumptuous repast, his men 
- were occupied in taking possession of the vessel, 
which he immediately unloaded, and sunk, and 
sent the crew by land to the French consul at 
Alexsndretta. Remonstrances were made by all 
the European agents at Aleppo, and in a parti- 
cular manner by the pashaw’s then intimate 
friend the Dutch consul, to whom Cuchuk Ali 
replied, " My dear friend, you know very well 
" that consistently with the friendship subsisting 
" betu^een us, property, and life itself are indif- 
" ferent matters ; nay, I swear, by God, that for 
"your sake, I would sacrifice my only son 
" Dadah ; but I entreat you not to drive me to 
" tte extremity of denying you that which it is 
“ hnpossible for me to grant." 

" My dearest friend, place yourself in circum- 
“ stances like mine. I am in disgrace with my 
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** sultan without having ^ven just cause for his 
** displeasure. I am threatened to be attacked 
** from the four quarters of the earth. I am with- 
** out money ; I am without means ; and the ever 
" watchful providence of the Almighty sends me a 
" vessel laden with merchandise. .Would you lay 
** hold of it or not 7 I fcnohr very Well the Franks'* 
*• will clum restiitutioii of this pr(^(ei1i^'= from the 
*’ Sublime Porte« and that is precisely Wh{it fl 
"want, because an opportunity will thmi be af- 
" forded for soliciting my pardon.” ■ ' • ' 

On the receipt of this letter, all hope of re* 
covering any thing by amicable overtures being’ 
vanished, the French consul made application tp 
his superior at Constantinople and obtained severid 
imperial commands on the subject. Three cara> 
vellas were likewise sent to Payass to enforce 
Cuchuk All’s obedience. He retired to his moim- 
tains ; the caravellas fired a few guns against an 
empty hut and a ruined fortress, aiid in a very 
short time having consumed their stock v>f pro- 
visions, they gladly accepted such as were ten- 
dered them by Cuchuk Ali, who soon obtained, 
through the customary means of liberal presents 
of French watches, and of fine French doths, 
the good will of the commanders of the mtpe- 
dition sent against him. Such was the satisfac- 
&ction at the rebel’s munificence, that they not 
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only contracted with him engagements of great 
private firiendship, but even awarded him their 
intercessioh in his favour with the Porte ; and the 
dignity of an additional tail was conferred upon 
him on that occasion, with a fresh order, pro 
forma, for th| , restitution of tiie property. In 
■Hsompliancip with whi^ order, Cuchuk Ali wrote 
to ^e I^meh consul at Alq^po, that ha. was 
]^a4y4o obey the commands of the Sultan, but, 
that the cargo of the ship in question having 
been converted into use, he offered in compensar 
tion, as an equivalent, to make over to the propri- 
etors of the goods, sundry plantations belonging. 
.,to lum in the territory of Payass. 

The Porte has on various other occasions sent 
pashawswith great forces to subdue this rebel, 
but whether owmg to the natural barriers thirt 
are formed by the high craggy mountains, covered 
with thick woods, wherein he takes refuge, or to 
the species of aeconunodation above described, the 
Porte has never been able to subdue him, during 
forty years’ existence, in open contempt of its 
autiunity. This man, in the early part of his life, 
was a rimple bandit inhabiting the mountains of 
Payass, at which time that place was a populous 
and flourishing town of trade. 

Cuchuk Ali Imd the foundation of his present 
power by making nocturnal excursions from the 



638 


SOME Account or 


mountains to rob the gardens in the vicinitf <s( 
PayasB. Some gardeners, in order to be exempted 
from these depredations, began by stipulating to 
pay a trifling annual tribute; others entered into 
similar engagements, and from a rotolo of cofiee, 
car a few rotolos of fice> the, whoJ^ town became 
at length compelled to furbish a slated contsibu-^^ 
tion. Cuchuk All beeome head of a band of 
forty or fifty robbers, now aspired to ^iendfr 
himself master of the place. He began by way- 
laying the chiefs of the principal famiUes, and in 
the course of a few years he succeeded in exter* 
minating every individual of auch as possessed 
any power at Payass, or in its vicinity. One persmi 
only of those unfortunate families whose adhe- 
rents he could neither subdue by open force, nor 
coiTupt by bribery, for some time contended with 
him for supreme authority, till at length Cuchuk 
Ali, having lulled his suspicion of treachery by 
giving him his daughter in marriage, murdered 
him with his own hand, and has often been 
heard to warn his own children of A male infant 
proceeding from that marriage, counselling them 
to crush the crocodile in the egg, lest he should 
one day revenge on them the blood of his father. 
Cuchuk Ali with a very inconsiderable number of 
dependants, which do not, I am well informed, 
exceed two hundred men, has by a system of 4he 
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ttidsi barbatous cruelty for many years past, im* 
pressed terror on the minds of the people of this 
neighbourhood, and given much disquietude to the 
Porte, between whom and the rebel there exists 
a reciprocal desire to be on a footing of friend- 
ship, founded mut^l advantages, which ever 
-prevents their continuing long on terms of osten- 
sive hostility. Cuchuk Ali’s territorial government 
n^y nkturally he supposed such as to afford him 
but very slender means of drawing wealth from 
the miserable wretches inhabiting his dominions; 
his revenues proceed therefore in a great measure 
from the casual passage of travellers through his 
territory, whom he lays under such kind of con- 
tribution as he thinks they would rather bear, 
than be obliged, by not coming to him, to 
take a very incommodious route. Sometimes 
his rapacity and natural brutal inclinations lead 
him to exceed the bounds he means to prescribe 
to his impositions, when the Porte declares its 
displeasure, forbidding travellers to pass through 
Payass, and thus, as soon as the rebel finds his 
coffers in need of fresh supplies, the Porte 
succeeds in forcing him to supplicate for his ])ar- 
don, which is seldom long withheld, on account of 
the Porte’s necessity of procuring a safe passage 
for the grand annual caravan of pilgrims from 
C(}iil^tantinoplc to Mckka, who are obliged either 
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to pass by Payass, or make a very disagreeable 
and expensive journey through the mountains of 
Armenia. 

When this caravan comes into Cuchuk Ali’s 
territory, it yields him a very considerable revenue, 
for he taxes every individual accegriing to his own 
caprice, but, however, alVrays upon the sy^temr 
above described. Oh its approach to Payass, 
Cuchuk Ali sends some of his household to com- 
pliment on his arrival the chief of the caravan, a 
personage of great distinction, who dismisses the 
rebel's emissaries with presents for him. Horses 
are presented which Cuchuk Ali sends back, with 
a hint that they would be preferred when com- 
pletely accoutred in all the usual gold and silver 
trappings. They are then again presented to the 
rebel in that form. In short, much time passes 
in negociating and stipulating the precise tri- 
bute required; and when at length the measure 
of his rapacity is filled up, the caravan is per- 
mitted to proceed on its journey. 

In order the better to dispose the pilgrims for 
his extortion, Cuchuk Ali is always careful to 
prepare for them, as a beacon of his power and his 
cruelty, the spectacle of two bodies impaled, trrnis- 
fixed on the gate of Payass. It happened, a few 
years ago, that his prisons were empty when the 
caravan of Mekka was approaching Payass;^ the 
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rebel was somewhat puzzled at so unusual an 
obstacle, and he imparted his embarrassments to 
a convivial companion. " The caravan ” says he, 

" will be here to-morrow, and we have not yet 
prepared the customary execution. Look ye, 
pick me out tf o from amgng my servants.” His 
4riei\^ expostulated, while he was endeavour- 
* ing to avert his design, by assuring him that every 
t^ing‘«rould proceed in due order without the 
formality in question, Cuchuk Ali, still ruminating 
and- stroking his beard, exclaimed, " I have it, go 
fetch Yacoob the Christian, he has been for four 
months in bed sick of a fever, he can never re- . 
cover:” the poor wretch was instantly dragged 
from his bed, impaled, hung up, in terrorm, and 
served to impress the pilgrims with infinitely 
greater horror and alarm than if the bodies of ten 
malefactors had been exposed to their view. 

When it is considered that the forces of the 
wretch, who is the subject of this narrative, do not 
exceed two hundred armed men, it becomes a 
matter of surprise, even to those who are well ac- 
quunted with the impotency of this government, 
that such a bandit should have so long braved the 
controul of the Porte. 

He is perfectly conscious of his own weakness, 
and the little arts he puts in practice to conceal 
itV^re characteristic and curious. Whenever any 
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personage of distinction comes into, his temtory> 
which is inaccessible but through immense woods ; 
in order to deceive the new comer in an estimation 
of his forces, he disposes his men in the thickets, 
so as to pass in review like soldiers in theatrical 
scenery. Thus the reports of an |)cu1ar witness 
become fallacious, and thtf'power of Cuchuk Alu 
is extolled and exaggerated all over the Turkish 
dominions. * • ^ 

He has fabricated a cordon of buildings along the 
eminences of his mountains, which appears, from 
far, like towers, and are even reported to be aa 
.many castles. They are in reality nothing else 
than little rude edifices, composed of two thirds of 
mud and one third of chalk, which a night’s heavy 
rain frequently damages. Cuchuk Ali is, however, 
prompt to repair them, and they continue to in- 
spire with dread, the traveller who is compelled 
to approach them. 

Such is the character of the being whom 1 hare 
fotind means to propitiate, whereby, during 
eighteen months that 1 have been honoured with 
the management of the Honourable East-India 
Company’s concern at Aleppo, I have procured 
the secure transit through Payass of upwards of 
thirty Tartars, charged with conveying their cor- 
respondence from this place to Con.stantinopIe; apd 
though I cannot Hatter myself with the hopes pf 
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turning my possession of the rebel’s good-will to 
so great an advantage as that of engaging him to 
restore the gproups of eighty thousand piasters 
which he has seized belonging to British depen- 
dents, 1 esteem it a very great happiness, to have 
accelerated th| transmission of every packet com- 
.mitted to my care, least three days ; as it is 
evident the Tartars’ journieswouldnecessarily have 
been prolonged that time, and often, in the want 
of boats wherewith to traverse the Gulf of Isken- 
deroon, much longer, if I had not cultivated the 
friendship of the Governour of Payass, in order to 
secure their free passage through his territory. 

I have the honour to be, 

&c. &c. 8iC. &c. 

JOHN BARKER. 


(Signed) 
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I. I4. Some remove the laiid-mavks.—Jo/>, xxiv. 2. 

•-Z. 31. — Whoso shcddeth man’s blood, by man shall 

^ • • his blood be shed. — (ienesis, ix. 

— Xf wo go, what shall we brin^ the man / there 
is not a present; what have' we? — 1 Samuel, 
ix. 7. 

4. 60. — -The revenger of blood lumscll shall slay the 

murderer. — Numbers, xxxv. ID.- Yo shall 

take no satisfaction for the life ot a mur- 
derer. — 31. 

5. 75.- -They cried out and cast olV their clothes, and 

threw dust into the air . — Jetw xxii. 93. 

6. 174.- -And the people took their dough before it was 

leavened, their kneading troughs being lionnd 
up in their clothes upon I heir shouhlers. — 
KxodtfA’, xii. 34. 

7. 179. -And, behold, there was a cake baken on the 

coals. — 1 Kings, xix. 6. 

8. 173. -Shall inhabit the parched places in the wilder- 

ness, in a salt land, and not iidiiiliited. — 
Jeremiah, xvii. 6. 

9. 174. -They that are delivered from the noise ofarchei > 

in the places of drawing waier. — Judges, v. 11. 

10. 178. -She being desolate shall sit on Hu. ground,— 
Isaiah, iii. 96. 

II. 179 -And Samson lay till midnight, and arose at 

^ midnight and took the doors of the gate ol the 

city, and the two posts, and went away 
them, bar and ail. — Judges, xvi. 3. 

N N 



N<rri’s. 


N.if I'll I ' 

1*.’. IS4. — For ye ;iiv Iik4* unto xUiilcd sopulclm\s, which 
indci (1 hoautiful outward, but are within 

iud of dead rntJi’s bixnes. — Matihtw, xxiii. 27. 
1 k 5, '210. — As the cold of miow in the time of harvest. — 
Proverhs, xxv. l.‘i. 

14 217. — ^They arc wet with I he showiis in die mountains, 
and embrace the lor .vv.mt of a shelter. — 
Job, xxiv. 8. ^ 

i:*. 241. — III the name pf our God we will set up our 
banners. — Psalm {x. 5. 

10. *211.- In that day shall there be upon the bells of ho 
horses, Holiness unto the Lord,— Zec/wria/i, 
xiv. '20. 

17- 243. — Concerning Damascus, Hamah is confounded,— 
Jeremiah, xlix. 23. 

IS. 257, — Tile wrath of a king is as messengers of death. — 
Proverbs, xvi, 14. 

19. 258. — And ram-skins dyed red.^Exodus, xxv. 6. 

20. 260. — For the king of Israel is come out to seek a flea, 

as when one doth hunt a partridge in the moun- 
tains. — 1 Samuel, xxvi. 20. 

21. 262. — Greet ye one another with a kiss of charity. — 

1 Peter, v. 14. And poured it upon his 

head and kissed him. — 1 Samuel, x. 1. 

2'2. 263. — Butter and honey shall he eat — Isaiah, vii. 15. 

23. 263. — He worshipped the Lord, bowing himself to the 

earth. — Genesis, xxiv. 59. 

24. 264. When 1 lift up ray hands tow^ard thy holy oracle. 

^Psalm, xxviii. 2. 

25. 266. — Also Vashti, the queen, made a feast for the 

women in the royal house. — Esther, i. 9. 

26. 2(»‘6. — Thirty milch camels with their colts. — Genesis, 

xxxii. 1.5. 

27. 271. — And put them ill the cuuilIs' furniture.— 

XXM. .^4, 



\oli' 

■(js. ^275. 


Non, 


/j-t7 

Neither let nu- i^ivo tUiUc;riii» titU s wnio inati. 

For 1 know not to give tlattcriug titles Job, 

XXX ii. '•21, ^2^2, 

^29. — It’ 1 and my cattle drink of tliy water, then I 

will pay (iiee for it. — Numbers, x\. 19. 

30. *275. — Who can stand before his cold.— P.sab/i, cxlvii. 

i7?. • • 

i4 « 

31. 27ri. — Feed me, 1 pray thee, with that same red pot- 

tage. Then Jacob gave Esau bread and 
pottage of len tiles. — Genesis, xxv. 30, 34. 

'270* — The boar out of the wood doth waste it. — Psalm, 
Ixxx. 13. 

33. 278. — Except they wash they cat not.— il/nrA:, vii. 4. 
34* 278. — And she took flour, and kneaded it, and made 
cakes in his sight, and did bake the cakes. — 
2 Samuel, xiii. 8. 

35. 279. — ^Tlie wilderness yieldcth food for them and for 
their children. — Job, xxiv. 5. 

36* 281. — They that dwell in the wilderness shall bow 
before \\\m,^Psahn, Ixxii. 9. 

37. 282. — And pursued them to >lobah, which is on the 
left hand of Damascus. — Genesis, xiv. ir>. 

3S. 291. — A city that is set on a hill cannot be hid. — 

thew, V. 14. 

39. 295.— And he said unto them, cast the net on the liglit 

side of the .ship. — They cast therefore, and 
now they were not able to draw it foi tlio 
multitude of iishes.— Jo/in, xxi. 6. 

40. 296.— And they arrived at tlie country of the (jada- 

renes, which is over against (jalilee. — Luh', 
viii. 26. 

41. 297- — Neither abode in any house, but in I In- tombs. 

— Luke, viii. 27- 

42 cfol.-'-And they fastened his body to the wall of 
Eethshati. — 1 <Samue/, xxxi. 10. 
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NOTKS. 


Nol<? I'at'f 

13. 303, Iwjr we have troasuios iii the fieUI, of wheat, and . 

of barley, and of oil, and of honey.— Jermin/t, 

xli. 8. The seed is rotten under their clods, 

the (gainers are laid desolate, the barns are 
broken down, for ihe corn is withered . — Joelf 
i. 17. 

•14. 305. And the ravens^brouj^ht hii% tread and flesh in 
the morning, and bread and flesh in tlio even- 
ingi and hfi drank of the brook.— 1 Kinf^s, 
xvii. 6. 

4.5. 306*.— Adjeloun is mentioned in Joshua, — #— 

Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon, and thou, 
Moon, in the valley of Ajalon.— — It ap- 
pears, however, on referring to 2 Chronicles, 
xi. 10. that Aijaloii was in the land of Judah, 
which was on the other side of the Jordan. 

46. 306.— The five kings are found hid in a cave at 

Makkedah. — Joshua, x. 17 . 

47. 306. — A high hill as the hill of Bashaii. — Psalm, Ixviii. 

15. 

48. 320.— Also he built towers in tlic desert.— 2 Chronicles, 

xxvi. 10. 

49. 321, — And the stone wall thereof was broken down. — 

Proverbs, xxiv. SI. 

50. 326 And Joshua set up twelve stones in the midst of 

Jordan, in the place where the feet of the 
priests which bare the ark of the covenant 
stood ; and they are there unto this day. — 
Joshua, iv. 9. 

51. 327 — They are wet with the showers in the moun- 

tains, and embrace the rock for want of a 
shelter.— Jo6, xxiv. S. 

52. 341.— And they shall go into the holes of the rocks 

and into the caves of the earth. —/sffV.h, ii. 
19. 



NOT r. 


■4!) 

\uir t’rtir 

53. 341 He built 4> veil Botblelieiu, ,in l I’Unru, and 'l\ ko;i 

— Q Chronicles, xi. 6. 

54. .34^2. — A vineyard in a very fiuiiiul lull; and he budt .» 

tower in the midst of it. — Tsaiah^ v. 1/2. 

55. .34^. — Now riel)ron was built seven years before Zu.ui 

in Egypt. — Numbers, xiii. 5*2. 

56. 345. — And ^arah died in Kirjath-arba ; the same is 

Hebrdii. — Grnesis, xxiii. 5. There they buried 
’ * Isaac and Rebecca his wife, and there I buried 

Leah.— Gene^w, xlix. 31, 

.57* 3f4. — And the stone wall thereof was broken down. 
^ProverbSt xxiv. 31. 

58. 380. — Greet ye one another with a kiss of charity. — 

1 Peter, v. 14. 

59. 380. — Now those that sealed were, &c. &c. llallohcsh. 

Pileha, Shobek, Ac. — Nehemiah, x. 54. 

60. 384. — Neither will we drink of the water of the wells. 

—Numbers, xx. 17* 

61. 385. — If a man vow a vow, or swear an oath, he shall 

not break his word. — Numbers, xxx. 5. 

65. 393. — And Moses sent messengers from Kadesh unto 
the King of Edom, thus sailh thy brother Israel, 
behold we are in Kadesh, a city in the uttermost 
of thy border : 

Let us pass, 1 pray thee, through thy coun- 
try : we will not pass through the fields, or 
through the viiuiyards, neither will wo drink 
of the water of the wells : we will go by the 
king’s high way, we will not turn to the light 
hand nor to the left, until wc have passed thy 
burdeife. 

And Edom said unto him, thou shalt not 
pass by me, lest I come out against ihoo with 
the sword. 

And the children of Israel said unto him, 
we will go by the high way: and if I and my 
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cattle drink of thy water, then I will pay for its 
I will only, without doin^ any thing else, go 
through on my fret. 

And he said, thou shalt not go through. And 
Edom came out against him with much people, 
and with a strong hand. 

I'hus £dom^ refused to give Israel passage 
through his border:* whei^dorc Israel turned 
away from him. 

And the ' children of Israel, even the whole 
congregation, journeyed from Kadesh, and 
came unto mount Hou^^NumherSf xx. 14 — 

393r And Aaron died there, in the top of the mount. 
— Numbers, xx. ^8. 

f)4. 393. -The women came out of all the cities of Israel, 
singing and dancing. — 1 Samuel, xviii. C, 

(>5. 394/ -For by wise counsels thou shall make thy wars. 
Proverbs, xxiv. 6. 

66. 394/ -Forsook the counsel of the old men. — I Kings, 

xii. 8. 

67. 395. — And behold Saul lay sleeping within the trench, 

and his spear stuck in the ground. — 1 Samuel, 
xxvi. 7- 

68. 397.- -If thieves came to thee, if robbers by night, &c. 

— Obadiah, 5. 

69. 397." Ye arc spies.— xlii. 9. 

70. 40^2.- -And he built towers- in the desert. — 2 Chronicles, 

xxvi. 10. 

71. 4ir>. — Flocks shall lie down in the midst of her; all the 

beasts of the nations, both the cormorant and 
the bittern shall lodge in the upper lintels 
thereof.— ii. 14. 

72. 423/ O thou that dwellest in the clefts oC n-.e\j[ock. 

Jervmiah, xlix. 16. 



TEs. 


4‘'6*.— -lie thill luweth him out u sipulrlni' on 

and that gravetli an liabitatioii for himsi ll* iii ;i 
rock. — Tsuiahy xxii. 16‘. 

74. 433. — Take Aaron and £lea/ar his son, and bring llu-m 

lip unto inouiit Hoi. And Moses stii|»piMl 
Aaron of his garments and put them upon 
Elea;^r his son ; and Aaron died there on tin 

top of the . mouut.-r*iVMm6crs, xx. ‘25, *28. 

And the children of Isratd took their journey 
from Bccroth of the * child len of Jaakaoi to 
Mosera; there Aaron died, und there lie was 
buried . — Denieronoiiujy x. 6. 

But after the avrny (that had so long 
mourned the dead sister of the general) were 
thus purified, he led them through the deserts 
into Arabia; and arriving in a place (which 
the Arabians account for their rnotropolitaii 
city, in times past called Arce, and at this 
present, Petra) which is environed with a high 
mountain, Aaron ascended the said moun- 
tain, and Moses .shewed him the place where 
he should yield up his soul unto God ; and 
ill the sight of all the army standing on a high 
place, he put oft' his stoale, and gave it to his 
son Elcazcr, to whom, by eldership, the sue* 
cession appertained; and thus, in the sight of 
the people, he died in that very year wherein 
he lost his sister, in the one hundred and tiiiily- 
third year of his age, in the month of August. 
Vide Josephus' Antiquities, book iv. ch. 4. 

75. 4.50, — What shall be the trespass offering. — I Saniuet y\i. 1. 

7C. 437 Loose thy shoe from oft' thy foot, for tlie place 

whereon thou standest is holy. — Joshua, v. 15. 

77^.^^^t5Nw-£dom shall be a desolation. — Jeremiah, xlix. \ 7- 
\ — See Ezekiel, xxxv. and xxxvi. 

7S. 4 13.— She luul strong luds for the sceptres of them ih it 
liaiT rule. — Ezekiel, xix. 11. ^ " 
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Note 

79* 453. — whole land thereof is brimstone and salt, &c. 
— Deuteronomy^ xxix. 23. 

80. 456. — They violently take away docks, and feed thereof. 

They takc^ the widow's ox for a pledge.— Jb^, 
xxiv. 2, 3. 

81. 4.58. — Drink waters out of thine own cistern. — Pro- 

verbs, V. 15. ^ ^ 

82. 463.— Thou shall set tliee up great sfones, and plaster, 

them with plaster; and thou shall write upon 
them all the' words of this Ittw.— JDeu^eronovny, 
xxvii. 2, 3. 

S2. 463. — And the border went up to the stone of Bohan. 
— Joshua, XV. 6. 

83. 470. — And Saul went out to meet him that he might 

salute him. — I Samuel, xiii. 10. 

, 84. 470. — An old man cometh up; and he is covered with 
a mantle. — 1 Samuel, xxviii. 14. 

85. 470. — I have seen a son of Jesse the Bethlehemite, 

that is cunning in playing.— 1 Samuel, xvi. 18. 

86. 471. — Medeba is noticed in Numbers, xxi. 30.— 

And we have laid them waste unto Nophah, 
which reacheth unto Medeba,— And in Isaiah, 
XV. 2* Moab shall howl over Nebo, and over 
Medeba. 

87. 472.— He reached her parched corn, and she did eat. 

— Ruth, ii. 14. 

88. 172. — And behold, seven ears of corn came up upon one 

stalk ! and in the seven plenteous years the 
earth brought forth by handfuls. — Genesis, xli. 
5, 47. 

.S9. 473. — Let us slay him and cast him into some pit. 
— Genesis, xxxvii. 20. 

90. 475. — Took his two wives, &c. and passed over the 
ford Jabbok. — Genesis, xxxii. 
unto any place of the* rivor Jabbok.— i)ez//tTO- 

nomy, ii. 37. And the border even unto the 

river Jabb(»k. — Dcuiftvnonnj, iii. 16.— -JiVen 



MOTliS. 


unto the river •labbok, which is the bonier of 
the children of Ammon. — Joshua, xii. *Z. 

92. 481. — And he hasted to dress it. — Genesis, xviii.7. 

93. 481. — Thou shalt not seethe a kid in his mother's milk. 

— Exodus, xxiii. 19. xxxiv. 26. — Deuteronomy, 
xiv. 21. 

94. 4S1. — And|of the fat therjpof. — Genesis, iv. 4. Jose- 

sphus saysi it ^as milkJ*~-^^ntiquities, b. 
i. c. ii. sect. I.- - ■■ A pd as we have it here used, 
*. the milk certauily contained the fat and sub. 
* stance of the meat. 

95. 4BI.'-^She brought forth butter in a lordly dish'^ 

— Judges, V. 25. 

96. 482. — He that dippeth his hand with me in the dish 

— Matthew, xxvi. 23. 

97* 483. — And thou dost dwell among scorpions, 
— Ezekiel, ii. 6. 

98. 483. — And all the women whose heart stirred them up 

in wisdom .spun goats hair. — Exodus, xxxv. 

26 . 

99. 4S4. — And he made curtains of goats hair. — Exodus, 

xxxvi. 14. 

100. 485. — Concerning the tithe of the herd, or of the flock. 

— Leviticus, xxvii. 32. 

101. 494. — And it came to pass in Iconium that they went 

both together into the synagague of the Jews, 
and so spake that a great multi tutude both of 
the Jews and also of the Greeks believed. — 
Arts, xiv. 1. 
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tc, vUlago, 

» • 

iillah, 513. 

Aaron’s Tomb, 432, 435. 

jh, 513. 

Aboil Soliman’s tomb, 378. 


Abraham, hdHse of, 34^. ’* 


Adrjr, Zib. 

B. 

Acre, AccIw^lXQB, 497. 


Acoujj^k, $73. 

Baalbec, 214. 

Adjeloun, 307. 

Backwater, Dead Sea, 353, 450. 

Aggi Dengis, lake, 230. 

Bait Forage, 328. 

Ain el Frangec, 440. 

Batroun, Bolrys, 206 . 

Ak Shehr, 492. 

Bayga, valley of, 320. 

Alaks, plain, 231. 

Baynith, Berytm, 202 . 

Al-baid (well), 348. 

Beit Kerm, mins, 458. 

Aleppo, 231. 

Bckaa Matbooalis, 212 . 

Arnatha, ruins, 207. 

Belus, river, 192. 

Amman, Jiaiiath Ammon, 474. 

Bcndi^ 48a 

Anamour, Cape, .523. 

Beshii 4 nll(|M 109 . 

Antinoe, 163. 

Bethlehem, 339. 

Antioch, Antakia, 229. 

Bilejik, -191. 

Aphroditopolis, site, 135, 

Blanco, Cape, 197 . 

Appolirwplii magna, 127. 

Boulack, port of (’airo, I 62 . 

Arimaihea, Ramla, 184. 

Bourkce, ruins, 230. 

Armada, 94. 

Bulwmdun, Polyhotorn, 492. 

/Vrrag-cl-Einir, Ilircan's p. 473. 

Bsaida, Ipseyra, 376. 

Arethusia, 234. 

Bysan, Hrythopolis, 301. 

Arsoiif, AppoUonias, IJIP. 


Arti-iimsshut, tomb, 370. 


Ascanlus, lake, 'lyo 

C. 

Asdoud, Azotus, 179 . 


Aspbalte^J^lM, 459. 

(Jafringec, 306. 

Assuan, Sycnc, 1 18. 

CaifTa, flepha, 192 

Atban, village, .322. 

<-airc>, 151, 158. 
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Calirrhoe, valley of, 4(17. 
Calltth-eMlainiuam, Si99. 
Callah-el-Rubbat, 306. 
Calycadnus, river, 

Oandele, village, ??24. 

Carmel, mount, 193. 

Camack, 137. 

Castel Pelegriiio, 1951. 

^Castle Jeba^^, ^ 

Codiait’6f Lel^o'^, tfbp'. 

Chcliiimh, Celendctis, 52A. 
CUicut Campestris, bound ary, 5 10. < 
Contra Latopolis^ site, 133. 
Corycus, nuns, 519. 

Cydnuf, 502. 

Cyrtopolis, site, 155. 

Cyprus, 52(i, 530, 


Daboude, tcmpU. < < % • 
Damascus, 282. 

Daphne, site of, 225. 

Dead Sea, tour, 331. 

Dekki, temple, QB. 

Derry, 11, 92 . 

Dettrass> mins, 372. 
DgellgW,,«ite, d;o. 
flgebail. Sheikh, 286. 

Dher, tombs, 466. 

Dibdeba, village, 386. 

Diban, DiLon, 46s. 

Djebal, Attarous, 464. 

Djebal, village, 375. 

Djerash, ruins, 308, 317, 475. 
Djibel Selsilis, inouii tains, 126. 


Ebsambal, small temple, 2S. v ^ 
— — large temple, 37. 
Eden, village, 209. 

Edfoo, Appolinopolis 127. 

Elababn, volcanic mass, 375. 

£1 Ahsa or Hi^san,river,3d5,357. 
m;A/i8h, IFS: 

^jplAssel, river, 359. 

El Darrah or Dail|^>Iver, .S59. 
Elephantiiia, isla»||i23. 

£1 Gaig, ruins, 37E. - 

El Hagre, ruins, 376^ 

El Ibrim, river, Adffnb^ 205. 

El Kasab, river, 1 8$. 

El Kelb, river, sOsa. 

El Leban, river, 203: 

El Mulk, river, 220. 

El Petras, river, I89. 

Elpha, 22. 

El Rubin, river, 182. 

El Sazib, river, 203. 

El Zowar, 354. 

Erbed village, 299. 

Erkle, orEllegria, Heracha, 498. 
Erment, Hermonth, 13fi. 

Ersek, 489. 

Escol, torrent, 179. 

Esdicr village, 177. 

E^dredon, plain, 478. 

(Ski, Shehr, Dorylmnn, 40 1 . 
Esneh, Latopolis, 134. 

Eugen^ village, 307. 


Farras, villa|^ 1 








